Education Clinic Inc.,
Early Childhood Literacy Program
The Early Childhood Literacy Program is a comprehensive literacy program which uses a holistic, integrated approach to the development of language arts skills for children, ages 3-6, attending PreK and Kindergarten. It helps them become competent readers at an early age. The program allows each child to have an uninterrupted block of time each morning to work individually or with teachers and to have daily access to direct instructional modeling, materials and manipulatives. 

The program is structured to take advantage of children’s natural ability to make sense of the world, recognizing that they enter school with a variety of unique experiences, physical development, motor control, expressive and receptive vocabularies, visual perception and auditory skills. We regularly assess children’s learning and development to monitor how well they are accomplishing goals designed to develop the whole child, including emotional and social development.

The development of reading readiness skills is seen as a necessary first step for children to become proficient readers, reinforcing and strengthening basic readiness skills in a fun, non-threatening manner. Another important component of the program is to take the children on educational trips to give them firsthand information on farms, zoos, and aquariums, for example, so they can increase their fund of common knowledge, build vocabulary and improve language skills.
A well designed preschool program produces substantial educational, social and economic benefits. Our Early Childhood Learning Program has been known to produce positive effects on children’s learning and development, including higher achievement test scores, lower rates of grade repetition and higher educational attainment. 
Those served by this program are between the ages of 3-6; two-thirds come from families with annual incomes of less than $26,000, and more than 50% receive some form of public assistance. The program is currently conducted at Harlem Academy on Saturday mornings from September to April, and, during our 5 week Summer Academic Enrichment Program from July to August and serves approximately 114 preschool children. The main aim of the program is to enable young children to become competent readers at an early age. 
The children are assessed using the SESAT 1 Reading, Word Recognition and Sounds and Letters sections of the Stanford Achievement Test. During the 2017-2018 fall/winter program the average percentile score on the Word Reading, and the Sounds and Letters Sections were 89 and 79 respectively. For the pre-kindergartens, the average percentile score on the Word Recognition Section was 97. 

