The Ghirlandina is a civic tower but it is also the bell tower of the beautiful Romanic Dome of Modena. In 2008-2012 n. 120 of its 200 scaffold holes holes have been modified to selectively exclude pigeons and favor swifts and bats and since then this UNESCO monument is also the <case 0> of the new history of restoration and maintenance of historic buildings with techniques that favor the presence of swifts and other target species identified chaos by chance. In the MENU of this website you will find the BAD PRACTISES page and the GOOD PRACTICES page, but above all the page of DOWNLOADABLE DOCUMENTS that provides the public with articles, books, validated technical sheets for the protection of <swifts & C.> and the selective exclusion of pigeons . Unfortunately much of the architectural heritage has already been modified with bad anti-pigeons techniques to say the least reckless if not cruel. But the swift friends know how to use this information to make designers, firms and owners change this course. Among the many successes, the RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS that are now represented in this list are important and we all hope to see them grow in number. Churches, bell towers, parish houses are often home to important colonies of swifts (or bats) and when these are threatened by improper or even bad targeted interventions the damage becomes twofold: animals buried alive under the tiles or in the scaffold hioles (in the general indifference) and perpetual exclusion of the presence of beautiful, protected, useful animal species that may have lived quietly there sometimes for centuries. We appeal to the spirit of the encyclical LAUDATO SI the parish communities and religious heritage administrations demand attention in protecting the small species that inhabit their buildings and follow the example of the cases listed below. In 2012 there was only 1, but it made good publicity and in 2015 we had two, in 2016 we joined the BASILICA DI SAN PETRONIO and then others. Here the documented cases are exposed in a simplified way and the links refer to the volunteers and designers and local companies. Some of them are also illustrated in the recent graphic novel   DOVE I RONDONI VANNO A DORMIRE (2019). But at the bottom of the page, be sure to read about the Church "Kościół Pokamedulski", parish of Blessed Edward Detkens, in Bielany (Warsaw, PL). Let's get other churches, bell towers and parish houses on the list!

