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CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH -

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Malcolm X - Page 2A

Action - Page 7A

Driver Responsibility
Fees eliminated

‘Reinstate your License’

Secretary of State Ruth John-
son made the following state-
ment regarding the announced
deal to eliminate Driver Re-
sponsibility Fees:
"This announced deal to ad-
dress and fully eliminate Driver
Responsibility Fees is great
news for Michigan motorists.

The automatic fees collected
by the Department of Treasury
were a terrible mistake during
the dark days of Michigan’s
lost decade. They’re a double-
penalty that hit hard-working

Fees - Page 2A

‘People are angry’: Pain
turns political in Parkland

15 Little Known Facts About
Malcolm X’s Life, 

From Birth To Death
Written By Nigel Roberts

Gunmen killed Malcolm X on
February 21, 1965 in Harlem,
silencing an important voice in
the civil rights movement. But
he continues to live in our col-
lective memory as an icon in
the pantheon of fearless Black
leaders.
Here are 15 facts about the
man who championed Black
human rights in the United
States:

1. White supremacist groups

targeted his father

Malcolm X’s father, the Rev.
Earl Little, was a supporter of
the pan-African leader Marcus
Garvey, which caught the at-
tention of the Ku Klux Klan and
other White supremacist
groups. Little, a Baptist minis-
ter, was under constant threat.

2. Children in his family sep-

arated

At age 6, Malcolm X’s father
died under mysterious circum-

stances, likely at the hands of
White supremacist. After his
mother suffered a nervous
breakdown, welfare workers
separated Malcolm X and his
siblings.

3. White teacher discour-

aged his ambitions

Although Malcolm X was thriv-
ing in school, his eighth-grade
teacher discouraged him from

Malcolm X continues to live in our collective memories as an icon in the pantheon of fearless
Black leaders.

On a day when Parkland
began burying its young
dead, a dozen people
stood on a street corner
holding up “More Gun
Control” signs as pass-
ing drivers honked and

shouted in support.
“Look what we started,”
said Carlos Rodriguez,
50, who was on his way
to work when he stopped
to join the protest on Fri-
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ARE YOU PAYING ATTENTION?

Black History Month is 

Still Needed 
by:  Steven Malik Shelton - Telegram Reporter Michigan families and unlike

the underlying traffic ticket,
judges couldn’t review or offer
alternate ways of taking care of
the added fee.
"The fact that we’re eliminating
these fees shows how much
Michigan has come back over
the past seven years. I’m
thankful that the Legislature
and the governor are moving
swiftly to close this painful
chapter in our history. The fees
had nothing to do with traffic
safety, never should have been
adopted and are now finally on
the way out."
As a state representative in
2003, Johnson voted against
Driver Responsibility Fees. As
secretary of state, she has
pushed for repealing the Driver
Responsibility Fee law, suc-
cessfully advocating that law-
makers eliminate the most
common fees in 2011, create a
community service option for
certain fees in 2015 and begin
phasing out all fees.
Driver Responsibility Fees
were an additional fee auto-
matically charged for various
traffic violations, including non-
moving violations, on top of
regular traffic citation fines and
court costs. Unlike traditional
court fines and fees in which a
judge can take into considera-
tion a driver’s ability to pay and
order alternatives, such as
payment plans or community
service in lieu of payment, the
automatically assessed Driver
Responsibility Fees cannot be
waived or reduced by a judge.

Driver 

Responsibility

Fees
From Page 1A

Malcolm X
From Page 1A

pursuing his interest in becom-
ing a lawyer. The teacher sug-
gested that carpentry was a
more realistic goal for a young
Black man. That prompted
Malcolm X to quit school and
become a hustler.

4. Detroit Red

Friends nicknamed Malcolm X
“Detroit Red” because of the
color of hair. As a hustler in
Boston and Harlem, he got in-
volved in drug dealing, gam-
bling and pimping.

5. FBI surveillance

During one of his many prison
stints, Malcolm X penned a let-
ter to President Harry Truman
declaring himself a communist
who opposed the Korean War.
This caught the attention of the
FBI, which began surveillance
of Malcolm X that continued for
the rest of his life.

6. Satan

Fellow prisoners nicknamed
Malcolm X “Satan” because of
his hostility toward religion.

7. Memorized the dictionary

His awakening came while
serving a prison sentence.
Malcolm X worked feverishly to
improve his reading and writing
skills. To that end, he tied to
memorizing the dictionary and
improve his penmanship by
copying entire pages.

8. Nation of Islam

Part of his awakening was spir-
itual. Upon leaving prison in
1952, Malcolm X moved to his
brother’s house near Detroit,
where he attended the local
Nation of Islam mosque.

9. Slave name

To make a clean break with
White, European culture, Mal-
colm X dropped his last name
(Little), which he said was his
“slave name” and replaced it
with the letter “X.”

10. Minister Malcolm

He rose rapidly in the Nation of
Islam and was named minister
of the prestigious Temple 7 in
Harlem, where he spent a
decade as head of the
mosque.

11. Newspaper publisher

Malcolm X founded the news-
paper, Muhammad Speaks,
which he printed in the base-
ment of his home.  He’s cred-
ited with starting the tradition of
requiring male members of the
Nation to sell newspapers on
street corners.

12. Elite university engage-

ments

Recognized as an engaging
speaker, elite universities, like
Harvard and Oxford, invited
Malcolm X to speak and de-
bate.

13. El-Jajj Malik El-Shabazz

Malcolm X changed his name
a second time. After splitting
from the Nation and converting
to traditional Islam, he took the
name El-Hajj Malik El-
Shabazz.

14. Home fire bombed

After breaking away from the
Nation, Malcolm X announced
that members who remained
loyal to Elijah Muhammad, the
founder and leader of the Na-
tion, were plotting to kill him.
One week before he was
killed, someone threw Molotov
cocktails into his Queens, New
York home.

15 Assassination

The growing hostility between
the Nation and Malcolm X
ended with gunmen fatally
shooting him at the Audubon
Ballroom in Harlem while he
was delivering a lecture.

Malcolm X founded the newspaper ‘’Muhammad Speaks’

GMO SERVICES
3409 W. Jefferson, Ecorse 

Tues-Fri 1-5 PM

Fax - $1.00
B&W Copies - 10 cent or less

Color Copies – 30 cent 
(313) 381-9303 or   gmoservice.com

Every year during the month of
February, we make a special
effort to celebrate the achieve-
ments of Black Americans. 
The idea to set aside time
specifically for this purpose
was conceived by Carter G.
Woodson in 1926. Woodson
recognized that America’s
legacy of racism and its system
of miseducation and mental
genocide toward the descen-
dants of its former slaves re-
quired a period of intensive
study and recognition of the
contributions and accomplish-
ments that Black people made
in the development of America
and the world. 
It should, of course, be obvious
to all reasonable people that
Black American history is an in-
tegral and inseparable part of
American history and the bril-
liant contributions, innovations
and life-enhancing achieve-
ments of Black Americans has
resounded far beyond their ini-
tial point of impact. And Wood-
son’s vision that special
attention be devoted to Black
history during a week (as was
initially the case) or month (as
it eventually became) was a re-
sponse to the sad state of
American institutions of learn-
ing as they related to Black
people. 

There is a consensus among
some that the decades old tra-
dition of Black History Month
has outlived its usefulness,
and that contemporary Amer-

ica has (somehow) moved be-
yond the forces of ignorance
and 
bigotry that sparked its initial
need. This reasoning is, at
best, wishful thinking. 
We are all Americans, the ar-
gument goes, and as such
there should be no need for
Black American history or Chi-
nese American history or Mex-
ican American history or White
American history-just American
history. On the surface this
sounds ideal, and it would be if
the initial causes and condi-
tions for the promotion of Black
History Month were no more.
Yet, sadly, this is not the case.
For the contributions of Black
Americans are still glossed
over, ignored, and overlooked.
And its glorious legacy still
twisted and minimized in Amer-
ica’s public schools as well in
her private institutions of higher
learning. 
In theory it would be nice to in-
tegrate the teachings of Black
history with mainstream cur-
riculums in schools across
America. Yet the reality is that
integration in any form, as it re-
lates to Black Americans, has
always failed miserably. 
Moreover, to suggest that there
is no further need for Black his-
tory studies is like saying that
since we are all enlightened
Americans and have moved
beyond racial equity programs

Black History Month - 
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COMMUNITY MEETINGS
National Action Network

Weekly meeting - Saturdays at 10:00am
6100 14th St

Detroit, MI  48208
JOIN US

For more information
Nandetroit@gmail.com

313-312-5287 or 313-492-6774

Western Wayne County NAACP 

General Membership Meeting

March 13, 2018  -  7:00pm

Everyone is welcome

313.544-0620

.

Inkster National Action Network Meeting
Monthly meeting

1st Saturday of each month
4300 Harrison St, Inkster

10:00am

LETTER POLICY

The Telegram welcomes let-
ters to the editor from our
readers.  .  Each letter should
include a name, address and
a daytime phone number.

Letters to the editor, opinion
and editorial columns do not
necessary represent the
views and opinions of the
Telegram Newspaper.

Send articles to Telegram
Newspaper 10748 W. Jeffer-
son Ave. River Rouge, MI
48218 or email to
telegram@telegramnews.net
(no attachments please) or
fax to 313-928-3014.

TAKE TIME
TO READ

TO 
YOUR KIDS 

JEFFERSON AVE RAPPER & 
THE MICHIGAN AVE GROUPIE

What’s up Group?

Nothing new Rap. Just making
it happen.  Trying to decide if
I’m going to see Black Panther

Did you go see it?

Yeah I did.  It was a great
movie.  The music was good
too.

I have been reading the post
on Social Media and most peo-
ple say it was awesome.  But
some people say what’s the
hype about a fake African Vil-
lage.

I know right.  It is a Marvel
Comic movie.  Fake.  But it has

a good guy, some bad guys
and a lot of women making it
happen.  You should go see it.

OK.  I am going to go see it this
weekend.

I am going to see it again.  It
has some messages that re-
late to Black people of today
and how we got to where we
are.  I want to make sure I un-
derstand them.  Let’s go to-
gether.

OK.  Sounds like a good idea.
I will call you later once I check
the times  

Talk to you later. Rap.

Replacing food stamps with

food boxes? Bad idea
By Jim Abeare

food.  Let’s take a look at that.
There people with physical

limitations that can’t work.

Seniors who have already
worked, who have had their
pensions cancelled.  Are you
going to make an eighty year
old start a 40-hour shift?

There are also single parents
working two full time jobs.
How are they going to fit in a
third shift?  Food stamps help
these people survive.

Yes, there is the occasional,
lazy beachcomber that uses
their food stamps for steak and
lobster, but most are busy buy-
ing milk, bread, eggs and ce-
real for their kids.

Some even say that food
stamps should restrict what
you can purchase.

I have long been an advocate
the food stamps should be ex-
panded to include personal
health items, such as tooth
paste and soap.

I don’t really want more tax
dollars going the government
to pay for dentists when two
dollars for tooth paste will do
the trick.

No President Trump, don’t
touch the food stamps.  They
seem efficient and cost effec-
tive.  The money goes right on
to the subscribers’ cards auto-
matically.  You don’t have to
wait for delivery.  I understand
it only costs tax payers $30-
$40.  I think that is money well
spent.  There is tax money that
helps no one that goes God
knows where.

I know that this will make my
conservative friends unhappy,
but there it is.  Leave the food
stamps alone.  If you want to
talk about privatizing them to
save money, let’s have that
discussion.

Before everyone out there
thinks just because I support
President Trump, automatically
thinks I would support every-
thing, I have a surprise for you.
Like every president, not
everything Trump does is gold.

Case in point, the administra-
tion’s idea to replace food
stamps with food boxes.  Lo-
gistics itself would be a night-
mare.  

How does the administration
plan on delivering boxes to the
million plus households that re-
ceive food stamps?  The cost
would be prohibitive.  How
would they deliver?  UPS?

What would be in the boxes?
Some powdered milk and
canned fruit?

I am sorry, the government
does not know what the indi-
vidual household needs.  Diet
restrictions alone make this un-
doable.  There are diabetics,
cancer patients, people who
have had kidney transplants.

Each with their own diet re-
strictions. Not to mention reli-
gious restrictions.

Is the government going to
send a muslim family a can of
Spam?  No.

The system works fine, for
the most part.  Yes, there is
some fraud. Some people do
sell food stamps for drugs.

But that is a minority.
Some supporters of this idea

say the change will make peo-
ple go to work if they want

and set-asides, there is also no
need for any programs or re-
sources which are designed to
level the playing field of cen-
turies of preferential treatment
for Whites. 
It would be even better to
teach a more comprehensive
and intensive form of Black his-
tory in our schools, not just for
Blacks, but for Whites and
other cultural and ethnic
groups in America so they can
learn about this facet of Amer-
ican and world history that has
been warped and hidden for so
long, and which continues to
be misrepresented and under-
represented. 
Does it make Jewish holocaust
museums any less needed or
vital because they do not in-
clude information about the
holocausts of 
American Blacks, South
Africans, Armenians, Native
Americans or Rwandans? And
are we to petition those that
have established Mexican
Towns, and China Towns and
Little Koreas, Tokyo Towns and
Arab Towns across America to
include a more multinational
and multicultural agenda within
these enclaves? No, because
these areas were established
first and foremost for the pur-
pose and benefit of each spe-
cific group, although all are
free to visit them. 
Until and unless we experience
a city, a community, or a sys-
tem in America that truly exem-
plifies multiculturalism with
appreciation and recognition of
all races and creeds; with sta-
tus, rewards and benefits flow-
ing to each according to merit
and merit alone, there will con-
tinue to be a need to set aside
time to teach Black history in
this country. 

Steven Malik Shelton is a De-
troit based writer. He can be
reached at: malikshel-
ton562@gmail.com

Black History
From Page 2A

02/07/2018 
At 1455HRS, officers were dis-
patched to a home in the sec-
ond Block of Elm on a
Disturbance. When officers ar-
rived they observed a 64 year
old male standing in the front
of the residence and stated his
44 year old girlfriend broke
property inside the residence.
She stated she defended her-
self when he grabbed her and
wouldn’t release her inside the
residence. He states incident
began when she came over to
visit at his residence and they
began to argue. They have
been arguing since February 2,
2018. He states they have
been dating for the last 11
years and when he arrived
home he caught her talking on
her cell phone and asked her
who she was talking to and she
told none of his business. So
he told her to pack up her stuff
and get out of his house. She
states she approached him
and asked him if he was seri-
ous and he told her once again
to pack up her clothes and
leave the house. He states he
waited an few minutes then
heard the sound of glass
breaking in the living room. He
looked and observed the glass
broken on the China Cabinet
and observed her holding a
hammer. She told him he was
going to need a television and
she broke the television with
the hammer. He told her he
was calling police and grabbed
her in a hugging position to
keep her from leaving. They
began to wrestle on the ground
and the front glass broke. She
told the officer she was mad
and that’s why she broke the
china cabinet and television.
She was placed under arrest
for Damage to Property and
transported to the police sta-
tion where she was booked, al-
lowed to make a call, then
housed.

2/07/2018 
At 1607hrs, officers went to a
home in the Block of Abbott
Street to investigate a report of
children outside without proper
clothing. A caller states that the
kids mother will not let them
back into the house. The
mother was out on the roof and
mentioned that her kids had
been out there for over fifteen
minutes. So when officers ar-
rived they observed a 12 year
old boy and 12 year old girl
standing on the sidewalk in
short sleeve shirt, blue jeans
and wearing a pair of tennis
shoes. The sister was sitting
on the porch wearing a hood
sweatshirt, pants and tennis
shoes. Her sock was covered
in snow. It was 25 degrees out-
side and ten mile per hour
wind. The officer asked them
why were they outside and
they stated their mother would-
n’t let them back into the
house. The officer knocked on
the door and the mother an-
swered, and when questioned
about them being outside, the
mother stated she was upset
with the daughter because she
had not cleaned her room. The
mother states when she went
to take the garbage outside
both of them ran out of the
house. When she told them to
come back in they refused.
The officer advised the kids to
come back inside and when
they entered the officer noticed
a known sex offender sitting on
the couch. The officer asked to
come in and check the house
out and upon doing so found
the house clean and food was
in the kitchen. Al the juveniles
were clean and bathed. The
mother was issued a citation
for Child Endangerment and
notified CPS. 

CRIME ALERT -  POLICE DEPT.
BLOTTER FOR  RIVER ROUGE
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Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church
3936 12th Street Ecorse, MI  48229

CHURCH PHONE # (313) 383-1069    FAX:  (313) 383-2842

Pastor - Rev. Kevin B. Mack

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sundays:
Early Morning Worship ............................7:30 a.m.
Church School at Study ..........................9:30 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship  ............................10:50 a.m.

First Sunday: Baptism & Communion Service.........10:30 a.m.
Mid-Week: 

Wednesday - Bible Study ... ................. 7:00 p.m.
 CORPORATE PRAYER

Sun 6am       Wed 6pm

They that trust in the LORD shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot
be removed, but abideth for ever.  

Psalms 125:1

ALL ARE WELCOME

FIRST BAPTIST

CHURCH, ECORSE
3837 - 15th St. Ecorse
Rev. Alfred L. Davis, Jr.

Pastor
313-381-2700

7:30am Service  1st & 5th
Sunday

9:00am Sunday School
10:45am Morning Worship
Wednesday Bible Study

11:00am & 6:00pm
fbcecorse@att.net

And if you’re looking for
the LORD

He’s in the HOLY PLACE.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

ECORSE

All are Welcome

Fews Memorial Christian

Methodist Episcopal

Church
456 Palmerston Street,

River Rouge
Rev. A. Richard Doss, I  

Pastor
 Morning Worship Service -

-11:00 AM
Sunday School--9:30 AM

Bible Study-Wednesday
at 6:00 PM

Give thanks unto the Lord

BIBLE VERSE

15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable
to you, then choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your
ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or
the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you
are living. But as for me and my household,

we will serve the Lord.”
Joshua 24:15 (NIV)

Community AME Church
4010 17th St, Ecorse, MI      313-386-4340

Sunday School 10am Sunday Worship 11am

Wed Bible Class 6pm

“Empowered by the living Word” Matt 4:4

Rev. Kabrielle Baker

St. Marks 

Rev. Dr. 
Alford D. Sample

II Timothy 2:25

Study to show thyself
approved unti God;

Services:

Sunday School 9:30am
Morning Worship/Youth Church 11:00 am

Bible Class/Youth Church 6:30 pm
Bus Pickup Available

Missionary Baptist Church

3860 Inkster Rd, Inkster   * 734-351-1365

REACH  NEW MEMBERS
IN METRO DETROIT WITH AN

AD IN THE TELEGRAM  

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church

4411 5th Street Ecorse

313-382-8577
Rev. Marcus Johnson

Pastor

Sunday Morning 

Service - 11:00am

Everyone is welcome

Love Joy 

Missionary Baptist

Church 

332 Polk Street
River Rouge, 

SERVICES:
Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship -11:00 AM 

Wednesday Prayer &
Bible Class - 

6:30 PM

Rev Darryl Bynum, Pastor
Phone: 313 516-2482 

Email:

Pastordbynum@gmail.com

ALL ARE WELCOME

Can you say, “I was wrong”?

In The Spirit

Heart of Jesus International 

Deliverance Church

14111 E. 7 Mile Rd
(At Gratiot behind Ross 

Employment Solutions)

Sunday Worship Service:

2:00 P.M.

Apostle/Prophet Cedric
Banks -Senior Pastor

www.cedricbanks4detroit

BORN AGAIN 

MINISTRIES

Evangelist Alex Jackson
332 Polk St- River Rouge

Thurs. February 1st
Thurs. February 15th

Services begin at 7pm
313-989-3978

CHURCH  ANNOUNCEMENTS

Love Joy MBC 
332 Polk St  River Rouge

Pastor Darryl Bynum
313-717-9913

Youth Choir invites you to their 

Annual Luncheon
Sat. February 17 11:30am

Theme:  “Blind Bartimacus”

Pentecost Missionary Baptist Church
Presents the

Pastor’s Anniversary of Rev. Arthur C. Willis, 
35625 Vinewood, Romulus

Sunday, March 3rd 3:30 pm
Rev. LaThomas Willis 

New Jerusalem MBC - Inkster
Monday, March 4th - 7:00pm

Rev. Thomas
Greater Bethlehem MBC - Detroit

from the depths of your heart
and soul requires the love OF
God. 

“For if while we were enemies
we were reconciled to God
through the death of his Son,
how much more, since we
have been reconciled, will we
be saved by his life?” Oh Lord,
I am sorry for the wrong I have
done over and over. This is the
reality Paul faced each day. 

The truth is, you and I face this
same reality. Not only did God
love us when we did not love
Him, but we were His enemy.
We were helpless in our
wrong. We can not hate what
God loves and love God. Be-
cause OF the love of God we
are truly sorry for how wrong
we once were AND sorry for
the wrong we sometimes are.
We thank GOD for mercy and
grace!

To God Be All Glory!
Pastor Mark Zockheem
United Church of Faith
Methodist
Romulus

Romans 5:6-11
There are times when we are
faced with the reality for being
wrong.  We can be wrong and
lie about it. We can be wrong
and try to hide it. We can be
wrong and admit it. 

Have you ever wronged some-
one and had to come back and
apologize but didn’t know how
to ask for forgiveness? Apolo-
gizing with your mouth can be
very hard when pride is in the
way. Apologizing from a sor-
rowful state and expressing it

Christian Faith Ministries
27500 Marquette, Garden City, MI 48135

734-525-0022

Sunday-  Worship Cafe 9:30am  
Morning Worship 10:30am 

Mid Week Bible Study

Wednesday 7pm

Rev. John D. Hearn Jr. Pastor

“You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot hide”
(Matthew 5:14)

Jehovah Jireh Ministries 
Mercy House 15 E. Charlotte Ecorse 313-282-9508 

Sunday-  Fulfillment Hour 10am  Worship 11am & 6pm
Monday -Bible Study 7pm

Wednesday - Prayer and Praise 7pm

Rev. Everett Thomas Pastor

“Transforming Lives Spirit, Soul and Body
We proclaim Jesus is Savior and Lord!”
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TAKE YOUR 
CHILDREN TO

CHURCH 
IT’S TIME
TO READ
A BOOK,
TRY THE
BIBLE!!

PENTECOSTAL MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
35625 VINEWOOD ROMULUS

Phone:  (734) 728-1390 Email:thepen@sbcglobal.net

website:  www.pentecostmbc.org

Rev. Arthur C. Willis, Sr. Pastor

You are the face of Christ

SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30am

Sunday Morning Service - 11:00am

Wednesday Prayer 6:00pm   Bible Study - 6:30pm

List your Business in the 
Funeral Home Directory

Call 313-928-2955 

United Church of Faith Methodist
6064 Fourth St, Romulus

Sunday Worship

11:30am

Bible Classes 

Wed-6:00 PM

(734) 765-5335
Welcome Home!

Rev. Mark R. Zockheem
Pastor

CITY PAINT

& SUPPLY

3920 W. Jefferson

Ecorse

313-208-1502

Products Offered

*Interior & Exterior Paint
*Primer

* Porch & Floor Paint
* Painting Accesories

Flat - $12  or 2 for $20

Semi Gloss
$14 or 2 for $25

MISTINTS SPECIALS
Gallon start @ $6

5 gallons start @ $30

Ecorse Seventh-day Adventist Church
3834 10th St Ecorse, MI

(Corner of 10th & Francis Streets)
Dr. Errol Liverpool, Pastor

Sabbath Worship Service (Saturday)               9:15 a.m.
Sabbath School (Saturday)        11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)                          6:00 p.m.

Community Services Food Distribution
Every Third Wednesday

9:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

(313) 928-9212

WATERFALL MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

12040 Visger Rd Detroit, MI  48217

313-382-0900
Pastor - Rev. Dr.Thirl E. Hudson

Dr. Wanda R. Hudson - First Lady

Sunday School 9:30am

Morning Worship 11:00am

Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 pm

 Philippians 4:3a 

“I can do all things through Christ which strengthen me
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR
BUSINESS

GMO SERVICES

3409 W. Jefferson, Ecorse 
Tues-Fri 1-5 PM

Fax - $1.00
B&W Copies - 10 cent or less

Color Copies – 30 cent 
(313) 381-9303 or gmoservice.com

Dogs
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid.

The remaining 44 letters spell an Ogden Nash quotation.

*Steel Storm Security Doors

Over 30 Styles to Choose from

*Steel Entrance Doors

Primed or Painted
Steel Security Frames

*Door Gates/Scissor

Step Railings/Porch railings

Columns

**Window Guards
Hinged &Fixed 
* Safety Exit.

Custom /Solid Steel
Michigan Made

Always on Sale/Senior Discounts Referral Discounts

We Guarantee 100% Steel Protection
Westside -  734-377-6817
Eastside - 248-353-2200

www.empiredoorproducts.com

Serving Detroit
for Over 29 Years

15% OFF
ALL DOORS

& WINDOW

GUARDS

CALL DOOR!!

BASSET HOUND
BEAGLE
BLOODHOUND
BOXER
BULLDOG
CHIHUAHUA
CHOW CHOW
COCKER SPANIEL
COLLIE
CORGI
DACHSHUND
DALMATIAN
DEERHOUND

DINGO
GERMAN SHEPHERD
GREAT DANE
GREYHOUND
HUSKY
LHASA APSO
MALAMUTE
MASTIFF
PEKINGESE
PINSCHER
POINTER
POMERANIAN
POODLE

PUG
RETRIEVER
ROTTWEILER
SAINT BERNARD
SAMOYED
SCHNAUZER
SETTER
SHAR PEI
SHEEPDOG
SPITZ
TERRIER
WHIPPET

Cliff Russell a Hero in 

Journalism, Dead at 61
By Butch Davis

team. Russell lived an aston-
ishingly big life, serving most
recently Russell has also
worked as a full-time lecturer at
Wayne State University and a
political analyst on CBS 62
Sunday morning. In his college
days, he played basketball at
University Texas El Paso be-
fore transferring to Wayne
State University and is in the
WSU Athletic Hall of Fame.
Russell had a wife, three sons,
three daughters, two stepsons
and seven grandchildren.

I still remember sharing the
broadcasting booth with Eric
Pate (former teacher at River
Rouge High) and Cliff during a
road trip at Grand Valley State
doing a football game in the
year 2000 as I was writing
sports stories for Wayne State
University, South End Newspa-
per. Yep a bumblebee contin-
ues to fly over the head of Eric
during the game in the press
box throughout the radio
broadcast of that game. How-
ever Eric was holding your own
while Cliff who always had a
sense of humor and I were
laughing trying too maintaining
our composure. Cliff had done
so much for us in the business
of journalism and broadcast-
ing. I will miss him so...

A former reporter and anchor
for CBS station WWJ-TV and
radio in the mid-'80s until 1994,
when he became Detroit's first
African-American press secre-
tary to the mayor appointed to
the position by former Mayor
Dennis Archer. In December
2002, Russell was named sen-
ior director of communications
for the Detroit Tigers, the first
African-American to hold the
position in Major League Base-
ball history.

Many fans were tuning in to his
regular radio show on super-
station 910 this past Monday
morning only to hear that Cliff
Russell had a medical emer-
gency in Chicago Sunday night
and died at 61 years old. Cliff
was in Chicago this past Sun-
day preparing to call a game
as the voice of the University of
Detroit Mercy men's basketball

Cliff Russell
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Dearborn’s Henry Ford Centennial Library

Has Something for Everyone
By Renee Summers

The building itself is a magnifi-

cent structure and it is easy to

feel intimidated while pulling

into the parking lot.  What is

impressive about the building

is that the library and its serv-

ices are located on the second

floor.  The first floor is occupied

by offices, a computer lab,

which is available for public

use, and an auditorium.  The li-

brary utilizes the auditorium for

its Blockbusters free film se-

ries, held each Monday at 7

p.m.  On March 5, the library

will feature the suspense

thriller, “The Circle,” (2017)

starring Emma Watson.  The

free film series is sponsored by

the Friends of the Library—

Dearborn (FOLD). 

The library features all manner

of technological conveniences,

including downloadable mate-

rials and streaming services,

audio books and e-books.

Tech Time is held on Fridays

from 2 to 4 p.m. and offers as-

sistance to patrons with using

The Telegram is continuing its

series on local public libraries

and what they have to offer the

community.  This week, the

focus is on Dearborn.  

The city of Dearborn has al-

ways believed in the value of a

library.  In 1919, the Dearborn

Garden Club attempted to es-

tablish a public library in the

then Township of Dearborn.  It

was decided that a room in the

Village Hall would serve as a

reading room and library.  That

small reading room remained

the only library to serve Dear-

born until 1924 when the city’s

first library building was dedi-

cated, the land for the new

building having been donated

by Mrs. Henry Ford.  That first

main library has since been re-

named the Bryant Branch Li-

brary, and together with the

Esper Branch Library and the

Henry Ford Centennial Library,

known as the Central Library,

the city of Dearborn is well-

served.  

The Henry Ford Centennial Li-

brary on Michigan Avenue in

Dearborn was several years in

the making.  It was in 1963 that

the idea was first proposed to

erect a new library as a memo-

rial to the automaker on the oc-

casion of the centennial of his

birth.  The library was eventu-

ally completed and dedicated

in 1969.  

any device, including laptops

and smart phones.  Also of-

fered are educational courses

through Gale Courses, which

feature enrichment courses

and GED preparation.  

Also offered at the Central Li-

brary are English as Second

Language (ESL) classes,

which are supplemented by

Conversation Circles, which

allow students to practice their

English use in a comfortable,

conversational setting.  Adult

Services Supervisor Patty

Podzikowski says the library

has been hosting Conversation

Circles for three years so far

and the program has been

very successful and popular.  

The library recently received a

federal grant which enables it

to provide resources to special

needs patrons.  The resources

include story times, crafts,

tours and manipulative toys

and activities which help to

promote dexterity, cognitive

and social skills.  “The library is

for everybody,” Podzikowski

says.  “We try our best to be an

open and welcoming place for

all.”  

The library also partners with

Beaumont Hospital to provide

classes and workshops for

seniors.  The topics include liv-

ing with diabetes and healthy

cooking.  Regular library pro-

grams for adults, as well as

teens are also available and in-

clude reading programs and

lectures on a variety of topics.

Children’s programs for all

ages are included in the mix as

well.  On March 7, the library

will host an evening with writer

and speaker Bethany Meloche,

author of “How Should a Body

Be?”   The author will speak,

meet with guests and sign

books, which will be available

for purchase.  The event be-

gins at 6:30 p.m. and is ideal

for adults and teens.  “We have

all kinds of things for all ages,

all different interests,”

Podzikowski says.  

The Henry Ford Centennial Li-

brary is located at 16301 Michi-

gan Avenue in Dearborn.  For

information on these and other

programs and services, con-

tact the library at 313-943-

2817 or at

www.dearbornlibrary.org.  

Graduate Student Hawya Yassine studies at the library

MORE THAN JUST BOOKS
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GET  

INVOLVED

IN YOUR

COMMUNITY!!

GET TO KNOW

YOUR 

OFFICIALS

Look for your

copy of the 
TELEGRAM

NEWSPAPER 
in:

Dearborn Hts, 
Delray, Detroit,

Ecorse, 
Garden City, 

Harper Woods,
Inkster,

Lincoln Park,
Melvindale, 

River Rouge, 
Romulus, Taylor,

Wayne , 
Westland and 

Wyandotte

or stop by the 

Office 

located at

10748 W. Jefferson

River Rouge 

Call 

(313) 928-2955

16500 GRAND RIVER  DETROIT, MI  48227

ALIGNMENT
HIGH SPEED BALANCE
BRAKES & MUFFLERS
SHOCKS & STRUTS
AXLES
MINOR REPAIRS

K. DREW        313-478-6299

M. PRATHER  313-978-3716

J. DREW         313-412-7258

WE BUY 
JUNK CARS!!

2681 S Schaefer  Detroit 48217

Tenants of Apartment Complex 
Complain of Conditions 

By: Steven Malik Shelton 

Pic of protestors and media outside Woodford Apts. 

After numerous ongoing accu-

sations and horror stories, min-

ister Malik Shabazz organized

a protest rally at the Woodford

Apartments in Highland Park. 

About 50 people showed up,

many of them tenants or for-

mer tenants. The Woodford

apartment complex is an old

structure built in the 1920’s and

containing 82 units, almost all

of them inhabited by Black

men, women and children. And

from the stories they tell, one

would think they lived closer to

Jones Town than to Motown. 

Tenants tell of incidents of

frigid temperatures in their

apartments, and when they

complain and leave to go to the

store, they can’t get back in

their unit because manage-

ment has changed the locks on

the doors. Roaches, rodents

and bed bugs are as normal

and part and parcel of the

apartments as walls and win-

dows. And regardless of the

Arctic like conditions that have

gripped the area in past weeks,

management has taken it upon

itself to provide heat for the

residents only when it feels like

it. Even water (which they are

obligated to provide free of

charge along with heat) is

known to run only when man-

agement is in a good or happy

mood. 

“You don’t notice the problem

in the building until you settle

in,” said Daniel Hembree, a

tenant of the complex for one

year. “There’s only four fire ex-

tinguishers in the entire build-

ing, which is a fire safety issue.

The manager posts a docu-

ment that he made and orders

you to get out by a certain

date. If you don’t leave the

apartment, then they come in

to change the locks and you

are forced out of your apart-

ment. There’s roaches and ro-

dents, but management will not

exterminate unless the tenants

pay for it.” 

The manager that most ten-

ants identify is Victor “Doc”

Grant. The company that owns

the property is far more difficult

to identify. The only info that’s

been obtained is it’s based

somewhere in California. 

Earlier in the day, the manager

slammed the door in reporter

Charley Langton’s face when

he tried to get in to ask some

questions. Shabazz pounded

on the same office door mo-

ments later with Langton and a

group of protestors and ten-

ants behind him. “Come on out

and talk to us,” Shabazz de-

manded. “Nobody’s going to

jump on you.” Despite his as-

surance, the now phantom

management staff remained

bolted behind closed doors. 

“This building and the tenants

deserve a professional man-

agement company,” reasoned

Shabazz. “Many of the tenants

here are afraid to complain

about the horrid conditions, be-

cause if you complain you get

put out. This building has the

reputation that if you complain

about no heat, or no hot water,

or the cat has urinated on the

wall; then when you go to the

supermarket to grocery shop,

or to pick the kids up from

school; when you get home,

they may have changed your

lock. And if they didn’t change

your lock they’ve placed an

eviction notice on your door.

They are operating like this in

the 21st century to human be-

ings that are overwhelmingly

Black!” 

Landlord/management actions

such as lock-outs, charging

tenants for extermination serv-

ices, evictions without the au-

thority of the courts, failure to

provide required heating and

water, and charging tenants for

repairs to the building that

owners are responsible for, are

all blatantly and grossly illegal

according to Michigan state

law. 

There are reportedly numerous

fire violations in the building; vi-

olations that could result in

mass loss of life. And although

records indicate that the build-

ing was cited and fined several

times, the irresponsible and

callous attitude of

landlord/management has left

the dangerous conditions to

fester unabated. 

“We want the residents to have

justice for this situation,” said

Cassandra Emerson, a com-

munity activist and former ten-

ant. “The property

management company out of

California has had this building

since 2016, and they have cut

off the heat on tenants for two

years, prompting them to use

their stoves to stay 

warm. But they don’t want you

to use the stoves because they

can get fined by the fire Mar-

shall for safety hazards. But at

the same time, people don’t

want to freeze. Also, as of

March 1st, he’s increasing the

rent and that’s illegal.” 

According to current resident,

Janice Walker, not only are the

stoves a potential fire hazard,

but they are known to leak

deadly carbon monoxide

fumes. 

“Look at the condition of this

building. The steps leading to

the first floor have not been

mopped since December.

Grant doesn’t care. His last

words to us were, ‘If you don’t

like it, you can move.’ 

Minister Shabazz along with

many others want answers to

how owners and management

of the Woodford apartment

complex have been able to get

away with treating the tenants

worse than animals. A public

rally and meeting with city offi-

cials is planned at the Highland

Park city council building. For

more information contact Min-

ister Malik Shabazz at (313)

646-3375. You can also email

him at: malikshabazz@com-

cast.net 

Steven Malik Shelton is a De-

troit based writer. He can be

reached at: malikshel-

ton562@gmail.com 

Daniel Hembree standing outside the building
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K-Laundromat
439 Visger, Ecorse

*FREE SOAP on SUNDAYS & MONDAYS*

Hours of Operation
Monday - Saturday  8:00am - 9:30pm

Last Load in Washers   at 8:30pm

Sunday Hours 8:00am - 6:00pm
Last Load in Washers at 5:30pm

*

Same Day Service  *Washers up to 80 lbs.

*Drop Off Service  *Maytag Equipment

*Commercial Accounts Welcome

Last Load at 9:00pm

969 Southfield Rd

Lincoln Park

(313) 388-5003

Hours: 8am-11pm

Millennium Laundry

Accepting all Major Credit Cards & EBT

Alice Walker was born in 1944

in Eatonton, Georgia.  Her par-

ents were sharecroppers and

her mother worked as a maid

to help support the family of

eight children.  According to Bi-

ography.com, Walker was a

bright child, but at the age of

eight, she was shot in the right

eye with a BB gun while play-

ing with her brothers.  The in-

cident caused her to be

self-conscious about her ap-

pearance and she became

quiet and withdrawn.  She

found comfort in reading

and writing poetry, however. 

The community of Eatonton

was racially divided but

Walker excelled at her seg-

regated school.  She gradu-

ated high school as the

class valedictorian.  She

had earned a college schol-

arship and attended Spel-

man College in Atlanta, later

transferring to Sarah

Lawrence College in New

York City.  During this time

she traveled to Africa as

part of a program allowing

students to study abroad.

Her experience there re-

mained with her.  She grad-

uated college in 1965.  

Following graduation,

Walker found employment

as a social worker, teacher,

and lecturer.  She later be-

came active in the Civil

Rights Movement.  As a so-

cially active young woman,

she met New York lawyer,

Melvyn Leventhal.  The two

were married in 1967, be-

coming the first legally mar-

ried interracial couple to

reside in Mississippi.  A year

later, Walker published her

first collection of poetry, ti-

tled “Once.”  During this

time, Walker gave birth to

one daughter, Rebecca.

Her debut novel, “Third Life

of Grange Copeland” was

published in 1970.  She and

Leventhal divorced in 1976.  

Following the divorce,

Walker continued to publish

poetry and short stories.

Her third novel, “The Color

Purple” was released in

1982.  It was a huge suc-

cess and won both the

Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and

the National Book Award for

Fiction in 1983.   In 1985,

Steven Spielberg brought

the novel to life.  The well-

known film starred Whoopi

Goldberg, Oprah Winfrey

and Danny Glover.  The film

was a critical success and

earned 11 Academy Award

nominations, including Best

Costume Design. The film

won awards for Best Picture

and Best Actress in a Lead-

ing Role for Goldberg’s

work.  

In the years since, Walker

has continued to produce

novels and poetry collec-

tions.  She has received the

Mahmoud Darwish Literary

Prize for Fiction and the

LennonOno Peace Award.

In 2006, she was inducted

into the California Hall of

Fame.  Her works have

been translated into more

than two dozen languages

and have sold more than 15

million copies.  

HISTORY MAKERS OF OUR
TIME

Alice Walker
Social Activist and Prize-winning Novelist
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Zenith Lunch
Breakfast  * Lunch &  Dinner

11295 W. Jefferson Ave. River Rouge

(313) 849-0833
Your Friendly Family Restaurant

2 + 2+ 2 Breakfast Specials

7:00am to 5:00pm

Phone: 734-743-3965
Fax: 734-743-3967
Email:

onesteprehab@gmail.com

27676 Cherry Hill Rd.
Garden City, MI  48135

Prayers For Kohn
Written by: Xavier Jones - Telegram Media Specialist

Mr. Kohn with his family (children and dogs)

Many know the legend of Mr.

Greg Kohn. The man has

walked the halls, swam the

pool, and managed the gym of

River Rouge High School for

twenty five years. Kohn has

become a household name.

The room is sure to light up,

gleeful memories of the past

are brought to surface upon

the mentioning of his name.

Greg is a native of Flat Rock,

but considers himself adopted

by the city of River Rouge.

Kohn was diagnosed May 5,

2017. Before the Leukemia hit,

the fifty six year old man was in

the best shape of his life.

Elizabeth, the thirty two year x

ray technician, and Greg’s wife

of thirty one years, ran towards

the healing path. Greg was in

the hospital by the eighth, his

first stint was three weeks later

and he’s been on his feet fight-

ing his hardest. He was given

a bone marrow transplant from

his sister on January 11th.

Students of the past remember

Mr. Kohn for his kindness and

understanding. The gym was

always a safe place to go. He

came into a new world where

the students didn't look like

him, and did his best to make

their high school experience a

memorable one.

Mr. Kohn has teached special

education, and coached base-

ball for years..

He’s been through alot and

been around. Striking chemo

and losing his mother among

his journey. The support sys-

tem of this three sons keeps

his mind under wraps. Thus al-

lowing Kohn and the family to

stay mentally strong and leave

their game faces on.

Despite Leukemia, Kohn has

been fighting onward. The

great shape of his physical

body has given him a head

start on the healing process.

Greg misses work with all his

heart but getting better is the

most important thing. In a little

over a year he will be able to

return to his old self.

Mr Kohn, we all miss you, and

we’re praying for a speedy and

Successful Recovery! Keep

your mind right old man!

Get Well Soon!

Telegram - How does it feel

to step out on the scene and

get the love and support

from the friends, peers, and

students.

Mr. Kohn - I love it.  It always

feels good to step out! It really

gets me going man! I got a

chance to go to Reggie and

Lee’s signing day.

Telegram - How do you plan

on keeping busy while you

are at home?

Mr. Kohn - Watching Sports

Center! I'm digging up some

old baseball cards and trying to

sell some old things. The

gameshows do a great job of

keeping me busy. I hope when

the weather comes I can go to

a River Rouge baseball game!

Telegram - What’s the first

thing on the agenda to do

when you recover?

Mr. Kohn - A family vacation for

sure! Maybe Disney World. I’m

not sure about work because it

takes at least five years to be

deemed cancer free.

Telegram - How’s the family

support?

Mr. Kohn - My wife has been

great! She’s been treating me

like a baby.  She’s there all the

time for me. Helping me with

my food and medicine. My

sons call and text me every-

day, they visit me when they

can. I’ve got good help right at

home.

Get Well Soon.

Xavier Jones with Mr. Greg Kohn



SMALL ADS WORK
313-928-2955

TODAY!!!
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CO-OP
AVAILABLEAcross the Park 

Apartments

NEWLY REMODELED
APARTMENTS

Spacious 1 bedroom
apartments 

Available for  62 and
older or Handicapped &

Disabled.

2700 S Annabelle St.
Detroit, MI 48217

Rent Based on Income 

Heat & water included.
Activity Room & 

Laundry facilities on site
(313) 382-3201
TTY\TTD 711

atp@imsteam.net

Equal Housing Opportunity

APT FOR RENT

WELLESLEY 
TOWNHOUSES 
COOPERATIVE

1 BEDRM RANCH 
TOWNHOMES

$515/Month
2 BEDRM TOWNHOMES

STARTING FROM

$530/Month

For more information call
(734) 729-3328

Equal Housing Opportunity

Telegram Classifieds

General Contractor
with 18 month proj-
ect downriver is
looking for experi-
enced Subcontrac-
tors, Trades and
Individuals with their
own tools. Appli-
cants can either sub-
mit their information
to  info@gfisher-
const.com, fax their
resume to 248-855-
2420 or contact our
main office at 248-
855-3500.

HELP WANTED

CITY OF RIVER ROUGE PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF GARDEN CITY PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF RIVER ROUGE
2018 POVERTY EXEMPTION APPLICATION

Michigan Law requires that you supply certain information to the Board before
the Board can grant a hardship reduction.

YOU MUST BRING IN THE FOLLOWING COPIES:
(WE DO NOT MAKE COPIES)

IF YOU DO NOT BRING COPIES YOUR HARDSHIP WILL NOT BE
APPROVED.

1.The fully completed and signed application form, which includes a complete
listing of all persons residing in the home, showing their age, employment/  
disability status, and income.

2. Supply the board with a copy of your 2017 federal and state income tax re-
turns.  (THE LAW REQUIRES THE APPLICANT TO FILE AND PRODUCE 

    AN INCOME TAX RETURN EVEN IF THAT RETURN IS ZERO FILING 
    ALSO MUST HAVE A COPY OF YOUR HOMESTEAD CREDIT).
3. You must supply the board with a copy of homestead property tax credit 

claim.
4. Supply the board with copies of proof of income, (copy of social security 

check, social security statement, pay stub, W-2 etc.)
5. Copy of drivers license or state id.

The application along with copies of income must brought into our office or
mailed to 10600 West Jefferson River Rouge, MI  48218.

If you do no summit all of the above information, the board cannot and will not
grant a hardship reduction.   The hardship application and all copies must be in
the Treasurer’s office or Assessor’s office no later than  MARCH 9TH 2018
Date and time for the March Board of Review meeting is:

March 12th 2018     9:00 am – 12:00pm
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

March 13th 2018     9:00 am – 12:00 pm
March 14th 2018     6:00 pm to 9:00 pm
March 15th 2018     9:00 am – 12:00 pm

INCOME GUIDELINES

Income limitations shall be those established by the River Rouge City Council,
in adherence with Public Act 390 of 1994.  For the tax year 2017, applicable in-
come limitations are as follows:

Family of 1 Combined household income $13,100
Family of 2 Combined household income $16,600
Family of 3 Combined household income $20,900
Family of 4 Combined household income $24,600
Family of 5 Combined household income $28,780
Family of 6 Combined household income $32,960
Family of 7 Combined household income $37,200
Family of 8 Combined household income $41,400
Each additional $  4,190

CITY OF GARDEN CITY
BOARD OF REVIEW DATES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO all property owners of the City of Garden
City that the Board of Review will meet in session on the following date and
time to examine the assessment roll for the current year:

Tuesday March 6, 2018 9:00 am

The Board of Review will meet in session on the following days and times to
hear appeals on the assessment roll:

NOTE: Meetings located in THE GARDEN CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT
CONFERENCE ROOM with late night appointments on Wednesday only

Monday March 12, 2018 9:00am -4:30pm
Tuesday March 13, 2018 9:00am -4:30pm
Wednesday March 14, 2018 1:00pm- 9:00pm

APPEALS BY APPOINTMENT or WRITE-IN.  Write-ins must be received
by Wednesday March 14th  2018.

Taxes are paid on TAXABLE VALUE, which is the lesser of the calculated
Assessed and Capped value, unless there is a property transfer.  The
capped value is based on the CPI (Consumer Price Index), which is 2.1%
for 2018.  

The 2018 Assessment Roll will be open for inspection March 7, 2018 and
March 8, 2018 in the Assessment Office from 9:00a.m. To 5:00 p.m. 

ALLYSON BETTIS
TREASURER-CLERK

Publish February 15, 22, 2018 and March 1, 2018

CITY OF INKSTER PUBLIC NOTICE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

BRANDING & MARKETING SERVICES
PROJECT SCOPE & TIMELINE:

The City of Inkster is soliciting proposals from branding and communications
professionals to provide a full range internal and external services that include
but are not limited to asset assessment, brand assessment and brand strat-
egy. The services should collectively encourage increased “work, play and
stay” within the City. These initiatives should also outline effective communi-
cation with the public. The objective of this Request for Proposal is to enter
into a contract for 12 months with option to renew with anticipated starting
time April 1, 2018.

PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL DEADLINE & PROCESS:
An electronic copy of the proposal and samples of work products must be re-
ceived via email at sfleming@cityofinkster.com no later than 4:00 p.m. EST,
on March 9, 2018. Proposals will be reviewed by an evaluation committee
from various City departments.  For more information  visit the city’s website
http://www.cityofinkster.com/bids.aspx?bidid=8

CITY CONTACT:
Sharde Fleming – Special Projects, Director
313-563-9764 sfleming@cityofinkster.com
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF INKSTER, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

RE: Case No. 17-26 (SLU)

In accordance with and pursuant to the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Act 110 of
2006, as amended, notice is hereby given that the City of Inkster Planning Com-
mission will hold a public hearing on Monday, March 12, 2018, at 6:30 p.m., in
the Inkster City Hall Council Chamber, located at 26215 Trowbridge, Inkster, Michi-
gan, 48141, to consider a special land use to allow a medical marijuana cultivation
facility in the M-1, Light Industrial District. Ronald Shunia on behalf of HWRSJT
Inkster, LLC d/b/a CannWell is the applicant. The subject property is located on the
south side of Trowbridge Avenue, between Bayhan and Beech Daly and is legally
described as follows:

PARCEL A:
PART OF LOT 6, SUBDIVISION OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER AND EAST
HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 30 TOWN 2 SOUTH
RANGE 10 EAST, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN
LIBER 1 OF PLATS, PAGE 26, WAYNE COUNTY RECORDS, DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 6 (SAID
SOUTHWEST CORNER APPEARS TO BE LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 797.50
FEET NORTHEAST OF THE ORIGINAL SOUTHWEST LOT CORNER) AND PRO-
CEEDING THENCE ALONG THE LOT BOUNDARY, NORTH 79 DEGRES 03 MIN-
UTES 40 SECONDS EAST, 150.99 FEET AND NORTH 00 DEGREES 09
MINUTES 20 SECONDS EAST, 324.81 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 79 DEGREES
03 MINUTES 40 SECONDS WEST, ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF TROW-
BRIDGE AVENUE, 150.99 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 09 MINUTES
20 SECONDS WEST, ALONG THE WEST LOT LINE, 324.81 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING.

PARCEL B:
THE SOUTH 324.81 FEET OF LOT 8, AS MEASURED ALONG THE EAST LOT
LINE, FELLRATH’S WESTWOOD GARDENS SUBDIVISION, ACCORDING TO
THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN LIBER 68 OF PLATS, PAGE 99, WAYNE
COUNTY RECORDS.

PARCEL C:
THE SOUTH 324.81 FEET OF LOT 7, AS MEASURED ALONG THE EAST LOT
LINE, FELLRATH’S WESTWOOD GARDENS SUBDIVISION, ACCORDING TO
THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN LIBER 68 OF PLATS, PAGE 99,
WAYNE COUNTY RECORDS.

NO ASSIGNED STREET ADDRESSES

TAX ID NUMBERS: 44-020-010-006-007, 44-020-030-008-002, AND 44-020-007-
002

Public comments are invited. Persons unable to attend the public hearing may send
their comments in writing to the attention of the City of Inkster Community Devel-
opment Department, 26215 Trowbridge, Inkster, Michigan, 48141. Comments will
be received through 12:00 noon, Monday, March 12, 2018. Please reference Case
No. 17-26 (SLU) in all correspondence.

The City of Inkster will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services,
such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being
considered at the public hearing to individuals with disabilities upon five business
days written notice. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the City of Inkster at 313.563.9770.

Felicia Rutledge
Inkster City Clerk

PUBLISH BY: February 25, 2018

Community Development Department • 313.563.9760

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF INKSTER, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

RE: Case No. 17-25 (SLU)

In accordance with and pursuant to the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Act
110 of 2006, as amended, notice is hereby given that the City of Inkster Plan-
ning Commission will hold a public hearing on Monday, March 12, 2018, at
6:30 p.m., in the Inkster City Hall Council Chamber, located at 26215 Trow-
bridge, Inkster, Michigan, 48141, to consider a special land use to allow a
medical marijuana processing facility in the M-1, Light Industrial District.
Ronald Shunia on behalf of HWRSJT Inkster, LLC d/b/a CannWell is the ap-
plicant. The subject property is located on the south side of Trowbridge Av-
enue, between Bayhan and Beech Daly and is legally described as follows:

PARCEL A:
PART OF LOT 6, SUBDIVISION OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER AND
EAST HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 30 TOWN 2
SOUTH RANGE 10 EAST, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS
RECORDED IN LIBER 1 OF PLATS, PAGE 26, WAYNE COUNTY
RECORDS, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE SOUTH-
WEST CORNER OF LOT 6 (SAID SOUTHWEST CORNER APPEARS TO
BE LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 797.50 FEET NORTHEAST OF THE
ORIGINAL SOUTHWEST LOT CORNER) AND PROCEEDING THENCE
ALONG THE LOT BOUNDARY, NORTH 79 DEGRES 03 MINUTES 40 SEC-
ONDS EAST, 150.99 FEET AND NORTH 00 DEGREES 09 MINUTES 20
SECONDS EAST, 324.81 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 79 DEGREES 03 MIN-
UTES 40 SECONDS WEST, ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF TROWBRIDGE
AVENUE, 150.99 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 09 MINUTES 20
SECONDS WEST, ALONG THE WEST LOT LINE, 324.81 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING.

PARCEL B:
THE SOUTH 324.81 FEET OF LOT 8, AS MEASURED ALONG THE EAST
LOT LINE, FELLRATH’S WESTWOOD GARDENS SUBDIVISION, AC-
CORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN LIBER 68 OF
PLATS, PAGE 99, WAYNE COUNTY RECORDS.

PARCEL C:
THE SOUTH 324.81 FEET OF LOT 7, AS MEASURED ALONG THE EAST
LOT LINE, FELLRATH’S WESTWOOD GARDENS SUBDIVISION, AC-
CORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN LIBER 68 OF
PLATS, PAGE 99, WAYNE COUNTY RECORDS.

NO ASSIGNED STREET ADDRESSES

TAX ID NUMBERS: 44-020-010-006-007, 44-020-030-008-002, AND 44-020-
007-002

Public comments are invited. Persons unable to attend the public hearing
may send their comments in writing to the attention of the City of Inkster Com-
munity Development Department, 26215 Trowbridge, Inkster, Michigan,
48141. Comments will be received through 12:00 noon, Monday, March 12,
2018. Please reference Case No. 17-25 (SLU) in all correspondence.

The City of Inkster will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and serv-
ices, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed ma-
terials being considered at the public hearing to individuals with disabilities
upon five business days written notice. Individuals with disabilities requiring
auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Inkster at 313.563.9770.

Felicia Rutledge
Inkster City Clerk

PUBLISH BY: February 25, 2018
Community Development Department • 313.563.9760

CITY OF INKSTER PUBLIC NOTICECITY OF INKSTER PUBLIC NOTICE

Telegram Classifieds

Follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/telegramnews

Join our Facebook 
Fan page 

www.facebook.com/telegramnews

Check out our website ww.telegramnews.net

HOW MANY TIMES DOES YOUR
DOLLAR TRAVEL AROUND

YOUR COMMUNITY?
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HOW MANY TIMES DOES 
YOUR DOLLAR TRAVEL 

AROUND YOUR COMMUNITY?

Shop in  your 
community 

Name the person in the photo

Email your answer to info@telegramnewsnet or
call 313-928-2955

(leave your answer if no one picks up) Name from left to right.

The winner will be selected at random from all correct submissions.

The answer and contest winner will be published March 1, 2018.

PHOTO CONTEST 
WEEK 8

Winner for Week 6 - Jocelyn Jackson
Pictured from left to right:  Publisher Gina

Steward,Wayne County Treasurer Eric Sabree, 

Rev. John Hearn

Photo Contest Week 7 

The District Tournament is Near

By Butch Davis

After the league championships it’s District Tournament time for the Girls February 26, 28, with the
District Final on March 2, 2018. The teams that survive the districts will move ahead to the Regional
Tournament, March 6th with the finals played on the 8th of the month. Teams still in the hunt will
take part in the MHSAA Quarterfinals on March 13th. MHSAA Semifinals performance will be March
15-16, follow by the MHSAA Finals, March 17. Girls Basketball Finals

2018 Semifinals and Finals will take place at the Van Noord Arena, Calvin College

By the way this is the final week of the basketball season for the Boys until league championships
and follow week when their District Tournaments will commence on March 5th. Here are the fol-
lowing districts locations for the Girls remaining games for the boy’s final week of the basketball

season in the Telegram News reading area.

No. 23-A Dearborn-Fordson
Dearborn-Fordson
Detroit-Cody
Livonia-Franklin
Livonia-Stevenson
Redford Union
Redford-Thurston

No. 24-A Detroit-Martin Luther
King

Detroit-Cass Technical
Detroit-East English Village
Prep Academy
Detroit-Martin Luther King
Detroit-Western International
Grosse Pointe South

No. 25-A Southgate Anderson
Brownstown Township-Wood-
haven
Gibraltar-OA Carlson
Riverview Community
Southgate Anderson
Trenton
Wyandotte-Roosevelt

No. 27-A Dearborn-Edsel
Ford
Allen Park
Dearborn-Edsel Ford
Lincoln Park
Melvindale
Taylor-John F Kennedy
Taylor-Truman

No. 28-A Wayne Memorial
Dearborn
Dearborn Heights-Crestwood
Garden City
Livonia-Churchill
Wayne Memorial
Westland-John Glenn

No. 43-B Flat Rock
Carleton-Airport
Flat Rock
Grosse Ile
Monroe-Jefferson
New Boston-Huron
Romulus-Summit Academy
North

No. 44-B Dearborn-Divine
Child
Ann Arbor-Father Gabriel
Richard
Dearborn Heights-Annapolis
Dearborn Heights-Robichaud
Dearborn-Divine Child
Dearborn-Henry Ford Acad-

emy

Livonia-Ladywood

No. 45-B Ecorse
Dearborn-Advanced Technol-
ogy Academy
Detroit-Cesar Chavez Acad-
emy
Detroit-Voyageur College
Prep
Detroit-West Side Academy
Ecorse
River Rouge

No. 72-C Ann Arbor-Green-
hills
Allen Park-Cabrini
Ann Arbor-Greenhills
Canton Preparatory
Riverview-Gabriel Richard
Whitmore Lake
Ypsilanti-Arbor Preparatory

No. 73-C Wixom-St Catherine
of Siena Academy
Dearborn Heights-Star Inter-
national Academy
Detroit-Henry Ford
Dearborn-Riverside Academy-
West
Detroit Community
Detroit-Jalen Rose Leader-
ship Academy
Wixom-St Catherine of Siena
Academy

No. 104-D Canton-Plymouth
Christian Academy
Ann Arbor-Central Academy
Ann Arbor-Rudolf Steiner
School
Canton-Plymouth Christian
Academy
Lutheran HS Westland
Westland-Huron Valley
Lutheran
Whitmore Lake-Livingston
Christian School

No. 105-D Allen Park-Inter-
City Baptist
Allen Park-Inter-City Baptist
Detroit-Davis Aerospace
Technical
Detroit-Westside Christian
Academy
Hope of Detroit Academy
Melvindale-Academy for Busi-
ness & Tech

Basketball (Boys) Varsity,
2/22
7:00 PM, Dearborn at Dear-
born Heights Crestwood
7:00 PM, Dearborn Heights
Annapolis at Garden City
7:00 PM, Dearborn Henry
Ford Academy at Lincoln Park
7:00 PM, Ann Arbor Green-
hills at Lutheran Westland
7:00 PM, Dearborn Edsel
Ford at Redford Union
5:30 PM, Detroit Country Day
at Romulus
7:00 PM, Grosse Ile at Tren-
ton

Basketball (Boys) Varsity,
2/23
7:00 PM, Livonia
Clarenceville at Allen Park
Inter-City Baptist
6:00 PM, Riverview Gabriel
Richard at Ann Arbor Father
Gabriel Richard
7:00 PM, Riverview at Flat
Rock
7:00 PM, Dearborn Heights
Robichaud at Lake Fenton
7:30 PM, Warren Michigan
Collegiate at Melvindale

Basketball (Boys) Varsity,
2/27
7:00 PM, Center Line Ma-
comb Christian at Allen Park
Inter-City Baptist
7:00 PM, Southgate Anderson
at Ann Arbor Huron
7:00 PM, Romulus at Ann
Arbor Skyline
7:00 PM, Center Line Ma-
comb Christian at Allen Park
Inter-City Baptist
7:00 PM, Melvindale at Red-
ford Union
7:00 PM, Trenton at Riverview
7:00 PM, Dearborn Divine
Child at Taylor Truman

LOVE
YOUR

FAMILY &
FRIENDS
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     HOT PICKS       
345 482   181
839 131           255
3102 4217 0114
2559           3333 6739

BIG MOMMA’S HITS BIG RAY’S PICK 4

888
094
477

5443
6789
0192

7834
6232
1118

990
347
872

Dear Tasha, 
Every other year, I plan a week-
long girl’s trip and nearly 10 of
my close friends get together to
decide where we want to go.
We’ve been to the Bahamas,
San Diego, and Aruba and even
on several cruises. The moment
we return from one trip, we im-
mediately begin planning for the
next. However, these trips have
become somewhat expensive
for some of the girls and there-
fore we decided to do shorter ex-
cursions; weekend getaways.
But, a few weeks ago, a couple
of the girls decided to invite me
to dinner. We met at one of our
favorite restaurants, begin hav-
ing our drinks and placed our
order. It didn’t take long for me to
realize that one of our good
friends wasn’t in attendance.
Naturally, I inquired and that’s
when I realized what was hap-
pening. The girls no longer
wanted her to be part of the girl’s
getaways. After much conversa-
tion, around the question “why
not?” They stated that she’s al-
ways the one who doesn’t want
to do anything, or late and when
she does participate, she com-
plains and usually doesn’t have
money to spend on all the fun
stuff; sightseeing, boating or
shows. She drinks too much and
gets very scantly with the men
and it becomes an embarrass-
ment. I do agree that she can be
a handful, and this is what we
have become accustom to deal-
ing with. The more we talked, the
more I decided that I no longer
what her to be a part of the ex-
cursions either. She was never
like this when we first started our
trips. Now, this is the problem;
they don’t want to be the one to
tell her and decided I should be
the one to do the dirty work. I’ve
always been the more tactful
one in the bunch and had a way
of expressing things and
smoothing things out. But, how
do I tell her this and I’m part of
the bunch that doesn’t want her
to go! Our planning meeting is
coming up soon and I don’t want
to invite her. We simply do not

want her to join us on the get-
aways anymore. 
Signed, 
Loss for words. 

Dear Loss for words, 
Well, I must admit, you’ve got a
situation on your hands. And this
is what a call a P.I.C. friend:
Problem, Issues and Concerns.
But, I don’t think that all the dirty
work should be left up to you!
Just because you know how to
be tactful, doesn’t make it’s to-
tally your responsibility to share
everyone’s feelings about her
behavior. However, I would like
to address some things you’ve
shared, which I feel you and the
other girls have overlooked. Ask
yourself this; is she one of the
girls who has expressed the fi-
nancial burden of the trips? You
even stated that she wasn’t this
way when you girls first started
taking your trips. I’m just saying,
maybe she has been dealing
with some financial issues and
hasn’t shared this. This may be
the reason why she doesn’t re-
ally want to participate in the
extra-curricular activities, while
on vacation. If, I could just be
frank for a moment; she may
want to attend the ball, but can
afford the dress and shoes. You
girls shouldn’t be so hard on her.
If you decide to take the chal-
lenge of expressing everyone’s
feelings, please share these
words with the girls first and see
if a mutual understanding can’t
be reached, before you girls de-
cide to exclude her from what is
probably one of the most uplifting
moments for her; being with the
girls. And one more thing, if you
girls are vacationing, you really
should take a few lessons from
her and learn to have some fun.
Drink, dance and be merry.
Who’s to say, the reason she did-
n’t want to go out with you girls,
is because you all don’t know
how to have fun. I once read: Va-
cation is where you drink triple,
see double and act single. 
Tasha 

Talk to Tasha at: Tash-
aBLove2018@gmail.com 

“Talk 
to Tasha”

Tasha B. Love

“Girls Will Be Girls”

YES, Start my Subscription
TODAY!!

Name:_________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________City:____________State:_____Zip:______

Telephone__________________Email:_______________________(optional)

Credit Card:__________________________EXP Date:_____ CVC _______ 
Complete form and mail check or money order to: 

P.O. Box 29085, River Rouge, MI 48218
If you have any questions please call 313-928-2955

6 Months  
Home Delivery for

$20.00 ($5.00 Saving)

New subscriptions only

Believe the Hype: “Black Panther” Sets 

Box Office Records with $192 Million 
Opening Weekend

1960s and the film fea-
tures a majority African
American cast and many
strong female characters.
The pre-release news,
nine month-long market-
ing campaign and antici-
pation over “Black
Panther” mixed with good
reviews and the politics of
the time produced a ton
of buzz around the film,
long before it was re-
leased.
What word of mouth will
now do for the film may
mean that even more
records will be broken.
Lauren Victoria Burke is
an independent journalist,
political analyst and con-
tributor to the NNPA
Newswire and BlackPres-
sUSA.com. She can be
contacted at
LBurke007@gmail.com
and on Twitter at
@LVBurke.

“Black Panther” starring
Chadwick Boseman,
Lupita Nyong’o and
Michael B. Jordan, sur-
passed box office expec-
tations during its opening
weekend.
With $192 million in ticket
sales so far, the film is ex-
pected to take in $218
million over the four-day
President’s Day weekend
and an incredible $361
million worldwide. Accord-
ing to ComScore, global
ticket sales were set to
reach $387 million over
the weekend.
According to Entertain-
ment magazine, “Black
Panther” is already the
eighth-largest single-day
gross for the film industry
ever and the third-biggest
opening for a superhero
movie.
“Black Panther” scored a
$75.8 million opening day.
“The Avengers” opened
with $80 million and
“Avengers: Age of Ultron”
opened with $84 million.

The film also became the
highest-grossing title in
history at 33 AMC The-
aters across the country,
according to a report in
the Hollywood Reporter.
“Black Panther earned
more at those cinemas on
Thursday evening and
Friday—along with ad-
vance ticket sales for
other times during the
weekend—than any other
movie has in an entire
weekend. The number of
theaters setting revenue
records climbed to 80 lo-
cations, more than 10
percent of the entire cir-
cuit,” wrote Hollywood
Reporter.
With that, “Black Panther”
makes director Ryan
Coogler the top-grossing
Black director in film his-
tory. The previous record
was held by “Straight
Outta Compton,” which
made $214 million world-
wide in 2015. Marvel es-
tablished the Black
Panther character in the
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Informing * Educating * Empowering * Uplighting

10748 W. Jefferson Ave  River Rouge, MI  48218

Phone:  (313) 928-2955  Fax:  (313) 928-3014

Email:  telegram@telegramnews.net

Website:  www.telegramnews.net

Gina C. Wilson Steward             Publisher

JC Wall  Founder

Serving Detroit and the Downriver Community

All Repairs: Shoes, Purses, Luggage etc.

579 Visger Rd, Ecorse, MI 48229

economyshoerepair@gmail.com

OWNER

313-382-2662

REACH RESIDENTS IN
WAYNE COUNTY WITH YOUR 

CLOTHING AD HERE!
313.928.2955

ARE YOU HAVING AN EVENT
FOR  CHILDREN?

telegram@telegramnews.net

Action
From Page 1A

day. “Look at all these peo-

ple. One match started a

whole forest fire.”

This most peaceful and or-

derly of places has been

devastated by the most vio-

lent and chaotic of acts. And

amid the horse trails, bike

paths and gated communi-

ties of a city that prides itself

on “country elegance,” the

response to a shooting

Wednesday that killed 17

people at Marjory Stoneman

Douglas High School has

been a raw, growing and fu-

rious burst of activism and

demand for change.

Hundreds of people filled

the terrace of the Broward

County federal courthouse

on Saturday, where their

echoing chants of “enough”

and “not one more” weren’t

solemn — they were

seething. None, perhaps,

more so than Emma Gonza-

lez.

“If the president wants to

come up to me and tell me

to my face that it was a ter-

rible tragedy and how it

should have never hap-

pened, and maintain telling

us that nothing is going to

be done about it, I’m going

to happily ask him how

much money he received

from the National Rifle As-

sociation,” Gonzalez de-

clared. “To every politician

who is taking donations

from the NRA, shame on

you! If you actively do noth-

ing, people will continue to

end up dead.”

In a nearly 10-minute ad-

dress — her black tank top

and tightly cropped haircut

barely visible behind

podium microphones that

stood nearly as tall — Gon-

zalez slammed by name

senators who have pro-

posed softening gun laws.

Every few moments, the

Stoneman Douglas High

senior raised her bracelet-

covered right arm to wipe

tears from her eyes. In her

left hand she clutched her

speech, written out by hand

on a stack of college-ruled

paper.

She led the crowd in chants

of “No more BS!”

Gonzalez was one of half a

dozen student speakers at

the rally, many of whom

noted that despite years of

disciplinary issues, Nikolas

Cruz, their former classmate

who police say has admitted

to carrying out the shooting,

was able to purchase a gun.

“This isn’t just a mental-

health issue!” Gonzalez

said, her voice breaking into

a scream. “He wouldn’t

have harmed that many stu-

dents with a knife!”

Grace Solomon, a city com-

missioner who is organizing

a large group of parents and

students to travel to Talla-

hassee and then to the Dis-

trict to demand

“common-sense gun leg-

islation,” said there’s

been a palpable shift in

the nature of her commu-

nity.

Coop’s

Casual Wear
BLOW OUT SALE

20%-50% OFF 
(most items)

1125 Southfield Rd. - Lincoln Park

313-903-7255
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B & R Exterminating Co.
Thank you for your Support!
All Pest can be Eliminated

We appreciate your business
313-843-3011 Ask for Bill

www.BREXTERMINATORS.COM

Roaches 

Spiders

Lice

Water Bugs
Rats

Ants & Mice

Bed Bugs

Crickets

Moths

BRAZILL CONSTRUCTION

Residential - Commercial Carpentry-Roofing-

Ceramic Tile -Kitchens - Plastering Windows

Marvin Brazill

(313) 388-1052

(313) 706-7052 cell

Paving Enterprise
Residential & Commercial

Asphalt and Cement

No job to small

FREE ESTIMATES
313-492-8945

HARDWARE

FULL SERVICE HARDWARE & BUILDER’S SUPPLY

Computerized Paint matching * Screen & Window Repair *
Keys Cut * Masonry Suppliers * Blocks * Bricks * Steps

Fast Delivery Service

10563 W. Jefferson Ave   River Rouge
Phone: (313) 841-2940       Fax: (313) 841-2670

LOZON

BUSEN BUSEN 

APPLIANCEAPPLIANCE
2323 Fort St, Lincoln Park

313.381.4575

Used Washer & Dryers

Refrigerators & Electric Ranges

90 Day Warranty - Delivery Available
Parts & Service for all brands 

G AND C

VARIABLES
“STRIVING TO BE BETTER”

313-341-6606
-PORCHES -SIDING
-ROOFING -INTERIORS
-CEMENT -MASONRY

ALEXAS CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
Residential, Commercial & Boat Seats

Quality services at very 
Reasonable prices

Family owned and operated 
for 25 years

We specialize in
customer service

Contact us at 734.722.6815

32300 Michigan Ave. Wayne, MI  48184

CITY PAINT

& SUPPLY

3920 W. Jefferson

Ecorse

313-208-1502

Products Offered

*Interior & Exterior Paint
*Primer

* Porch & Floor Paint
* Painting Accesories

Flat
Gallon - $12  or 2 for $20

Semi Gloss
Gallon - $14 or 2 for $25

MISTINTS SPECIALS
Gallon start @ $6

5 gallons start @ $30

Custom Woodcrafter Opens Gift Shop

in Wayne
By Renee Summers - Telegram Intern

Jeff and Mary Powers is joined by city officials and community members for the ribbon cutting

Jeff Powers recalls that when

he was around 10 years old,

his father, Ray began instruct-

ing him in the art of woodwork-

ing.  He realized that he

enjoyed wood crafting and it

eventually developed into a

lifelong hobby.  Powers spent

his spare time creating signs,

shelves, coat racks and other

decorative items out of wood.

At the suggestion of a friend,

Powers tried to sell the items

he had made at flea markets

and craft shows, but it wasn’t

economically fruitful.  Powers’

father-in-law suggested he

open up a store.  

When Powers ran the idea

past his wife, Mary, she in-

sisted they give back to their

hometown of Wayne and uti-

lize business vacancies in the

city’s downtown area.  The

couple’s dream has come true

as the grand opening of Pow-

ers Woodcrafts was held this

past Valentine’s Day.  The

store features handmade

wooden gifts, home décor, and

custom-made items.  Ray

Powers passed away late last

year and was unable to see the

realization of his son’s ambi-

tion.  But Jeff and Mary Powers

say they feel his father’s pres-

ence within the store.  “He was

supposed to be here today,”

Powers says.  “He taught me

just about everything I know.”

A vast majority of the products

carried at Powers Woodcrafts

are made by Jeff Powers him-

self.  He enjoys doing custom

work and welcomes special or-

ders.   A small selection of

items are hand-made by a rel-

ative of Powers, a military vet-

eran diagnosed with PTSD,

who works with wood to allevi-

ate stress.  Powers hopes to

partner with other retailers

throughout the state who sell

“made in Michigan” products.

He plans to eventually begin

producing small furniture items

and patio chairs.  Unlike some

gift shops, Powers isn’t out to

sell handcrafted items at ex-

cessive prices, as Mary Pow-

ers explains, “If we didn’t pay

that for it, we’re not going to

charge that for it.”  She adds,

“That’s not what we want to

do.”  

The city of Wayne is home to

Powers and his wife, Mary.

Both like the small town feel.

“We just want to be the place

where everyone knows who

we are and where we know

who everybody else is,” he

says.  

If you’re looking for a unique,

personalized gift, Powers

Woodcrafts is located at 35065

Glenwood, east of Wayne

Road, in Wayne.  The phone

number is 734-516-2810.  You

can also access the business

a t

Powerswoodcrafts@aol.com

and on facebook.  

SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL SMALL BUSINESS
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