Where do I fit?

NCAA Division 1 and 2

Are you REALLY D1 material?  Are you the best not only on your block but in your High School, your Conference and stand tall in talent over most summer ball players? The percentage of D1 athlete’s number is in the 5% or less range.

NCAA D1 and D2 recruit quite the same! The difference is D1 has 12 full scholarships to share over their entire team, with only maybe 2 – 4 per year to give and that will be across many players. D2 has 7 full scholarships to give and they too have to spread their 1 – 3 each year over a lot of athletes. Getting a full ride is very, very tough!!  

 

NCAA Division 3

D3 – There are NO scholarships athletically given! You have got to have great marks to get in these schools. A lot of players that are able to go to a D3 school end up being an absolute superstar and that can be fun!!

NAIA

NAIA schools have varying amount of scholarships to give depending on their athletic department permissions given to the coach. NAIA schools are NOT a part of the NCAA and are regulated quite differently! These are schools that recruit in NCAA D1 style with some money to give but are smaller in size (1000 – 2000 students).

 

NJCAA D1

Mandatory full rides to EVERY athlete that comes to school.  This organization DOES belong to the NCAA. This is one great avenue for the high profile athlete that hasn’t been marketed well, came on board too late in marketing, etc.

COLLEGE SOFTBALL RECRUITING INFORMATION
** KEEP YOUR High School GRADES UP!!
** Find out what schools offer women’s softball? :  www.ncaa.org    Move cursor to Sports on list at the left – Select softball – select sponsoring institutions – sort by region or state.
** Select 12-15 schools (and 6 or so “B” list schools) that you would attend if the offer was made. Keep this list dynamic – add and subtract schools as you go. Track the team make-up (Positions related to classes/Seniors/Juniors/Sophomores/Freshmen). DI-DII-DIII-NAIA-Junior Colleges/Community Colleges.
** Do your research --- know each school’s nickname, the colors and the names of the coaches. Complete the online questionnaire. Until September 1 of your junior year, they can respond only with info about the school. Email the coach with your information --- always include your graduation year, team and uniform number. Tell them the tournament you are playing in, day and date, time, complex and field.

** The NCAA is strict about what coaches can or cannot do…. They CANNOT:

Send written info about their softball program until after 9/1 of your junior year;

Initiate any conversation with you regarding softball until July 1 following your junior year; Return your phone calls until 7/1 following junior year – don’t leave a message.

Talk to you or your parents at a tournament until team is finished in the tournament (not just finished for the day) and coach has excused team; Ask your coach to see you in situations (Your coach can ask the college coach…).

**YOU can initiate phone calls to the college coach…..ask for un-official visits…..attend camps and clinics…..attend the college games and speak to the coach on those occasions.

Don’t be a pest ---- but sending emails saying “Hi” can keep you in his/her mind.

** Official visit is by invitation from the school – all PSA’s – (Prospective Student Athlete) expenses paid – 48 hours – athlete is limited to 5 official visits. The PSA cannot take an official visit until after July 1 following the junior year of high school. Most are taken in August thru October so that PSA can attend a class; see a home athletic event, etc. An offer is usually made during an official visit --- if not, probably PSA is #2 choice, pending a response from #1 (this will probably be explained), or something went wrong at the official visit……. (This will probably not be explained). If no offer, ask “OK…so what happens now? …..or “What is the next step in this process?”

** Unofficial visit – requested by PSA anytime – must communicate with the head coach or designated assistant – do not just “stop by”– athlete pays all expenses – school can give PSA up to 3 passes for a home athletic event; Opportunity to meet the team, tour facilities and discuss anything and everything with the coaching staff and players.
** National Letter of Intent signing day is in mid-November – nothing is binding until the PSA signs the NLI.
** Choose the school that best fits your academic requirements – not the softball team or the coach – coaches come and go quite often. Usually, if the head coach leaves after the NLI signing, the school will offer to release the PSA from the NLI.
Scholarships:  DI=12 Full Athletic Scholarships maximum. DII=7, DIII=0. NAIA and JC/CC have fewer/different restrictions. A full scholarship includes tuition, room & board and books.

Colleges have literally hundreds of interested players. Don’t find a way to be eliminated from consideration. Be the first player on the field, and the first player off the field. Hustle and desire are positives and easy for coaches to spot. Remember that your appearance can be costly. Don’t wear a Tarheels shirt to a UNCG Camp. Don’t argue with or “show-up” an official or a coach. Don’t throw equipment or display agitation.

When filling in the college on-line form, most will ask your top three college selections – make certain to put their college as number one……….
The colleges want to wrap up their recruits in the early signing period. Some choose not to commit in the early period for a variety of reasons (the right offer, the right school, a better offer and the like.) This decision also comes with a degree of risk. Many athletes are not signed and some not even recruited in the early period. Do not despair! There is not enough time for colleges to recruit and official visit more than their #1 and #2 candidate per roster slot between the start of school and the NLI day. Many things change along the way ---- By the NLI day, they may still have open slots. Players may leave the team for a variety of reasons, or injuries may occur. The chances are always there.
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