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Hours: Monday - Friday 10 am - 7 pm • Saturday 9 am - 7 pm • Sunday 10 am - 6 pm

1 0 %  O F F
Purchase of $50 or more

(not valid with any other off er, some 
manufacturer restrictions apply) 

Valid through 12/1/16

RAY COOK PUTTERS
starting at $39.95

REDUCED PRICE!  
SAVE BIG!

CALLAWAY GREAT BIG BERTHA 
2015 drivers & fairways

      Starting at       
$299.95

ADAMS NEW IDEA IRONS
steel & graphite available

Old name – New direction
Ray Cook putters making return to golf scene

Who says you can’t change perfection?  Raymond Cook proved that 
you could.  Cook was an engineer, inventor and passionate golfer. 
He introduced his first forged aluminum mallet (the popular M1 

Mallet) in 1963.  

Known as the “Putter Man”, Cook has watched as his putters have helped 
top professionals capture more than 200 PGA Tour wins, including all four 
major championships.  Even with this success, Cook continued to perfect 
his putters to help golfers of all skill levels improve on the greens.

Cook’s company was auc-
tioned off in 2011 to Adams 
Golf, but now is now under 
the direction of the New 
Zealand company of Linkz 
Marketing, based in Kelson, 
Auckland, and they have 
resurected the brand.  

Their hope is to bring back 
the putter lines to the “glory” 

days of the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s. 

 A good start is the 
restyled, revamped 
Gyro Series putters.   

One of the most 
popular lines is now geared to change the face of golf. These stainless steel 
putters deliver a soft feel and the CNC double milled precision face allows for 
better control and accuracy.

The Gyro Series has a glowing white finish along with the traditional black 
and yellow color scheme that gives the club a very clean and classic look.  
The back center of the sole features a weight port screw which helps to 
optimize a more perfect moment of inertia.

The back center of the sole features a weight port screw which helps to 
optimize a more perfect moment of inertia. All putters have a white circle 
design giving them added weight and balance where it’s needed as well as 
helpful eye correction technology.  

This club is sure to deliver the performance you deserve!
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Olde Sycamore Golf Plantation
Premier Tom Jackson golfi ng experience

By Sam Smith

Carolina’s noted Hall of Fame architect Tom Jackson has built many 
high-profi le courses in the Carolinas, and his Olde Sycamore Golf      
Plantation design through majestic Carolina tall pines – has to rank 

among his best.  

Looking into a wide fairway from the elevated tee on the par-5 fi rst hole, 
Olde Sycamore sends a message early that you have found golfi ng pleasure 
just a few minutes outside I-485 on eastbound NC Hwy 218.  

Saluted as the “Best New Course” when it opened in May of 1997, Olde 
Sycamore is now recognized as one of the best established and conditioned 
courses in the Greater Charlotte area.  Nestled among a mature forest of 
hardwoods, it is not extremely long at 6965 yards from the tips, but it does 
require some shot making and course management for you to post a good 
score.

Fairways are hybrid Bermuda and the undulating Crenshaw bent grass greens 
are among the best in the Charlotte region. A nice touch at Olde Sycamore 
is the use of Zoysia grass around the bunkers, allowing for greater defi nition 
around each green.

Each hole is punctuated by a large, perfectly manicured green, and the 

speed of the greens can be very fast at times and fi rm to hold your approach 
shots.

“Th e Crenshaw bent greens are as fast as you will fi nd around Charlotte,” says 
Wilkins. “Th ey typically roll about a 10 on the stimpmeter.  Most courses 
won’t cut them that short, because of the summer heat, but we closely moni-
tor the greens and make sure that every greens complex stays in good shape.”

Owner B.V. Belk, who developed the course in 1997, has continued to 
improve the playability and conditions by reevaluating the course on a regular 
basis. 

“Tom Jackson has come back and gone over every hole to see what we could 
do to make it better. He recommended a few minor changes and we’ve done 
those. Th e greens are in great condition, and the whole course is about as 
good as it can be.”

Th e back nine seems to favor golfers that can play the ball from right to left , 
while the front nine caters to the faders.  Aft er 
that sweeping 516 yard par-5 fi rst hole that 
plays downhill off  the tee shot, doglegs left , 
and then comes back uphill on the approach, 
the remainder of the front nine is dominated 
by doglegs and blind approach shots. 

“Aft er you get through the fi rst four holes, the 
golf course shows its true personality,” said 
General Manager and Head PGA Professional 
Barry Wilkins.  “Getting the ball in the right 
position to approach our large greens is a 
must, and that takes shots of all shapes.” 

Th e front side is capped off  by one of the 
course’s best par fours - the number one 
handicap 442 yard 9th hole.

Th e back nine is as jaw droppingly beautiful 
as it is challenging. Slightly more traditional 
in its layout, the ride-in features better views 
of landing areas and greens. It also houses two 
of Charlotte’s best par 5’s - the 601 yard 12th 
and the 528 yard 18th.

speed of the greens can be very fast at times and fi rm to hold your approach 

while the front nine caters to the faders.  Aft er 
that sweeping 516 yard par-5 fi rst hole that 
plays downhill off  the tee shot, doglegs left , 
and then comes back uphill on the approach, 
the remainder of the front nine is dominated 
by doglegs and blind approach shots. 

“Aft er you get through the fi rst four holes, the 
golf course shows its true personality,” said 
General Manager and Head PGA Professional 
Barry Wilkins.  “Getting the ball in the right 
position to approach our large greens is a 
must, and that takes shots of all shapes.” 

Th e front side is capped off  by one of the 
course’s best par fours - the number one 
handicap 442 yard 9th hole.

Th e back nine is as jaw droppingly beautiful 
as it is challenging. Slightly more traditional 
in its layout, the ride-in features better views 
of landing areas and greens. It also houses two 
of Charlotte’s best par 5’s - the 601 yard 12th 
and the 528 yard 18th.Olde Sycamore clubhouse overlooks 9th hole green
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Olde Sycamore is a strong test of your golfi ng skills from any of the “play for-
ward” tee boxes.  With fairways working both ways off  the doglegs and challeng-
ing greens with undulations that make approach shots require accurate control, 
such a combination creates the best condition and challenges of a premiere 
course.  All skill levels and ages can enjoy the beauty of Olde Sycamore.

Olde Sycamore provides a 35,000 sq. ft . hitting area range facility that allows 
each player the opportunity to improve all facets of their game.  A large putting 
green, chipping green and practice sand bunkers complete the warm-up area.

At Olde Sycamore Golf Plantation you will fi nd a premier golfi ng experience in 
the Charlotte area for groups up to 144 players. Th ey specialize in full service 
event planning with their friendly and professional staff . 

For tee times and information on Olde Sycamore’s
excellent membership opportunities call 704-573-1000 

or logon at www.oldesycamoregolf.com.

     

For more information contact the Membership & Events Director: 
704-573-1000 (ext 2) ~ www.oldesycamoregolf.com

• Junior Membership 34 & under
        Individual Monthly Dues $175
        Family Monthly Dues $201
  • Senior Membership 55 & over
        Individual Monthly Dues $192
        Family Monthly Dues $217
  • Ages 35 - 54
        Individual Monthly Dues $224
        Family Monthly Dues $234
  • Corporate Membership
       $1000 initiation fee, $217 dues per 
        member.  Includes up to (6) dues                                                
        paying designated members.

Escape to Olde Sycamore where 
members become family . . .

Members enjoy club privileges 
as well as unlimited golf on the 

award-winning Tom Jackson 
signature course!

Members enjoy club privileges

One-time initiation fee: 
$350 Individual / $500 family

Receive 1 month free plus 
discounted range & cart package!

TARGET YOUR AUDIENCE!
Reach thousands of golfers . . .

advertise with the Carolina Golf Journal

Contact Sam Smith
704.756.9909

sam@carolinagolfjournal.com
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Ryder Cup waiting game
Player selections complete after Tour Championship
By Sam Smith

Time is winding down before the eight USA automatic qualifi ers for this 
year’s Ryder Cup are set on August 28th, and the foursome of Ameri-
cans playing in the return of golf to the Olympics have made an 11th-
hour statement.

Only Patrick Reed, who moved to eighth on the points list, is currently qualifi ed 
for the U.S. team, with Bubba Watson  (No. 10), Matt Kuchar (No. 11) and Rickie 
Fowler (No. 12) likely all vying for one of four captain’s picks. 

Th e four U.S. Olympians will only have two more starts, Th e Wyndham Cham-
pionship and Th e Barclays, to move into the automatic qualifi ers; otherwise they 
would need to be a pick.   “We obviously all want to be part of that team,” Fowler said.

“Are there points? No!” proclaimed U.S. Captain Davis Love, III.  “But they’re 
taking away something that’s so much more valuable than points and that’s 
playing for their country. Th at’s going to prove to be a valuable experience 
whether they’re in the top-8 for Ryder Cup or on the team as a Captain’s Pick. 
Th ey’re going to inspire with the stories of their experiences.”

Th e top 8 qualifi ers will be set aft er Th e Barclays on Aug. 28 and U.S. captain 
Davis Love III will make three of his four picks aft er the BMW Championship 
on Sept. 12. Th e fi nal pick will be made aft er the Tour Championship on Sept. 25.

Top eight players on the Ryder Cup standings as of August 12th:  (1) Dustin 
Johnson, (2) Jordan Spieth, (3) Phil Mickleson, (4) Jimmy Walker, (5) Brooks 
Koepka, (6) Zach Johnson, (7) J.B. Holmes and (8) Patrick Reed.

In addition to the Olympians several other players have been playing well 
enough to merit a look from U.S. Captain Davis Love III.  Brandt Snedeker is a 
close 9th behind Patrick Reed; Daniel Berger is playing very solid golf including 
a win at the St. Jude Classic; while American assistant captain Jim Furyk made 
PGA history with the fi rst-ever 58 at the Travelers to move to #18.

Is Davis Love feeling the pressure of making the right selection for the Ryder 
Cup team?

“Obviously we know 4-5 of them now, but it’ll be nice to fi rm up the last few.” 
said Love. “Sunday -- the 28th -- will be a big day. Th at’s when it really hits home 
that we need to start making the picks. All of us captains and assistants have 
talked, but we can’t narrow it down too much until then. We’ll have a couple of 
weeks to decide what to do. We have a short list, but things can change. Th at 
day - the 28th - is a big day.”

What about European Captain Darren Clarke?  Is his selection process any   
clearer than Davis Love’s? 

Of the nine guaranteed qualifi ers in the rankings for the Europeans, there are 
fi ve rookies among them - Danny Willett, Chris Wood, Matt Fitzpatrick and 
Andy Sullivan of England plus Rafa Cabrera-Bello of Spain.  And even though 

not qualifi ed, Travel-
ers Champion Russell 
Knox would love to 
be added to the new 
class of European 
competitors.

Th at’s a lot of new-
comers. Is Clarke 
really going to make 
it six rookies? Or will 
he want to bolster his 
group by going with more players who have felt the heat of battle in past Ryder 
Cups? 

Clarke has a core leadership group of just four - Rory McIlroy, Henrik Stenson, 
Sergio Garcia and Justin Rose.   Lee Westwood and Martin Kaymer won’t qualify 
automatically but they will be two of Clarke’s wildcards and up until recently 
the third one looked like it was heading the way of Graeme McDowell, another 
experienced Ryder Cup operator to counterbalance all the fi rst-timers in the 
European team.

Th e Europeans have dominated the Ryder Cup winning the last three, including 
the 2014 event at Gleneagles, Scotland 16 ½ - 11 ½.  Th e U.S. leads the all-time 
event 25-12-2, but the Europeans have now captured 8 of the last 10, with only 
the 1999 and 2008 American victory’s at Brookline and Louisville to spoil a clean 
sweep since 1993.

Th e 41st Ryder Cup will be played at Hazeltine National Golf Club is Chaska, 
Minnesota starting on September 30th through October 2nd.  Th e question 
remains - can the Americans win?

#10 at Hazeltine National Golf Club  
Chaska, MN

U.S. Team Captain Davis Love III and European Team 
Captain Darren Clarke
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EDGEWATER GOLF CLUB
An unforgettable golf experience

C h a m p i o n s h i p  c o u r s e  ~  G r e a t  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e
P r a c t i c e / Te a c h i n g  f a c i l i t y  ~  W i l d l i f e

2380 Catawaba Ridge Blvd ~ Lancaster, SC  29720 ~ 803-283-9800
www.Edgewatergc.com

Stuart Clark Wins Carolinas Assistant 
PGA Professional Championship at River Run

The 2016 National Car Rental Carolinas Assistant PGA Professional 
Championship was held at River Run Country Club in Davidson, NC, 
and Stuart Clark, a PGA apprentice and Teaching Professional at the 

Steve Dresser Golf Academy in Pawleys Island, SC, carded rounds of 68-74 for a 
2-under par total of 142 to fi nish in a three-way tie for fi rst place. 

Joining him in a sudden death playoff  on the 18th hole were Savio Nazareth of 
Greensboro, and Anthony Cordes from Pinehurst, who also fi nished with 142. 
Clark made his birdie putt on 18 while Nazareth and Cordes missed theirs, 
securing him the championship.

Along with his victory, Clark earns a spot in the 40th National Car Rental 
Assistant PGA Professional Championship to be held October 27-30 at PGA 
Golf Club in Port St. Lucie, Florida later this year. 

Th e winner of the 40th National Car Rental Assistant PGA Professional Cham-
pionship earns $9,000 out of a total purse of $100,000. Th e Champion, if eli-
gible, earns a berth in the 50th PGA Professional Championship, June 25-28, 
2017 at Sunriver Resort in Oregon.

Two Charlotte assistants pros 
also advanced to the National 
Championship: Aaron Black, 
Edgewater Golf Club, fi nished 
fourth while Cedarwood Coun-
try Club assistant Barry Pierce 
captured the fi ft h qualifying spot.

Runner-up Savio Nazareth, 
Forest Oaks Country Club, 
followed his strong showing in 
the Assistant Championship 
with a 6-under par 66 to qualify 

for the Wyndham Championship. Th is will be Nazareth’s third appearance in 
the Greensboro PGA event at Sedgefi eld Country Club.  

Carolinas Open Championship 
fi nishes in heated three-hole playoff

Drew Younts of Stokesdale, NC in Guilford County captured the 92nd Carolinas 
Open presented by BB&T at Bryan Park Golf & Conference Center in Greensboro 
by way of a three-hole playoff  over Th omas Lilly of Newton, NC.

Younts, a PGA Apprentice Teaching Professional at Precision Golf School in Greensboro, 
entered the third and fi nal round with a three stroke lead aft er two fl awless rounds of 
68-67 (-9).  Th e pressure of the fi nal round seemed to change his situation as Younts’ 

game went hot and cold.  He carded fi ve birdies, 
seven pars, and fi ve bogies in route to a 35-38=73 
(+1) for a total of 208 (-8).
 
Lilly, a college amateur at UNC Wilmington, 
opened the tournament with a 74, but closed with 
rounds of 67-67 to also fi nish at 208 (-8) to force 
a playoff .

On the third hole, both competitors hit wild tee shots 
- Younts to the right and Lilly to the left .  Younts was 
able to advance his ball to the front left  greenside 
bunker, but Lilly caught a tree with his approach and 
then hit his wedge to 30 feet.  

Aft er carefully examining his shot, Younts nearly 
holed his 60-foot bunker shot, leaving it two feet 

away.  As Lilly’s par attempt rolled to the hole, the crowd could tell it was going to be 
close.  However, the line and speed were just off  as the ball fi nished three inches away.  
Younts rolled in the winning putt and gave an enthusiastic fi st pump to signal his 
satisfaction with the victory.

Two Charlotte assistants pros 
also advanced to the National 
Championship: Aaron Black, 
Edgewater Golf Club, fi nished 
fourth while Cedarwood Coun-
try Club assistant Barry Pierce 
captured the fi ft h qualifying spot.

Runner-up Savio Nazareth, 
Forest Oaks Country Club, 
followed his strong showing in 
the Assistant Championship 
with a 6-under par 66 to qualify 

game went hot and cold.  He carded fi ve birdies, 
seven pars, and fi ve bogies in route to a 35-38=73 
(+1) for a total of 208 (-8).

Lilly, a college amateur at UNC Wilmington, 
opened the tournament with a 74, but closed with 
rounds of 67-67 to also fi nish at 208 (-8) to force 
a playoff .

On the third hole, both competitors hit wild tee shots 
- Younts to the right and Lilly to the left .  Younts was 
able to advance his ball to the front left  greenside 
bunker, but Lilly caught a tree with his approach and 
then hit his wedge to 30 feet.  

Aft er carefully examining his shot, Younts nearly 
holed his 60-foot bunker shot, leaving it two feet 
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By Sam Smith

With a bee hive of home building activity going on at Larkin 
Golf Club in Statesville, you can feel the energy intensifying 
for the well-established golf course that once was known at 

Fox Den Golf Club when it opened in 1996.

Routed through beautiful rolling hills with scenic views, Larkin GC
designer Clyde Johnston used his talent to sculpt a challenging and 
enjoyable course for players of all skill levels. 

His design takes full advantage of the 400-acres of lush countryside 
wrapped around Third Creek that makes its way throughout the course.

Johnston is the son of PGA golf professional and 
former golf coach at Wake Forest College, C.B. 
“Johnny” Johnston. Clyde spent his youth play-
ing golf as well as working on the golf course 
maintenance staff at his father’s golf course. 

He pursued a career in golf course design first 
by attending and graduating with a degree in 
Landscape Architecture from North Carolina 
State University in 1973. Johnston had worked on 
and completed over 100 golf course projects in his 
career, both new courses and renovations. 

Johnston has given Larkin GC a trio of person-
alities starting with the opening six holes that offers a walk in the park 
feel set on mildly undulating land bordered by homes and home-sites. 

The next 
six holes 
will remind 
you of 
mountain 
golf with 
its elevated 
tees and 
greens, 
and then 
water is the 
dominant 

feature to produce an excellent finishing six-holes that run east toward 
I-77 just south of Statesville.

Bermuda fairways, Crenshaw Bent-Grass greens, and nine scenic ponds 
add to the enjoyment of this beautifully designed course, kept in great 

condition by Course Superintendent Shane Staples.

In an overall assessment, the course is an excellent Johnston design with 
accommodating fairways - some tightly tree-lined and others open off 
the tee and receptive good-sized greens. The course length varies from 
7005 yards from the gold tees down to 5300 yards from the red.

“We are committed to providing a leading quality golf experience to 
players of all ages and abilities by enhancing their enjoyment of the great 
game of golf,” said golf course manager Gene Lemmers. 

“We have been able to upgrade our staff to meet golfers, be more aggres-
sive with maintenance, add merchandise to the pro shop and provide the 
best rates anytime.”

Another advantage of playing at Larkin Golf Club, and their sister courses – 
Edgewater Golf Club and Stonebridge Golf Club – is their Players Edge 
Program for both men and ladies.  It’s not complicated; as a matter of 
fact the program is easy and straight forward.  

Program Participants earn a dollar percentage for each dollar spent on 
green fees and cart fees at Larkin Golf Club.  They are not accumulated 
points, they are award percentages (called “Points”).  Just provide your 
name when you check-in and tell us you are a “Players Edge” player.  
It is that easy.  No membership cards, no numbers to remember, and no 
initiation fee.  We believe loyalty deserves its perks!   You can redeem 
Rewards for green fees, cart fees and range utilization.  Th at’s all there is to it. 

Larkin Golf Club  
A trio of golf hole personalities

condition by Course Superintendent Shane Staples.

The next 
six holes 
will remind 
you of 
mountain 
golf with 
its elevated 
tees and 
greens, 
and then 
water is the 
dominant 

Tough par-5 hole #6 at Larkin Golf Club 

One of the downhill, scenic holes at Larkin Golf Club

Johnston is the son of PGA golf professional and 
former golf coach at Wake Forest College, C.B. 
“Johnny” Johnston. Clyde spent his youth play-
ing golf as well as working on the golf course 
maintenance staff at his father’s golf course. 

He pursued a career in golf course design first 
by attending and graduating with a degree in 
Landscape Architecture from North Carolina 
State University in 1973. Johnston had worked on 
and completed over 100 golf course projects in his 
career, both new courses and renovations. 

Johnston has given Larkin GC a trio of person-
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  Challenging & enjoyable course for golfers of any skill levels

Statesville’s best 
bent grass greens

L a r k i n  G o l f  C l u b
b e s t  r a t e s  a n y t i m e !

Monday - Thursday
$33 for 18 holes including cart before noon 

$27 after 12:00 noon 
$20 4:00 pm til closing

Seniors (60+) after 4:00 pm $25

Saturday-Sunday 
$40 before 12:00 noon  
after 12:00 noon $33

Seniors (60+) after 4:00 pm $20

10 y/o & under w/ paying adult plays free!
11-16 y/o players play at all times for just $15! 

Special online prices and Edge Program 
information is  avai lable  at 

w w w.lark ingolfclub.com

The new clubhouse, with the pro shop now on the top floor main level, 
also includes Bunkers Bar & Grille, dining room and 
pavilion. With these additions, Larkin GC has established itself 
as a perfect location for an enjoyable round of golf, group outings 
and charity tournaments.

In the surrounding housing community, designers are taking 
full advantage of the rolling hills, waterfalls, and meandering 
streams to create a superb recreational environment for golf, 
swimming (with a junior Olympic-sized pool), sun deck and 
shaded patio, and tennis with two lighted courts for evening 

play.  Residents can also enjoy nearby 32,510 acre Lake Norman, ideal for 
fishing, sailing and water skiing.

Larkin Golf Club is conveniently located at Exit 45 on I-77, between 
Statesville and Charlotte - 5 miles south of Statesville and 30 miles north 
of Charlotte.

For more information and tee-times call 704-872-9990
or logon for special online prices and Edge Program information 

at www.larkingolfclub.com
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In order to repeat fundamentals and repeat golf swings you’ve got to have 
a good pre-shot routine.   No different than a routine you would have in 
the morning; waking up, taking a shower, getting in your car and go-

ing - it’s a routine that happens the same way every time. That’s what you’re 
looking to do in a golf swing. 

When establishing a pre-shot routine, remember the 4 fundamentals that 
will keep your routine simple and easily repeatable: grip, aim, ball 

position and posture. 

#1: The first thing you must do has to happen 
behind the ball - put your hands on the golf club. 

#2: Next, aim from 
behind the ball pick-
ing a secondary target 
- a spot that is any-
where from 5 inches to 
5 feet between you and 
your primary target. 
Your primary target 

could be the flagstick, a tree, etc.  You always 
want to aim from behind the ball because your 
aim is more accurate when looking at an object 

head-on opposed to looking at it from the side.  
The minute you step to the side to look at some-
thing your accuracy will be off by 50%.   
  
#3: As you walk into the ball, aim your club-
face to your secondary target and then set your 
posture from the waist up which will determine 
your distance from the ball. Most golfers set 
their feet first and then their clubface but you 
need to do just the opposite.   
 
#4: The final step is very important.  Make sure 
to look at the target while setting your feet and 
body, don’t set-up first and then look.  Always 

look first and then set your feet and align 
your body.  
 
To recap, the 4 fundamentals of an easy to 
remember pre-shot routine are; grip, aim, 
ball position and posture. 

Establish your routine and stick with it 
every single time you play. And remember, 
the target is the last thing you look at before 
you hit the ball and the first thing you look 
at after you hit the ball.    

Establishing A Pre-Shot Routine 
by Doug Breuer, PGA 

head-on opposed to looking at it from the side.  
The minute you step to the side to look at some-
thing your accuracy will be off by 50%.   
  
#3: As you walk into the ball, aim your club-
face to your secondary target and then set your 
posture from the waist up which will determine 
your distance from the ball. Most golfers set 
their feet first and then their clubface but you 
need to do just the opposite.   

#4: The final step is very important.  Make sure 
to look at the target while setting your feet and 
body, don’t set-up first and then look.  Always 

position and posture. 

#1: The first thing you must do has to happen 
behind the ball - put your hands on the golf club. 

#2: Next, aim from 
behind the ball pick-
ing a secondary target 
- a spot that is any-
where from 5 inches to 
5 feet between you and 
your primary target. 
Your primary target 

Dana Rader Golf School  |  13404 Ballantyne Corporate Place, Charlotte, NC 28277

Award-winning PGA and LPGA Professionals
Private and Group Private Instruction Available

Rates range from $70 to $125 per hour.
Call 704-542-7635 or visit danarader.com to learn more.  

Dana Rader Golf School Ranked a Top 25 
Golf School in the Country by Golf Digest
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2016 Charity Golf Tournaments for the Greater Charlotte area

11th Annual Carolina Cross Connections 
Cassandra Thompson Charity Golf Tournament 
Saturday, August 20 
Rocky River GC 
Captain’s Choice
Shotgun Start: 1:30pm
Cost: $125 per player/ $500 per foursome
Contact: 704-721-0033 
ccc@carolinacrossconnection.org 

16th Annual Marine Corps League Charity 
Golf Tournament
Tuesday Sept. 13 
Olde Sycamore Golf Plantation
Captain’s Choice
Shotgun start 12:00 noon
Cost $90 per individual or 4 member team $360
Lunch, dinner and beverages provided at course
Contact: Hal DesChamps 704 534 0593 
hedeschamps@windstream.net

4th Annual James Ross Scholarship Fund
Charity Golf Tournament
Friday, September 16th 
Charles T. Myers Golf Course
Captain’s Choice
Shotgun Start: 9:00am
Cost: $60 per player
Contact:  Bernard Barnes 443-421-0696
www.rossgolftournament.everbrite.com

Turning Point of Union County Golf Tournament
Monday, September 19 
Rolling Hills CC
Shotgun Start: 12:30pm
Cost: $150 per player/ $600 per team
Contact:  Ray Breazeale  704-882-8030
    ray@victorybolt.com
Becky Tracy 704-283-7233 / btracy@turntoday.net

13th Annual Samaritan’s Feet Barefoot Invitational
Tuesday, September 20 
Golf Club at Ballantyne
Format:  Shootout
High School – 8:00 AM
General Public– 1:00 PM
Contact: Amber Horn 
980-939-8150
ahorn@samtaritansfeet.org

7th Annual Allegro Foundation Invitational Golf 
Tournament
Thursday, September 22nd 
The Golf Club at Ballantyne
Captain’s Choice
Shotgun Start: 11:00am
Contact: Stephen Davis 704-807-0068
Email: stephend@allegrofoundation.net 
www.AllegroFoundation.net 

Ben Mynatt Childrens Foundation 15th Charity 
Golf Tournament
Monday, Sept 26  
Trump National Golf Club
Captains Choice
Shotgun start: 10:00 am
Cost $435 per player
Contact: Missy deSouza  704-231-2621
mdesouza@benmynatt.com

Verdict Ridge LGA Tournament Fundraiser for 
Breast Cancer & Domestic Violence Awareness 
Sunday, October 2 
Verdict Ridge Golf & Country Club
Cost:  $80 per golfer before 9/1,  $90 afterwards
Contact:  Linda Heller  vrlgafundraiser2016@gmail.com

6th Annual “Tee Off For A Veteran” Golf Tournament 
supporting Welcome Home Veterans and Patriot Rovers!
Saturday October 8th   
The Warrior Golf Club in China Grove 
11:30 am registration starts
12:15 pm lunch & silent auction 
Shotgun start 1:30 pm 
$90 per person includes: Golf, range balls, cart, lunch, 
door prize entry, player gift bag, post round awards and 
prize drawings
Contact: Bryan Holliday Cell: 704-408-6162
bkhollidaync@gmail.com

The Joe Martin ALS Foundation Golf Tournament
Monday, October 10
Ballantyne Country Club
Check in: 8AM / Shotgun Start: 10 am
Lunch and dinner included
Captain’s Choice
Register:  www.joemartinalsfoundation.org/index.php/
tournie-info
Neil Cottrell  704-332-1929 ext. 801  
neilcottrell@joemartinALSfoundation.org

Bright Blessings Annual Golf Classic
Friday, October 14, 2016
Raintree Country Club
Captain’s Choice
Shotgun Start 12:30 pm
Contact:  Bronwyn Pressley 704-846-2329
Bronwyn@brightblessingsusa.org

Hospice of Cabarrus County
Monday, October 24 
The Club of Irish Creek
10:00 am registration / 11:00 BBQ lunch
Shotgun start 12:00 noon
$100 per player
Contact: Jeanette Scire  704-403-5277
jeanette.scire@hpccc.org
 

Carolina Golf Journal would like to promote your 2016 fundraising golf tournament.  
Send your information to: sam@carolinagolfjournal.com or call 704-756-9909

Bright Blessings Annual Golf  Classic 
Brighter life for children

Bright Blessings founders, John and Amy Cervantes 
have a twofold mission of engaging volunteers of  al l 
ages to help br ighten the l ives of needy chi ldren. 

Start ing in 2005, the Cervantes threw bir thday 
celebrat ions every month for hundreds of homeless 
chi ldren at the Salvat ion Army Hope Center,  adding 
educat ional and enr ichment act iv i t ies to their 
program and also providing the kids with gi f ts,  new 
books and basic care essent ials. 

Today, Br ight Blessings remains a volunteer- led 
organizat ion that wi l l  impact more than 5,000 home -
less and impoverished chi ldren this year through i ts 
core programs, Bless-A-Bir thday, Bless-A-Baby, Gif t 
of Li teracy and Gif t  of  Care.

You can help by being a part  of  the Bright Blessings 
Chari ty Golf  Classic – October 14th at  Raintree 
Country Club. The shot-gun start  is 12:30pm.

To register cal l  Bronwyn Pressley at 704-846-2329 . 

C h a r i t y 
S p o t l i g h t
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R1 R2

R1. Apple Valley Golf Course - Lake Lure 
 Resort 18  ~ 828-694-3000
R2. Bald Mountain Golf Course  - Lake Lure
 Resort 18 ~ 828-694-3000 
1. Ballantyne Country Club - Charotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-544-9755 
2. Ballantyne Golf Club - Charlotte
 Public 18 ~ 704-341-4653 

3. Birkdale Golf Club - Huntersville
 Public 18 ~ 704-895-8038 
4. Briar Creek Golf Club- High Shoals
 Semi-Private 18~ 704-922-4208
5. Cabarrus Country Club - Concord
 Private 18 ~ 704-786-8154 
6. Carmel Country Club - Charlotte
 Private 36 ~ 704-542-2457  

7. Carolina Crossing Golf Club - York. SC
 Public 18 ~ 803-684-5878 
8. Carolina Golf & Country Club - Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-392-6363 
9. Carolina Lakes Golf Club  - Indian Land  
 Public 18 ~ 803-547-9688
10. Cedarwood Country Club  ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-542-0206

11. Charles T. Myers Golf Course ~ Charlotte  
 Public 18 ~ 704-536-1692 
12. Charlotte Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-333-9809
14. Charlotte National Golf Club ~ Indian Trail
 Public 18 ~ 704-882-8282 
15. Chester Golf Club - Richburg, SC  
 Public 18 ~ 803-581-5733

C a r o l i n a  G o l f  J o u r n a l  G o l f  C o u r s e  G u i d e  f o r  t h e  G r e a t e r  C h a r l o t t e  A r e a
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16. Th e Club at Irish Creek - Kannapolis
 Private 18 ~ 704-933-4336 
17. Th e Club at Longview  - Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-443-2500
18. Corbin Hills Golf Course - Salisbury 
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-636-0672 
19. Country Club of Salisbury
 Private ~ 704-636-7070 
20. Cowans Ford CC
 Private 18 ~ 704-827-3219
21. Cramer Mountain Club ~ Cramerton
 Private ~ 704-879-4888
22. Crescent Golf Club - Salisbury  
 Public 18 ~ 704-647-0025 
23. Crowders Mountain Golf & CC
 Public 18 ~ 704-739-7681 ~ Kings Mountain
24. Deer Brook Golf Club ~ Shelby
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-482-4653 
25. Th e Divide ~ Mint Hill  
 Public 18 ~ 704-882-8088 
26. Eagle Chase Golf Club ~ Marshville   
 Public 18 ~ 704-385-9000 
27. Edgewater Golf Club ~ Lancaster   
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 803-283-9800 
28. Emerald Lake Golf Club ~ Mint Hill    
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-882-7888 
29. Firethorne Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-843-3111 
30. Fort Mill Golf Club   
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 803-547-2044 
31. Larkin Golf Club - Statesville
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-872-9990 
32. Foxwood Golf Course~ Salisbury 
 Public 18 ~ 704-637-2528 
33. Gaston Country Club ~ Gastonia
 Private 18 ~ 704-865-7949 
34. Gastonia Catawba Creek GC ~ Gastonia
 Public 18 ~ 704-866-6945
35. Glen Oaks Golf Club ~ Maiden
 Semi-private 18~828-428-2451 
36. Golf Village ~ Pineville
 Public Par-3 ~ 704-889-5086 
37. Green Meadows Golf Course ~ Mt. Holly
 Public 18 ~ 704-827-9264 
38. Green Oaks Golf Course ~ Concord
 Public 18 ~ 704-786-4412 

39. Highland Creek Golf Club - Charlotte 
 Public 18 ~ 704-875-9000 
40. King’s Mountain Country Club   
 Public 18 ~ 704-739-5871 
41. Lakewood Golf Course ~ Cramerton
 Public 18 ~ 704-825-2852 
42. Lakewood Golf Course ~ Statesville
 Public 18 ~ 704-873-6441 
43. Lancaster Golf Club    
 Public 18 ~ 803-416-4500 
44. Larkhaven Golf Course - Charlotte   
 Public 18 ~ 704-545-4653 
45. Lincoln Country Club ~ Lincolnton 
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-735-1382 
46. Linwood Springs  ~ Gastonia
 Public 18 ~ 704-867-1642
47. Mallard Head Country Club ~ Mooresville 
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-664-7031
48. McCanless Golf Club ~ Salisbury  
 Public 18 ~ 704-637-1235
49. Monroe Country Club
 Public 18 ~ 704-282-4661 
50. Mooresville Country Club   
 Public 18 ~ 704-663-2539 
51. Myers Park Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-376-0745 
52. Northstone Country Club ~ Huntersville
 Private 18 ~ 704-948-4286 
53. Oak Hill Golf Course ~ Charlotte
 Public 18 ~ 704-394-2834 
54. Old North State Club ~ New London, NC
 Private 18 ~ 336- 461-4447 
55. Olde Sycamore Golf Plantation ~ Mint Hill  
 Public 18 ~ 704-573-1000 
56. Th e Palisades Country Club  - Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-548-0099
57. Paradise Valley Golf Course ~ Charlotte
 Public Par-3 ~ 704-548-1808 
58. Pebble Creek ~ Indian Trail
 Public Par-3 18 ~ 704-821-7276
59. Th e Peninsula Club ~ Cornelius
 Private 18 ~ 704-896-7060 
60. Pine Grove Golf Course ~ Shelby
 Public 18 ~ 704-487-0455 
61. Pine Island Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-394-1011

11. Charles T. Myers Golf Course ~ Charlotte  
 Public 18 ~ 704-536-1692 
12. Charlotte Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-333-9809
14. Charlotte National Golf Club ~ Indian Trail
 Public 18 ~ 704-882-8282 
15. Chester Golf Club - Richburg, SC  
 Public 18 ~ 803-581-5733

16. Th e Club at Irish Creek - Kannapolis 39. Highland Creek Golf Club - Charlotte 

C a r o l i n a  G o l f  J o u r n a l  G o l f  C o u r s e  G u i d e  f o r  t h e  G r e a t e r  C h a r l o t t e  A r e a
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62. Pine Lake CC - Mint Hill
 Private 18 ~ 704-394-1011  
63. Pinetuck Golf Club ~ Rock Hill
 Public 18 ~ 803-327-1141 
64. Trump National ~ Mooresville
 Private 18 ~ 704-660-1192
65. Providence Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-846-6325
66. Quail Hollow Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-552-1726 
67. Raintree Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 36 ~ 704-542-8150 
68. Red Bridge Golf Club ~ Locust
 Public 18 ~ 704-781-5231
69. Regent Park Golf Club ~ Ft. Mill  
 Public 18 ~ 803-547-1300 
70. Renaissance Park Golf Course ~ Charlotte  
 Public 18 ~ 704-357-3373 
71. Revolution Park Golf Course  ~ Charlotte 
 Public 9 ~ 704-342-1946 
72. Riverbend Golf Club ~ Shelby
 Public 18 ~ 704-482-4286 
73. River Hills Country Club ~ Lake Wylie
 Private 18 ~ 803-831-2249 

74. River Oaks Golf Club ~ Statesville  
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-883-8724 
75. River Run Golf & CC ~ Davidson
 Private 18 ~ 704-896-7355 
76. Rock Barn Golf & Spa ~ Conover
 Semi-Private 36 ~ 828-459-9279 
77. Rock Hill Country Club ~ Rock Hill
 Private 18 ~ 803-327-7790 
78. Rocky River Golf Club ~  Concord  
 Public 18 ~ 704-455-1200 
79. Rolling Hills Country Club ~ Monroe
 Private 18 ~ 704-283-8201
80. Skybrook Golf Club ~ Huntersville   
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-948-6611 
81. Springfield Golf Club ~ Ft. Mill
 Public 18 ~ 803-548-3318 
82. Spring Lake Golf Club ~ York  
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 803-684-4898
83. Statesville Country Club ~  Statesville
 Private 18 ~ 704-873-8376   
84. Stonebridge Golf Club ~ Mineral Springs 
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-283-8998  
85. Sunset Hills Golf Course ~ Charlotte 
             Public 18 ~ 704-399-0980 

86. Tega Cay Golf Club ~ Tega Cay
 Public 18 ~ 803-548-2918  
87. Tot Hill Farm Golf Club ~ Asheboro
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 336-857-4455  
88. TPC at Piper Glen ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-846-1515
89. The Tradition ~ Charlotte  
 Public 18 ~ 704-503-7529  
90. Twin Oaks Golf Course ~ Statesville
 Public 18 ~ 704-872-3979 
91. Verdict Ridge Golf & CC ~ Denver
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-489-1206 
92. Warrior Golf Club ~ China Grove   
 Semi-Private 18  ~ 704-856-0871 
93. Waterford Golf Club ~ Rock Hill 
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 803-324-0300 
94. Westport Golf ~ Denver  
 Public 18 ~ 704-489-8088 - Denver
95. White Oak ~ Alexis
 Public Par-3 18 ~ 704-263-9990 
96. Woodbridge Golf Links ~ Kings Mountain
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-482-0353
97.  Royster Memorial Golf Course ~ Shelby
 Public 9 ~ 704-484-6823

Charlotte golf at its inest!

Call or click for your tee time 704-948-6611
www.Skybrookgolf.com

Just minutes off I-77
14720 Northgreen Drive ~ Huntersville

EXPERIENCE TROON GOLF  ® 
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Highly rated Junior Golfers challenge Cherokee National Golf Club
Henry Transou Memorial Jr. Golf Classic 

September 24-25, 2016

        Henry Transou Memorial Junior Golf Classic
September 24-25, 2016

Cherokee National Golf and Recreation Club ~ Gaffney, SC 

“One of the highest rated Junior Golf Tournaments  
      played in the Carolinas”    

Carolina Golf Association -2015

Boys and girls junior golfers ages 8 -18 divided into age brackets 
Ages 8-9 play 9 holes each day  /   ages 10-12 play 9 holes each day  /  ages 13-18 play 18 holes each day

Entry fee: $70 (8-12 yrs old) / $90 (13-18 yrs old)

Registration application: www.carolinasgolf.org

        

For additional information: Danny Agapion, PGA  864-489-9417

When junior golfers have a dream to succeed in golf they have an 
excellent avenue to improve every year, by playing in the numer-
ous junior events in the Carolinas.  Many have already set their 

sights on one of the best events returning to Cherokee National Golf and 
Recreation Club in Gaffney, SC this September.

Annually recognized as one of the highest rated junior golf tournaments in 
the Carolinas, based on strength of competition by the Carolina Golf Asso-
ciation, the Henry Transou Memorial Jr. Golf Classic is set for September 
24-25, with a deadline for registration September 10th.

Open to juniors golfers age 8-18 from both North and South Carolina,  ju-
niors will be divided into age brackets 8-9 (boys and girls playing green tees, 
9 holes each day); 10-12 (boys and girls playing red tees, 9 holes each day); 
13-18 (girls playing gold tees, 18 holes each day); 13-18 (boys playing white 
tees, 18 holes each day).

The entry fee is $70.00 
per 8-12 year old player, 
$90 per 13-18 year old 
player.  Entry fees must 
accompany application 
found at www.carolina-
golf.org and received by 
September 10th.  Entry 
fees include player’s 
lunch both days, tee gift, 
trophies for division 
winners and others who 
place.  

The late Henry Transou 
was the head professional 
at Cherokee National for 
over 32 years (1964-96), 
where he taught young 
golfers the etiquette and 
techniques of the game 
not only through lessons 
but also through his calm 
example. Transou passed 
away in September of 
2004, and Cherokee National has honored him with this Memorial Golf 
Classic since 2012.

To amplify the caliber of competition in September, the 2015 winner Caleb 
Proveaux of Lexington, SC has signed to play golf at South Carolina, and is 
rated as one the top 36 USA golf recruits in the 2016 signing class.  Game-
cocks’ Head Golf Coach Bill 
McDonald knows that competi-
tion like the Transou Classic has 
helped mold Caleb.

“Caleb is one of those few players 
who doesn’t shy away from the 
opportunity to win and he closes 
out golf tournaments about as 
well as anyone I’ve ever seen in 
junior or amateur golf.”  
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Caleb Proveaux - 2015 winner 
and top college golf recruit
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Golf Channel talent Charlie Rymer paying back 
his home town of Ft. Mill, SC
Special for the Carolina Golf Journal

Saying “it was nice to come home again”, Golf Channel on-air personality 
Charlie Rymer made his latest home visit a benefi cial one for his former 
high school golf teams. 

Rymer, who graduated from Ft. Mill in 1986, appeared at the Ft. Mill Golf Club 
and used his gift  of gab telling stories and auctioning a variety of  items to raise 
nearly $10,000 for the Ft. Mill boys’ and girls’ golf teams. 

Rymer’s family moved to Ft. Mill from Cleveland, Tennessee during his elemen-
tary school years and quickly made a name for himself on the South Carolina 

golf scene. A big trophy he brought home from a tourna-
ment win in Newberry convinced his father that Charlie 
“had a future” in golf.

Rymer was part of three high school state championships 
at Ft. Mill and won multiple individual state high school 
championships, and he also won the State Junior three 
times. He earned Carolinas player of the year honors in 
1985 and played on numerous all-star teams. 

Following high school, Rymer received a scholarship at 

Georgia Tech, where he won fi ve 
collegiate tournaments.  Aft er col-
lege, he played mini-tours early in his 
professional golf days before making 
the PGA Tour from 1995-97. But he 
failed to keep his playing privileges 
and missed advancing from qualify-
ing school by one stroke. “I was like a 
dog chasing his tail,” he said, “but golf 
was all I had ever done.”

Facing reality, he pondered his future and remembers meeting Gary McCord on 
the practice tee at the Hootie and the Blowfi sh Monday aft er the Masters.  “He 
asked me what I was going to do, and we talked a while,” Rymer said. “Th en, he 
asked, why don’t you do TV? You’re an idiot, you qualify for TV.”

Th e combination of Rymer and television clicked, and golf is still his life. His 
friendship with golf broadcasters led to an audition, and he worked with CBS, 
ABC, ESPN and the USA Network prior to joining the Golf Channel. He 
remains active in promoting junior golf.

He and wife Carol and their two sons live in Orlando, Fla, but aft er his recent 
visit, you could tell his heart is still committed to his “home town” – Ft. Mill.

Four Fabulous Choices . . .

Chester Golf Club
803-581-5733

Fort Mill Golf Club
803-547-2044

LEROY SPRINGS
& COMPANY, INC.

www.leroysprings.com

 Springfield Golf Club
803-548-3318

Lancaster Golf Club
803-416-4500

Charlie Rymer on the set of Golf Channel’s 
Morning Drive

golf scene. A big trophy he brought home from a tourna-
ment win in Newberry convinced his father that Charlie 
“had a future” in golf.

Rymer was part of three high school state championships 
at Ft. Mill and won multiple individual state high school 
championships, and he also won the State Junior three 
times. He earned Carolinas player of the year honors in 
1985 and played on numerous all-star teams. 

Following high school, Rymer received a scholarship at 
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More than a walk in the park…
A walk into history at FORT MILL GOLF CLUB
By Sam Smith

When the Fort Mill Golf Club was built back in 1948 it was 
designed to give Leroy Springs Company employees a place 
to relax and enjoy a comfortable round of golf.  But what was 

once a company perk, is now public golfers delight.

Kudos goes to the Springs Company for having the foresight to hire the 
best to design their new course.  Legendary Donald Ross laid out the 
front nine, a masterpiece of a jigsaw puzzle with every hole fitting into 
the character of the rolling hills and tree-lined fairways.  The beauty of 
the front nine is that with its Ross design, it may be one of the most com-
fortable walking courses in the Charlotte area.

There is of course the Ross touch, but none more apparent than the back-
to-back 6th and 7th holes.  The 6th is a 406 yard par-4 (white tees) with 
the slightest of a dogleg right through the oaks, with an uphill second 
to an elevated green with a steep Ross-style front. If you don’t carry the 
second shot far enough, the ball could come right back toward you.  Take 
at least one more club, a little long and on the green is a good thing.

The 7th, which was the original starting hole when the side opened in 
1948, is a dogleg left from an elevated tee by the clubhouse. The green 
is partially hidden by new mounds that are just over two sand bunkers 
that are at least 10-yards in front of the green, giving you the Ross “false 
front”  appearance.  Again, correct club selection is a must to master Mr. 
Ross’s mind game. 

The back nine, which opened several decades later than the Donald 
Ross front nine, was designed by George Cobb - in his own right one of 
the premier golf course designers.  Of the 100’s of his course designs, in 

addition to Fort Mill, the Charlotte area enjoys several top-rated courses 
including Quail Hollow, Carmel CC (North), Cabarrus CC in Concord, 
and Rolling Hills CC in Monroe.   

Cobb’s 1959 design is also very walkable with a similar green to tee box 
distance as found on the front side.  Two holes that are most talked about 
on the back nine are the par-5’s.  Hole #12 measuring 538 yards from the 
white tees plays over a pond off the tee, and a uphill approach into the 
green.  If it was a strain to score well at #12, the 553 yard 16th hole can 
be a round saver.  Playing a couple of shots easier, the approach shot here 
is severely downhill into a friendly green. 

Ft. Mill was a pioneer in greens conversion in the Greater Charlotte area, 
switching from bent-grass to Bermuda in 2008. At the same time both 
sides benefitted greatly from Clyde Johnston’s renovation.  On the Don-
ald Ross front side, Johnston went with old drawings of the Ross original 
design - adding and subtracting bunkers and mounds to accent the “false 
front” trademark.  The work on the back side was mostly cosmetic.  

Fort Mill is the home of Marc Lapointe Golf which has added an excel-
lent golf learning experience for golfers of all levels.  Located on the driv-
ing range, golfers have five target greens, a short game practice area with 
a bunker to help improve your short game and a large Bermuda putting 
green.

To enjoy your walk, or ride, through history and experience excellent golf 
course conditions call Fort Mill Golf Club at 803-547-2044 for tee times, 
membership information or to schedule instruction.  Or logon at www.
playfortmill.com 

addition to Fort Mill, the Charlotte area enjoys several top-rated courses 

Fort Mill’s clubhouse
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Special from Golf Buzz

Harrison Mancill, 13, and John Berrigan, 10, did something amazing. In 
the fi nal match for two Hilton Head PGA Junior League Golf teams at 
the Country Club of Hilton Head (Country Club of Hilton Head #2 vs. 

Wexford Plantation), the pair had back-to-back holes- in-one on the 89-yard, 
par-3 fi ft h hole. 

Th e National Hole in One Registry sets the odds of two players from the same 
foursome acing the same hole at 17 million to one.  Not bad for two kids whose 
combined age (23) is that of Jordan Spieth. 

Mancill was the fi rst to score an ace, dropping the ball in the hole with a wedge. 

Berrigan, representing 
the Wexford team, 
immediately answered 
with his 9-iron shot. 

Mancill is the son of 
PGA Member Jim 
Mancill from Sapelo 
Hammock Golf Club in 
Shellman Bluff , Ga.

Junior Golfers beat the odds: 
                          Back-to-back hole-in-ones

Rocky River Golf Club Newly remodeled clubhouse 
& banquet facilities - 

Book your fall outings now!
Dates going quickly!

704-455-1200
www.rockyrivergolf.com

John Berrigan and Harrison Mancill
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Sugar Mountain Golf Club - “Everyone’s Golf Course”
By Th omas McAuliff e, Sugar Mountain Pro Golf Director

The Sugar Mountain Golf Club may be the best kept secret in       
mountain golf, but not for long. 

Located just minutes from Boone, Banner Elk and the Blue Ridge Park-
way, the 18-hole municipal course is “Everyone’s Golf Course” in a region 
home to some of the world’s premiere private country club communities. 
Th e fabulous golf course opened for play in 1974, the design of Frank 
Duane, previously the senior project manager for more than two decades 
for Robert Trent Jones, the undisputed dean of golf course architecture.

Th e par-64 layout maximizes every view, every mountain brook, and 
every stand of rhododendron and forest on the 60-acre site. Th e course 
features nine par threes, eight par fours, and a single par fi ve. 

At an elevation of 4,000 feet, the course features immaculate putting 
surfaces, hailed by those who play here as second to none. Any sugges-
tions that the diminutive creation is anything less than a stellar test, or a 
grand stage from which to enjoy the drama of mountain golf, are quickly 
assuaged for the fi rst time visitor.

All who play Sugar Mountain leave won-over, marked for life by the bril-
liance of the routing and the magical quality of the putting surfaces. Th e 
layout courses through a verdant land rich in laurel and rushing streams 
and exploits every panoramic view the property possesses.  Best of all, the 
course delivers an enjoyable experience for players of all skill levels.

Sugar Mountain Golf ClubSugar Mountain Golf Club
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The Davidson College Golf House at River Run Country Club is nearing 
a year old, and already the Davidson Wildcats golf team and River Run 
juniors are reaping the benefi ts.

Th e facility which is located on the short game practice area, features roll-up 
garage doors that open to heated hitting bays, allowing Davidson golfers to 
practice in inclement weather. Th e space also includes a locker room and lounge, 
video capabilities, an offi  ce for Coach Tim Straub, meeting space, a club repair 
room and restrooms. Outside of Davidson use, only River Run’s on-site golf pro 
will be allowed to teach in the facility.

“Virtually all of the schools we compete against have this type of facility, and 
our lack of one had created a bit of a void in our recruitment eff orts,” said Coach 
Straub.  “River Run generously off ered land for the Davidson team to develop a 
practice space if we could raise the funds for it, and our committee got together 
to discuss next steps right away.”

Graeme Keith class of ‘54 and Ben Vernon class of ‘50, were centerpieces of the 
fundraising eff orts and were honored with Lifetime Achievement Awards.  Both, 
former members of the men’s golf team, also led the founding of the annual Tom 
Scott Memorial Golf Tournament, which is approaching its 21st year.

River Run’s junior golf program has been one of the success stories at the club for 
the past 15 +  years. Th e stable of young players that have come out of our junior 
program is truly astonishing.

Th is commitment 
to player develop-
ment and 
enjoyment is 
vital to the club’s 
growth and future.

“Th e junior pro-
gram consists of play days, instructional programs of all levels, interclub 
competitions and club tournaments”, said David Ross, Director of Instruction at 

River Run Country Club. “We realize that 
not all golfers like to compete and many 
play with parents or friends just for the 
pleasure of hanging out at the new 
Golf House.  We host junior play days 
weekly designed to introduce juniors to 
one another so they can play and practice 
the game together.”

With Davidson College and River Run 
teaming up, Coach Straub feels it’s a 

perfect   fi t.  “We treasure the relationship with River Run, and we see this as a 
great bond between the college and the golf course. It’s a phenomenal course and facility, 
and we feel lucky to have it as our home base.”

Davidson College golfers & River Run Juniors 
enhanced at Davidson College Golf House

River Run Country Club. “We realize that 
not all golfers like to compete and many 
play with parents or friends just for the 
pleasure of hanging out at the new 
Golf House.  We host junior play days 
weekly designed to introduce juniors to 
one another so they can play and practice 
the game together.”

David Ross starts off  River Run’s
 juniors at an early age.
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Charlotte/Central Carolina Senior  Amateur Tour
August 15 TPC at Piper Glen  Charlotte
22  Th e Peninsula   Cornelius
25  Anderson Creek   Spring Lake
September 7 Th e Players @ Cabarrus CC Concord
8  Carolina Trace (Creek)  Sanford
21  River Hills Country Club  Lake Wylie
28  Cowans Ford Country Club Stanley
October 5 Country Club of Salisbury  Salisbury
Nov. 15-17 Senior Tour Championship
   Palmetto Dunes (Jones)  Hilton Head
  Hampton Hall Country Club Blufft  on

Charlotte Golfweek Amateur Tour
September 25  Th e Club at Irish Creek  Kannapolis, NC
October 21-23  Tour Championship
                    Palmetto Dunes (Jones)  Hilton Head, SC

Swing Th ought Tour 
Aug. 15-20  TBA    North Augusta, SC
Aug. 21-27  Th e Members Club  Elgin, SC
Aug. 30- Sept. 1  Cobblestone Park Golf Club Blythewood, SC
Sept. 13-15  Monroe Country Club  Monroe, NC

Contac t  infor mation for  local  tours :
Charlotte Senior Amateur Tour: 704-844-8264

 senioramateurgol� our.net/charlotte

Charlotte Golfweek Amateur Tour: 704-844-8264 
amateurgol� our.net/charlotte

Swing Th ought Tour:  800-992-8748
swingthought.com

National Junior Golf Tour: 704-824-6548 
nationaljuniorgolfassociation.com

            

      Dedicated to superb conditions & the 
                   highest level of customer service

         Don’t believe us? Come see for yourself!

     

        

     Stonebridge Golf  Club
      set  among the rol l ing hi l ls

       & splendid hardwoods 
      o f  Union County

2721 Swilcan Burns Drive ~ Monroe, NC  28112 ~ 704-283-8998 ~ www.stonebridgegolfclub.com

BMW Charity Pro-Am 
Executive Director resigns

Aft er 15 years in the position, 
Darin MacDonald has 
resigned as the executive 

director of the BMW Charity Pro-Am 
presented by Synnex. 

MacDonald, along with former BMW 
Executive Bobby Hitt and Doug 
McGrath changed the PGA Tour event 
from a small regular Tour tournament 

to the Pro-Am format of today.
Th e tournament gained national 
notoriety when actor Kevin Costner 
came to the event for several years af-
ter the release of his “Tin Cup” movie. 
Celebrities from sports, music and 
Hollywood helped make the tourna-
ment unique on the Tour. 

Under McDonald’s leadership the 
BMW Charity Pro-Am has contribut-
ed $12.1 million to Upstate charities.  
18 Upstate charities were presented 
with checks totaling $676.252 from 
the 2016 event. 

A nation-wide search will began 
immediately to replace McDonald, 
with consideration given to current 
Pro-Am staff  members.  Continuing 
the success developed by McDonald 
is a must for the next director.  
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PGA 2016 SCHEDULE
August 18-21 Wyndham Championship ~ Sedgefi eld CC ~ Greensboro 
25-28    Barclays ~ Bethpage State Park ~ Farmingdale, NY
Sept 2-5  Deutsche Bank Championship* ~ TPC Boston ~ Norton, MA  
8-11  BMW Championship* ~ Crooked Stick GC ~ Carmel, IN
22-25  Tour Championship* ~ East Lake GC ~ Atlanta
30- Oct 2    Ryder Cup ~ Hazeltine National GC ~ Chaska, MN

*FedEx Cup playoff event

LPGA 2016 SCHEDULE

CHAMPIONS TOUR 2016 SCHEDULE

WEB.COM 2016 SCHEDULE

LPGA 2016 SCHEDULELPGA 2016 SCHEDULE

August 22- 28  Boeing Classic ~ TPC Snoqualmie     
  Ridge ~ Snoqualmie, WA
29 - Sept 4  Shaw Charity Classic ~ Canyon 
  Meadows ~ Calgary
12 - 18  Nature Valley First Tee Open ~ Pebble  
  Beach
19 - 25  Pacifi c Links China Championship ~ 27  
  Club ~ Tianjan, China
Oct 3 - 9   Toshiba Classic ~ Newport Beach CC ~ Newport, CA 
10 - 16  SAS Championship ~ Prestonwood CC ~ Cary, NC
 24 - 30  Power Shares QQQ ~ TBA
 31 - 6  Dominion Charity Classic ~ CC of Virginia ~Richmond, VA
Nov 7 - 13  Charles Schwab Cup Championship ~ Desert Mtn Club  

August 25-28 Canadian Pacifi c Women’s Open ~ Calgary
Sept 1 - 4  Manulife Classic ~ Cambridge, Ontario, Canada
15-18  Evian Championship ~ Evian-les-Bains, France
29 - Oct 2  China
October 6- 9 Sime Darby LPGA Malaysia ~ Kuala Lumpur
13 - 16  KEB Hana Bank Championship 
  Incheon, S.Korea
20-23  Fubon Taiwan Championship ~ Taipei
27-30  Blue Bay  ~ Hainan Island, China
Nov 4-6   Toto Japan Classic ~ Shima-Shi, Mie, Japan
10-13  Lorena Ochoa Invitational ~ Mexico City
17-20  CME Group Tour Championship ~ Naples, FL

Nov 7 - 13  Charles Schwab Cup Championship ~ Desert Mtn Club  

August 25-28 Canadian Pacifi c Women’s Open ~ Calgary
Sept 1 - 4  Manulife Classic ~ Cambridge, Ontario, Canada
15-18  Evian Championship ~ Evian-les-Bains, France
29 - Oct 2  China
October 6- 9 Sime Darby LPGA Malaysia ~ Kuala Lumpur
13 - 16  KEB Hana Bank Championship 
  Incheon, S.Korea

August 18-21 News Sentinel Open  ~ Fox Den CC ~ Knoxville, TN 
25-28  WinCo Portland Open ~ Pumpkin Ridge GC ~ North  
  Plains, OR
Sept 8 -11 DAP Championship ~ Canterbury GC ~Beachwood, OH
15 -18  Albertsons Boise Open ~ Hillcrest CC ~ Boise, ID 
22-25  Nationwide Children’s Hospital Championship ~ Ohio State GC 
  Columbus, OH
October 6-9 Web.com Tour Championship ~ TBA
24-27  Nationwide Children’s Hospital Championship ~ OSU Golf Club 
  Columbus, OH
November 1-4 Web.com Tour Championship ~ TPC Sawgrass ~ Ponte Vedra Beach 
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www.playeaglechase.comwww pllayeagllechhase com
704-385-9000

Dramatic elevation changes &
a mountain golf experience at 

Union County’s premier
semi-private golf course -

just minutes from uptown Charlotte

Special Summer Rates

Weekday Rates:
Monday - Th ursday $32

Friday $35

Sat/Sun/Holiday Rates:

(Before 12 noon) ~ $46

Sat/Sun/Holiday Rates:

(Aft er 12 noon) ~ $36

Senior (55 & up):
Monday - Friday ~ $26

The Hidden Jewel

of the Carolinas

A Challenging
Tom Jackson Design

Enjoy the 
mature

Zoysiagrass 
greens

** Bring this ad in for complimentary range balls!**
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1. Where did the Ryder Cup get its name?
a.) An English seed merchant   b.) An American rental truck company   c.) Bernard Darwin

2. Name the first Senior Tour player to be picked for the Ryder Cup.
a.) Fred Funk   b.) Jay Haas   c.) Raymond Floyd

3. Who is the only player to end a Ryder Cup match with a hole-in-one?
a.) Paul Casey   b.) Nick Faldo   c.) Scott Verplank

4. Who was the last playing captain in the Ryder Cup?
a.) Tony Jacklin   b.) Arnold Palmer  c.) Dow Finsterwald
 
5. Who is the youngest player to compete in the Ryder Cup?
a.) Sergio Garcia   b.) Tiger Woods    c.) Rickie Fowler

6. Which U.S. captain put together the No. 1 and No. 2 player in the world, only to see 
them get beat on the last hole?
a.) Hal Sutton   b.) Ben Crenshaw   c.) Dave Stockton

7. Rory McIlroy is No. 1 in the world. Who was the last European to be No. 1 at the 
Ryder Cup?
a.) Ian Woosnam   b.) Nick Faldo   c.) Lee Westwood

8. Who holds the record for career points won in the Ryder Cup?
a.) Billy Casper   b.) Walter Hagen  c.) Nick Faldo

9. On which course did Europe win its first Ryder Cup on American soil?
a.) Muirfield Village   b.) Oak Hill   c.) The Greenbrier

10. What significant change in the Ryder Cup occurred in 1979?
a.) Players from continental Europe were eligible.
b.) Captains no longer could play in the matches.
c.) The Ryder Cup turned its first profit.

11. On which golf course has the Ryder Cup been played the most times?
a.) Valhalla   b.) Southport and Ainsdale   c.) The Belfry

12. The Ryder Cup was not played on consecutive days in 1951 at Pinehurst. Why was 
no golf played on Saturday?
a.) Overnight storms toppled all the corporate hospital tents
b.) A hurricane warning
c.) Both teams attended a college football game

13. Name the player whose 45-foot birdie putt that won the Ryder Cup became known 
as the “shot heard `round the world.”
a.) Seve Ballesteros    b.) Justin Leonard    c.) Davis Love III

14. Who is the only player to beat Tiger Woods in Ryder Cup singles?
a.) Jesper Parnevik   b.) Ian Poulter   c.) Costantino Rocca

15. Name the only American who played in at least five Ryder Cups and never lost a 
singles match.
a.) Larry Nelson   b.) Tom Kite   c.) Jack Burke Jr.

16. This player, regarded one of the greatest ever in match play, suffered the worst sin-
gles loss in Ryder Cup history.

a.) Walter Hagen   b.) Seve Ballesteros   c.) Tiger Woods

17. When the Ryder Cup resumed in 1947 after World War II, the Americans won 11-1 
at Portland Golf Club. Name the only American to lose his match.
a.) Herman Keiser   b.) Byron Nelson   c.) Sam Snead

18. When this player beat Ian Woosnam 2-up, he became the only player to go 18 holes 
in all five matches. Name him.
a.) Lanny Wadkins   b.) Curtis Strange   c.) Tom Watson

19. What is considered the greatest gesture of sportsmanship in the Ryder Cup?
a.) Jack Nicklaus conceding Tony Jacklin a short par putt in 1969 so the Ryder Cup 
would end in a tie.
b.) Hal Sutton sending out Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson as partners twice.
c.) Corey Pavin supporting Ryder Cup sales by purchasing rain suits from the pro shop 
at Celtic Manor.

20. Who was the last player to win all five of his Ryder Cup matches?
a.) Luke Donald   b.) Larry Nelson   c.) Jack Nicklaus

21. Ian Poulter defeated Steve Stricker in singles at Valhalla in 2008 to set what Ryder 
Cup record?
a.) Most points won by a captain’s pick.  b.) Fewest putts for an 18-hole match.  c.) First 
player to tweet a Ryder Cup result.

22. Which player broke his putter in anger and had to use a sand wedge the rest of his 
match?
a.) Ben Crenshaw   b.) Tiger Woods   c.) Tommy Bolt

23. Who was Bernhard Langer’s opponent when he missed his 6-foot par putt on the 
18th hole at Kiawah Island?
a.) Hale Irwin   b.) Mark Calcavecchia   c.) Payne Stewart

24. What did caddie Steve Williams do at The K Club in a 2006 singles match that 
caused so much embarrassment?
a.) Broke a photographer’s camera   b.) Broke wind   c.) Dropped Tiger Woods’ 9-iron 
into the River Liffey.

25. Name the European who was No. 119 in the world when he beat Phil Mickelson in 
a pivotal singles match in 2002?
a.) Phillip Price   b.) Philip Walton   c.) David Gilford

26. Who was the only American who failed to earn a point as a captain’s pick?
a.) Curtis Strange   b.) Jay Haas   c.) Fred Couples

27. Which player hit a wedge to a foot on the final hole at PGA National that led to a U.S. victory?
a.) Raymond Floyd   b.) Lanny Wadkins   c.) Jim Gallagher Jr.

28. Name the only American who lost the decisive singles match and won the decisive 
singles match.
a.) Jim Furyk   b.) Justin Leonard   c.) Hunter Mahan

Ry D E R  Cu P

Answers on page 22



CAROLINA GOLF JOURNAL24 Vol. 7 Issue 4     


