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ARE YOU READY TO VOTE?

City of Ecorse gets early
Christmas present

Released from Receivership

December 18 - Michigan
Treasurer Nick Khouri today
announced the city of Ecorse
has been released from re-
ceivership under the Local Fi-
nancial Stability and Choice
Act and dissolved the Ecorse
Receivership Transition Advi-
sory Board (RTAB).

The state Treasury Depart-
ment’s actions follow a recom-
mendation to terminate
receivership by members of
the Ecorse RTAB. Effective im-
mediately, city leadership will
regain full local control and
manage all internal operations
and finances without state
oversight.

“Today marks an important
achievement for Ecorse resi-
dents, the city and all who

have contributed to moving the
city back to a path of fiscal sta-
bility,” Khouri said. “I am
pleased to say the city is re-
leased from receivership.”

Since the appointment of the
RTAB in April 2013, the city of
Ecorse reduced its long-term
debt, increased funding and re-
duced other liabilities. The city
concluded fiscal year 2017
with a General Fund surplus,
with current expenditures
trending below anticipated rev-
enues.

“Ecorse is ready to govern on
its own,” Ecorse Mayor Lamar
Tidwell said. “The partnership
between the city and state pro-
vided an opportunity for our
community to improve its fi-
nances and operations, as well
as the quality of life for our res-
idents.”.  During their council
meeting on Tuesday, Tidwell
said, “We are still going to run
a tight ship so that we are pre-
pared for any emergencies that
may come up.”

In March 2009, the state Treas-
ury Department received a re-
quest to conduct a preliminary
review of the city’s finances to

Receivership - Page 

Inkster Mayor Byron Nolan and Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Williams pause to take a photo with one
of the ten families that received a gift card from the City during their Council meeting on Monday
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Senator David Knezek speaks on the
Mandated Return of $550M to Public School

Employees

issued the following statement
on the Michigan Supreme
Court’s unanimous ruling this
morning demanding that the
State return $550 million that
was illegally withheld from pub-
lic school employees’ pay:

“Some might call this a Christ-
mas miracle, but I call it long-
overdue justice. Coming from a
family of educators and as a
son of a high school lunch lady,
I know exactly what this win
means for the hardworking
teachers and support staff in
our schools. Their hard-earned

money was held hostage for
seven years but now it will fi-
nally be back in their hands.
No one is above the law and
everyone is subject to the Con-
stitution. Although this situation
should never have happened
to begin with, I’m grateful that
the judges came to the proper
conclusion today."

LANSING — Sen. David
Knezek (D–Dearborn Heights)

Senator David Knezek

Receivership
From Page 1A

determine whether a serious fi-
nancial emergency existed.

In October 2009, Gov. Jennifer

Granholm informed the city
that a local financial emer-
gency existed based on a rec-
ommendation of a Financial
Review Team. Granholm au-
thorized the Local Emergency
Financial Assistance Loan
Board to manage the financial
emergency and directed the
board to appoint an emergency
financial manager.

An emergency manager was
present from October 2009 to
April 2013, when the financial
emergency was resolved and

the Ecorse RTAB was ap-
pointed to oversee the city’s
transition back to local control.

Over the last two years, the
cities of Allen Park, Benton
Harbor, Lincoln Park and Pon-
tiac have been released from
receivership and had their
RTABs dissolved.

At this time, only two munici-
palities – the cities of Flint and
Hamtramck – remain under
state oversight through a
RTAB. 

Trooper charged with 
murder for Tasing ATV
driver, Damon Grimes, 

who died
By Megan Cerullo 

A Michigan state trooper was
charged with murder Wednes-
day in connection to the Au-
gust death of a 15-year-old
ATV driver.
Trooper Mark Bessner al-
legedly fired his Taser at the
teen, who subsequently
crashed his ATV and died.
Wayne County Prosecutor
Kym Worthy charged Bessner
with second-degree murder
and two counts of involuntary
manslaughter, The Detroit
News reported.

He is facing life in prison.

Damon Grimes, 15, crashed
his ATV and died after a Michi-
gan State Police trooper fired a
Taser at him in Detroit, Michi-
gan. The trooper, Mark Bess-
ner, was charged with murder
Wednesday. 
The victim, Damon Grimes,
was illegally driving his ATV in
the street when Bessner fired
his Taser at him from the pas-
senger side of amoving vehi-
cle—causing Grimes to ram
into a parked truck. He died
from blunt-force head trauma.
Wayne Country Prosecutor
Kym Worthy said she decided
to charge Bessner with sec-
ond-degree murder because
“he created a very high risk of
death,” The Detroit News re-
ported.
“We will not shirk from tough
cases. It’s always tough when
you investigate officers, but it is
what it is,” Worthy said, ac-
cording to the report.

Wayne County Prosecutor Kym
Worthy announced Wednesday
that former Michigan State
Trooper Mark Bessner has been
charged with the murder in the
death of 15 year old Damon
Grimes. (Detroit Free Press) 
She acknowledged that Bess-
ner might not have intended to
kill Grimes, but that it didn’t af-
fect her decision to levy
charges.
“He may not have meant to kill
him, but that doesn’t matter. The
classic law school test is, if
you’re on top of a tall building,
and you drop a safe down, you
may not have intended to kill,
but you created a high risk of
death,” she said.
Bessner was suspended for de-
ploying his stun gun from inside
a moving vehicle—a violation of
department policy—and later re-
signed.

“On behalf of the Michigan
State Police, I offer my sincerest
apologies to the family of
Damon Grimes,” Col. Kriste
Kibbey Etue, director of the
Michigan State Police said in a
statement.
“Troopers are not trained to do
what Bessner did, and we con-
demn his actions. His conduct
was criminal in nature and de-
serving of the charges today au-
thorized by Prosecutor Kim
Worthy. Neither my apology nor
these criminal charges will bring
Damon back, but I hope they
provide some amount of solace
to his family.”

Kym Worthy gave a press conference to announce their
decision to charge the state trooper with murder
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COMMUNITY MEETINGS
National Action Network

Weekly meeting - 10:00am
6100 14th St

Detroit, MI  48208
JOIN US

For more information
Nandetroit@gmail.com

313-312-5287 or 313-492-6774

Western Wayne NAACP 
January General Membership Meeting

January 8, 2018  -  7:00pm
Christian Faith Ministries

27500 Marquette   Garden City 
Everyone is welcome

313.544-0620

.

Inkster National Action Network Meeting
Monthly meeting

1st Saturday of each month
4300 Harrison St, Inkster

10:00am

After a life time of service to
the people fo Detroit, Repre-
sentive John Conyer is out as
America’s longest serving con-
gressman.

As a consevative, this should
make me ecstatic. Mr. Conyers
should have retired ten years
ago, but he held on.

The way he has left office
doesn’t make me happy.  I am
ambevilant at best.

Going out the way he has tar-
nishes a great career.  I still

have trouble believing that he
is a sexual harassar.  That, to
me just doesn’t seem his
speed.  But some of the stories
seem legitimate.

Now a precinct in Detroit does-
n’t have representation.  Gov-
ernor Snyder needs to get a
special election going as soon
as possible.  Perhaps getting
things going after the holidays.

It is only fair, no playing politics
with this.  Don’t wait for a Re-
publican to enter the race. It’s
Detroit, you aren’t going to find
one.  So set an election and let
Detroit choose their represen-
ative, be it John Conyers III,
Coleman Young Jr. Or some-
one else.

They just need to behave 
themselves.
Jim Abeare can be reached at
info@telegramnews.net

Goodbye John Conyers
By Jim Abeare

TAKE TIME TO READ!
IT WILL TAKE YOU 

FOR A RIDE

Why is Kwanzaa celebrated?
Values for the entire family for week

Kwanzaa is a week-long celebra-
tion that is celebrated in the United
States, as well as other countries
with populations of African de-
scendants. It is a holiday which
celebrates and honors African cul-
ture in not only the African-Ameri-
can community but also in the
World African community. This hol-
iday is celebrated from December
26th through January 1st.

History of Kwanzaa
Kwanzaa is a holiday tradition that
is based on the “first harvest” cel-
ebrations in Africa. In recorded
history, these first harvest celebra-
tions can be traced all the way
back to Nubia and Egypt and can
be found in cultures all over Africa.
While many of these first-fruit cel-
ebrations may differ from one so-
ciety to another, they all had a few
principles in common. These prin-
ciples include people gathering to-
gether to celebrate,
acknowledging the creator and
thanking him for his blessings. a
commemoration of the past, a re-
commitment to African cultural
thought and a time to celebrate
community.

Rooted in these principles, espe-
cially those of the Ashanti and the
Zulu, Kwanzaa arose from the
Black Freedom Movement in 1966
in the United States. It was cre-
ated by Dr. Maulana Karenga – a
professor of Black Studies at Cal-
ifornia State University, Long
Beach, USA. He created it after
the Watts riots as a way to bring

African-Americans together as a
community.  He gave it the name
Kwanzaa -a word that is taken
from the phrase “matunda ya
kwanza” and is Swahili for “first-
fruits.”

Kwanzaa was originally envi-
sioned by Dr. Maulana Karenga as
an oppositional alternative to
Christmas. However, in later years
he changed his position as to not
alienate African-American Chris-
tians and later stated that Kwan-
zaa was not created to give
people an alternative to their own
religious holidays.

From 1966 through the end of the
20th century, the idea and practice
of Kwanzaa began to slowly in-
crease in popularity across the
United States. Then its popularity
began to increase dramatically
after the start of the 21st century
as the idea and practices of this
holiday began to not only spread
through conventional media but
also through the Internet.  In 2004,
a study showed that a little less
than 5 million African-Americans
planned to celebrate the holiday
that year. However, two years
later, another study showed that
almost 28 million African-Ameri-
cans had planned on celebrating
the holiday in 2006. In 2009, the
popularity of Kwanzaa was further
bolstered by the release of the
documentary film about Kwanzaa
called the “Black Candle,” a film
narrated by Maya Angelou and di-
rected by M. K. Asante. Since

then, Kwanzaa has not only
spread all across North American
but also parts of Europe and Africa
as well.

Kwanzaa Customs & Celebrations
Kwanzaa celebrations vary from
family to family. Some families
stick with strictly Kwanzaa related
practices, while other families mix
elements of Kwanzaa into their
Christmas celebrations. However,
most Kwanzaa celebrations are
based on Nguzo Saba – or the
seven principles of Kwanzaa.

The Seven Principles:
Umoja (Unity): Striving for and
maintaining unity in the family and
the community.
Kujichagulia (Self-Determination):
Defining oneself and speaking for
oneself
Ujima (Collective Work and Re-
sponsibility): Building and main-
taining a community and making
our brother’s and sister’s problems
our own and solve them together
Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics):
Building and maintaining our busi-
nesses for ourselves and each
other
Nia (Purpose): To build and de-
velop our collective communities
together
Kuumba (Creativity): To do what-
ever we can to leave our commu-
nities more beautiful than when we
inherited them
Imani (Faith): To believe with our
hearts in our people, our families
and the righteousness of our
struggle
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Farewell - Part I
By Janine Folks - Religion Columnist

Jehovah Jireh Ministries 
Mercy House 15 E. Charlotte Ecorse 313-282-9508 

Sunday-  Fulfillment Hour 10am  Worship 11am & 6pm
Monday -Bible Study 7pm

Wednesday - Prayer and Praise 7pm

Rev. Everett Thomas Pastor

“Transforming Lives Spirit, Soul and Body
We proclaim Jesus is Savior and Lord!”

Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church
3936 12th Street Ecorse, MI  48229

CHURCH PHONE # (313) 383-1069    FAX:  (313) 383-2842

Pastor - Rev. Kevin B. Mack

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sundays:
Early Morning Worship ............................7:30 a.m.
Church School at Study ..........................9:30 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship  ............................10:50 a.m.

First Sunday: Baptism & Communion Service.........10:30 a.m.
Mid-Week: 

Wednesday - Bible Study ... ................. 7:00 p.m.
 CORPORATE PRAYER

Sun 6am       Wed 6pm

They that trust in the LORD shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot
be removed, but abideth for ever.  

Psalms 125:1

ALL ARE WELCOME

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH, ECORSE
3837 - 15th St. Ecorse
Rev. Alfred L. Davis, Jr.

Pastor
313-381-2700

7:30am Service  1st & 5th
Sunday

9:00am Sunday School
10:45am Morning Worship
Wednesday Bible Study

11:00am & 6:00pm
fbcecorse@att.net

And if you’re looking for
the LORD

He’s in the HOLY PLACE.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

ECORSE

All are Welcome

Fews Memorial Christian
Methodist Episcopal

Church
456 Palmerston Street,

River Rouge
Rev. A. Richard Doss, I  

Pastor
 Morning Worship Service -

-11:00 AM
Sunday School--9:30 AM

Bible Study-Wednesday
at 6:00 PM

Give thanks unto the Lord

Community AME Church
4010 17th St, Ecorse, MI      313-386-4340

Sunday School 10am Sunday Worship 11am

Wed Bible Class 6pm

“Empowered by the living Word” Matt 4:4

Rev. Kabrielle Baker

St. Marks 

Rev. Dr. 
Alford D. Sample

II Timothy 2:25
Study to show thyself
approved unti God;

Services:
Sunday School 9:30am

Morning Worship/Youth Church 11:00 am
Bible Class/Youth Church 6:30 pm

Bus Pickup Available

Missionary Baptist Church

3860 Inkster Rd, Inkster   * 734-351-1365

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church
4411 5th Street Ecorse

313-382-8577
Rev. Marcus Johnson

Pastor

Sunday Morning 

Service - 11:00am

Everyone is welcome

Ecorse Seventh-day Adventist Church
3834 10th St Ecorse, MI

(Corner of 10th & Francis Streets)
Dr. Errol Liverpool, Pastor

Sabbath Worship Service (Saturday)               9:15 a.m.
Sabbath School (Saturday)        11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)                          6:00 p.m.

Community Services Food Distribution
Every Third Wednesday

9:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

(313) 928-9212

Are you a Senior Star?
We are looking for people 80
years old and older to feature

in the 
Telegram Newspaper.

Call  313-928-2955
& share information about your 

Senior Star

YOUR CHURCH COULD BE
LISTED HERE

Baker’s Bible & Book Store

10200 Grand River Ave 
(at the corner of I-96 & Grand River)

Detroit

(313) 933-5507

*Mention this ad for $3 off on name engraving on bible

Love Joy 
Missionary Baptist

Church 
332 Polk Street
River Rouge, 

SERVICES:
Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship -11:00 AM 

Wednesday Prayer &
Bible Class - 

6:30 PM

Rev Darryl Bynum, Pastor
Phone: 313 516-2482 

Email:
Pastordbynum@gmail.com

ALL ARE WELCOME

In May 2001, I opened a book-
store called It Is Written. I re-
member reaching out to The
Telegram several times so they
could come out and feature the
new store in an article in the
newspaper. I lugged my new-
born son with me as I began
this journey. He was just six
weeks old when this thing
launched.

My goal was to get the word
out about the new store that
carried Bibles and other Chris-
tian related products. One day,
the late and great Joe Hudson
walked in to cover the story. He
started asking me questions in
order to compose his story. 

That conversation led to him
asking me to be a contributing
writer. He asked if I could sub-
mit something maybe every
other week. At the time, I had
only written one book of poetry
and I believed that I was only
good at writing poetry. I had
never tried to write any other
genre. I had written essays and

papers for school assign-
ments. I had even written for
the school newspapers in both
elementary and high school,
but didn’t think I would get to
practice it in real adult life. 

I reluctantly agreed to write for
the Telegram, not really know-
ing how or what I would write
about. About a month in, things
started coming to me and I was
writing every single week.
Then Publisher, Ben Wade
was very supportive and al-
lowed me to share my
thoughts freely. 

Writing the weekly articles for
the Telegram became and im-
portant part of my life. Many
situations and things I ob-
served turned into articles. As I
processed my life and how
God would have me resolved
things, I was able to share on
this platform with literally thou-
sands of readers. 

This is why I tell people, just
because you don’t think you
can do it doesn’t mean that you
can’t. Be willing to do and learn
and the rest of what you need
will come to you when you
need it. God can do amazing
things with your willingness. 

Check out the continuation of
this story next week. God bless
you and Merry Christmas.
Cherish. Be well and prosper. 

Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church
"Where The Will of God Will Be Done"  {Mark 14:36}

Rev. Dr. John E. Duckworth, Pastor

29066 Eton Street Westland  48186
Office: 734.721.2557  Fax: 734.721.1383

Sunday Morning Worship Services  8am & 10am
Wednesday Night Bible Study  6:30pm

Email: gethsemane02.org
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Christian Faith Ministries
27500 Marquette, Garden City, MI 48135

734-525-0022

Sunday-  Worship Cafe 9:30am  
Morning Worship 10:30am 

Mid Week Bible Study
Wednesday 7pm

Rev. John D. Hearn Jr. Pastor

“You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot hide”
(Matthew 5:14)

United Church of Faith Methodist
6064 Fourth St, Romulus

Sunday Worship
11:30am

Bible Classes 
Wed-6:00 PM

(734) 765-5335
Welcome Home!

GMO SERVICES

3409 W. Jefferson, Ecorse 
Tues-Fri 1-5 PM

Fax - $1.00
B&W Copies - 10 cent or less

Color Copies – 30 cent 
(313) 381-9303 or gmoservice.com

Rev. Mark R. Zockheem
Pastor

IT’S TIME TO READ
A BOOK!!

PENTECOSTAL MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
35625 VINEWOOD ROMULUS

Phone:  (734) 728-1390 Email:thepen@sbcglobal.net
website:  www.pentecostmbc.org

Rev. Arthur C. Willis, Sr. Pastor

Growing Forward

SERVICES
Sunday School - 9:30am

Sunday Morning Service - 11:00am
Wednesday Prayer 6:00pm   Bible Study - 6:30pm

Let’s worship together down here so 
we can live together up there

Dignified Service For Any Budget”
Organist and Soloist with Every Chapel Service 

Ample Lighted Parking • Completely Air Conditioned • Burials 
Anywhere in Michigan * Spacious Slumber Rooms • Shipment 

Anywhere • All Burial Policies Are Accepted 
"Truly Without Compare In Dignity, Distinction and Service" 

Headstones, Monuments, Cremation Services & Funeral Planning
For Those You Love 

Homesteaders Life Insurance Co. & Forethought Life lnsurace Co.

3015 S. INKSTER ROAD• INKSTER, MICHIGAN 48141 
(313) 278-6300 • Fax (313) 278-7314 • 24 Hour Service

The Penn 
Funeral Home
"The Funeral Home 
You Can Believe In" 

JAMES H. PENN & SON 
Owners/Operators 

The Birth of Jesus

The Birth of Jesus
2 In those days Caesar Augus-
tus issued a decree that a cen-
sus should be taken of the
entire Roman world. 2 (This
was the first census that took
place while[a] Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) 3 And
everyone went to their own
town to register.
4 So Joseph also went up from
the town of Nazareth in Galilee
to Judea, to Bethlehem the
town of David, because he be-
longed to the house and line of
David. 5 He went there to reg-
ister with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him
and was expecting a child. 6
While they were there, the time
came for the baby to be born,
7 and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped
him in cloths and placed him in
a manger, because there was
no guest room available for
them.
8 And there were shepherds
living out in the fields nearby,
keeping watch over their flocks
at night. 9 An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified.
10 But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news that will cause
great joy for all the people. 11
Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you;
he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12
This will be a sign to you: You
will find a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company
of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel, praising God
and saying,
14 
“Glory to God in the highest
heaven,

and on earth peace to those
on whom his favor rests.”
15 When the angels had left
them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one an-
other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has
told us about.”
16 So they hurried off and
found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby, who was lying in the
manger. 17 When they had
seen him, they spread the
word concerning what had
been told them about this child,
18 and all who heard it were

amazed at what the shepherds
said to them. 19 But Mary
treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her

heart. 20 The shepherds
returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the
things they had heard and
seen, which were just as
they had been told.
21 On the eighth day,
when it was time to cir-
cumcise the child, he was
named Jesus, the name
the angel had given him
before he was conceived.

BUSEN BUSEN 

APPLIANCEAPPLIANCE
2323 Fort St, Lincoln Park

313.381.4575

Used Washer & Dryers

Refrigerators & Electric Ranges

90 Day Warranty - Delivery Available
Parts & Service for all brands 
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KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE TODAY

Place your
business in

the Telegram 

Call  
313-928-

2955

GMO SERVICES
3409 West Jefferson Ave. Ecorse

COPY - FAX - PRINT
Monday - Friday 1:00pm to 5:00 pm

Gerald & Shelia Overall, Owners
(313) 381-9303

www.gmoservice.com

TELEGRAM NEWSPAPER
Informing * Educating * Empowering * Uplighting

10748 W. Jefferson Ave  River Rouge, MI  48218
Phone:  (313) 928-2955  Fax:  (313) 928-3014

Email:  telegram@telegramnews.net
Website:  www.telegramnews.net

Gina C. Wilson Steward             Publisher
JC Wall  Founder

Serving Detroit and the Downriver Community
for 73 years

Praxair Donates Ecorse Fire Fighters
Written By - Xavier Jones - Media Specialist 

The Fire Department of
Ecorse is on the fast track to
major revamping. Changes
are coming to make the de-
partment more effective and
dependable. The Safer
Grant, straight from the fed-
eral government is filling the
station with strong, trained
bodies. The department
even received a grant for
more adequate handling of
the air filtration systems. 

Praxair was the biggest
benefactor to the Fire De-
partment’s cause. The in-
dustrial gas supplier
donated 20,000 dollars.
Praxair has been in the city
since 1960, and has been
partnered with Ecorse FD
since the early 1990’s. Prax-
air is motivated by the need
to give back to the commu-
nity it operates in. There's a
mutual benefit behind this

donation. Praxair has do-
nated in the past. The gas
company and the Ecorse
Fire Department has
worked together on joint
safety trainings.   

Twenty year department
veteran, Sergeant Mark Wil-
son, and fifteen year vet-
eran Sergeant Tony Hedges
met the Praxair team for a
hot fireman’s lunch to re-
ceive the check. The money
will be spent on new equip-
ment and manpower. Fire-
fighters will be more
prepared for tasks at hand,
and ready to face the dan-
gers of the job. 

These funds will also be
used to restore the city’s
rescue team. Which has
been non existent for the
past seven years. Probably

the biggest change taking
place due to Praxair’s influ-
ence. The rescuing of the
rescue team guarantees
faster response times. Bet-
ter patient treatment, and
power being put back in the
arms of the department. The
city of Ecorse would no
longer have to depend on a
private ambulance com-
pany. 

The City of Ecorse and the
Telegram Newspaper
thanks Praxair for their do-
nation and the Ecorse Fire
Department for their serv-
ice. 

Ecorse Fire Fighters along with Praxair Representative display latest donation
Photo by Xavier Jones

Have You Been the Victim of 
Sexual Harassment?

Consider Filing a Complaint under Michigan
Civil Rights Law

Lansing — Michigan residents
who have been subjected to sex-
ual harassment may be able to file
a complaint with the Michigan De-
partment of Civil Rights (MDCR)
under the Elliott-Larsen Civil
Rights Act (ELCRA) and other
state and federal laws that provide
protection to victims of harass-
ment.
“We are experiencing a national
time of reckoning with regard to
sexual harassment and sexual
misconduct,” said Agustin V. Ar-
bulu, Director of the Michigan De-
partment of Civil Rights. “It is
important to remember that sexual
harassment doesn’t only happen
in the high-powered worlds of pol-
itics, news and entertainment. It
can happen to anyone. I encour-
age any Michigan resident who is
a victim of sexual harassment to
contact the Department of Civil
Rights so they are better informed
of their rights.”
Under Michigan law, sexual ha-
rassment constitutes illegal dis-
crimination. In most instances,
victims of sexual harassment must
first make it clear to the harasser
that the sexual conduct and/or
communication is unwelcome. Re-
port all forms of employment ha-
rassment to your supervisor
(unless the supervisor is the ha-
rasser), human resources director,
or other person designated by
your employer. The employer has
to know about the alleged harass-
ment in order to stop it and pre-
vent further harassment.
Outside the employment setting,
you should report the harassment
to a landlord/property manager, or
the supervisor of the harasser.
If the harassment continues or you
are uncomfortable reporting the in-
cident, you can contact MDCR for
assistance. In order to file a com-
plaint of discrimination under
ELCRA, the sexual harassment
must have occurred within 180
days and must be related to em-
ployment, education, housing,
public accommodation, public
service or law enforcement.  If the
alleged sexual harassment meets
these parameters, MDCR will take
the complaint and conduct a thor-
ough and impartial investigation.
Under ELCRA, sexual harassment
means unwelcome sexual ad-
vances, requests for sexual fa-
vors, and/or other verbal or
physical conduct or communica-
tion of a sexual nature when:
1) Submission to such conduct or
communication is made a term or
condition - either explicitly or im-

plicitly - to obtain employment,
public accommodations or public
services, education, or housing;
2) Submission to or rejection of
such conduct or communication is
used as a factor in decisions af-
fecting an individual’s employ-
ment, public accommodations or
public services, education, or
housing;
3) Or, such conduct or communi-
cation substantially interferes with
an individual’s employment, public
accommodations or public service,
education, or housing.
Examples of sexual harassment
include, but are not limited to, the
following:
Your supervisor fires or demotes
you because you refuse sexual
advances.
You must endure a hostile work
environment due to inappropriate
touching, exposure of genitals, or
repeated sexual remarks, jokes,
cartoons and/or photographs.
You are told that sexual comments
or conduct are a part of the job you
should just accept or quit.
Your landlord offers to reduce your
rent for sex or threatens to evict
you when you refuse.
Your university professor offers to
raise your grade in exchange for
sexual favors or reduces your
grade when you refuse.
You apply for public services and
are told your request will be
processed more quickly in ex-
change for sex.
You are sexually assaulted.NOTE:
MDCR encourages all victims of a
physical assault to report the as-
sault to the appropriate law en-
forcement agency.
Although the majority of victims of
sexual harassment are women ha-
rassed by men, the law recognizes
that a person of any gender may
be harassed by someone of a dif-
ferent or the same gender.
If after reporting the incident the
harassment continues, or if you
are not comfortable reporting it,
contact the Michigan Department
of Civil Rights at 800-482-3604, or
go to Michigan.gov/MDCR and
click on “File a Complaint” at the
top of the page. If you are unsure
of your options, you can talk with
MDCR staff about whether there is
a legal basis for filing a complaint.  
The Michigan Department of Civil
Rights is charged with investigat-
ing and resolving discrimination
complaints and works to prevent
discrimination through educational
programs that promote voluntary
compliance with civil rights laws.



Page 7A TELEGRAM NEWSPAPER WEEK OF DECEMBER 21 - DECEMBER 27, 2017

K-Laundromat
439 Visger, Ecorse

*FREE SOAP on SUNDAYS & MONDAYS*

Hours of Operation
Monday - Saturday  8:00am - 9:30pm

Last Load in Washers   at 8:30pm

Sunday Hours 8:00am - 6:00pm
Last Load in Washers at 5:30pm

*

Same Day Service  *Washers up to 80 lbs.

*Drop Off Service  *Maytag Equipment

*Commercial Accounts Welcome

Last Load at 9:00pm

969 Southfield Rd

Lincoln Park

(313) 388-5003

Hours: 8am-11pm

Millennium Laundry

Accepting all Major Credit Cards & EBT

Ann Visger Students sing for 

Rouge Senior Citizens

On Tuesday December
19, Ann Visger Prepara-
tory Academy's 1st and
2nd Graders made their
way to the River Rouge
Senior Holiday Celebra-
tion. Students had com-
peted for the honor to be
able to sing Christmas
Carols in front of River
Rouge's Senior Commu-
nity. 

All Students at Ann Visger
participated in their  an-
nual Penny Drive for the
River Rouge Meals on
Wheels Program. This
year, they raised $331.72
to help the many Seniors
in the community.  This
will make a grand total
over the past three years
of $635.72.

The Seniors were excited
to listen and fellowship
with the youth.  The stu-
dents will begin planning
for next year’s Christmas
Party to raise more
money for the Seniors.
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ALIGNMENT
HIGH SPEED BALANCE
BRAKES & MUFFLERS
SHOCKS & STRUTS
AXLES
MINOR REPAIRS

K. DREW        313-478-6299
M. PRATHER  313-978-3716
J. DREW         313-412-7258

WE BUY 
JUNK CARS!!

2681 S Schaefer  Detroit 48217

HARDWARE

FULL SERVICE HARDWARE & BUILDER’S SUPPLY

Computerized Paint matching * Screen & Window Repair *
Keys Cut * Masonry Suppliers * Blocks * Bricks * Steps

Fast Delivery Service

10563 W. Jefferson Ave   River Rouge
Phone: (313) 841-2940       Fax: (313) 841-2670

LOZON

B & R Exterminating Co.
Thank you for your Support!
All Pest can be Eliminated

We appreciate your business
313-843-3011 Ask for Bill

www.BREXTERMINATORS.COM

Roaches 
Spiders
Lice

Water Bugs
Rats
Ants & Mice

Bed Bugs
Crickets
Moths

BRAZILL CONSTRUCTION

Residential - Commercial Carpentry-Roofing-

Ceramic Tile -Kitchens - Plastering Windows

Marvin Brazill
(313) 388-1052

(313) 706-7052 cell

G AND C

VARIABLES
“STRIVING TO BE BETTER”

313-341-6606
-PORCHES -SIDING
-ROOFING -INTERIORS
-CEMENT -MASONRY

Paving Enterprise
Residential & Commercial

Asphalt and Cement

No job to small

FREE ESTIMATES
313-492-8945

Inkster Legends provide Christmas 
for 100 families

Some of the foster grandparents working with the Basketball Legends of Inkster Xmas giveaway 

Fred Smiley and the Basketball Legends of Inkster surprised the
Twinkle Toes Day Care Center and Director Saunda Cunningham
with all the Toys left over from the Xmas giveaway for the 100
families in the City of Inkster from the Saturday event

They were filled with joy.!!

The Basketball Legends of Inkster welcomes a new sponsor.Rhandi
Smith the Director of Oak Street Health issues a check to the President
of the Basketball Legends of Inkster Fred Smiley 

Director Fred Smiley standing with  State Representative Jewell Jones
and friends assist in the toy shopping for 100 families at Meijer. These
are names of the volunteers. 
Jermaine & Rachael Bounds, Mikae Winn, Darius Turner, Javion

Johnson and M'eeya Robinson.

Look for your

copy of the 
TELEGRAM

NEWSPAPER 
in:

Dearborn Hts, 
Delray, Detroit,

Ecorse, 
Garden City, 

Harper Woods,
Inkster,

Lincoln Park,
Melvindale, 

River Rouge, 
Romulus, Taylor,

Wayne , 
Westland and 

Wyandotte

or stop by the 
Office 

located at
10748 W. Jefferson

River Rouge 

Call 

(313) 928-2955
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LIST YOUR BUSINESS HERE
313-928-2955

Coop’s

Casual Wear
GRAND OPENING

HOLIDAY BLOW OUT SALE

1125 Southfield Rd. - Lincoln Park

313-903-7255

All Repairs: Shoes, Purses, Luggage etc.

579 Visger Rd, Ecorse, MI 48229

economyshoerepair@gmail.com

OWNER

313-382-2662

TELE- FASHION

Eady's Clothing and Accessories 
10939 W. Jefferson Ave.         River Rouge, MI 48218

Holiday Hours

Open: 

Mon. - Sat.

10:00am - 8:00pm

Closed Sundays 

HOW MANY TIMES
DOES YOUR DOLLAR

TRAVEL AROUND
YOUR COMMUNITY?

SHOES
Reg. $60 -

NOW $24.99



Page 10A TELEGRAM NEWSPAPER WEEK OF DECEMBER 21 - DECEMBER 27, 2017

Zenith Lunch
Breakfast  * Lunch &  Dinner

11295 W. Jefferson Ave. River Rouge

(313) 849-0833
Your Friendly Family Restaurant

2 + 2+ 2 Breakfast Specials

ARE YOU
HAVING AN

EVENT?
SEND YOUR 

INFORMATION
TO 

telegram
@telegramnews.net

Senator Debbie  Stabenow toured Western Wayne Family Health Centers

For many kids, the holiday sea-
son is all about receiving and
wanting things. The constant
advertising bombards them
with ideas of what they “want”
and makes them believe they
“need” everything. It doesn’t
help that lots of children are
very fortunate and have many
people giving them gifts, so
their expectations can be high.
Unfortunately, we all know that
there are children who don’t
get many—or any gifts—at all.
Parents want to teach children
about values such as sharing,
generosity and appreciation.
Western Wayne Family Health
Centers’ Behavioral Health
Manager, Binh Pham PhD, and
child therapist Kayla Collins
LLMSW, have some thoughts
about how to celebrate the gift
giving and receiving season
with the kids you care about. 
Kayla suggests that early in
December is a good time to
talk to your children about the
toys and clothes they already
have, and spend time together
considering what they can “re-
cycle”. “It’s a great time to talk
with your children and allow
them to choose things they no
longer use or have outgrown
and let them decide to share
with another child in the com-
munity”, says Kayla. “You may
need to start small until they
get used to the concept. Take
them with you when you do-
nate or show them how you get
them ready for pickup from a
charity.” And adults can model
the behavior by sharing some
of their stuff by adding items to
the bag or box. She also en-
courages parents to ask grand-
parents, relatives and family
friends not to overdo it and
showering the children with so
many gifts they are over-
whelmed. “Most children really
only pay attention to one or two
things at a time, while other
items they have received.” In-
stead save gifts for other times
during the year, ask the nice
givers to instead give the chil-
dren clothes, donate to a char-
ity, or keep gift giving small. If
you can’t afford to be “Santa”
for your kids, ask family and
friends to assist you and still
not bombard the kids with too
much. 
Other sources of holiday stress

Jeren Stepp, Guadalupe Vivanco, Linda Atkins, Sen. Stabenow, PastorJean Overman, chief Bishop Walter
Starghill Jr, Pete Bergeron, Antoinette Byrd-Carr MD

comes with gift giving—Binh
recommends setting a budget
before you shop, making a list
before you go to the store and
sticking to them. Then you
don’t have to worry about not
paying other bills or getting
large credit card bills in Janu-
ary. “Gift giving can be special
without being over-the-top”,
advises Binh. There is a differ-
ence between a “wish list” and
what a child should actually re-
ceive under the tree. It’s also
the time to help children under-
stand that if Santa Clause
comes to your house, that he
also has many other kids all
over the world to visit, “and not
every kid will get everything
they wanted, some may not
get anything”. We want to give
our kids everything they want,
but that teaches them to ex-
pect it all in the future and not
appreciate what they have. “Of
course we should aim to make
the holidays happy for our kids,
but at the same time, it is a
great chance to teach them
about the satisfaction of having
enough, a sense of giving and
acknowledgement that other
kids may not have the same”
says Binh. Kayla adds that “it is
a good time to show children
the value of a dollar, so that
they know whatever they re-
ceive has value and was given
with love, inside the family (or
Santa’s) budget”. 

The holiday season is not only
about the gifts, and may also
be about celebrating your faith
or spending quality time with
your family and friends. Some-
times things can get a little
crowded with lots of people in
the house, so explore with your
children at the free activities
around the area—start with the
Michigan Adventure Pass pro-
gram at your local library or on
line. 

There are other issues that
make the holidays hard for chil-
dren and families. Keep in
mind that grief often pops up at
a time of year that many of us
gather together and the loss of
a loved one can be felt more.
Children may not recognize
signs of grief, nor know what to
do with those feelings, so pay 
attention they lost someone

close to them recently or in the
past. Many children also deal
with divided families and hav-
ing to go from one parents
home to the other. “it’s a good
time to have different holiday
traditions in each house so that
children look forward to what
will happen at one parents
house when they need to leave
the other home”, adds Kayla.
“Try to get on the same page
with your ex or your child’s
other parent…it’s hard enough
on children to bounce between
houses and relatives, let alone
having the stress of not having
a routine organized for them…
or to hear their parents arguing
about it.” It is also important to
try and get your children to un-
derstand that not everyone cel-
ebrates the holidays in the
same way, or even celebrate
them at all. That way they do
not inadvertently make a child
in their class or neighborhood
feel bad about the difference
between your house and

theirs. 
The holiday season is a time of
festivities and giving. You can
make it more impactful for your
children, or the kids you love,
by being a bit more mindful of
how we celebrate together. If
you or your child needs to talk
with a counselor about the
many feelings the holidays can
bring up, Western Wayne
Family Health Center can help.
Call 313.383.1897 in Lincoln

Park, 313.561.5100 in Inkster
or 734.941.4991 in Taylor. If
you are a new patient, your
first visit with be with a medical
provider who will introduce you
to a member of the behavioral
health team. Visit
www.wwfhc.org for more infor-
mation about integrated be-
havioral health services at
WWFHC. Happy Holidays! 

Christmas: A Time of Sharing and Giving 

Senator Debbie  Stabenow toured Western Wayne Family Health Centers on Friday 12/15/17.  One of the issues being held up in
Congress, despite enough bi partisian support to pass , is continued funding from the ACA for Community Health Centers—70% of
our funding expired at the end of September.  There has been a bill passed in the House, and there are enough votes in the Senate

for it to pass and go to confer-
ence committee.  Yet, the sen-
ate leadership will not put the
bill on the floor.  The CHIP
(Children’s Health Insurance
Program) bill is also in limbo—
leaving 9 million children
(83,000 in Michigan) at risk of
losing their health insurance—
children in Michigan still have it
as the state has some money
to cover in the short term.
Over 23 million patients use
community health centers in
the US—680,000 in Michi-
gan—and 15,515 at Western
Wayne Family  Health Centers.



SMALL ADS
WORK

313-928-2955
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CO-OP
AVAILABLEAcross the Park 

Apartments

NEWLY REMODELED
APARTMENTS

Spacious 1 bedroom
apartments 

Available for  62 and
older or Handicapped &

Disabled.

2700 S Annabelle St.
Detroit, MI 48217

Rent Based on Income 

Heat & water included.
Activity Room & 

Laundry facilities on site
(313) 382-3201
TTY\TTD 711

atp@imsteam.net

Equal Housing Opportunity

APT FOR RENT

WELLESLEY 
TOWNHOUSES 
COOPERATIVE

1 BEDRM RANCH 
TOWNHOMES

$515/Month
2 BEDRM TOWNHOMES

STARTING FROM

$530/Month

For more information call
(734) 729-3328

Equal Housing Opportunity

Telegram Classifieds

Have your
business 
highlight
listed in

the 
PUBLIC NOTICE FOR SERVICES NEEDED

ECORSE
2 Bedroom house

Living & Dining
Rm

$650/month
313-389-1504

TAKE TIME
TO READ A

BOOK IT
WILL TAKE
YOU ON A

TRIP

Samaritan Homes Inc.
is looking for Experi-
enced Direct Care
Workers for Part-time
positions in the Down
River area ( Riverview,
Brownstown) as well
as the Metro Detroit
Area.  Candidate
should be able to work
independently and
have a strong desire
and willingness to work
with people with dis-
abilities.
Must present evidence
of Department of Men-
tal Health training with
CLS,  MORC or
Wayne Center. Must
have a valid Driver's Li-
cense and CPR/FA
certification.  SIP and
Self Determination
Certificates are not ac-
ceptable.

Please call Ms.
Melinda Strong @ 313
838 5219 for Detroit
Ms. Beverly Briggs  @
734 217 9305 for
Riverview & Brown-
stown

HELP 
WANTED

MUSICIAN AVAILABLE

SW DETROIT
3 Bedroom home
Updated kitchen
and bathroom,

clean basement
313-268-2755

,lj720

HOUSE FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR RENT
Drivers: 

CDL-A. LOCAL

Runs~Home Daily!!

$17.00hr + OT! Great
Benefits 

$1000 Sign-on!
1yr recent exp or cer-

tificate+6mos. 
Amanda:

855-768-9682
aa1230

HELP WANTED

Ecorse Flat for Rent
Upstairs, 2 bedroom,
dining room, balcony,
partial use of base-
ment, near bus stop

$550/month
313-622-9681

Call on weekends
only

jh127

FLAT FOR RENT

RIVER ROUGE BASS PLAYER
IS LOOKING FOR OTHER 
AMATURE MUSICIANS 
TO PLAY WITH IN THE
RIVER ROUGE AREA.

CALL WESLEY
313-772-1284

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS BY WAYNE METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY FOR DEMOLITION AND ASBESTOS

ABATEMENT OF STRUCTURES IN ECORSE, MELVINDALE AND 
RIVER ROUGE, MICHIGAN

Proposals are being sought from qualified firms for the Demolition and As-
bestos/Hazardous Materials Abatement of single and multi-family residential
structures in Ecorse, Melvindale and River Rouge as part of a Help for Hardest
Hit Blight Elimination Program in partnership with the Michigan Homeowner As-
sistance Nonprofit Housing Corporation and Michigan State Housing Develop-
ment Authority. Firms deemed qualified to provide the services specified in this
Request for Qualifications (RFQ), will be placed on a list of qualified firms and
be permitted to bid on demolition work through future 

Requests For Proposals.
Bidders are invited to review this open enrollment solicitation at

http://www.waynemetro.org/content/request-proposals
If interested, submit your qualifications to:

ATTN: John Carmody jcarmody@waynemetro.org
Wayne Metropolitan Community Action Agency

2121 Biddle Avenue,
Suite 102 Wyandotte, MI 48192

Responses to this RFQ must be received on or before 10 a.m. Monday, January
22, 2018 to be considered for the first round of Request for Proposals for Dem-
olitions. This RFQ is to be eligible for next bid round open enrollment and is
ongoing.

CITY OF ECORSE PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF ECORSE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GNEN, that a Public Hearing will be held by the City of
Ecorse City Council, at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, Jan. 03, 2018 in the Albert Buday
Civic Center, 3869 W. Jefferson Ave., Ecorse, Michigan, 48229. The purpose
of this hearing is to receive public comment on the final use of the 2018- 2019
Community Development Block Grant Funding. 

It is estimated that approximately $2,000,000.00, will be received through the
CDBG Program funded through the US Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD). These funds are available for projects that benefit low to
moderate income persons. 

2018-19, CDBG Fund Allocations are as follows:
Sidewalk Replacement/tree removal $54,500
Fire Truck $50,000
Ordinance Officer -Blight Control $  5,000
Administration $12,000

Total: $121,500.00

The 2018-2019 funding levels may be reduced as a result of new census
data and an overall reduction in federal grant funding. 

Individuals or groups wishing to make oral presentations or submit prepared
statements pertaining to the CDBG Program may do so at the Public Hearing.
Interested parties who are unable to attend the Public Hearing may submit
their comments in writing to the City of Ecorse Clerk's Office located at 3869
W. Jefferson Ave., Ecorse, MI, 48229. 

People with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation at
this meeting should contact the office of community development at (313) 386
2400 or the office of the City Clerk at (313) 386-2520, at least three (3) busi-
ness days in advance to request mobility, visual hearing or other assistance. 

Posting Date: 12/14/2017 
Publication Date: 12/21/2017

THERESA CAPRA   
Community Development Manager

Office of the County Clerk
Wayne County Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
WAYNE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS’ DAY HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

THE FOLLOWING OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED

FRIDAY, DECEMBER, 22, 2017 THRU MONDAY, JANUARY 1, 2018

THE VITAL STATISTICS/CPL DIVISION

NORTHVILLE AND WESTLAND SATELLITE OFFICES

ELECTIONS DIVISION

JUVENILE COURT SERVICES DIVISION UNITS:

ADMINISTRATION, CASHIER’S OFFICE, FILE ROOM AND TRAFFIC/ORDI-

NANCE

VITAL STATISTICS DIVITION: WESTLAND AND NORTHVILLE OFFICES

………………………………………………………………
THE FOLLOWING OFFICES WILL BE OPEN

DECEMBER 26TH, 27TH AND 28TH, 2017
DOWNTOWN DETROIT-VITAL STATISTICS OFFICE – ROOM 201 CAYMC

FROM 8:00 AM UNTIL 4:30 PM

DOWNTOWN DETROIT – CPL DIVISION – ROOM 207 CAYMC

FROM 8:00 AM UNTIL 4:30 PM

400 MONROE – VITALS CITY OF DETROIT BIRTH/DEATH RECORDS

FROM 8:00 AM UNTIL 3:00 PM

COLEMAN A. YOUNG MUNICIPAL CENTER – 8:00AM UNTIL 4:30 PM

CIVIL AND FAMILY DIVISION FILINGS – ROOM 201

RECORDS DIVISION – ROOM 928

VITAL STATISTICS/CPL DIVISION:

DOWNTOWN DETROIT OFFICES – (ROOMS 201 AND 207)

AND VITALS CITY OF DETROIT OFFICE – 400 MONROE – (OPEN 8:00

AM UNTIL 3:00 PM)

FRANK MURPNY HALL OF JUSTICE – 8:00 AM UNTIL 4:30 PM

CRIMINAL DIVISION FILINGS

LINCOLN HALL OF JUSTICE – 8:00 AM UNTIL 12:30 PM ONLY

JUVENILE DIVISION-CASE INITATION UNIT WILL BE OPEN TO PROCESS

FILINGS FROM

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES &

JUVENILE ASSESSMENT CENTER

CATHY M. GARRETT

WAYNE COUNTY CLERK

211 Coleman A. Young Municipal Center, Detroit, MI 48226  
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ANGEL
ARTIFICIAL
BRANCHES
CANDY CANES
CELEBRATION
DECEMBER
DECORATE
DECORATIONS
FESTIVE
FRESH CUT 
GARLAND
GIFTS
GREEN
LARGE
LIGHTS
NEEDLES
ORNAMENTS
PINE
PRESENTS
PURCHASE 
REAL
SCENT
SETTING UP
SKIRT
SMALL
SPRUCE
STAND
STAR
TAKING DOWN

TINSEL 
TOPPER
TRADITION
TREE FARM

TREE LOT
TRUNK
WATER
YEARLY 

Christmas Tree
Find and circle all of the Christmas Tree words that are hidden

in the grid.
The remaining 53 letters spell a secret message.

Facetious 
[fuh-see-shuh s]

Adjective: lacking serious intent; con-
cerned with something nonessential,
amusing, or frivolous

Ex. Sentence: His jokes were viewed as
facetious by his friends.

Origin: from Old French facetieux, from
facetie witty saying

State Fire Marshal Urges 
Consumers to Keep Safety in

Mind This Holiday Season
flameless candles are another
option.”
Keep these fire safety tips in
mind for a safe holiday season:
Choose a tree with fresh,
green needles that do not fall
off when touched.
Prior to placing the tree in a
stand, cut 2” from the base of
the trunk.
Make sure the tree is at least
three feet from any heat source
such as fireplaces, radiators,
candles, heat vents or lights.
Make sure that the tree is not
blocking an exit.
Add water to the tree stand
daily.
Use lights that are listed by a
qualified testing laboratory and
that you distinguish between
indoor and outdoor lights.
Replace any string of lights
with worn or broken cords or
loose bulb connections. Read
manufacturers’ instructions for
number of light strands to con-
nect.
NEVER USE LIT CANDLES
TO DECORATE YOUR TREE.
Always turn off tree lights when
going to bed or leaving your
home.
Don’t overload your electrical
socket.
Discard your tree after the hol-
idays at a tree recycling pro-
gram in your community.

“Be sure your smoke alarms
are in working order, have a
fire extinguisher readily avail-
able and know how to use it,”
Sehlmeyer said. “Have a pre-
pared and practiced home es-
cape plan, with two ways out of
your home that will help ensure
your survival in a home fire.”
A live Christmas tree burn con-
ducted by the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission
shows just how quickly a dried-
out Christmas tree fire burns,
with flashover occurring in less
than one minute, as compared
to a tree watered regularly.
Watch the video to see how
Christmas tree fires can turn
devastating and deadly within
seconds.
The Michigan Bureau of Fire
Services wishes all Michigan
citizens a safe holiday season.
Visit the Bureau of Fire Serv-
ices website for more fire
safety information.

‘Tis the season to water your

Christmas tree daily, and use
caution with candles and elec-
tric lights. The holidays are a
peak time for home fires
caused by Christmas tree and
candle fires.
“A dry Christmas tree is ex-
tremely flammable and these
types of fires can turn deadly
within seconds, allowing you
little time to escape. Keep the
tree well-watered, don’t risk the
chance of fire and the loss of
family, friends or your home,”
said State Fire Marshal Kevin
Sehlmeyer. “One of every four
home Christmas tree fires is
caused by electrical problems
or a heat source too close to
the tree. Check your electrical
lights and cords for possible
deficiencies. Shorts in electri-
cal lights or open flames from
candles, lighters or matches
are also common causes of
tree and house fires this time
of year.”
According to the U.S. Fire Ad-
ministration, candles start two
out of five home decoration
structure fires, with the top
three days for home candle
fires being Christmas Day,
New Year’s Day, and Christ-
mas Eve. “People can often fall
asleep or leave home with un-
attended candles left burning,”
said Sehlmeyer. “Keep candles
away from the tree and from
anything that can catch fire,
such as decorations, curtains
and furniture -- and up high
enough away from children
and pets. Battery operated,

TELEGRAM  
COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Dearborn Heights
City Council Meeting
Tuesday, December 26, 2017
at 8PM there will be a city
council meeting at the Dear-
born Heights city hall (6045
Fenton St.).

Romulus
City Council Meeting
Wednesday, December 27,
2017 at 7:30PM there will be a
city council meeting at the Ro-
mulus Council Chambers of
city hall, located at 11111
Wayne Rd.

Taylor
Crafts for Non-Crafters

Join us Wednesday, Decem-
ber 27, 2017 from 6-7PM for
an hour of seasonal crafting.
All materials provided. Adults
only. This event will take place
at the Taylor Community Li-
brary (12303 Pardee).

True Meaning of Christmas
Dinner
Join us Monday, December 25,
2017 from noon to 3PM at the
William Ford Senior Center
(6750 Troy). This event is open
to everyone, especially the
less fortunate, those alone,
and the hungry. To arrange for
free transportation, call 313-
291-7740.



Are you a
Senior Star?
We are looking for

people 80 years
old and older to 

feature in the 
Telegram 

Newspaper.
Call  313-928-2955

& share your 
information 
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Lions Need Luck to Make
Playoffs

By Butch Davis

The Rams crushed the Sea-
hawks on the road, allowing
the idle Lions on this past Sun-
day to leapfrog Seattle (8-6) in
the wild card race. Detroit (8-6)
is now seventh in the NFC, a
game behind the Falcons (9-5)
for the final playoff spots. The
Falcons play at the Bucca-
neers this past Monday night
with the Bucs messing and
short field goal attempt with
seconds to go losing the game
24-21. So after the Lions’ win
over the Bears last Saturday,
they needed two outside fac-
tors to work in their favor to
make the playoffs: At least one
loss by the Seahawks and at
least two losses by the Fal-
cons. Check one item off the
list. Following this past Mon-
day’s tilt in Tampa, Atlanta
plays at the home of the New
Orleans Saints (10-4) before
hosting the Panthers (10-4) the
last week of the season. Both
New Orleans and Carolina fig-
ure to be playing for the divi-
sion title and possibly a
first-round bye, so the Falcons
certainly won’t have it easy.

Now according to many fans
the Lions should win their final
two games, at the Bengals (5-
9) on Christmas Eve where by
the way Cincinnati Bengals
Head Coach Marvin Lewis will
be coaching his final home
games Paul Brown Stadium in
Cincinnati, and at home versus

the Packers (7-7) on New
Year’s Eve at Ford Field in
Downtown Detroit where it
could be a grand celebration if
the Atlanta Falcons loss their
next two games and the Lions
win their next two.

Now the game our Detroit
Lions played this past Satur-
day night was the most bal-
ances they have played all
season. Let’s look at the rush-
ing game on offense and de-
fense. The last time the Lions
played the Bears in Chicago
that team ran for over 250
yards against our football
team. This game at Ford Field
the Lions defense allowed only
49 yards rush against them pe-
riod. Now Lions on offense
rush for 90 yards the entire
game however, they rush the
ball 18 times for an average of
five yards a pop. Yes the rush-
ing for the Lions can be better,
nevertheless the yards the
home team rush for gave the
offense a better balance and
that’s a good thing.

By the way, Darius Slay heard
the knocks this offseason and
he has now worked in a good
way to turn his game around
for the Detroit Lions. After the
knock on Slay was that the cor-
nerback did not secure enough
interceptions, he's gone out in
2017 and dominated. After Sat-
urday night, Slay was leading
the league in intercepted
passes with seven.

As of this past Monday night
the Lions must handle their
own business and finishing the
season winning in Cincinnati,
and at home versus the Pack-
ers on New Year’s Eve at Ford
Field.

Now from Me to You and
Yours, have a very Merry
Christmas Everyone.

Local High School Sports
By Butch Davis

A short schedule of varsity basketball games will be play by the
Girls and the Boys this week. Please get out and support the
Girls and the Boys who are playing winter sports via high school,
middle school, elementary school or recreational at venue near
you. Here are the varsity basketball games played in the
Telegram News reading area below.

Basketball (Boys) Varsity, 12/21
Dearborn Edsel Ford at Allen Park 7:00 PM
Romulus Summit Academy North at Dearborn Heights Crest-
wood 7:00PM
Detroit Collegiate Prep at Detroit Cass Tech 4:00PM
Detroit Western International at Detroit Renaissance 4:00PM
Dearborn Fordson at Garden City 7:00PM
Melvindale Academy for Business & Tech at Harper Woods
7:30PM
Dearborn Heights Annapolis at Lincoln Park 7:00PM
Redford Union at Taylor Preparatory 7:30PM
Farmington Hills Harrison at Taylor Trillium 7:00PM
New Boston Huron at Taylor Truman 7:00PM

Basketball (Boys) Varsity, 12/22
Saginaw Nouvel at Allen Park Cabrini 7:30 PM
Detroit Henry Ford Academy at Dearborn Henry Ford Acade-
myCreative 4:30 PM
Pontiac Academy for Excellence at Ecorse 7:00PM
Saginaw Arthur Hill at Romulus 7:00PM
Southgate Anderson at Saline 7:00PM

Basketball (Boys) Varsity, 12/26
Bloomfield Hills at Detroit Western International 3:00 PM

Basketball (Girls) Varsity, 12/21
Trenton at Brownstown Woodhaven 7:00 PM
Garden City at Dearborn Fordson 7:00PM
Dearborn Edsel Ford at Flat Rock 7:00PM
Melvindale at Mt Clemens 6:00PM
Taylor Truman at New Boston Huron 7:00PM
Redford Union at Taylor Preparatory 4:30PM
Livonia Franklin at Wayne Memorial 7:00PM
Plymouth at Westland John Glenn 7:00PM
Dearborn at Wyandotte Roosevelt 7:00PM

Basketball (Girls) Varsity, 12/22

Detroit Henry Ford at Dearborn Henry Ford Academy 6:00PM
Pontiac Academy for Excellence at Ecorse 6:00PM

Stan Van 
not Happy

By Butch Davis

Detroit nearly gave away a 24-
point lead in the fourth quarter,
and coach Stan Van Gundy
wasn't happy at all with his
team's effort over the Orlando
Magic this past Sunday. The
Pistons have won three in a
row after starting December
with a seven-game losing
streak. The Pistons led 60-43
at halftime after going 10 of 18

from beyond the arc in the first
half. Then Detroit added six
more 3-pointers and 36 points
in the third quarter. However
the fourth quarter the Pistons
seem like they lose interest in
playing basketball against the
Magic and it almost cost the
Pistons winning their third
game in a row.

The Detroit Pistons won 105-
91 victory over the Atlanta
Hawks last Thursday night at
Philips Arena, ending a seven-
game losing skid. Andre Drum-
mond fell one assist short of
his first career triple-double (12
points, 19 rebounds, career-
high nine assists) and Avery
Bradley scored 18 points and
Tobias Harris added 19 points.

Last Friday night Pistons with-
stand late rally to beat the Indi-
ana Pacers 104-98, and yes,
Pistons had blow another big
lead in Indiana to get out of
town with a win. Indeed, Reg-
gie Bullock is receiving more
playing time due to Avery
Bradley injury and Stanley
Johnson poor shooting.

Nevertheless this past Sunday
after the game and a Pistons
win over the Magic, Stan the
Man, was not happy with Pis-
tons second half perform-
ances, "We played a very good
first half, Reggie Bullock and
Anthony Tolliver played very
well, and we didn't try at all in
the second half," Van Gundy
said. "We didn't bring anything
to the second half."INKSTER LEGENDS ANNOUNCE 

RAFFLE WINNERS
Grand prize Pistons vs Houston Rockets tickets at Little Cae-
sars arena Jan 6th. Alice Brown
Bonus Grand prize Harlem Globetrotters 4 ticket family pack.
Including autographed Basketball and headbands and wrist-
bands. W. Singletary
1st prize weekend stay at the Luxurious Sheraton Hotel plus
Breakfast Dennis Spencer
2nd prize 4 tickets to world famous Henry Ford Museum. V .
Mitchell
3rd prize Birthday party Blast for 15 at the Romulus Athletic
Center Clark Bishop
4th prize 2 racks of Lamb Melvin Wiley.
5th prize one day weekend stay at the Beautiful Marriott hotel
Ernestine Williams
6th prize Garmin GPS navigation system  Leia Taylor
7th prize Dinner for two  One of the best Soul Food in Detroit
S.Vassallo
8th prize Dinner for two  A great place to Dine in Detroit. They
Say. If you never experienced They Say.You won't know what
They Say.Tyrone Orr
9th Dinner for two Red Lobster.Any location.  
10. $25.00 Gift Card at the Famous Ford Garage in Dearborn.

Thanks for all who donated the prizes.All who volunteered and
all who sold tickets.
Thank you and
God Bless!!
Fred Smiley  President & Director
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SAVE YOUR MONEY!
DRIVE

RESPONSIBLY

I’m White and He’s Black

By Alma Gill (NNPA News Wire Columnist)

     HOT PICKS       
007 404   777
300 242          843

1128 0801 0335
2233           8526 1039

BIG MOMMA’S HITS BIG RAY’S PICK 4

179
051
906

8228
3456
7590

6622
9309
3333

124
753
651

Follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/telegramnews

Join our Facebook Fan page

www.facebook.com/telegramnews

CITY PAINT
& SUPPLY

3920 W. Jefferson

Ecorse

313-208-1502

Products Offered

*Interior & Exterior Paint
*Primer

* Porch & Floor Paint
* Painting Accesories

Flat
Gallon - $12  or 2 for $20

Semi Gloss
Gallon - $14 or 2 for $25

MISTINTS SPECIALS
Gallon start @ $6

5 gallons start @ $30

Dear Alma,
I’m very lucky to be with the
most supportive, kind-hearted,
smart, hardworking and gen-
uine person I’ve ever known.
We’ve been together for two
years. Recently he proposed,
and I said yes. Here’s the prob-
lem: I’m white and he’s African-
American. My parents have
been extremely negative since
we become engaged. My mom
agrees that he’s a great guy,
but she remains judgmental.
She and my dad have kept our
relationship a “secret” because
they think it would cause my
grandfather, who is already
dealing with multiple illnesses,
horrible emotional pain if he
found out. This puts me in a
terrible bind. And it’s unfair to
my boyfriend, who has always
been wonderful to my family
and me. I don’t know what to
do.
Name withheld

Dear Confused
Don’t you just hate unneces-
sary drama? I mean it’s bad
enough when it’s legitimate,
but when it’s totally uncalled
for, that makes for a bat-ass
waste of time. Your email is not
unusual. The same thing hap-
pened to my friend, Bethonie.
Scoot up a chair and allow me
to share the short version. We

were out at a bar when Beth
met Mark. She’s Black, he’s
White, and they became insep-
arable. Six months later, they
got married. They were one of
the happiest couples I’ve ever
known. They had a son, Ryan,
who is cute as can be. Mark
didn’t tell his parents, who lived
in another state. Evidently, it
would have killed the grandfa-
ther, just as in your case. His
mom liked Beth, but said she
wasn’t marrying material, if you
know what I mean. During the
third year of marriage, Mark
suffered a brain aneurysm and
died. Beth called his parents.
When they arrive to claim his
body, she took them to her
home. They saw the wedding
and family pictures on the wall.
She introduced herself as
Mark’s wife and introduced
them to their grandson. They
were shocked. The pain of
Mark’s death was unbearable,
but the ability to reach down
and pick up a mocha-colored,
curly haired, mini-me version
of Mark was, well, priceless.
His parents realized over the
years that they had wasted
precious time because of
closed minds that led to closed
doors and unfulfilled relation-
ships. MLK said it best: Life is
too short to judge folks by their
race rather than on their char-
acter and conduct. My intent in
sharing this story is to encour-
age you to do what you’ve
gotta do. It’s simple: Marry the
love of your life. You can’t con-
trol others, only yourself. Al-
ways, listen to your stomach
and follow your heart down the
pathway of happily ever after.

Alma

Welcome To The Neighborhood: 

Integrity Barbers  
Written By - Xavier Jones - Media Specialist

friendly duty we have to
keep customers happy and
coming back. 

Telegram - Advice for
small business owners?  

Smitty - Plant good seeds
in the community. You can’t
hurt the community, then
turn around and try to help.
Water and oil doesn't mix
and the people can always
tell when your up to no
good. 

To have your business in-
cluded in the Welcome to the
Neighborhood section contact
the Telegram at

telegram@telegramnews.net

In the year 1970. Smitty,
also known as Michael Ray
Smith Sr migrated from
Montgomery Alabama with
his family. At the time
Michael was an angry nine
year old boy. Upset that he’d
been pulled from his south-
ern roots, and forced to
make a home for himself
Downriver. 

Michael had a rough start at
Boynton Middle School.
Showing out because he
didn’t want to be there.
Eventually he got settled in
the community. Attended
Southwestern High School,
graduating in 1981. Even
receiving the nickname
Flash Gordon due to his
speed on the track. 

After high school Smitty
took on several odd jobs
among the community. He
fell in love with the tettority.
But what really sparked his
interest was barbering. Hair
was always a familiar con-
cept so he decided to propel
his passion forward. Smitty
started at a shop in the com-
munity and has been a force
in the barbering world. This
is his first year on the board
of advisors for the Michigan
College of Barbers. 

Smitty now owns the In-
tegrity Barber Shop on 2559
Schaffer Road. The location
used to be the home of a
pharmacy, record store and
pizza shop. The shop
opened in September. In-
tegrity Barber Shop is a
family oriented business
where everybody is treated
with respect. He plans on
using his god given talents
to give back to the commu-
nity that made him the man
he is. He invited me inside
to ask a series of questions. 

Telegram - What makes
you different from your
competitors? 

Smitty - Everybody is differ-
ent. No man can do the
same job, clients are going
to different barbers for differ-
ent reasons. I honestly don’t
think barbers have any
competition. We all work to-
gether by working sepa-
rately.  

Telegram - Why should
the community visit your
establishment? 

Smitty - Years of experi-
ence in the community. Gar-
dening, hair I’ve always
been here servicing those
around me. There’s a

Michael Smith dream has come true; opens his very
own Barber Shop in Southwest Detroit
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ROMULUS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS SPREAD HOLIDAY CHEER 

cently members of the

chapter spent the day at the

Romulus Senior Center for

their annual Christmas din-

ner. FCCLA students not

only visited with the seniors

but also helped serve more

than and clean up the holi-

day meal.

Christmas magic is in full ef-

fect in and around Romulus.

Three groups from Romulus

High School have demon-

strated the reason for the

season, giving to others.

Romulus High School’s

Family Career Community

Leaders of America

(FCCLA) chapter led by

teacher Lisa Willerick has

won gold medals over the

years at the state and na-

tional level for their dedica-

tion to the community.

However, their work always

begins at the local level. Re-

The National Honor Society

also participated in giving

festivities of their own. NHS

selects one elementary

school each year, providing

an opportunity for kinder-

garten, and special educa-

tion students to Christmas

shop for two people in their

family. Students are able to

select items at no cost, this

year students at Barth Ele-

mentary were the recipients.

“We accept monetary dona-

tions and gift items all year

round. The whole experi-

ence really puts smiles on

the kids faces”, said NHS

Advisor Kathy Rice. To con-

tribute to this cause email

kjrice@romulus.k12.mi.us. 

The staff at Romulus High

School was also on the re-

ceiving end of the seasonal

spirit. Alexia Mancilla-Jack-

son and her LIFT students

invited more than one hun-

dred guests to enjoy a free

catered lunch. The lunch-

eon allows school staff to

catch up and mingle with

co-workers while the LIFT

students learn valuable life

skills in the process.

Romulus National Honor Society Students with Santa and his ELF

LIFT Staff with Students
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