
Swifts in IrelandTED HUGHES
ARRIVAL

“They’ve made it again/
Which means the globe ‘s 
Still working…”



CLIMATE



Ireland - A Watery, Insect Rich Landscape

LOUGH NEAGH FLY 

Anyone who visits the lough shore in May and early June 
cannot help but be affected by the Chironomid Midge, 
commonly known as the Lough Neagh fly. Those who live near 
the shore know never to open the windows and definitely 
never of an evening when the electric light is switched on. 
Despite their annoyance, they don’t bite, but boy oh boy, they 
swarm!

BLANKET BOG MIDGE

AREA OF IRELAND 
84421km2

3% WATER AREA

2532km2

MIDGES



SWIFTS VIEW
BLANKET BOG
RAISED   BOG
LAKES 
RIVERS 



Atlas of Breeding Birds in Britain 
and Ireland 1976
BTO & Irish Wildbird Conservancy Bird Atlas 2007-2011

Ireland 38% to 46% Decline

IRELAND SWIFT POPULATION 
DECLINE



CAUSES OF THE DECLINE?

WESTPORT QUAY  BUILT IN 1800 CENTURY

CONVERTED TO 
SHOPS,APARTMENTS IN  1999.

The Celtic Tiger



CAUSE OF THE DECLINE- 2?



RECOVERING THE POPULATION

Counties with Nest box 
projects in 2013

Counties with Nest box 
projects in 2017



COUNTY MAYO – next stop America!

• Home to Great Western Lakes (Conn, Corrib, Mask) plus 

many other lakes, rivers and lots of bogs.

• Rich in flying insects including The Midge

• Agriculture

• Impact of slurry on water quality and insect population

1976

R.F. Ruttledge “Birds of Counties 

Galway and Mayo”1989

”An increase first noticeable about 

1932 led to an extension of the 

breeding range to western 

seaboard towns …… Has bred in 

Achill and Belmullet . Recorded 

nesting numerously on cliffs on 

Rathlin Island 1900

Ussher and Warren.

Plan to attract back to these 

areas.



COUNTY MAYO

http://swiftconservation.ie/gmit-swiftcams/

8% Increase in breeding population since 

2013 through nest boxes (184). A positive 

example for the rest of the country





Co Antrim and Belfast  







Health Warning! - It can become an addiction! 



ARRIVAL TIMES
FIRST HATCH OF LOUGH NEAGH FLIES  MID   APRIL
SECOND HATCH                                                    JUNE
THIRD HATCH                                                      AUGUST

FIRST SWIFTS  USUALLY AT LOUGH NEAGH 
11TH APRIL ONWARDS

OXFORD 
ISLAND



ADULT ON NEST        SECOND ADULT                  FIRST EGG          FLEDGING          LAST ADULT
16TH APRIL                  24TH APRIL                          9TH MAY              8TH JULY          18TH AUGUST        41 DAYS

BOX   BI  2014

BOX   BI  2015

ADULT ON NEST         SECOND ADULT               FIRST EGG            FLEDGING          LAST ADULT                      
16TH APRIL                   24TH APRIL                    1ST MAY                 5TH JULY         18TH AUGUST           44 DAYS 

BOX B1 2017

ADULT ON NEST         SECOND ADULT             FIRST EGG            FLEDGING            LAST ADULT
18TH APRIL                   23RD APRIL                     3RD MAY               12TH JULY           11TH SEPTEMBER      61 DAYS



MARK’S HOUSEGPS TRACKERS

SITE NO 2

PORTMORE LOUGH

BELFAST
13km

Golf club
River Lagan
3 Reservoirs
River 
Portmore Lough 
Lough Neagh
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GPS LONG RANGE TRACKERS









Welcome back swifts to Antrim



Working Together for the Swifts



DEPARTURE

THOMAS GRAY

“AND LEAVES THE WORLD TO 
DARKNESS AND TO ME”

THANK YOU  
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