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Swift flying over the Western Wall and Al-Aqsa Mosque in 

the Old City of Jerusalem (Photo from a drone: Yuval Dax)
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THE SWIFT - A "FLAG SPECIES" 
Israel, paradise for swifts and swift lovers



Movies shown at the opening of the conference

Greeting to conference participants by Tel Aviv Mayor, Mr. Ron Huldai:
https://youtu.be/mxE0ZnAAUvA

Greeting to conference participants by Dr. Jane Goodall: 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1FLnGbtfFEnPyj6bcbeLHqr9fDVnNQvoB

Movie about the swifts at the Western Wall (filmed by Yuval Dax): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zl5NsZvWaLk&t=53s&index=5&list=PLEGWAbGB4Pl3A
K60V_e-F_P1Dd3rPIBhD

https://youtu.be/mxE0ZnAAUvA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1FLnGbtfFEnPyj6bcbeLHqr9fDVnNQvoB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zl5NsZvWaLk&t=53s&index=5&list=PLEGWAbGB4Pl3AK60V_e-F_P1Dd3rPIBhD


Sorrel Ritter and Einat Matalon are ready to welcome the 90 participants



An exhibition of photographs and paintings at the entrance to the hotel















From right: Henrique Cymerman, senior journalist and personal friend of the Pope, General 

Baruch Spiegel (Israel), General Mansour Abu Rashid (Jordan) and Prof. Yossi Leshem



Amnonn Hahn in the final preparations for the conference



Bernie's group ("Kleizmer") played us melodies throughout the opening night



A festive meal to open the conference at the Ruth Daniel Residence



A special cake was prepared with a drawing of a Swift 

for Sorrel's birthday at the opening of the conference



Sorrel and her husband Yoram are surprised by the unique cake; 

on the right, Dr. Christoph Meier is delighted





Amnonn Hahn opens the evening



Yossi Leshem welcomes the conference participants



Henrique Cymerman welcomes and talks about his close ties with the Pope



General Mansour Abu Rashid and General Baruch Spiegel (left) at the signing 

ceremony of the 1994 Jordan-Israel Peace Treaty, with President Clinton, Prime 

Minister Yitzhak Rabin, King Hussein and President Ezer Weizman



General Mansour Abu Rashid, Chairman of ACPD from Jordan, talks about the 

actions in cooperation with Jordan, emphasizing "the war for peace"



General Baruch Spiegel from Israel talks about the cooperation with the 

Jordanians and the Palestinians



Edward Mayer from the International Committee and his wife Mandy seem to be 

enjoying themselves! (Landed "just at that moment"!)



Mark Coreth, Zev Labinger and Dr. Ninon Ballerstaedt



Amnonn Hahn, Director of the “Friends of the Swifts” Association, with Einat 

Geffen-Segal (center) of the Tel Aviv-Yafo Environmental  Authority, who 

supported the conference, and Einat Matalon of the “Friends Of The Swifts”



-- Monday, March 12th 2018 First Lecture Day --

Dr. Itai Roffman and his father Dr. Ehud Roffman, Jane Goodall’s 

representatives in Israel, came to introduce Dr. Jane Goodall’s Video



Dan Alon, Director of the Israel Ornithological Center (IOC), and Maj. Gen. (Res.) 

Noam Tibon, Chairman of Tel Aviv Global and the representative of the Tel Aviv 

Municipality at the event



Yusuph Emmanuel from JGI “Roots & Shoots” in Tanzania with Dr. Itai Roffman 

and Martine Wauters from “Swifts Without Frontiers” Belgium 



Dr. Yossi Draznin, Director General of the Ministry of Regional Cooperation, 

which supported the conference, with Gen. Baruch Spiegel and General 

Mansour Abu Rashid, the generals who promote peace



90 guests in the audience are all ready to start







Greetings from the Mayor of Tel Aviv-Jaffa, Mr. Ron Huldai



Dr. Itai Roffman presents Dr. Jane Goodall’s video greeting



Dr. Draznin, Director General of the Ministry of Regional Cooperation, welcomes 

on behalf of the Government of Israel and Minister Tzachi Hanegbi





Dan Alon, Director of the Israel Ornithological Center, introduces the lecturers



Iris Hann, CEO of the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel, congratulates 

the participants and says things in memory of Gail Rubin, a bird photographer 

who was murdered by terrorists on March 11th, 1978 (30 years ago) in Ma'agan 

Michael, while she was photographing birds



Edward Mayer welcomes on behalf of the International Committee







Iris Hann is impressed by the collaboration on swifts at the global level



On the left, Dr. Nir Sapir, the academic supervisor of Itai Bloch (center), a graduate 

student in the field of swifts at the University of Haifa; 

on the right Rivka, Yossi's wife, enjoys the conference



Dr. Christoph Meier from Switzerland at the opening lecture of the conference





Erez Erlichman, who writes about animal life on Ynet, the largest Internet site in 

Israel (4 million hits a day!), who is preparing an article about the swift conference



Dick Newell, “Action for Swifts” UK, lectures on: 

What do we know about Swift Nest Boxes?





Ikram Quttaineh from East Jerusalem makes connections with friends



Mark Smyth from Ireland lectures on:

A walk on the Wildside – A look at Swift nesting sites in the natural landscape 



Brian Cahalane from Ireland lectures on: 

Swifts in Ireland



Dr. Ninon Ballerstadt from Germany lectures on: Swifts' sleeping behavior 





Judith Wakelam from the UK lectures on: 

15 years of rehabilitating Swifts 

in my home



Edward Mayer from England lectures on: 

A new Swift Column for the modern built environment



Peter Cush from Ireland lectures on: An overview of Apus apus & Apus apus pekinensis



Some of the posters prepared for the conference



Zev Labinger



Mark Coreth from the UK lectures on his Tree of Hope





Alexandru Stahl from Romania lectures on: 

The Mauerseglerklinik Frankfurt: Mastering Swift rehabilitation



Prof. Marco Cucco from Italy lectures on: 

Citizen-Science: Swift Conservation in Italy



Ikram Quttaineh and the Director of the Hanns Seidel Foundation tell the story of their 

activities in the Middle East and how women are leading more and more ventures



Ikram Quttaineh lectures on: Mahmiyat.ps website - Environmental awareness 

from the virtual world to the real world



Katja Schmieder couldn’t attend the conference –

you can listen to a recording of her lecture on: 

"The coolest bird": cultural differences between European and American Swifts 

https://youtu.be/hJsc597WH38

Swift drinking while flying above water

(Photo: Marc Guyt / www.agami.nl)

https://youtu.be/hJsc597WH38


Yusuph Emmanuel from Tanzania lectures on his conservation work 

in Tanzania with the Jane Goodall Institute’s “Roots & Shoots”





Itai Bloch from Haifa University, Israel, lectures on: 

Insights from ATLAS tracking of foraging Little Swifts in the Hula Valley, Israel



March 12th at night – tour of Old Jaffa; Suleiman the guide on the Sebil front 

(Mameluke drinking site)



Doron guides the second group



The Clock Tower in Jaffa and a man who sells herbal tea 



A colony of fruit bats in Jaffa



March 13th, 2018: Sorrel Ritter opens the morning session





Prof. Yossi Leshem from Israel lectured on: A Swift Way to Peace



Lynda Huxley from Ireland lectures on:

Some aspects of the breeding biology of the swifts of County Mayo, Ireland



General Mansour Abu Rashid of Jordan talks about the joint activity with Israel



Melpo Apostolidou from Cyprus lectures on: Helping Swifts in Cyprus



Lukas Viktora from the Czech Republic lectures on: 

Does it really work? A study in the Czech Republic



Diane Yorgason-Quinn from the USA lectures on: 

Audubon's “Vaux's Happening” Project





Parcharidou Effrosyni from Greece lectures on: 

Swift friendly buildings in Thessaloniki, Greece



Stefano Pesaro from Italy lectures on: 

A multi-facetted approach to Swift conservation in Italy



Lothar Schiffler from Germany lectures on his work: Airlines - Bird Tracks in the air









Yossi Leshem and Eugenia Parisi from Italy are photographed as a souvenir; 

Eugenia made a gift of two ceramic swifts for Yossi



A tour of the Katznelson School that adopted the swifts with nest boxes 

made of old ammunition boxes



The Director of the Sustainability and Environmental Division at the Municipality 

of Givatayim, Dr. Yaniv Ronen, came to congratulate and talk about the 

importance of the project





Col. Yigal Ben Ami, Commander of the IDF Headquarters Army Base, 

is waiting for the guests



The IDF prepared refreshments for the important guests





At the archaeological site, the conference guests are more interested 

in the swifts flying over their heads













Group photo next to the nest boxes



A visit to the Directorate of the 

Israel Electric Corporation;

the sign explains the swift 

project









Anat Shamir, Director of the Service Division, and Erez Schleifer, Director of Petah 

Tikva Region, from the Israel Electric Corporation proudly display a swift model











March 14th, 2018: Tour to the Judean Desert and the Dead Sea;

first observation point at Ma’ale Prat to view four species of swifts





Mark meets poet Shira Twersky-Cassel, who is very attached to the swifts











A second observation spot at Mitzpeh Shalem over the Dead Sea, the 

lowest place in the world (400 meters below sea level)



The Dead Sea retreats each year by a full meter, creating sinkholes, 

a significant safety hazard



Jonathan Meyrav (left), one of the leading ornithologists at the SPNI joined the 

observation to watch the amazing migration of Vultures, Black Storks, Cranes and Swifts



















The Tristram excites all the swift lovers





Lunch at Ein Gedi Field School near Wadi David; on the left Itai Bloch, a swift 

researcher; on the right, a male Nubian Ibex



A trip to the Gazelle Valley in the heart of Jerusalem to watch the swifts come to 

drink water in the pool, view the gazelles and the variety of local birds



Naomi Zur, Founder and Chair of the Jerusalem Green Fund, and Amir Balaban 

of the SPNI, the Director of Urban Nature and the Jerusalem Bird Observatory 

at the Knesset, join the tour













A tour of the Old City of Jerusalem – St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital

and the Western Wall



At Jaffa Gate Yossi is the guide



Walking in David Market





Sculptor Mark Coreth next to the Tree of Hope he initiated – very exciting!





The Lutheran Church in the background



Mr. Peter Khoury, Chief Executive of the St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital, 

welcomes the guests to St. John Old City Muristan Garden





Ahmad Awadallah, Facilities Manager of the St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital







Three swifts for the three “Nations of Abraham" – Muslims, Christians and Jews; 

the purchase of the sculptures contributes to the St. John Eye Hospital Group 

throughout the Middle East









The “Muristan Swift Nesting Colony” was built just alongside the “Tree of Hope”



Photo: Baruch Gian

















At the entrance to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre











The Western Wall



Source: https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-5038907,00.html

Photo: Ofir Gonen

Rabbi of the Western Wall, Rabbi Shmuel Rabinowitz:
"We made a huge mistake with the Ferrari exhibit at the Western Wall“ – Ynet

The Swift Welcoming Ceremony was cancelled because of the Ferrari Scandal –
next year we will hold it again with the President of Israel

https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-5038907,00.html












Israeli ornithologist Hadoram Shirihai, on the swift viewed at 

the Western Wall: “Leucistic for sure, but of what species 

difficult to be sure, and despite the reported larger size; the 

white rump is pure and unrelated to the leucistic issue, but I 

am not sure about that too…”

Photo: Piotr Szczypa



The Western Wall – Jerusalem



Photo: Flash 90





The ceremony of welcoming the swifts with the Western Wall Rabbi



Mayor of Jerusalem Nir Barkat welcoming the swifts





View of the Old City of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives



Seven Arches Hotel – a gala dinner

















March 15th, 2018: Last day of lectures; Edward introduces the lecturers



Gert de Jong from the Netherlands lectures on: 

How to conduct a census of Swifts in a city like Amsterdam, The Netherlands



Dr. Mauro Ferri from Italy lectures on: 

Artificial Swift nests from Medieval period up to modern times





Dr. Kevin Prince from Italy lectures on: 

X-ray fluorescence study of Swifts' feathers





Francisco Javier Saez Frayssinet from Spain lectured on: 

The protection of Apus Apus in Segovia, Spain





Thomas Starkmann from Austria lectures on: 

Common Swift nesting sites conservation in Vienna





Edward concludes the conference



Selection of the site for the next conference –

competition between Segovia and Trieste; Segovia (Spain) won!



Photo: Ulrich Tigges



Photo: Ulrich Tigges







A gift from artist Alison Ingram to the conference organizers, 

presented by Kasia Szczypa





Already hanging in Yossi’s office at Tel Aviv University



March 16th, 2018: trip to the Carmel Hai-Bar Nature Reserve





Vultures from the wild on the acclimatization cage



Photo: Amit Hass



An Egyptian Vulture on the acclimatization cage





Ygal Miller from the Carmel Hai-Bar Nature Reserve 



A typical Israeli lunch - hummus, salad, pickles, pita bread and black coffee







Viewing the Little Swifts breeding colony with Itai Bloch









A trip in the Hula Nature Reserve



Eurasian Cranes at the Agamon Hula

Photo: Amir Ezer



The conference 

was an 

appetizer for 

another visit to 

Israel. It was 

really great to 

host all of you!


	Slide 1 
	Slide 2 
	Slide 3 
	Slide 4 
	Slide 5 
	Slide 6 
	Slide 7 
	Slide 8 
	Slide 9 
	Slide 10 
	Slide 11 
	Slide 12 
	Slide 13 
	Slide 14 
	Slide 15 
	Slide 16 
	Slide 17 
	Slide 18 
	Slide 19 
	Slide 20 
	Slide 21 
	Slide 22 
	Slide 23 
	Slide 24 
	Slide 25 
	Slide 26 
	Slide 27 
	Slide 28 
	Slide 29 
	Slide 30 
	Slide 31 
	Slide 32 
	Slide 33 
	Slide 34 
	Slide 35 
	Slide 36 
	Slide 37 
	Slide 38 
	Slide 39 
	Slide 40 
	Slide 41 
	Slide 42 
	Slide 43 
	Slide 44 
	Slide 45 
	Slide 46 
	Slide 47 
	Slide 48 
	Slide 49 
	Slide 50 
	Slide 51 
	Slide 52 
	Slide 53 
	Slide 54 
	Slide 55 
	Slide 56 
	Slide 57 
	Slide 58 
	Slide 59 
	Slide 60 
	Slide 61 
	Slide 62 
	Slide 63 
	Slide 64 
	Slide 65 
	Slide 66 
	Slide 67 
	Slide 68 
	Slide 69 
	Slide 70 
	Slide 71 
	Slide 72 
	Slide 73 
	Slide 74 
	Slide 75 
	Slide 76 
	Slide 77 
	Slide 78 
	Slide 79 
	Slide 80 
	Slide 81 
	Slide 82 
	Slide 83 
	Slide 84 
	Slide 85 
	Slide 86 
	Slide 87 
	Slide 88 
	Slide 89 
	Slide 90 
	Slide 91 
	Slide 92 
	Slide 93 
	Slide 94 
	Slide 95 
	Slide 96 
	Slide 97 
	Slide 98 
	Slide 99 
	Slide 100 
	Slide 101 
	Slide 102 
	Slide 103 
	Slide 104 
	Slide 105 
	Slide 106 
	Slide 107 
	Slide 108 
	Slide 109 
	Slide 110 
	Slide 111 
	Slide 112 
	Slide 113 
	Slide 114 
	Slide 115 
	Slide 116 
	Slide 117 
	Slide 118 
	Slide 119 
	Slide 120 
	Slide 121 
	Slide 122 
	Slide 123 
	Slide 124 
	Slide 125 
	Slide 126 
	Slide 127 
	Slide 128 
	Slide 129 
	Slide 130 
	Slide 131 
	Slide 132 
	Slide 133 
	Slide 134 
	Slide 135 
	Slide 136 
	Slide 137 
	Slide 138 
	Slide 139 
	Slide 140 
	Slide 141 
	Slide 142 
	Slide 143 
	Slide 144 
	Slide 145 
	Slide 146 
	Slide 147 
	Slide 148 
	Slide 149 
	Slide 150 
	Slide 151 
	Slide 152 
	Slide 153 
	Slide 154 
	Slide 155 
	Slide 156 
	Slide 157 
	Slide 158 
	Slide 159 
	Slide 160 
	Slide 161 
	Slide 162 
	Slide 163 
	Slide 164 
	Slide 165 
	Slide 166 
	Slide 167 
	Slide 168 
	Slide 169 
	Slide 170 
	Slide 171 
	Slide 172 
	Slide 173 
	Slide 174 
	Slide 175 
	Slide 176 
	Slide 177 
	Slide 178 
	Slide 179 
	Slide 180 
	Slide 181 
	Slide 182 
	Slide 183 
	Slide 184 
	Slide 185 
	Slide 186 
	Slide 187 
	Slide 188 
	Slide 189 
	Slide 190 
	Slide 191 
	Slide 192 
	Slide 193 
	Slide 194 
	Slide 195 
	Slide 196 
	Slide 197 
	Slide 198 
	Slide 199 
	Slide 200 
	Slide 201 
	Slide 202 
	Slide 203 
	Slide 204 
	Slide 205 
	Slide 206 
	Slide 207 
	Slide 208 
	Slide 209 
	Slide 210 
	Slide 211 
	Slide 212 
	Slide 213 
	Slide 214 
	Slide 215 
	Slide 216 
	Slide 217 
	Slide 218 
	Slide 219 
	Slide 220 
	Slide 221 
	Slide 222 
	Slide 223 
	Slide 224 
	Slide 225 
	Slide 226 
	Slide 227 
	Slide 228 
	Slide 229 
	Slide 230 



