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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

From Councilman to
State Representative

Jewell Jones takes his next step to Lansing
By Angel Frierson - Telegram Intern

Telegram to find out what
makes him tick in a hope to in-
spire other young people to
get involved in the political

process.

TN - How do you Manage

taking on More responsibil-

ity since you are now State

Rep, along with being an

ROTC Officer in the Army,

Deacon at church, and Col-

lege?

I figure out how to tie every-
thing into each other, to maxi-
mize my time and resources
everywhere that it is possible.

TN - What will you recom-

mend to a young person

who may want to start in

leadership?

State Rep - Page 7A

Nonprofit Director Loses Job

After ‘Ape In Heels’

Comment About

Michelle Obama
Written By Clarissa Hamlin

Officials’ termination of Pamela
Ramsey Taylor, who led the
Clay County Development
Corp., coincided with a state
agency decision to take control
of the nonprofit, which provides
services to the elderly and low-

income residents, writes

The West Virginia nonprofit di-
rector who referred to Michelle
Obama as an “ape in heels” in
a November Facebook mes-
sage has lost her job after a
weeks-long suspension and
announced Dec. 23 return to
the position, reports The
Washington Post.

Four more charged in Flint water crisis 
By Sara Ganim and Sarah Jorgensen, CNN

(CNN)Four officials in charge
of Flint's water, including two
who reported directly to Gov-
ernor Rick Snyder, have been
named in the fourth round of
charges announced by the
Michigan attorney general's
office as it investigates the
city's water crisis.

Two of Flint's former emer-
gency managers and two
water plant officials were
charged Tuesday for felonies
of false pretenses and con-
spiracy -- the allegations are

that they misled the Michigan
Department of Treasury into
getting millions in bonds, and
then misused the money to fi-
nance the construction of a
new pipeline and force Flint's
drinking water source to be
switched to the Flint River.

Jerry Ambrose and Darnell
Earley, both emergency man-
agers put in charge of Flint
during a years-long financial
crisis, reported directly to the
governor and are the highest
level officials to be charged so

far. They also face misde-
meanors of misconduct in office
and willful neglect of duty.

The other two men, Howard
Croft and Daugherty Johnson,
were city water plant officials in-
volved in making the switch
from purchasing drinking water
from the city of Detroit, to treat-
ing water from the Flint River.

Flint family says Navy is retali-
ating for speaking out about
water crisis
The charges today mark the
13th since the water crisis
began. 
"All too prevalent and very evi-
dent during the course of this in-
vestigation has been a fixation
on finances and balance
sheets," said Michigan Attorney
General Bill Schuette. "This fix-
ation has cost lives. This fixation
came with the expense of pro-
tecting the health and safety of
Flint. It's all about numbers over

people, money over health."

The charges lead Congressman
Elijah E. Cummings to renew
his call for Snyder to be subpoe-
naed once again before the

House Oversight Committee.

Being the youngest State
Representative in Lansing will
be the title that Jewell Jones
will hold beginning January 1,
2017.  He was elected by the
citizens in Inkster, Garden
City, Dearborn Heights, Livo-
nia and Westland to represent
them in District 11.  
Jones was interviewed by the

Clay County  - Page 13A

First Lady Michelle Obama

LaChelle Anderson along with her mom, Deborah Anderson and uncle, George Anderson Jr. perform
their monthly street ministry of providing the community with Bag Lunches and Prayer.at Church of

the Resurrection in Ecorse.  Rain or shine they are there the 4th Wednesday of the month

Jewell Jones



Page 2A TELEGRAM NEWSPAPER WEEK OF DECEMBER 29 - JANUARY 4, 2017

TELEGRAM
Serving Detroit and the Downriver Community Since 1944

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER
For the Cities of River Rouge, Ecorse & 

ADJUDICATED for the city of Inkster
SERVING

DEARBORN HEIGHTS, DELRAY, DETROIT, ECORSE, HARPER
WOODS, INKSTER, LINCOLN PARK, MELVINDALE, RIVER ROUGE,

ROMULUS, TAYLOR, WAYNE, WESTLAND AND WYANDOTTE

Published weekly on Thursday by Telegram Newspaper, Inc.

P.O. Box 29085  •  River Rouge, MI  48218

General Office •  10748 W. Jefferson Ave.

Phone (313) 928-2955    Fax (313) 928-3014

Email: telegram@telegramnews.net

Website:  telegramnews.net

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

Home or Business Delivery  6 months - $15.00   1 year- $26.00
6 months 1st Class Mail   $40.00  1 year 1st class mail   $65.00

DEADLINE

All news item and advertising copy submitted for publication 
on Thursday must be at the office of The Telegram no later 

than 4:00pm on Friday.

CALL TO ACTION FROM
THE PUBLISHER

Why does Donald

Trump get a pass?

Electoral College belongs in 1787: John Conyers Jr.

Under the right circumstances, the political 

will for reform can exist.
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With the Electoral College
meeting Monday to formally
elect Donald Trump as our
45th president, it is time that
we reconsider whether a polit-
ical compromise approved in
1787 bears any principled or
practical reason for being
today.
Several serious concerns
were raised at a forum I organ-
ized earlier this month featur-
ing leading experts in history,
constitutional law and political
science. Most obviously, we
learned that the Electoral Col-
lege is anti-democratic. Dem-
ocratic presidential nominee
Hillary Clinton has so far re-
ceived over 2.8 million more
votes nationwide than Trump
— the largest divergence be-
tween the popular and elec-
toral votes in history. This is
the second time there has
been a divergence between

the popular vote and the Elec-
toral College in the last five
elections, and the fifth time
that a popular-vote loser won
the White House.
We also learned that the Elec-
toral College is rooted in slav-
ery. At our forum, Yale law
professor Akhil Amar ex-
plained that slave states op-
posed direct elections for
president because “in a direct
election system, the North
would outnumber the South,
whose many slaves . . . could
not vote. But the Electoral Col-
lege . . . instead let each
Southern state count its
slaves, albeit with a two-fifths
discount, in computing its
share of the overall count.”
Our forum also made clear
that many of the arguments in
defense of the Electoral Col-
lege are anachronistic. Elec-
toral College defenders argue
that it serves to check the pas-
sions of ordinary voters, point-
ing to Alexander Hamilton’s
view in The Federalist Papers
that the Electoral College
would help ensure “that the of-
fice of President will never fall
to the lot of any man who is not
in an eminent degree en-
dowed with the requisite qual-
ifications.”
However, the Electoral College
does not meet to deliberate
about who should be presi-
dent. The general public does
not even know the electors’

identities, and the Electoral
College’s choice for president
has largely been reduced to
mere formality. Members of
the Electoral College are party
loyalists who are subject to
various state laws, some of
which prohibit them from even
exercising independent judg-
ment. This is why over time
there have been very few
faithless electors, and none
that have decided an elec-
tion’s outcome.
Rather than protect small-pop-
ulation states and rural areas
from domination by large-pop-
ulation states and urban
areas, the current system en-
courages candidates to over-
look a majority of states and
focus nearly all their campaign
efforts on the small number of
so-called swing states. In
2016, for instance, both major
party candidates largely by-
passed three of the four
largest states by population
during the campaign. They
also skipped 12 of the 13
smallest states, from “Blue”
Rhode Island to “Red”
Wyoming.
Finally, some Electoral Col-
lege defenders argue that di-
rect elections for president
could lead to messy nation-
wide vote recounts. Our expe-
rience in Florida in 2000, and
Michigan, Pennsylvania and

NEWS FROM OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS
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from

THE BIRTHDAY CLUB 
at the

ECORSE SENIOR CENTER 
Join us for 
Games
Food
and

Birthday Celebrations 

4072 W. Jefferson Avenue   Ecorse
(313) 382-3305

probably been doing these
types of things his entire life.

But it gets worst.  He basically
confessed to Sexual Assault of
women.  Isn’t that a crime? 
But I wonder what Wesley
Snipes and Ron Isley are say-
ing.  They both did time in
prison for not filing/paying in-
come tax.  President Elect
Trump has yet to produce any
of his income tax returns. But
then bragged about being
‘Smart’ because he found a
loop hole that allowed him not
to file.  But get this, the taxes
that the American people pay
is used to keep cities, states
and the national operating.  
I don’t get this either.  Donald
Trump will be the leader of the
Free World.  He has selected
people with no experience to
lead the departments of the
United States.  They have all
had an interview with the Pres-
ident Elect.  The majority of
them don’t have any experi-
ence in the field that they were
chosen to work in.  When has
that happened to you?  Have
you interviewed for a job,
didn’t have any experience in
the field, but was given the
job? (I’m not talking about an
internship.)   That normally
doesn’t happen.
All I’m saying is Donald Trump
has been given a pass.  It has
put an uneasy feeling in my
gut.  What if the next group of
people running for election
have the same character
flaws? 

Pray for us all.
Gina Steward

Publisher

I’ve thought about it over and
over, and I am unable to come
up with a good answer to
these questions… How do
you decide to have a person
represent you and the United
States of America who has so
many character flaws?  How
do you respect a person that
says negative things about
people?  
I know growing up, my par-
ents taught us, if you don’t
have anything nice to say,
don’t say nothing.  But, I
watched throughout the elec-
tion process as Donald Trump
did and said things that would
have gotten him a spanking or
definitely put on punishment.
He talked about Muslims and
said they should be banned
from the country.  He said he
was going to build a wall to
keep out Mexicans.  But when
he said the lady was a ‘piggy’
and then used the ‘P’ word.
Where is the soap?  His par-
ents obviously didn’t wash his
mouth out when he was
younger.  That type of  behav-
ior wasn’t learned when he
turned 60 years old.  He has

Congressman
John Conyers, Jr.
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TAKE TIME
TO READ

Electoral College
From Page 2A

LETTER POLICY
The Telegram welcomes let-
ters to the editor from our
readers.  .  Each letter should
include a name, address and
a daytime phone number.

Letters to the editor, opinion
and editorial columns do not
necessary represent the views
and opinions of the Telegram
Newspaper.

Send articles to Telegram
Newspaper 10748 W. Jeffer-
son Ave. River Rouge, MI
48218 or email to
telegram@telegramnews.net
(no attachments please) or fax
to 313-928-3014.

Western Wayne NAACP 
General Membership Meeting

2nd Monday of each month  -  7:00pm
Christian Faith Ministries

27500 Marquette  Garden City, MI
Everyone is welcome

National Action Network
Weekly meeting - 10:00am

6100 14th St
Detroit, MI  48208

JOIN US
For more information

Nandetroit@gmail.com
313-312-5287 or 313-492-6774

COMMUNITY MEETINGS

NC NAACP to Consider 
Economic Boycott

By Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II (President, North Carolina

Rev Jackson: Real Christmas
story remains relevant today – 

By Rev. Jesse Jackson - Tribune News Service

poor, to care for the sick, to
reach out to the refugee.
Now, of course, Christmas
has become a holiday, more
secular than sacred. Too
many of us stretch our budg-
ets not to lift those in need but
to buy baubles for families and
friends. Christmas often
means more debt until Easter.
It has become a marketing
scheme, a time of malls and
sales, of come-ons and dis-
counts. But we should not
allow Jesus the Christ, the re-
deemer, the emancipator to
be displaced by Santa the
Claus, and more debt and un-
affordable things.
Let us use this holy day to re-
assess where we are. We are
spending trillions in wars with-
out end. Inequality has
reached extremes not wit-
nessed since the eve of the
Great Depression. We con-
tinue to lock up more people
than any nation in the world.
On an average day, 27 people
die from gun violence in the
United States; in Canada and
other western nations, the av-
erage is fewer than five per
day.
The good news is that since
last year, unemployment is
down, poverty is down and in-
comes have begun to rise. But
we’ve lost ground this century,
with more people and more
children in poverty than in
2000. There are 45 million
Americans living in poverty, a
number that would be far
worse without Social Security
(which lifts 26.5 million out of
poverty), refundable income
tax credits and SNAP or food
stamps. Last year, the life ex-
pectancy of Americans began
to decline.
The rich, on the other hand,
have more money and pocket
a greater percentage of the
nation’s income than ever. So
why would an incoming ad-
ministration focus on more tax
cuts for the wealthy and more
cuts in basic services for the
poor and working people?
You don’t need to be a Chris-
tian to understand the rele-
vance of the real Christmas
story today. Jesus taught us
the overwhelming power of
faith, hope and charity, the im-
portance of love. He taught us
that people of conscience can
make a difference, even
against the most powerful op-
pressor. He showed leaders
the power of summoning our
better angels, rather than
rousing our fears or our divi-
sions. This Christmas, this
surely is a message to re-
member. Merry Christmas,
everybody.
The Rev. Jesse Jackson is
founder and president of the
Rainbow PUSH Coalition, a
progressive organization
working for social change.
Send email to jjackson@rain-
bowpush.org. Follow Jackson
on Twitter @RevJJackson.

Last week, the Electoral Col-
lege met to cast their ballots for
the new president after a bit-
terly contested election in a
deeply polarized nation. On
Sunday, the vast majority of
Americans will celebrate
Christmas, literally the mass of
Christ, marking the birth of
Jesus.
Christmas is not simply a day
for exchanging presents and
cards. It is not simply a holiday;
it is a holy day. Each year, I use
this column to remind us of the
real meaning of Christmas.
Jesus was born under occupa-
tion to a couple ordered to go
far from home to register with
authorities. The innkeeper told
Joseph that there was no room
at the inn. Jesus was born in a
stable, lying in a manger, an
“at-risk baby.”
He came at a time of great ex-
pectation among the poor and
the oppressed. Prophets had
predicted that a mighty Mes-
siah would be born — a king of
kings — to defeat the occu-
piers and free the people. They
expected a powerful warrior,
one who would lead them
against Rome’s legions. But
Jesus rallied no army. Jesus
was a liberator, but He was a
Prince of Peace. He gathered
disciples, not soldiers. He con-
verted rather than conquered.
He accumulated no worldly
wealth. He threw the money-
lenders from the temple.
We cannot speak of Jesus in
the past tense. He is the Prince
of Peace today. Peace, He
showed us, is not the absence
of noise; it is the presence of
justice and righteousness.
We will be judged, He told us,
by how we treat “the least of
these,” by how we treat the
stranger on the Jericho Road.
He called on us to serve the

In light of all the gross wrongs
by the extremist Republican
controlled legislature over the
past two weeks, that follow a
pattern over the last 3 years
during which they have
passed unconstitutional laws
that were overturned in the
courts 13 times, we say
enough is enough! Their ac-
tions are in violation of and are
antithesis to the values of our
Constitution, our civil rights
commitments, and the deep
moral values of justice we
share as a state and nation.
The extremist Republican
leadership in the NC General
Assembly has engaged in a
modern day political and policy
coup d’état, by passing regres-
sive laws such as SB4 and
HB17. The legislative over-
reach into our access to the
court system takes away the
political power of the people by
undermining our vote. It vio-
lates the separation of powers
between the legislative and ju-
dicial branch. These actions
were taken after an African
American won the Supreme
Court race by nearly 350,000
votes thereby changing the
ideological makeup of the
courts by having two African
Americans.
Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II,
NC NAACP President said, “In
fact, according to the Electoral
Integrity Project at Harvard
University, the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
and the University of Aarhus in
Denmark, legislative power in
our state no longer depends
on the ballot; instead, one
party has won roughly half of
the votes but gotten one hun-
dred percent of the power. A
recent article by one authors is
entitled, “North Carolina Is No
Longer A Democracy.” These
outrages also resonate with

the legislative extremists’ voter
suppression law that “targeted
African Americans with almost
surgical precision,” according
to a ruling by the U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals for the 4th
District. They remind many
North Carolinians of how the
all-white Republican caucus
has abused power with their
secret efforts and refusal to
hold public hearings. We have
always stood against extrem-
ism whether perpetrated his-
torically by Democrats or
Republicans. Our lawyers are
pursuing every legal option for
challenging these unconstitu-
tional laws.”
Therefore, after the Christmas
holiday, the NC NAACP Exec-
utive Committee will convene
and engage in some serious
deliberations and develop a
formal request to the National
Board of Directors of the
NAACP calling for an eco-
nomic boycott of North Car-
olina until the NC General
Assembly:

1. Restores the People’s full
and immediate access to the
Supreme Court that does not
allow the legislature to choose
which courts hear actions
against their decisions based
on their partisan bias.

2. Repeals the hijacking of the
State Board of Elections that
seeks to guarantee Republi-
can control even after they lost
the Governor’s seat.

3. Pass fair redistricting laws
that give the people of this
state a fair chance to elect leg-
islators of their own choice.

4. HB2 and all of its provisions,
including the provisions
against raising the minimum
wage, limiting the timeframe to
take employment discrimina-
tion cases before the state’s
courts, and the provision that
undermines the ability of local
municipalities to write progres-
sive anti-discrimination laws,
have been repealed in total.
Not only are these policies un-
just, but also the prior actions
of this legislature have hurt the
poor and working people of our
state. They repealed the
Earned Income Tax Credit, in-
creasing taxes for 900,000
working poor people, and have
denied 500,000 working poor
people Medicaid expansion.
This decision has cost NC
25,000 new jobs and $2 billion
in federal funding each year.
We are calling for a Mass
Moral March of Raleigh &
HKonJ People’s Assembly on
February 11, 2017. We must
stop this kind of political over-
reach here in North Carolina or
it will spread to other states.
We cannot stand for it now and
we will not stand for it tomor-
row because our fore parents
did not stand for it yesterday!

Wisconsin this year, have
taught us that statewide re-
counts under differing and
confusing rules bring neither
clarity nor finality to our elec-
toral process. By contrast, a
national popular vote is histor-
ically far more likely to estab-
lish a clear winner, avoiding
the necessity of recounts alto-
gether.
Many voters have told me that
the political obstacles to re-
form are insurmountable, with
a constitutional amendment
requiring a two-thirds vote in
the House and Senate and
ratification by three-quarters of
the states. Yet in 1969 I was
one of 338 members of the
House of Representatives
who voted on a bipartisan
basis to amend the Constitu-
tion to eliminate the Electoral
College. As that shows, under
the right circumstances the
political will for reform can
exist.
However, other options are
available, with 11 states ac-
counting for 165 electoral
votes having already entered
an interstate compact to cast
their electoral votes for the na-
tional popular vote winner.
Legislation to enter the com-
pact has been recently passed
by at least one legislative
chamber in four more states,
potentially bringing us even
closer to the 270-vote thresh-
old needed for the interstate
agreement to kick in.
The Supreme Court has long
held that the “conception of
political equality from the Dec-
laration of Independence, to
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address,
to the 15th, 17th, and 19th
Amendments can only mean
one thing — one person, one
vote.”
It is time that the election of
our nation’s president and vice
president reflect those princi-
ples as well. The greatest
democracy on Earth deserves
no less.
John Conyers Jr. represents
Michigan's 13th Congres-
sional District in the U.S.
House of Representatives. He
is the senior Democrat on the
House Judiciary Committee.
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Purpose Pusher: Sharon Tolbert
By Janine Folks - Religion Columnist

Jehovah Jireh Ministries 
Mercy House 15 E. Charlotte Ecorse 313-282-9508 

Sunday-  Fulfillment Hour 10am  Worship 11am & 6pm
Monday -Bible Study 7pm

Wednesday - Prayer and Praise 7pm

Rev. Everett Thomas Pastor

“Transforming Lives Spirit, Soul and Body
We proclaim Jesus is Savior and Lord!”

Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church
3936 12th Street Ecorse, MI  48229

CHURCH PHONE # (313) 383-1069    FAX:  (313) 383-2842

Pastor - Rev. Kevin B. Mack

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sundays:
Early Morning Worship ............................7:30 a.m.
Church School at Study ..........................9:30 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship  ............................10:50 a.m.

First Sunday: Baptism & Communion Service.........10:30 a.m.
Mid-Week: 

Wednesday - Bible Study ... ................. 7:00 p.m.
 CORPORATE PRAYER

Sun 6am       Wed 6pm

They that trust in the LORD shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot
be removed, but abideth for ever.  

Psalms 125:1

ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Marks 

Rev. Dr. 
Alford D. Sample

II Timothy 2:25
Study to show thyself
approved unti God;

Services:
Sunday School 9:30am

Morning Worship/Youth Church 11:00 am
Bible Class/Youth Church 6:30 pm

Bus Pickup Available

Missionary Baptist Church

3860 Inkster Rd, Inkster   * 313-792-9789

United Church of Faith Methodist
6064 Fourth St, Romulus

Sunday Worship
11:30am

Bible Classes 
Tues & Wed-6:00 PM

(734) 765-5335
Welcome Home!

List your
Church in

the
FAITH 

LISTING 
or 

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

each month
CALL
313-

928-2955 

PRAY FOR 
YOUR FAMILY

YOUR LOVED
ONES NEED YOU

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH, ECORSE
3837 - 15th St. Ecorse
Rev. Alfred L. Davis, Jr.

Pastor
313-381-2700

7:30am Service  1st & 5th
Sunday

9:00am Sunday School
10:45am Morning Worship
Wednesday Bible Study

11:00am & 6:00pm
fbcecorse@att.net

And if you’re looking for
the LORD

He’s in the HOLY PLACE.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

ECORSE

All are Welcome

St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church
505 Beechwood   River Rouge

Phone:  (313) 386-2288 *Fax 313-386-5986

Rev. Arnita M. Traylor, Pastor
Services

Sunday Bible Cafe .. 9:00am     Worship Service..11:00am
Mid-Week

Wed. Noon Bible Study-12 noon Wed. Pastor’s Bible Study 6pm

“St. John, the place to be All God Wants You to Be!”

Rev Mark R. Zockheem

Pastor

PENTECOST MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
35625 VINEWOOD ROMULUS

Phone:  (734) 728-1390 Email:thepen@sbcglobal.net
website:  www.pentecostmbc.org

Rev. Arthur C. Willis, Sr. Pastor

Growing Forward

SERVICES
Sunday School - 9:30am

Sunday Morning Service - 11:00am
Wednesday Prayer 6:00pm   Bible Study - 6:30pm

A DELAY IS NOT A DENIAL

Ecorse Seventh-day Adventist Church
3834 10th St Ecorse, MI

(Corner of 10th & Francis Streets)
Dr. Errol Liverpool, Pastor

Sabbath School (Saturday)                             9:15 a.m.
Sabbath Worship Service (Saturday)              11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)                          6:00 p.m.

Community Services Food Distribution
Every Third Wednesday

9:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

(313) 928-9212

Fanny’s Floral Designs & Gifts
1909 S. Fort Street Detroit  48217

313 928-3569

November Specials 
Thursday and Friday only
Long Stem Roses  wrapped

( Red, Yellow, White, Purple, Pink)
$36.00 a Dozen (Cash and carry)

Additional cost for sales tax, credit card fee, and delivery

Quilting classes starting in November 
Call for information

BIBLE VERSE

"Let every person
be subject to the

governing authori-
ties. For there is no

authority except
from God, and those
that exist have been
instituted by God."

Romans 13:1 ESV

There are people in life who
find their gift and they use it.
Most people flow in their gift so
naturally, that they don’t even
realize what a huge gift it is.
Some people are gifted to be
purpose pushers. 

Purpose pushers are people
who speak life into others.
They see potential in others
and encourage to maximize
their talents and abilities. Pur-
pose pushers sow into lives of
dreamers and remind them
that they are to be great. 

The world recently lost the
physical presence of a very
special purpose pusher:
Sharon Tolbert. She taught at
Boynton Middle School in SW
Detroit for many years. She im-
pacted literally, thousands of
lives. As a testament to the
mark she made on this earth,
many students came back and
shared in memoriam, how Ms.
Tolbert changed and even
saved their lives. 

I watched her as a wife and
saw how happy her husband
was. I knew it had a lot to do
with who and how she was. I
gleaned from her so that I can
be a great wife too. I saw the
light in her eyes when she
spoke of her children and felt
the glow of a mother’s pride.
She made want to be a better
mother. Although she was not
my school teacher, she taught
me a lot in a brief period of
time. She taught me how to
love, support, be positive and
use my faith. 

When I had the bookstore, It Is
Written, she periodically came
in on Fridays after teaching all
week. She never spent less
than $100. I don’t know if she
really needed the things she
purchased. She always found
something to buy. I really be-
lieve she did it so she could
support me and my dream.
She often stayed and shared
encouraging words. 

This past summer she shared
a written proclamation with me
entitled: “I Am Set on High.”
This piece was so inspiring, it
made me feel like I could ac-
complish anything. I retyped it
and posted it at home and at
my workplace. When I read it,
I feel empowered. 

We had no idea that she would
soon be leaving this place.
Even though I am terribly sad-
dened by the loss of her phys-
ical presence, I am thankful for
what she left me with. The
treasure of words she shared
that I can keep with me. She
sowed into my life and into the
lives of countless others. Her
legacy is enormous and many
of the thousands of success
stories connected to her may
never be told publicly. 

I am thankful for the opportu-
nity to share my small story. I
share it in hopes that you will
be inspired to glean from your
purpose pushers. I also want
you to know that you too are a
purpose pusher and you flow
in your gift many times without
even realizing what a blessing
you are and how you are
changing and saving lives, a
lot like Sharon Tolbert did for
so many of us. 

“She opens her mouth with
wisdom…” (Proverb 31:26a)

Happy New Year 2017!! On
PURPOSE!!! 

janinewritestoinspire@yahoo.
com



Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church
"Where The Will of God Will Be Done"  {Mark 14:36}

Rev. Dr. John E. Duckworth, Pastor

29066 Eton Street Westland  48186
Office: 734.721.2557  Fax: 734.721.1383

Sunday Morning Worship Services  8am & 10am
Wednesday Night Bible Study  6:30pm

Email: gethsemane02.org

Pray for the 
families of those
who have lost 
a loved one.
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Christian Faith Ministries
27500 Marquette, Garden City, MI 48135

734-525-0022

Sunday-  Worship Cafe 9:30am  
Morning Worship 10:30am 

Mid Week Bible Study
Wednesday 7pm

Rev. John D. Hearn Jr. Pastor

“You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot hide”
(Matthew 5:14)

Community AME Church
4010 17th St, Ecorse, MI      313-386-4340

Rev. Paul M. Mugala, Sr. - Servant Pastor
Rev. Faith S. Mugala, Asst to the Pastor 

Sunday School 10am Sunday Worship 11am

Wed Bible Class 6pm

“Empowered by the living Word” Matt 4:4

TRUE WORSHIP
CHURCH

1440 Coolidge Hwy
River Rouge  48218

SUNDAY SERVICES
9:30am -    Sunday School
11:00am -  Sunday Service

313-554-3917
www.twc-church.com

READ THE BIBLE

Fews Memorial Christian
Methodist Episcopal

Church
456 Palmerston Street,

River Rouge
Rev. A. Richard Doss, I  

Pastor
 Morning Worship Service -

-11:00 AM
Sunday School--9:30 AM

Bible Study-Wednesday
at 6:00 PM

Give thanks unto the Lord

Love Joy 
Missionary Baptist

Church 
332 Polk street
River Rouge, 

SERVICES:
Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship -11:00 AM 

Wednesday Prayer &
Bible Class - 

6:30 PM

Rev Darryl Bynum, Pastor
Phone: 313 516-2482 

Email:
Pastordbynum@yahoo.com

ALL ARE WELCOME

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church
4411 5th Street Ecorse

313-382-8577
Rev. Marcus Johnson

Pastor

Sunday Morning 

Service - 11:00am

Everyone is welcome Runner For
Christ 

Ministries
Church of the Resurrection

27085 W. Outer Dr. Ecorse

Sunday School 8:30am
Sunday Worship 9:30am

Prayer & Bible Class 

Thursday 5:30 PM

Pastor Gerald Overall
313-381-9303

rfcm@comcast.net or

www.rfcm.org

Dignified Service For Any Budget”
Organist and Soloist with Every Chapel Service 

Ample Lighted Parking • Completely Air Conditioned • Burials 
Anywhere in Michigan * Spacious Slumber Rooms • Shipment 

Anywhere • All Burial Policies Are Accepted 
"Truly Without Compare In Dignity, Distinction and Service" 

Headstones, Monuments, Cremation Services & Funeral Planning
For Those You Love 

Homesteaders Life Insurance Co. & Forethought Life lnsurace Co.

3015 S. INKSTER ROAD• INKSTER, MICHIGAN 48141 
(313) 278-6300 • Fax (313) 278-7314 • 24 Hour Service

The Penn 
Funeral Home
"The Funeral Home 
You Can Believe In" 

JAMES H. PENN & SON 
Owners/Operators 

Trinity Chapel Funeral Homes
Two Locations To Serve You
“Where Your Loved One is Number One”

List your Business in the
Funeral Home Directory

Call 313-928-2955 

Pastor & Mrs. Overall and the

Runner For Christ 
Ministries Church Family
27085 W. OUTER DRIVE
Invite you to come & Worship
The LORD our God with us as

we grow together
In the knowledge and grace of

our Lord & Savior Jesus
Christ

Sunday School 8:30 am
Sunday Worship Service

9:30 am

My Sermon Title: How To
Have A Happy New Year

Bible Reading Class
1st, 2nd & 3rd Mon. @ 6 PM

Advanced Bible Class

Every Thursday @ 6 PM 

ALL ARE WELCOME IN THE
LORD’S HOUSE

CASUAL DRESS 
WELCOME



GET   INVOLVED  IN YOUR
COMMUNITY
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Having been a teacher for
over 23 years helping young
people was part of Celia
Gold’s daily life. This was until
she abruptly left the teaching
profession, which resulted in a
two-year battle with depres-
sion. “ I did not know who I
was and I felt like I was hiding
behind a mask my whole life”,
said Gold.  Her mindset began
to change when her therapist
asked the simple question “Do
you like your hair?” Gold says
this was a turning point in her
life, having worn wigs through

Local Author Provides Inspiration For Romulus 
Middle School Students

the duration of her life and ca-
reer. A defining moment took
place once she decided to
have her hair done at the
Dorsey School of Beauty, a
moment that led to her finding
her true identity. Gold says, “ I
felt like a brand new person
again, the cosmetology profes-
sionals helped inspire me to
find myself and overcome my
emotional troubles”. This new
mindset led Celia to writing and
illustrating her young adult fic-
tion book titled “The Hair Fairy:
My Angel”.  Her new mission is
to mentor young ladies and to

instill in them an internal confi-
dence where they have hope
and believe all things are pos-
sible. On December 22nd
Gold and her team visited Ro-
mulus Middle School, where
she not only delivered an in-
spirational message but also
provided 40 students with a
copy of her book and a gift cer-
tificate to the Dorsey School of
Beauty in Taylor. Gold said, “I
just want young ladies to em-
brace their identity and to
know life is good”. You can find
The Hair Fairy: My Angel on

lulu.com

Experts Remind Parents to
Remember Quality Time 

During Winter Break

LANSING, Mich. - By now,
kids across Michigan may be
going a little stir-crazy from the
holiday break, and parents
may be counting the days until
their return to school. But ex-
perts are reminding us about
the importance of quality time
this holiday. 

Samantha Gray, executive di-
rector of the group Attachment
Parenting International, said
it's important to remind our-
selves about how much the
holiday break means to chil-
dren. 

"Try to see it from their point of
view; they have a lot of antici-
pation about it," she said.
"Then, planning a few things,
don't over plan, but have a
couple of kind of 'milestones.'
So, that kind of thing helps us
make the most of the days,
because actually by the end of
it, it's over faster than you
knew."

She said 'milestones' may be
a plan to see a movie one day,
and baking cookies the next.

Gray added that it's also im-
portant as an adult to know
when to take a moment for
yourself if patience runs thin.
She said holiday traditions, no
matter how small, are valued
by children, so don't underes-
timate their importance.

While the build-up to the holi-
days often makes parents feel
like every event should look
like a scene from "It's a Won-
derful Life," Gray said you can
look for ways to make it easier
on you, and offers an example:

"You create these high expec-
tations, and saying, 'This year
we're just going to do ready-
made hors d'oeuvres for
Christmas Eve. We're not
going to go all-out and make
every single thing from
scratch.'"

Other ways to spend quality
time with kids include a family
game night, going for a walk,
having a movie night or cook-
ing together. 

MINISTRIES
Christian Faith Ministries  27500 Marquette St  Garden City, MI 
(734) 525-0077                      Pastor John Hearn Jr.

Jehoval Jireh Ministries Mercy House 15 E. Charlotte   Ecorse, MI  
313-282-9508 Rev. Everett Thomas

Runner for Christ Ministries 27085 W. Outer Dr.  Ecorse, MI
(313)381-9303 Pastor Gerald Overall www.rfcm.org

BAPTIST
First Baptist, Ecorse 3837  15th St Ecorse
313-381-2700 Rev. Alfred L. Davis, Jr.

Gethsemane MBC 29066 Eton St,   Westland, MI
(734) 721-2557                      Rev. Dr. John Duckworth        www.gmbc.org

Lovejoy MBC   332 Polk St   River Rouge
313-516-2482                        Rev. Darryl Bynum

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church  4411 5th St   Ecorse
313-382-8577                        Rev. Marcus Johnson

Mt. Olive MBC 35565 Beverly Romulus
(734) 729-2460 Rev. James Thompson

Mt. Zion MBC 3936 12th St.  Ecorse, MI
313-383-1069 Rev. Kevin B. Mack

Pentecost MBC 35625 Vinewood Ave  Romulus, MI  
734-728-1390 Pastor Rev. Arthur C. Willis www.penmbc.org

St. Marks MBC 3860 Inkster Rd  Inkster, MI 
(313) 792-9789 Pastor Alford D. Sample

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Holford Street 402 Holford River Rouge

(313) 382-7702 Leon Mullens

AME
Community AME 4010 17th St   Ecorse
313-386-4340

SEVEN-DAY ADVENTIST

Ecorse Seventh-day Aventist  3834 10th St  Ecorse, MI

(313) 928-9212 Pastor Dr. Errol Liverpool 

METHODIST
United Church of Faith 6064 Fourth St.  Romulus, MI  
(734) 765-5335 Pastor Rev. Mark Zockheem

CME
Fews Memorial 456 Palmerston River Rouge
313-382-2811 Rev. A. Richard Doss

FAITH  LISTING

Zenith Lunch
Breakfast  * Lunch &  Dinner

11295 W. Jefferson Ave. River Rouge

(313) 849-0833
Your Friendly Family Restaurant

2 + 2+ 2 Breakfast Specials

LIST YOUR RESTAURANT
HERE!

DINING DIRECTORY
313.928.2955

Students from Romulus Middle School display their new book from Celia Gold
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Fanny’s Floral Designs & Gifts
1909 S. Fort Street Detroit  48217

313 928-3569

November Specials 
Thursday and Friday only
Long Stem Roses  wrapped

( Red, Yellow, White, Purple, Pink)
$36.00 a Dozen (Cash and carry)

Additional cost for sales tax, credit card fee, and delivery

Quilting classes starting in November 
Call for information

State Representative
From Page 1A

Jewell Jones (center) participates in the Ford Freedom Awards at the Charles Wright Museum

something from everyone we

meet that will help propel us

forward.

TN - Are you going to make
Your Favorite Word “Holla”
go International? #holla
Who knows - I like the hash-

tag, and others do as well. It

brings a sense of comic relief

to the political arena.

Congratulations Jewell Jones

I hope to address issues that

are prevalent in the 11th State

House district, as well as other

areas that my colleagues rep-

resent. However, I really hope

to bring financial and other

tangible resources back to the

communities I represent,

whether it’s new businesses,

projects, or improvements on

existing infrastructure.

TN - Who are your Role
Models?
Everyone - I think we can take

Get started now. The sooner

you start, the more you can

learn and grow, and by the

time you get to the age of

those who are in leadership,

you will be well ahead of the

curve.

TN -What are your main is-
sues you care deeply about
when it comes to social and
economic development?
And what will you do to pro-
vide all resources?
I am passionate about empow-

ering our youth and strength-

ening families, as a basis for

bettering our community. Addi-

tionally, we work to improve

service quality and delivery to

the citizens, public safety in

our neighborhoods, and com-

munity and economic develop-

ment, in terms of getting

resources to business to help

sustain them, and get them on

their feet (for beginning/small)

businesses.

To provide resources, I pledge

to work with everyone at all

levels of the government to

make sure that there’s a focus

on the people and what they

need.

TN -Have you faced any ob-
stacles while preparing for
your new Position, and if so
how have you dealt with any
negativity? Even back while
being councilman. 
No real obstacles, per se. And

as far as negativity goes, I

don’t entertain it. Positive vibes

only.

TN -Do you try to make free
time for yourself?
Not necessarily - I enjoy what

we do, so I like to stay rela-

tively busy!

TN - How has your family im-
pacted you?
My family definitely got me

started in the people business,

through church and commu-

nity. My family was, and still is,

the group of people that are so

magnificently diverse that I’ve

learn to build with all kinds of

people while focusing on culti-

vating relationships.

TN -  What do you wish to
have accomplished before
your term is over for State
Rep, and what are your
plans after?

Western Wayne NAACP 
General Membership Meeting

2nd Monday of each month  -  7:00pm
Christian Faith Ministries

27500 Marquette  Garden City, MI
Everyone is welcome

National Action Network
Weekly meeting - 10:00am

6100 14th St
Detroit, MI  48208

JOIN US
For more information

Nandetroit@gmail.com
313-312-5287 or 313-492-6774

COMMUNITY MEETINGS
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ASK ALMA

6450 MICHIGAN AVE DETROIT  48210

**NEW LOCATION**

What’s Really Going on with
Mr. West?

Follow us
on Twitter

twitter.com/

telegramnews

Join our 
Facebook Fan

page 
www.facebook.com

/telegramnews

Check out our
website

www.telegram-

news.net

Dear Alma,

Alma, I’m wondering what’s

going on with Kanye West? Do

you think there are some un-

derlying reasons why he’s suf-

fering from ‘exhaustion’ and

canceling his shows? I am a

huge fan and I made sure to

see him anytime he was within

100 miles from where I live. As

a super fan, I mean from way

back to the “College Dropout”

days, I am seriously worried

about him and was wondering

what your take is?

Signed,

Missing the Old Kanye

Dear Missing Kanye,

Funny you should ask this

question, as I’ve recently

added Kanye to my prayer list.

Clearly he has validated for us,

money doesn’t buy endless

stints of euphoria. Nope, life

doesn’t constantly deliver

peace of mind, your way every

day or relief from unimaginable

grief.

My heart strongly feels Kanye

is suffering from just that —

grief. He has yet to settle his

soul when it comes to the

death of his mother. Maybe he

feels responsible, as if he con-

tributed in some way. Contem-

plating perhaps that his dream

come true, chance of a lifetime,

provided payment for his

mother’s procedure. His ac-

tions, his pain, leads me to be-

lieve he’s trying to pay off a

non-refundable loan with his

life.

My prayer for Kanye to a sister

circle of saints, a consecrated

collection of comforters who

will — call on the Name, guid-

ing him back to his roots, the

place where his mama would

go when she needed to hear a

word…Can I get a Amen?! If I

had the chance, I’d say to

Kanye, “Sometimes you need

a chitchat, a conversation from

somebody who knows you by

your ole’ school nickname not

your gangster Grammy game.”

Along with prayer, he needs

professional help, ain’t nothing

wrong with that. A professional

will guide him out of the hall-

way of pain and blame, to-

wards a classroom to

reconcile, replenish and edu-

cate himself on how to live

without his loving mother. Un-

derstandably, he won’t want to

attend this course, but it is un-

deniably a lesson on heart-

break that he can’t afford to

skip.

Alma Gill’s newsroom experi-

ence spans more than 25

years, including various roles

at USA Today, Newsday and

the Washington Post. Email

questions to: al-

waysaskalma@gmail.com.

Follow her on Facebook at

“Ask Alma” and Twitter @al-

maaskalma.

Hidden Figures
Film Review by Kam Williams

members of the unit Katherine

G. Johnson (Taraji P. Henson),

Dorothy Vaughan (Octavia

Spencer ) and Mary Jackson

(Janelle Monae). 

We are flies on the wall when,

without complaining, Katherine

routinely has to run to a distant

"Colored" ladies room despite

the presence of one for whites

right nearby. On another occa-

sion, we witness Mary's frustra-

tion in furthering her education

on account of the fact that

blacks aren't allowed to matric-

ulate at the local college offer-

ing the courses she needs. 

By film's end, both the bath-

room and school are indeed in-

tegrated, albeit after an

emotional intervention by

NASA administrator Al Harrison

(Kevin Costner). A worthwhile,

teachable moment correcting a

shameful chapter in American

history.

Excellent (4 stars)

Rated PG for mature themes and

mild epithets

Running time: 127 minutes

Distributor: 20th Century Fox

women simultaneously suf-

fered, simply because they had

the misfortune to be living in

Virginia during the dark days of

Jim Crow. Back then, African-

American brainiacs employed

by NASA were automatically

assigned to work in its segre-

gated West Computing Group. 

Directed by Theodore Melfi (St.

Vincent), the overlooked icons'

story has now been adapted to

the big screen as an uplifting,

overcoming-the-odds docud-

rama. The picture recounts the

trials and tribulations of three

All of the astronauts picked by

NASA to participate in its

maiden manned space pro-

grams, Mercury and Gemini,

were white males. However,

behind the scenes, there was

a dedicated team of African-

American, female mathemati-

cians who played a pivotal role

in ensuring that they launched

and returned safely, whether

from orbiting the Earth or a

mission to the moon. 

Equipped only with pencils

and slide rules, these so-

called "human computers"

were among the best and the

brightest minds recruited by

NASA to do the critical calcu-

lations needed to win the

space race with Russia. Au-

thor Margot Lee Shetterly

gave these unsung heroines

their due in "Hidden Figures,"

a best seller belatedly credit-

ing their quantitative contribu-

tions to the cause.

Besides chronicling their con-

siderable accomplishments,

the book also recounted the

indignities these brilliant black

Katherine G. Johnson (Taraji P. Henson), Dorothy Vaughan

(Octavia Spencer ) and Mary Jackson (Janelle Monae). 
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE 
313-928-2955

All Repairs: Shoes, Purses, Luggage etc.

579 Visger Rd, Ecorse, MI 48229
economyshoerepair@gmail.com

OWNER
313-382-2662

THROCKMORTON’S
BARBER SHOP

“TOGETHER WE ACHIEVE THE 

EXTRAORDINARY!”

479 Salliotte   

313.386.9112 - office

or 313.422.3729 - cell
_______________________________

WALK-INS WELCOME!!!
SMITTY 

Master Barber m.b.s.
Thurs - Sat: 12 noon - 6pm

KEN’S MUSIC
DJ &

KARAOKE
SERVICES

CLUBS, WEDDINGS, BIRTHDAYS,
HOLIDAYS, SCHOOL FUNCTIONS &

COMPANY PARTIES

With your Host
“KOOLWHIP”

“Let’s Us Get The Party Started”
Hip-Hop, R & B,Rock, Jazz, Country & Gospel

Vocalist “Let me Sing at your Next Event”

FOR BOOKING INFO 
Contact: KEN 
(313) 485-6792 
‘BE A STAR!”

koolwhipd1961@hotmail.com

SNOW REMOVAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
by INKSTER BENGALS & INKSTER WARRIORS

The Inkster Senior Services

are pleased to announce a

partnership between Inkster

Senior Services, the Inkster

Warriors and the Inkster Ben-

gals for snow removal.

Beginning January 2017,

when the snow fall is 4 inches

or more, the Inkster Warriors

and Inkster Bengals will be

providing snow removal as-

sistance to seniors in Inkster.

Snow will be removed from

the sidewalks to allow a safe

exit from home as well as

provide a clear path for mail

and meal delivery.

Please call our office at 313-

561-2382 if you are

interested in having this snow

removal assistance.

We look forward to working

with the Inkster Warriors and

Inkster Bengals as they pro-

vide a much needed service

to our community.

Please call our office if you

have any questions.

Leaders of the Inkster

Warriors and the Inkster

Bengals recognized for

their community service-

during a council meeting

in December. Inkster

Councilman Jewell

Jones (second from left)

presented the certificates

Coop’s
Casual Wear

Holiday season at 

COOP’S CASUAL 
Stop by you’ll be Happy!!

MERRY CHRISTMAS

217 Middlebelt Rd - Garden City

313-903-7255
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IF YOU ARE
GOING TO BE 
18 YEARS OLD

BEFORE 
JULY 15, 2017

REGISTER
TO VOTE
TODAY

LET YOUR
VOICE BE
HEARD.

TALK TO YOUR
FAMILY

ABOUT VOTING

FUNERAL HOME DIRECTORY
From Page 5A

WE ARE NO LONGER AT
FISHER FUNERAL HOME

WE CAN BE IMITATED, 
BUT WE CAN’T BE DUPLICATED.

WE ARE THE ORIGINAL 
PROFESSIONAL THRONE BEARERS

HEARD & TAYLOR FUNERAL HOME
Home of the Southern Style Funerals

1540 W. Grand Blvd    Detroit
John H. Lucy Sr. - Negotiator

MAIN NUMBER: (313) 895-1950
OFFICE:  313-895-1950

CELL: 452-9841
FAX:  313-895-2647

List your Business in the

Funeral Home Directory
Call 313-928-2955 

PARTIES

PERSONAL CARE

PHYSICIAN

PHYSIOTHERAPY

PLAYING CARDS

QUILT

RAILINGS

RECREATION

REPORTING

RESTRAINT

ROOMS

SAFETY 

SHAMPOO

SHOTS

SHOWERING

STETHOSCOPE

SYRINGES

TOOTHBRUSH

FOOD

FRACTURE

GAMES

GARDEN

GLASSES

GLUCOMETER 

ICE CREAM

ILLNESS

KITCHEN

LIBRARY

LUNCH

MEDICATION

MOTHERS

MUSIC THERAPY

NAPS

NEWSPAPER

NURSES

OXYGEN TANK 

Nursing Home 3
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid.

The remaining 40 letters spell an Albert Einstein quotation..

AGED

ALZHEIMERS

ATTENDANTS

BATHTUB

BEDROOM

BINGO

BREAKFAST

CARDS

CHAIRS

CHRONIC

DEPRESSION

DINING 

ELDERLY

ENEMA

EXERCISES

FALSE TEETH

FAMILY

FATHERS

VISITORS

WALKER

WASH HAIR

WOUND CARE 



To have 
your 

business 
highlight 
listed in

the 

Telegram

Call 
313-928-2955
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CO-OP 
AVAILABLEAcross the Park 

Apartments

NEWLY REMODELED
APARTMENTS

Spacious 1 bedroom
apartments 

Available for  62 and
older or Handicapped &

Disabled.

COME SEE OUR
MODEL

Rent is based on 
income.  

Heat & water included.
Activity Room & 

Laundry facilities on site
(313) 382-3201

TTY-1-800-567-5857
M-F  8-5  

APT FOR RENT

WELLESLEY 
TOWNHOUSES 
COOPERATIVE

1 BEDRM RANCH 
TOWNHOMES

$515/Month
2 BEDRM TOWNHOMES

STARTING FROM

$530/Month

For more information call
(734) 729-3328

Equal Housing Opportunity

Telegram Newspaper Classifieds

LOSE WEIGHT

HELP WANTED

SMALL ADS
WORK
CALL 

313-928-2955

Drivers: Co. & O/O's.
Home DAILY!

$3,000 Sign-on. 
Great Benefits. 
Paid Weekly!

CDL-A. 
New Grads Welcome. 

888-300-9935
AA1208

HOUSE FOR RENT

Miles Manor
Senior Apartments

IMMEDIATE 
OCCUPANCY IN

ECORSE

Beautiful 1 bedroom
apartments

Ages 62 and older
may apply

Rent is based on
income.

Heat, water & trash in-
cluded.

Call (313) 386-5121

APTS FOR RENT

REGISTER 
TO VOTE

LIST YOUR  HOME,
APARTMENT &
JOB OPENINGS

Are you Shopping in your Community?

YES, Start my Subscription

Name:________________________________________________________

Address:____________________City:____________State:_____Zip:______

Telephone__________________Email:_______________________(optional)

Credit Card:__________________________EXP Date:_____ CVC _______ 

Complete form and mail check or money order to: 
P.O. Box 29085, River Rouge, MI 48218

If you have any questions please call 313-928-2955

*Home Delivery is only available in the cities that we distribute in*

6 Months Home Delivery $15.00
1 Year Home Delivery $26.00 

6 MonthsFirst Class Mail $40.00
1 Year First Class Mail $65.00

3 Bedroom, finished
basement, 1 1/2 bath

Sec 8 Approved
Immediate
Occupancy

Ruffhouse Mgmt Co.
313-460-0969

sr915

Drivers: Excellent
Hometime! 

Earn up to $1300/week!! 
CDL-A, 6 mos OTR, 
Good Background. 
www.mtstrans.com 

800-305-7223

HELP WANTED

HOW MANY
TIMES

DOES YOUR  
DOLLAR

TRAVEL IN
YOUR 

COMMU-
NITY?

You have
the

power!!!

CITY OF RIVER ROUGE  PUBLIC NOTICE

LOSE UP TO 
30 LBS. 

IN 30 DAYS!
TO ORDER 

PRODUCTS CALL:     

1-800-621-4348   

DIRECT CARE WORKER
SELF STARTER

MUST BE RESPONSIBLE/PART TIME HELP 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABLED CLIENTS.
CERTIFICATION BY CLS/MORC/WAYNE 

CENTER OR NSO
CONTACT

WANDA BOHAGEN 313-838-5219
WANDA MILLEDGE  313-871-6717
BEVERLY BRIGGS  734-282-0230

mb0818

HELP WANTED  *  HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HON 94000Series Right Pedestal Desk- 30.0" D x 66.0" W x 29.5 H 
Model Number: H94283R 

•  Features the elegance and beauty of traditional design, with the dura-
bility and value of laminate

•  Beautifully detailed design features many traditional references
•  Includes one box drawer for supplies, and one file drawer for docu-

ments
•  Two 3" diameter work surface grommets for easy cord management
•  The formal, full-height modesty panel provides privacy below the work

surface
•  Graceful antique-finish brass drawer handles
•  File drawers have built-in hang rails to accept hanging file folders
•  Durable inner-frame construction stands up to the stress of frequent 

moving and relocation
•  leveling glides compensate for uneven floors
•  Fully assembled

Purchased price: $1,745.00 Asking price: $700.00 I OBO

For more information please contact: River Rouge Public Housing

Attn: Lori D. Long, Executive Director
180 Visger Road 
River Rouge, ML 48218 
313-382-1414 office
313-382-0228 Fax

RIVER ROUGE HOUSING PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF RIVER ROUGE PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF RIVER ROUGE, MICHIGAN
At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of River Rouge 

held on Dec. 6, 2016

The following Commissioners were present:          
Meeting called to order at 7:52p
Present: Campbell, Cooney, Perry, Pierce, Pruneau
Mayor Pro-tem Ward in the Chair  

Absent: None
Excused: Bowdler

16-277 Approval of minutes of Nov. 15, 2016
16-278 Voucher approval
16-279 Building permit approval
16-280 Approval to set fees for marijuana dispensaries and ware-

houses
16-281 Approval to acknowledge and accept pension judgments
16-282 Approval to sell 29 Victoria to J. Beaver
16-283 Approval of annual permits with Wayne County 
16-284 Approval of liability insurance policy with Nickel & Saph
16-285 Approval of resolution with Downriver Utility Wastewater 

Authority
16-286 Second reading of ordinance amendment regarding penal-

ties for marijuana possession
16-287 Second reading of ordinance amendment regarding set-

backs for dispensaries & warehouses
16-288 Approval of settlement agreement with OEM Micro Solu-

tions
16-289 Motion to adjourn at 8:30p

A complete copy of the minutes can be obtained at the City Clerk’s office
(313) 842-5604.

Patricia Johnson  
City Clerk

CITY OF RIVER ROUGE
Ordinance 16-464

An Ordinance to amend the Code of  Ordinances, City of River Rouge,
Michigan, By Replacing Section 1-105 – Violations, Penalty of Title I, Chap-
ter I of The Code of Ordinances By Replacing That Section, In Its Entirety,
With A New Section which shall be entitled Section 1-105- General Penalty
of Said Code. 

A full and complete copy of the ordinance is available at the City Clerk’s of-
fice, 10600 W Jefferson, River Rouge, MI  48218   313-842-5604

Patricia H. Johnson
City Clerk

PUBLISH:  Dec. 29,2016
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CITY OF RIVER ROUGE PUBLIC NOTICE

President Obama Signs ‘Emmett Till
Bill’ To Reopen Civil Rights Cold Cases

The new legislation will allow civil rights cold cases
that happened prior to 1970 to be reopened

Written By Brandee Sanders

CITY OF RIVER ROUGE
Ordinance 16-461-1

An Ordinance to amend the Code of  Ordinances, City of River Rouge, Michi-
gan, By Amending Sec. 5-1605 – Locations; Site Design, Use Standards and
Setbacks and Sec. 5-1606 – Application of Chapter 16 – Medical Marihuana
Dispensary & Cultivation Facility Licensing of Said Code. 

A full and complete copy of the ordinance is available at the City Clerk’s office,
10600 W Jefferson, River Rouge, MI  48218   313-842-5604

Patricia H. Johnson
City Clerk

PUBLISH:  Dec. 29,2016

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF INKSTER, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

RE: Case No. 16-32 (ZC) - Proposed Amendment to the Zoning Map –
Conditional Rezoning 

In accordance with and pursuant to the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Act 110
of 2006, as amended, notice is hereby given that the Inkster City Council will hold
a public hearing on Tuesday, January 17, 2017, at 7:00 p.m., in the Inkster City
Hall Council Chamber, located at 26215 Trowbridge, Inkster, Michigan, 48141,
to consider a proposed amendment to the City’s Zoning Map.  
At the public hearing, the Planning Commission will consider the following
amendment to the Zoning Map:
1. Conditionally rezone property located on the north side of Lehigh, just east of
Inkster Road from R-1A Single Family Residential to B-2 Thoroughfare Mixed
Use District subject to conditions offered by the applicant.  The purpose of the
proposed conditional rezoning is to accommodate a retail building.  

The subject property is legally described as follows: 31F1765 1766 LOTS 1765
and 1766 also S ½ of ADJ VAC ALLEY WATSONIA PARK SUB NO. 2 T2S R10E
L55 P9 WCR.  Property ID # 44-025-02-1765-300.  Jason M. Russell on behalf
of Zaremba Group is the applicant.    

↑      

NORTH
Public comments are invited.  Persons unable to attend the public hearing may
send their comments in writing to the attention of the City of Inkster Planning,
Building and Economic Development Department, 26215 Trowbridge, Inkster,
Michigan, 48141.  Comments will be received through 12:00 Noon, Tuesday, Jan-
uary 17, 2017.  Please reference Case No. 16-32 (ZC) in all correspondence.

The City of Inkster will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services,
such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials
being considered at the public hearing to individuals with disabilities upon five
(5) business days written notice.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary
aids or services should contact the City of Inkster at 313.563.9770.            

PUBLISH: December 29, 2016      Felicia Rutledge, Inkster City Clerk

CITY OF INKSTER PUBLIC NOTICE

STAY INFORMED  - READ THE
CLASSIFIED ADS

LEARN WHAT’S GOING ON IN 
YOUR CITY

n 1955, the death of Emmett Till, a 14-

year-old African-American teenager
who was lynched after allegedly flirting
with a White woman in rural Missis-
sippi, sparked controversy across
America.

The two White men responsible for
brutally murdering Till were let off by an
all-White jury. The case brought atten-
tion to how racism is intertwined with
America’s justice system. Sixty-one
years after his death, Till’s horrific ex-
perience may carve a path for others
hoping to find justice. According to
PBS, President Obama recently signed
a bill that would give the FBI the
chance to reopen more cold cases
from the Civil Rights Era.

The legislation, titled the Emmett Till
Unsolved Civil Rights Crimes bill, was
initially introduced by activist Alvin
Sykes in 2005. He named the pro-
posed bill after Till because he vowed
to his mother, Mamie Elizabeth Till-
Mobley, he would fight to reopen the
case. The Department of Justice did re-
open the case in 2004; it was closed
three years later after a jury decided
not to indict Carolyn Bryant, the woman
who accused Till of whistling at her.
Two years after the case was re-
opened, the FBI started to look into
over 100 civil rights cases. In 2008, the
bill was placed into law.

The upgraded legislation, which Presi-
dent Obama signed on December 16,
will now get rid of the limitations on
cases that occurred prior to 1970 and
will allow ongoing investigations con-

ducted by the FBI surrounding civil
rights cases. This will create an av-
enue for cases that occurred during
the height of the Jim Crow Era to be
reopened. Under the revised bill,
dubbed Till Bill 2, groups including
Emory University’s Georgia Civil
Rights Cold Cases Project and the
Cold Case Justice Initiative at Syra-
cuse University would receive fund-
ing to help solve civil rights cases.

Many politicians believe the updated
law will allow more cases to be
opened and solved. Senators Claire
McCaskill and Richard Burr backed
the bill at the Senate level. In the
House, it was reviewed by Rep.
John Conyers, Rep. John Lewis, and
Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner.

“As we work to address current
questions about racial violence and
civil rights, we should be mindful of
our history and why so many in the
African-American community raise
the issue of whether black lives mat-
ter,” Rep. John Conyers Jr. told USA
Today. “Passage of the original Em-
mett Till Act represented a commit-
ment to resolving the unanswered
questions from one of the darkest
periods in modern American history.” 

Over the past 27 years, the reopen-
ing of civil rights cold cases has re-
sulted in 24 convictions. The first
person to be convicted was Byron
De La Beckwith, who was responsi-
ble for killing civil rights activist
Medgar Evers in 1963.

Mamie Till and Emmett Till 
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6450 MICHIGAN AVE  48210

**NEWLOCATION**

Follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/telegramnews

Like our Facebook 
Fan page 

www.facebook.com/telegramnews

Check out our website
www.telegramnews.net

K-Laundromat
439 Visger, Ecorse

*FREE SOAP on SUNDAYS & MONDAYS*

Hours of Operation
Monday - Saturday  8:00am - 9:30pm

Last Load in Washers   at 8:30pm

Sunday Hours 8:00am - 6:00pm
Last Load in Washers at 5:30pm

*

Same Day Service  *Washers up to 80 lbs.
*Drop Off Service  *Maytag Equipment

*Commercial Accounts Welcome

Last Load at 9:00pm

969 Southfield Rd

Lincoln Park
(313) 388-5003

Hours: 8am-11pm

Millennium Laundry

Accepting all Major Credit Cards & EBT

Clay County
From Page 1A

the news outlet:
The [state agency] move
was prompted by Taylor’s

November Facebook post,
in which she celebrated in-
coming first lady Melania
Trump, while calling Obama
an “ape in heels.” Robert
Roswall, commissioner for
the West Virginia Bureau of
Senior Services, told The
Washington Post that the
controversy exposed loop-
holes in how the nonprofit
was being run.

The Clay County Develop-
ment Corp., for instance, is
required by contract with
the state to have open
meetings, to respond to
public records requests and
to have nondiscrimination

policies. The fact that those
rules weren’t being followed
became apparent after the
public outrage over Taylor’s
comments.“We started get-
ting lots of reports about dif-
ferent things that we were
checking,” Roswall said.
“There was little things pop-
ping up all over.”

State officials said they had
two options: They could ei-
ther withdraw government
funding or take over the
agency. Roswall said they

chose the latter. According
to a statement released
Tuesday by Gov. Earl Ray
Tomblin’s office, the Ap-
palachian Area Agency on
Aging will manage and
oversee the Clay County
Development Corp. on a
daily basis for six months. 

The state requested spe-
cific assurances about Clay
County Development Corp.
officials following anti-dis-
crimination policies, reports
The Huffington Post.

Pamela Ramsey Taylor
Director of N

ARE YOU HAVING AN EVENT
FOR CHILDREN?

SEND YOUR INFORMATION TO
THE TELEGRAM

telegram@telegramnews.net

****LOSE UP TO 30 LBS. IN 
30 DAYS!***

TO ORDER PRODUCTS CALL:     

1-800-621-4348   
ID#  BI 185292

www.billington.firstfitness.com

www.billingtonweightlossprod-

ucts.com

(248) 506-6703 



Are you a
Senior Star?
We are looking for

people 80 years old
and older to 

feature in the 
Telegram 

Newspaper.
Call  313-928-2955

& share your 
information 
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HOW MANY
TIMES DOES

YOUR  
DOLLAR

TRAVEL IN
YOUR 

COMMUNITY?
You have

the power!!!
Now use it!

Shop in your
community 

GMO SERVICES
3409 W. Jefferson, Ecorse 

Tues-Fri 1-5 PM
Fax - $1.00

B&W Copies - 10 cent or less
Color Copies – 30 cent 

(313) 381-9303 or gmoservice.com

NUMEROLOGY

     HOT PICKS       
329             091 220       
143 500           466
3500 2001 4606
2839            7726 0924

BIG MOMMA’S HITS BIG RAY’S PICK 4
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993
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9977
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2220
5591

FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY

Local High School Sports 
By Butch Davis

Due to Christmas and New
Years vacation the schedule
for high school basketball is
very light indeed.  However,
after the holiday break, league
play with began for the Girl’s
and the Boy’s with a full slate
of games.  Here are this
week’s schedules of Girl and
Boy’s basketball in the
Telegram News reading area.
Varsity Basketball (Boys)
12/29, 12:40 PM, Dearborn
Heights Robichaud vs. Harri-
son Township L'Anse Creuse,
Dearborn Heights Annapolis
vs. Milford, 5:40 PM, Hazel
Park vs. Dearborn Divine
Child, Detroit Cass Tech vs.
Walled Lake Central, 12/30,
7:30 PM, River Rouge vs.
Warren Michigan Collegiate,
Riverview Gabriel Richard vs.
Waterford Our Lady, 01/03,
7:00 PM, Bloomfield Hills

Roeper vs. Allen Park Cabrini.
Varsity Basketball (Girls)
12/29, 11:00 AM, Bay City
John Glenn vs. Romulus, 3:00
PM, River Rouge vs. West
Bloomfield, 7:00 PM, Brown-
stown Woodhaven vs. Dear-
born Heights Crestwood,
12/30, 7:20 PM, Detroit Colle-
giate Prep vs. River
Rouge.Warren Michigan Col-
legiate, Riverview Gabriel
Richard vs. Waterford Our
Lady, 01/03, 7:00 PM, Bloom-
field Hills Roeper vs. Allen
Park Cabrini.
Varsity Basketball (Girls)
12/29, 11:00 AM, Bay City
John Glenn vs. Romulus, 3:00
PM, River Rouge vs. West
Bloomfield, 7:00 PM, Brown-
stown Woodhaven vs. Dear-
born Heights Crestwood,
12/30, 7:20 PM, Detroit Colle-
giate Prep vs. River Rouge.

Pistons Win with Changes in
Lineup

Butch Davis
Pistons forward Tobias Harris scored 21 points while coming off
the bench for the second straight game after starting the previous
31 games for the home as the Pistons snapped a five-game losing
streak by downing the Cavaliers 106-90 this past Monday night
at The Palace.  The last-place Pistons (15-18) never trailed in
game. That performance by Harris followed up a season-high, 26-
point outing against the Warriors last Friday.
"It's different," Harris said after the game. "Obviously, when you
come off the bench, you have to use that time on the bench to
evaluate the speed of the game, how we're playing, what we're
doing well, what we're not doing well. And when you get into the
game, you have to try to make that impact from there."
LeBron James got the night off in Auburn Hills as he played 40
minutes in Cleveland's 109-108 victory over the Golden State
Warriors on Christmas Day.  Yes, James sat in street clothes and
watched his team's offense crumble. The Cavs shot 38 percent
from the field and committed season-high 22 turnovers.  
The Pistons offense saw rare success from beyond the 3-point
line as well. The Pistons tied their season-high with 16 made 3-
pointers on 28 attempts.  As Stan Van Gundy pointed out at his
postgame press conference, the Pistons struggled on shots closer
to the basket.  They shot just over 44 percent from the floor. 

with only 67 yards for the
game.  Bummer.
Despite a second straight loss
following five consecutive vic-
tories, Detroit (9-6) still con-
trols its postseason fate. The
Lions will be at home against
Green Bay (9-6) with the NFC
North title at stake in the finale
Sunday.  Had the Lions won
Monday, they could be playing
next week for the number two
seed if the Atlanta Falcons
(10-5) were to lose at home
against the New Orleans
Saints (7-8). Of course, a win
over the Packers, who have
won five straight, would still
give the Lions a division title
and a home playoff game. 
It was clear the Lions missed
injured cornerback Darius
Slay, who is questionable for
next week. Things were going
so well for the Lions just a cou-
ple of weeks ago. However,
now they are fighting for their
playoff lives. 
By the way, Los Angeles
Dodgers ace Clayton Ker-
shaw, who graduated from
Highland Park High School in
Dallas with Matthew Stafford
in 2006, attended the game.
Nine days earlier, Highland
Park celebrated on the same
field after its first state title
since Stafford led the way in
2005.    

Detroit now 9-6, had won five

straight to get to 9-4, however,
if they lose a third straight
game next Sunday against the
Packers, Green Bay (9-6)
would win the NFC North.  If
that happens, the Lions would
have to have the Carolina
Panthers (6-9) beat the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers (8-7) and
have the Washington Red-
skins (8-6-1) lose at home to
the New York Giants (10-5) in
order to make the playoffs.
The Lions had no answer
Monday for the Cowboys ter-
rific trio of Dak Prescott,
Ezekiel Elliott and Dez Bryant.
Nonetheless, Zach Zenner,
the little-known undrafted
back in his second year out of
South Dakota State, filling in
with Theo Riddick sidelined for
a third straight game with a
wrist injury, had a career-high
64 yards and two touchdowns
at halftime. The Lions rushed
for three touchdowns, seven
and five yards by running back
Zenner; one yard run by QB
Matthew Stafford in the first
half against the Dallas Cow-
boys, marking the first time the
team rushed for three touch-
downs in a game since Octo-
ber 27, 2013 against the
Cowboys at Ford Field.  How-
ever, Zenner was given the
ball only two-times in the sec-
ond half in the play calling of
the Lions
offensive scheme, finishing

Must Win for Lions this Sunday
By Butch Davis
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Tune up - Brakes

Dignostic & Testing
Oil Change

& All Car Services

11032 W. Jefferson

FREE OIL CHANGE WITH TUNE UP

ALIGNMENT
HIGH SPEED BALANCE
BRAKES & MUFFLERS
SHOCKS & STRUTS
AXLES
MINOR REPAIRS

K. DREW        313-478-6299
M. PRATHER  313-978-3716
J. DREW         313-412-7258

WE BUY 
JUNK CARS!!

2681 S Schaefer  Detroit 48217

Safe Winter Driving Tips
so you can steer better,” said Dan
McGehee, director of the Univer-
sity of Iowa National Advanced
Driver Simulator. “Remember to
hold the brakes down even when
they pulse and vibrate.”

For more information, visit My-
CarDoesWhat.org and follow My-
CarDoesWhat on Twitter and
Facebook.
Stay safe this winter. Learn how
your car works and drive slowly
in dangerous conditions.

• Adaptive headlights adjust to
changing roadway conditions --
such as curves -- to provide opti-
mum illumination along the road-
way during long winter nights and
periods of low daytime visibility.

• The temperature warning feature
provides updates about upcoming
roadway conditions such as black
ice.

“When there is snow and ice on
the road, antilock brakes can im-
prove the stability of your braking(StatePoint) While winter can be

a beautiful time of year, it can
also be a treacherous season on
the roads. Winter driving condi-
tions require increased attention
and an ability to adapt quickly.

In 2015, 8,010 people nationwide
were killed in car crashes be-
tween December and March, re-
sulting in an average seven
percent per month increase from
2014, according to the National
Safety Council (NSC). These
numbers are a warning to every-
one on the roads about how dan-
gerous winter driving can be.

“Winter looks more idyllic outside
our house windows than outside
our windshield,” said Deborah
A.P. Hersman, president and
CEO of the National Safety
Council. “The good news is many
cars are equipped with life-saving
technologies. It is important that
drivers understand how the tech-
nologies work in order to drive
safely in winter conditions.”

In an effort to prevent crashes on
the road this winter, MyCar-
DoesWhat, an NSC and Univer-
sity of Iowa initiative, is offering
some major pieces of advice for
driving in winter conditions.

• Slow down. Drivers frequently
underestimate how long it takes
to brake and how difficult it can
be to steer on slippery roads.

• Don’t use cruise control on slip-
pery surfaces like ice and snow.
It will diminish your control and
reduce your reaction time in the
event of a skid.

• Remember, bridges and over-
passes freeze before roadways,
so be alert in cold weather when
approaching one.

• Many new safety technologies
(like back-up cameras) have out-
side sensors that can freeze or
fog up. Always make sure they
are clear so they work their best.

MyCarDoesWhat also reminds
drivers of the safety technologies
that can help vehicles adapt in
slippery and changing conditions.

• Anti-lock braking systems (ABS)
help drivers maintain control by
preventing wheels from locking
up. ABS works differently than
traditional brakes, delivering and
releasing precise braking pres-
sure to each wheel as needed.
So, don’t pump the brakes if you
have ABS. Just hold them down
firmly and look and steer in the di-
rection you want to go. The
brakes may buzz and vibrate
when the ABS has activated.

• Traction control helps you accel-
erate without spinning out on slip-
pery surfaces like snow and ice.

• Electronic stability control
senses when you may be losing
control around a corner or curve,
and can stabilize your car if it be-
gins to veer off the road.

BASSETT USED CARS
16500 Grand River Ave.

Detroit, MI 
313-739-6390

www.bassettusedcars.com
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Look for your

copy of the 
TELEGRAM

NEWSPAPER 
in:

Dearborn Hts, 
Delray, Detroit, Ecorse,
Inkster, Lincoln Park,

Melvindale, River
Rouge, Romulus, 
Taylor, Wayne , 
Westland and 

Wyandotte
or stop by the Office 

located at
10748 W. Jefferson  in

River Rouge 

Call 

(313) 928-2955 

PLACE
YOUR AD

HERE

Start your Home Project
TODAY

HARDWARE

FULL SERVICE HARDWARE & BUILDER’S SUPPLY

Computerized Paint matching * Screen & Window Repair *
Keys Cut * Masonry Suppliers * Blocks * Bricks * Steps

Fast Delivery Service

10563 W. Jefferson Ave   River Rouge
Phone: (313) 841-2940       Fax: (313) 841-2670

LOZON

BRAZILL CONSTRUCTION

Residential - Commercial Carpentry-Roofing-

Ceramic Tile -Kitchens - Plastering Windows

Marvin Brazill
(313) 388-1052

(313) 706-7052 cell

G AND C

VARIABLES
“STRIVING TO BE BETTER”

313-341-6606
-PORCHES -SIDING
-ROOFING -INTERIORS
-CEMENT -MASONRY

B & R Exterminating Co.
Thank you for your Support!
All Pest can be Eliminated

We appreciate your business

313-843-3011 Ask for Bill
www.BREXTERMINATORS.COM

Roaches 
Spiders
Lice
Flies

Water Bugs
Rats
Ants & Mice

Bed Bugs
Crickets
Moths
Carpet Bee-

BUSEN APPLIANCEBUSEN APPLIANCE
2323 Fort St, Lincoln Park 313.381.4575

Used 

Washer & Dryers

Refrigerators & Electric

Rangers

90 Day Warranty

Delivery Available
Parts & Service for all brands 

Paving Enterprise
Residential & Commercial

Asphalt and Cement

No job to small

FREE ESTIMATES
313-492-8945

Is It Time to Quit Your Day Job and Start Your

Own Business?

(StatePoint) Many people

dream of quitting their jobs
and starting their own busi-
nesses. But in a time when
only half of new small busi-
nesses survive five years
or more, according to the
U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration, how do you
know if you have what it
takes to withstand a com-
petitive market?

“Entrepreneurship is a
lifestyle choice. It is not for
everyone and it doesn’t
come easy. Even with a
great idea you need intelli-
gence and drive to make it
happen,” says Michael J.
Palumbo, author of “Calcu-
lated Risk: The Modern En-
trepreneur’s Handbook.”

Palumbo, a highly success-
ful entrepreneur, has built
multiple businesses from
the ground up, including
Third Millennium Trading,
which grew from initial cap-
ital of $250,000 to over
$100 million. And now, as a

venture capitalist and real
estate investor, he’s in-
vested in multi-billion dollar
enterprises, including
GETCO, a financial serv-
ices company that was sold
at a valuation of $1.7 billion
in 2007, and a medical busi-
ness with a current valua-
tion of over $100 million.

With his track record in
identifying what makes a
winning business, Palumbo,
who has offered business
advice on Voice of America,
WBBM-AM in Chicago and
WOR-AM in New York, is
sharing insights into identi-
fying whether your great
idea is solid enough to quit
the day job and start your
own company.

Is There a Need?

A truly great business idea
takes into account where
the marketplace is heading
and anticipates technologi-
cal innovations. Moreover, a
great idea usually gives the
world something it didn’t
know it needed. Once de-
ployed, though, the world
cannot live without it.

Also, you need to assess
where technology is going
to be five years from now
when your company is
launched. Will your idea still
be relevant?

The Geography Test

Is your idea relevant on a
mass scale? Is it not only
timely and relevant, but

hugely needed and scala-
ble?

The Feasibility Test

When the idea is great, but
revenue, or some other
growth-related metric is not
there, something under the
hood is likely broken. Un-
fortunately, it often isn’t the
idea, it is management. In-
vestors and venture capi-
talists aren’t always looking
for profitability. Sometimes
they are looking for trac-
tion: increasing revenue,
rising subscriber-bases, or-
ganic user-growth; these
are all things that offset
profitability.

Another aspect of the Fea-
sibility Test is determining
whether adequate technol-
ogy infrastructure exists,
while questioning whether
the world is ready for the
concept, points out
Palumbo, who has been
quoted about business
growth by Forbes, The Wall
Street Journal and
TheStreet.com.

The Competency Test

Ask yourself: “Am I the right
person to make this hap-
pen?” This is crucial and
should be answered with
complete honesty. Evaluate
your skills, passion, and
level of competency for this
task. The hardest person to
criticize and evaluate will
always be yourself, and
those who truly understand
themselves and their skills
are some of the wisest peo-
ple.

For more entrepreneurial
tips and information about
the new book, “Calculated
Risk,” visit www.michaelj-
palumbo.com.

“Starting a company is one
of the most challenging
things you can do,” says
Palumbo. “If successfully
done, it can also be one of
the most rewarding.” 
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