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Snoopy Gems 
Volume 42       Number 9    September 2016 

Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral  

Society Inc. 

September Workshop 

Our September and October workshops will be devoted 

to making Christmas tree ornaments for the show. Each 

member is ask to select an ornament design, make one 

ornament and bring it to the workshop. You should be 

prepared to demonstrate how the ornament is made and 

have patterns available for others. Ornaments can be 

wire,  beading or anything that fits in with the club work-

shops. Go on the web and search for designs and tutori-

als. They are not hard to find. After the show these orna-

ments will be used to decorate our club Christmas tree 

and will be given away as door prizes at our club Christ-

mas party in December. Have fun! We can't wait to see 

what everyone comes up with. 

Presidents Message 

MGCGMS  Established in  1974 

http://www.mgcgms.org 

Email: mgcgms@bellsouth.net 

Dear Members, 

Congratulations to Barbi Beatty as editor of this 
publication, Snoopy Gems -- #1 best Mini Bul-
letin in all of AFMS and also #8 in best Special 
Publication for the Magnolia State Gem, Miner-
al and Jewelry Show Program of 2015.  Great 
work! 

Don’t miss our September workshop where you 
will learn how to make some new Christmas 
tree ornaments for the show.  Bring one orna-
ment you have made, and be prepared to 
demonstrate how the ornament is made and 
have patterns available for others. Ornaments 
can be wire, beading or anything that fits in 
with the club workshops.  We will all learn new 
techniques/designs.  Machines will be availa-
ble. 

Please note a workshop change beginning in 
September: 

We will enter and leave through the library en-
trance where a sign in sheet and agenda will be 
located on a nearby table.  The other entrance is 
only for loading and unloading equipment and 
we’ll post a sign to that effect.  During the meet-
ing, I’ll mention a couple of minor changes that 
need to be made to comply with Jackson Coun-
ty Library Rules.  Also the September workshop 
will end a little early due to scheduled mainte-
nance/cleaning in the late afternoon on that 
day. 

If you are making a raffle donation for the No-
vember show, you may bring it to the Septem-
ber meeting so Lisa can prepare her list of items 
and order tickets. 

Remember to invite a friend to the workshop so 
they can have the thrill of creating jewelry or 
learning about the lapidary arts. 

Have a happy and safe Labor Day! 

Liz Platt, 

President  

MGCGMS P.O. Box 857  

Ocean Springs, MS 39566 

http://www.mgcgms.org
http://www.mgcgms.org
mailto:mgcgms@bellsouth.net?subject=Club%20Email
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August 2016 Minuets:  
Meeting Called to Order: 1:05 p.m. 
Members in Attendance: 20 
Meeting: 
President Liz Platt called the meeting to order. She wel-
comed everyone and explained the “New Sign-In Sheet” that 
we will be using. You will only sign-in one time as you come 
in regardless whether you are taking the workshop or equip-
ment usage and place a check mark (in the appropriate 
place) if you will be attending the workshop and/or meeting. 
She welcome Natalie Web from Canada who does Silver-
smith. 
Natalie, who does IT by trade met her husband from Gau-
tier, Ms. in 2012 at the Panama Canal. It is also good to see 
Benta, Brenda Queen & her husband along with John 
Wright. It’s good to see you all and welcome back.     
 
Minutes to Accept: President Liz Platt asked if there was a 
motion to accept our July 2016 minutes printed in the Au-
gust Newsletter. A correction made by Barbara Savvedra 
that she received a pet rock with “Adopt a Rock” program 
last month. A motion was made to accept the minutes with 
the correction by Vicki Reynolds and 2nd by Reba Shotts. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Treasury Report: Given by Barbi Beatty. A deposit was 
made in our main account for petty cash, 50/50, name tags, 
and workshops. A motion was made to accept by Barbara 
Savvedra and 2nd by Bill LaRue. Motion Carried.  
 
Committee Reports:  
Workshop Committee: Report given by Dave Cook.  
We had 10 people take the Elegant Orb Earring workshop 
today from Lisa. He said next month for September we will 
work on Christmas ornaments for the show Christmas tree. 
Be able to demonstrate to other members how you made 
your ornament. I will send out an email to everyone.    
 
Faceting Committee: Report given by Buddy Shotts. 
Buddy said, “we are meeting at the Bill and Lettie White’s 
house which we enjoy because Angie’s A/C is out right now. 
Jim Kirchner went to Chicago and we are going to Wild 
Acres next month in September. Reba and I also attended 
some seminars at a Faceting Frolic. We had fun last month 
in Franklinton.   
 
Show Committee: Report given by Bill LaRue and Liz Platt. 
Liz said, “our show is the second weekend in November on 
the 11th, 12th, and 13th with Thursday, November 10th being 
our setup day”. Bill LaRue said, “we have eleven signed con-
tracts and two aren’t coming back with a total of 30-32. Only 
one booth left with eight tables”. President Liz Platt outlined 
the show – dealer dinner, raffle, front door, kitchen, food, 
setup and breakdown. Last month we voted no discounts on 
admission to show and everyone must pay $3.00 for a 
chance to win a door prize. 
 
Bill announced that he did get the building for $1500.00 and 
only the vendors who were present last year will get a refund 
if they return this year. Venders will pay full price this year 
and after the show to insure our discount is received they 
will be issued a refund check by mail. Bill White made a mo-
tion that the society keeps part of the refund to cover the 
clubs losses due to the construction. John Guglik 2nd the 
motion. Bill LaRue spoke against it. The motion failed. 
 
Raffle Committee: Report by Lisa Fitch 
Your donation needs to be in by September so our tickets 
can be printed. Please get your prizes turned because I need 
a couple months to work the raffle before the show. 

 
Equipment Committee: Report given by Jim Kirchner. 
We had two people check out equipment. Equipment mainte-
nance fee is $3.00 per user. This does not entitle you to all 
day if other members want to use the equipment. The 1st ses-
sion is 9 am - 12 noon and the 2nd session is after lunch/
meeting to close. President Liz Platt explain to Natalie about 
the liability waiver and checking out equipment.   
 
Library Committee: Report given by Barbi Beatty. 
You can check out material I have the library with me and if 
you have some things out please return so others can enjoy 
the material too. 
 
Sunshine Committee: Report by Reba Shotts 
I sent out four cards and called a few members. John W. said, 
“Cathy Marousky had knee replacement surgery”. 
 
Communication: Report by president Liz Platt 
Liz said, “she and John Guglik put two free ads in the Sun 
Herald newspaper this month about the society and will con-
tinue to do so every month. Rock & Gem magazine for Octo-
ber and November issues will have our show ad. The SFMS is 
also advertising our show on their website but it will also be 
in the Lodestar. Dave Cook plugged our show in his article, 
Magnolia State of Mind when selected as “Mississippi Hand-
made”. 
 
Unfinished Business: Report by Barbi Beatty 
Brochures, business cards for the society and postcards for 
the show are now done. Barbi had a QRcode printed on the 
back so it can be scanned with a smart phone. Show infor-
mation printed on the postcards advertise it as the 2nd week-
end in November. Any surplus postcards can be used again. 
 
New Business: Bill LaRue presented John Wright with a 
$35.00 gift card as a present for being the pass president. 
Next month President Liz Platt will appoint a nominating 
committee for elections. We will provide our members with a 
paper ballot for voting in November. Our vendor dinner will 
be at 5pm so   we can start our meeting sooner to allow our 
members to leave earlier. John Guglik made a motion to ac-
cept the boards decision for a paper ballot. Benta 2nd the mo-
tion. Motion carried.  
 
Show and Tell: Report by John Wright, Bill LaRue, Barbi 
Beatty and Natalie Web: 
 
John Wright had a slice of Pallasite from a meteorite found in 
Kansas. It would cost $1,300,000.00 for 3 carats of Peridot 
off that piece. He also had a green Olivine cross and a large 
green Peridot pendant. Bill LaRue showed off all his Peridots 
and he had jars full of them. Barbi Beatty shared rough and 
faced peridot as well as a few pieces of peridot jewelry. Na-
talie Web showed off sterling silver jewelry made with recy-
cled material from sea glass, Avon and wine bottles.   
 
Silent Auction: Report by John Guglik  
Today we are having our silent auction and your bid must 
start at .25 cents. 
 
50/50:  Won by Lettie White.  
 
Door Prizes: They were won by the following members: Bill 
LaRue, Jim Kirchner, Rosalind Norvel-Daniels, Ed King, Re-
ba Shotts, David Cook, Aurora King, and Brenda Queen. 
 
Adjournment: 2:26 p.m. Motion made by Aurora King and 
2nd by Bill White. Motion carried. 
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Sapphire, the birthstone of September, is most de-

sired in its pure, rich blue color but is present in 

almost every color including pink, yellow and green. 

In the Middle Ages the gem was believed to protect 

those close to you from harm and also represented 

loyalty and trust 

Geological information:  

Sapphire is a typically blue gemstone variety of 

the mineral corundum, an aluminium oxide (α-

Al2O3). Trace amounts of elements such as iron, 

titanium, chromium, copper, or magnesium can 

give corundum respectively blue, yellow, purple, 

orange, or green color. Chromium impurities in co-

rundum yield pink or red tint, the latter being 

called ruby. 

 Formula: Al2O3 

System: Trigonal 

Hardness: 9 

 

 

The most valuable color of Sapphire is a cornflower 

blue color, known as Kashmir Sapphire or Corn-

flower Blue Sapphire. Another extremely valuable 

Sapphire form is the very rare, 

orange-pink Padparadschah.  

 

 

 

An exotic type of sapphire, known as Color Chang-

ing Sapphire, displays a different color depending 

on its lighting. In natural light, Color Changing Sap-

phire is blue, but in artificial light, it is violet. Yel-

low and pink Sapphire have recently become very 

popular, and are now often seen in jewelry. 

 

 

 

Going way back in time, Sapphires (excluding blue) 

were often called the same name as a popular gem-

stone of that color with the prefix "oriental" added 

to it. For example, green Sapphire was called 

"Oriental Emerald".  The practice 

of applying the name of a different 

gemstone to identify the sapphire 

was misleading, and these names 

are no longer used. What was once 

called "Oriental Emerald" is now 

called "Green Sapphire". The same 

holds true for all other color varieties of Sapphire. 

However, the word "Sapphire" in its plain context 

refers only to blue Sapphire, unless a prefix color is 

specified. Sapphire with a color other than blue is 

often called a "fancy" in the gem trade. 

Continued on page 4: 

January  Birthdays  

 

Liz Platt    Rose Harvey    Elmyra LaRue    Cathy Marouski 
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Continued from page 3: 
 

Sapphire often contains minor inclusions of tiny 
slender Rutile needles. When present, these inclu-
sions decrease the transparency of a stone and are 
known as silk. When in dense, parallel groupings, 
these inclusions can actually enhance by allowing 
polished Sapphires to exhibit asterism. Sapphire 
gems displaying asterism are known as "Star Sap-
phire", and these can be highly prized. Star Sap-
phire exists in six ray stars, though twelve ray stars 
are also known. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sapphire is pleochroic, displaying a lighter and 
more intense color when viewed at different angles. 
Some pleochroic Sapphire is blue when viewed at 
one angle, and purple at a different angle. Color 
zoning, which forms from growth layers that build 
up during the formation of the stone, may also be 
present in certain Sapphires. Color zoning is re-
sponsible for certain Sapphires having lighter and 
darker colors in different parts of a crystal. Some 
Sapphire gemstones may even be multicolored such 
as purple and blue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sapphire is a tough and durable gem, and the only 
natural gemstone harder than Sapphire is Dia-
mond. Despite this, Sapphire is still subject to chip-
ping and fracture if handled roughly, and care 
should be taken to ensure it is properly handled. 
Sapphire was first synthesized in 1902. The process 
of creating synthetic Sapphire is known as the 
Verneuil process. Only experts can distinguish be-
tween natural and synthetic Sapphire. 
 
Important Sapphire sources include Sri Lanka, Bur-
ma (Myanmar), Thailand, Cambodia, Madagascar, 
Tanzania, Australia, and the U.S. (Montana). The 
Kashmir region of India/Pakistan was famous for 
its Kashmir-blue Sapphire, but little material comes 
from there today.  Important Sapphire sources 
include Sri Lanka, Burma (Myanmar), Thailand, 
Cambodia, Madagascar, Tanzania, Australia, and 
the U.S. (Montana). The Kashmir region of India/
Pakistan was famous for its Kashmir-blue Sapphire, 
but little material comes from there today.  

Sapphire is usually heat treated to intensify the blue 
color, as well as remove inclusions to increase clari-
ty. It is standard industry practice to heat treat Sap-
phire gemstones, and most Sapphires used as gem-
stones have been heat treated. Sapphire with a nat-
ural, unheated color is much more valuable then 
the heat treated material, and gemstones of good 
quality can be extremely costly. Sapphires are 
sometimes colored through diffusion treatment, 
which artificially alters the color of the original 
gemstone. Diffused Sapphires colors include deep 
blue, bright yellow, bright orange and orange-red. 
The diffusion is often done by heat treating a stone 
in a beryllium metal overlay. Diffused Sapphire 
gemstones are fairly inexpensive despite their desir-
able color. Because of all the color treatments and 
enhancements performed to Sapphire gemstones, 
this information should always be fully disclosed to 
the buyer, and Sapphire should only be purchased 
from highly reputable dealers.   
Sapphire is one of the most popular gemstones, and 
is used extensively in Jewelry. Fine colored Sap-
phire with a deep blue color and excellent transpar-
ency can reach several thousand dollars a carat. The 
blue variety is most often used in jewelry, but the 
yellow, pink, and orange "fancies" have recently be-
come very popular. Green and light blue Sapphires 
are also known, but are less commonly used in jew-
elry. Opaque Black Sapphire is also used a minor 
gemstone. 
 
Sapphire is used in all forms of jewelry, including 
bracelets, necklaces, rings, and earrings. It is used 
both as centerpiece gemstone in pendants and 
rings, as well as a secondary stone to complement 
other gemstones such as Diamonds. Star Sapphires 
are polished as cabochons, and, if clear, are ex-
tremely valuable. 
 
The rare orange-pink variety, known as Pad-
paradschah, can be even more valuable than fine 
blue Sapphire. Blue Sapphire is sometimes carved 
into cameos or small figures, especially the less 
transparent material. Synthetic Sapphire is often 
used as a cheap substitute for the natural material. 
 
Sapphire is the birthstone of September.   
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Bench Tip:  
How to Modify a Goldsmith Hammer 
 
Jewelers and metalsmiths have had to make their own tools throughout 
the ages to accomplish different tasks at the jeweler’s bench. One tool a 
jeweler can’t do without is a hammer. Today, many styles of hammers, 
made in a variety of shapes and materials, are available to the jeweler.  
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
The hammer used here as an example of how to make modifications is 
used for riveting, shaping, forming and working on rings for sizing. The 
hammer has one round/slightly contoured end (called the pean) one 
chisel-shaped end and a hardwood handle. 
 
Two modifications that are crucial to a jeweler will be made to: 
The handle, which is key to maximizing its effectiveness at achieving its 
specific task. The round/slightly contoured face and the chisel-shaped 
heads 
  
A hammer handle that is too long will not be 
balanced, and can cause fatigue. If it is too 
short, it reduces the amount of force you can 
apply with the hammer. The length of the 
handle can be modified to fit your hand by 
measuring from the tip of your thumb to the 
tip of your pinky, with your hand spread out. 
Alter the length of the handle, by cutting it 
down, to help you apply the maximum force 
to the object. The cut end can be rounded and 
smoothed by using a file and sandpaper. 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next, you can modify the hammer heads by contouring and polishing 
them. Make a stack of paper on your work surface and place abrasive 
paper on top. Move the hammer in a circular motion over the paper to 
shape it. The stack provides a cushion so you can more easily modify 
the head. Work with sheets graduating grits of abrasive paper, from 
coarse to fine. 
 
You will achieve the maximum potential of your goldsmith hammer by 
modifying the round (top) and chiseled (bottom) heads. Polish with 
tripoli compound and rouge on a hard felt buff.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This will give the surface of the round head a slightly convex shape, 
reduce the sharp outside edges, and leave a polished surface with mini-
mal tool marks. If you don’t polish the head, the surface marks will 
transfer to the metal you are working on when struck. You should apply 
the same modification to the chiseled end of the hammer head. Instead 
of a circular motion, however, use a back and forth motion that follows 
that end’s contours. The goal is to put a convex surface on the end face 
and to round over all edges and corners so they don’t leave deep, hard-
edged marks in the metal you work on. Use the same materials and set 
up you used to finish and polish the hammer’s round face. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Before   After 
These two modifications will help you achieve the maximum potential 
of your goldsmith hammer. 
 
Source: GIA.EDU 

SFMS:   
Upcoming Gem Shows for September 2016 
 
September 2 - 5, 2016 
Hendersonville, NC 
Labor Day weekend 
 
Henderson County Gem & Mineral Society HCGMS.com 
35th Annual Gem & Mineral Spectacular Colorful World of Jas-
pers 
 
Friday-Sunday     September 2-4:  10 AM to 6 PM 
Monday                 September 5:      10 AM to 5 PM 
 
Whitmire Activiy Center 
301 Lily Pond Rd 
Hendersonville, NC 
 
*Demonstrations*Exhibits*Hourly Prizes*Refreshments Avail-
able* *Raffle*Grand Prizes* 
Admission:  $4.00 Adults Children under 12 accompanied by 
an adult are free  
 
Sept. 23 - 25, 2016 
Jacksonville, Florida   
 28th Annual Show  
Jacksonville Gem and Mineral Society  
Morocco Shrine Auditorium 
3800 St. Johns Bluff Road, Jacksonville, FL 32224 
 
 Friday       1:00pm-6:00pm 
 Saturday  10:00am-6:00pm 
 Sunday    10:00am-5:00pm 
  
Admission: $4 or $6 for three day pass Children under 12 
FREE with guardian: Seniors and Military with ID get $1 OFF 
80+ dealers from around the world, hourly door prizes, 5 
Grand prize drawings, Moon rock display on loan from NASA 
made possible by Dr. Mike Reynolds. Club Hospitality table, 
20+ Club competition display cases, Sky Lab exhibit. 4 special 
faceting Lectures from noted Faceters. All major faceting 
equipment dealers and National tool and equipment dealers 
will be represented. Special Large lapidary demos each hour. 
Continuous Educational exhibits on Silversmithing, Cold Con-
nections, Faceting, Cabbing, Beading, Gem trees and more. 
Large junior’s booth, Gem ID and Gem mining sluice. Scouting 
educational sessions to earn merit Badges in rocks and metal 
work.  
 
web site : www.jaxgemandmineral.org/ 
 3800 St. Johns Bluff Rd 
 Jacksonville, Florida 32224 
 
Show contact:   Jason Hamilton, Show Chair, 904-294-4744, 
JGMS-SHOW@hotmail.com  
http://www.jaxgemandmineral.org/show.html 
  
SEPT. 30 - OCTOBER 2 – 4, 2016 
38th Annual Gaston Gem & Mineral Show 
Dallas, NC 
 
Hours 9:00-6:00 on 30 and 1st. 
Hours on OCT 2 will be 9:00-5:00. 
 
The show is located at Gaston County Park on Hwy 279(1303 
Dallas-Cherryville Hwy).  It is located 1/2 mile off 321.  
Admission is free. hourly raffles, Grand prize drawn Oct. 2 at 
5:00.  We offer geodes, wire wrapping, quality gemstones, fos-
sils,  minerals, faceted stones,  makings, cutting material, jewel-
ry.   
There is  a sluice.  We sell buckets of sand  with minerals and 
great  other items in them. 
Our website is http://gastongemclub.weebly.com/  
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Snoopy Gems 

Official Publication of 

The Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral Society, Inc. 

 

Member of 

The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 

The American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 

S.C.R.I.B.E.  (Special Congress Representing Involved Bulle-

tin Editors 

 

OFFICERS 2016 

 

President                       Liz Platt (228) 818-5412 

Vice President                      Bill LaRue (228) 229-8781 

Treasurer                       Barbi Beatty (228) 238-9900 

Secretary                       Lisa Fitch (228) 467-4684
  

Parliamentarian                  Dave Cook  (228) 875-2570 

Editor/Webmaster      Barbi Beatty (228)238-9900 

Member at Large (1 year)    Bill White (228) 875-8716 

Member at Large (2 year)    Buddy Shotts (601)947-7245 

 

COMMITTEES 

Membership                  Barbi Beatty (228)238-9900 

Show Chairman Bill LaRue (228) 229-8781 

Sillent Auction                 Liz Platt (228) 818-5412 

Historien                 Lettie White (228) 875-8716 

Librarian                          Barbi Beatty (228) 238-9900 

Sunshine                            Reba Shotts (601)947-7245 

 

ALAA  John Wright Director  (228) 875-9192 

SFMS  John Wright Past President (228) 875-9192 

SFMS Buddy Shotts Long-range Planning &Past Presi-

dent   (601) 947-7245 

 

Annual dues are: 

$16 Individual 

$20 (2) Members in same house hold 

$6 Junior  

 

2016 Workshop/Meeting Dates  

January 9  OS Library 9:30-4:45 

February 13  OS Library  1:00-4:45 

March 12 St. Martin Public library 1:00-4:45 

April 2 Club Picnic 11:00-5:00 

Seashore Methodist Pavilion Biloxi, MS 

May 14 OS Library 9:30-4:45 

June 11 OS Library 9:30-4:45 

July 9 OS Library 9:30-4:45 

August 13 OS Library 9:30-4:45 

September 10 OS Library 9:30-3:00 

October 8 OS Library 9:30-4:45 

November 10 After Vendor Dinner 7ish 

December Christmas Party TBA 11:00am-4:00pm 

    *Be sure to check Dates each month! * 

**The November meeting is the Thursday 

evening of the gem show after the dinner 

for the dealers at the Jackson County 

Fairgrounds Civic Center Building. De-

cember will be our Christmas Party and 

Installation of Officers **  

Sept 2016 
Su M Tu W Th Fri Sa

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  
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We always welcome 

new members!  

Tell a friend!  

Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society Inc. 

P.O. Box 857 Ocean Springs MS 39566 

mgcgms@bellsouth.net  

Date: 
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Snoopy Gems 

Official Publication of the Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society Inc. 

            

The Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society is a Non-profit Organization Dedicated to Educa-

tion, Science, and the Lapidary Arts and Crafts 

                   

 

http://www.mgcgms.org 

Snoopy Gems MGCGMS  

P.O. Box857 

Ocean Springs, MS 39566 

http://www.amfed.org/

