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DIA to bring artwork to
Ecorse and River Rouge
By Shelby Jefferson – Telegram Staff Reporter 

Children enjoy Inside|Out display in metro Detroit 

Detroit and Grandmont
Rosedale in Northwest De-
troit. 

Established on the heels of
the DIA’s 125th anniversary,
Inside|Out continues to ex-
pand, establishing a cultural
connection with various resi-
dents throughout the Detroit
metro area.  

“This project is twofold,” said
Jillian Reese, Program Coor-
dinator. “One of its goals is to
expose Wayne, Oakland and
Macomb county residents to

In 2016, Ecorse and River
Rouge will display famous art-
work as participants in the De-
troit Institute of Art’s (DIA)
Inside|Out program.
Now in its seventh the year, the
popular program has touched
down in more than 100 Michi-
gan communities, bringing
high-quality reproductions “…
from the DIA’s collection in out-
door venues throughout metro
Detroit”. Along with Ecorse and
River Rouge, seven other com-
munities will host Inside|Out for
the first time including Chester-
field Township, Lathrup Village,
Springfield Township, Beverly
Hills, Commerce Township,
East English Village in East

Inside|Out Display - Page 13A

CITY OF TAYLOR NOW
SHOWS FUND BALANCE 

OF OVER $4 MILLION
tive fund balance of nearly
$4.2M, according to independ-
ent auditors from Plante
Moran. Plante Moran’s finan-
cial report was accepted by
City Council Tuesday, Decem-
ber 15.

According to the auditors, the
City’s unassigned fund bal-

ance was $4,146,932 as of
the last fiscal year, end-
ing June 30, 2015. That
is nearly $4M more than
the same assigned bal-

TAYLOR – After showing a
deficit of as high as $5M not
long ago, the City of Taylor
now has an unassigned posi-

Rich Sollars
Mayor of Taylor

Taylor - Page 6A

Support Local Stores and Small
Businesses this Holiday Season

government statistics. Spend-
ing your holiday shopping
budget locally strengthens
Main Street and can help your
community’s economy thrive.

New Technologies

A common stereotype of mom
and pop stores are that they
are antiquated and overpriced,
but many small businesses are
adopting new technologies to
streamline their operations;
which can be an important con-
sideration for shoppers in a
hurry or on a budget.

For example, new Android
based point of sale terminals,
such as the ergonomically de-
signed V-R7000 and V-R7100
from Casio have widescreen
LCD touch panels, and an intu-
itive, high-resolution interface

as you shop at your favorite
small businesses.

The Local Economy

By supporting small busi-
nesses, you are supporting
local job creation. In fact,
small firms accounted for
over three-fifths of the new
jobs created between 1993
and mid-2013, according to

(StatePoint) At a time of year

where big box retailers offer
deep discounts, the holiday
season is an annual opportu-
nity to show local shops and
businesses your support. It’s
also a great way to score
unique items while benefitting
the local economy.

Here are some retail trends
and other things to consider

Shop Local - Page 9

Keeping Christ in 
Christmas

Keeping Christ in Christmas
means daily revealing the
character, love and spirit of
Christ that dwells in you, by al-
lowing these traits to shine
through your actions. Here are

you've already accepted Jesus
as your Savior and made him
the center of your life, keeping
Christ in Christmas is more
about the way you live your life
than the things you say—such
as "Merry Christmas" versus
"Happy Holidays."

The number one way to keep
Jesus Christ in your Christmas
celebrations is to have him
present in your daily life. If
you're not sure what it means
to become a believer in
Christ,read the article on "How
to Become a Christian." If Christ-mas - Page 5A

Celebrate Christmas - The story of the birth of Jesus Christ

We must out
smart the 
criminals

Page 14A
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NEWS FROM LANSING

Inkster Mayor Byron Nolen
By Shelby Jefferson – Telegram Staff Reporter

Mayor Nolen works with members of the Inkster community

The “Getting to know our
elected officials” feature is de-
signed to provide access into
the minds of local public fig-
ures. On deck this week is
newly elected Mayor Byron
Nolen who spoke with us
about becoming the most re-
cent head of the City of
Inkster, biggest problems af-
fecting the area, personal pas-
times/hobbies, and much
more.  

This is your first run as
mayor. How is everything
going so far?
It’s been very busy. We have a
lot of issues that we’re dealing
with including a consent
agreement, normal business
issues, and pending charter
amendments that have to be
voted on. We definitely have a
lot going on. 

Did you grow up in Inkster?
Where did you attend high
school and college?
I’ve lived in Inkster for about
36 years (I’m 46 now). I at-
tended Wayne Memorial High
School, and later went to the
University of Michigan. I addi-
tionally attended the Univer-
sity of Detroit Mercy School of
Law.  

In addition to your mayoral
duties, do you currently
hold any other career posi-
tions?
Right now, Inkster’s mayoral
position is only part-time. In
the coming months however,
I’m looking to make it a full-
time job (that’s one of the
charter amendments that will
be proposed later this year).
But currently, I’m still practic-
ing law full-time. 

What influenced your deci-
sion to pursue your current
position?
As I looked at all of the issues
our city was facing – from our
lack of a business community,
to  state deficits and our failure
to provide services to resi-
dents – I realized that I had to
step up and try to make the sit-
uation better instead of relying
on someone else to do it for

us. Ultimately, that’s why I de-
cided to run for mayor. 

What do you see as the
biggest problem facing your
city today?
I believe that our biggest prob-
lem lies within our agreement
with the State of Michigan;
they basically provide over-
sight for us on just about
everything we do. First off, it’s
undemocratic because those
elected by the people can’t
make key decisions. That’s the
number one thing we need to
work on ending. 

How can Inkster residents
initiate improvements
throughout the city?
Many of our residents want us
to control our own government.
Unfortunately, with the current
setup, everything is run by a
city manager who basically dic-
tates what happens on a day to
day basis. Essentially, there’s
not anyone elected who can
really act on the interests of the
people. 
The way the charter reads
now, we have to elect a com-
mission of nine members who
can draft changes they would
like to see. After that, we put
everything on the ballot and
allow the people to vote on
changes to our government.
By voting, the citizens can alter
one of the biggest problems
we’re facing as a city. 

Down the line, when your
time as mayor has finished,
what legacy do you hope to

leave?
I certainly want to leave Inkster
in a much better situation than
I found it. I would like to create
an entertainment district right
along Michigan Avenue, and
bring retail businesses
throughout the area to allow
our residents to shop in their
city (and those from other
communities as well). I would
also like to raise property val-
ues, and make the city more
family friendly by introducing
dog parks and walkways. Ulti-
mately, I’d like to rebuild the
entire city and its tax base,
and leave a mark that will last
down the line. 

Going into the holiday sea-
son, are there any big
events occurring in Inkster?
We don’t necessarily hold a
big Christmas celebration
within our city boundaries,
however there are a lot of
southern folks here in Inkster.
Many of us will definitely be
eating, going to church,
spending time with family and
enjoying our community. 
Leading up to Christmas how-
ever, we do throw a lot of dif-
ferent holiday parties. Last
week, there was one for senior
citizens at the Booker Dozier
Recreational Complex; it
turned out really nice. The
Inkster Housing Commission
Resident Council will also
have one for local children on
Friday; we’ll all buy gifts for the
youth to enjoy. We do that
every year. 

Do you engage in any hob-
bies/special interests in
your leisure time?
I really like to travel. I just got
back from Miami as a way to
recharge my batteries. I addi-
tionally love sports. As a
Wolverine alumni, I’m always
watching Michigan football
and basketball. Of course, I’m
also a big Tigers, Red Wings
and Lions fan. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR
ELECTED OFFICIALS

Byron Nolen
Inkster  Mayor

It has been a busy few weeks
in Lansing since Thanksgiving.
As the Legislature wraps up for
the year, I wanted to send a
quick update about some de-
velopments here in Lansing
and some ways I am advocat-
ing for House District 6. 

Water as a Human Right
December 10 was Interna-
tional Human Rights Day! On
Thursday, I was proud to host
a delegation of residents from
Detroit and other communities
who are  concerned about ac-
cess to safe and affordable
water. These concerned citi-
zens were in Lansing to talk
about the bipartisan package
of bills introduced by Repre-
sentatives LaTanya Garrett (D-
Detroit), Sheldon Neeley
(D-Flint), Julie Plawecki (D-
Dearborn Heights) and myself.
These bills would help ensure
that clean, affordable water is
a human right in Michigan. We
have more work to do on this
package of bills in the new
year, and we will work hard to
get a committee hearing on
these bills as soon as possible.

Letter to MDOT about Fort
Street Bridge Re-opening
Like many of you, I am frus-
trated about the ongoing de-
lays in re-opening the Fort
Street Bridge. After being ad-
vised of yet another delay, on

Nov. 23 my office sent a letter
to Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) Direc-
tor Kirk Steudle urging that this
project be given the highest
priority as MDOT allocates re-
sources to end-of-the year
projects. This week I received
a response from Director Steu-
dle advising that MDOT
agrees about prioritizing this
project, and understands the
frustration by residents and
commuters. MDOT is in pos-
session of all the needed ma-
terials and parts to complete
this work and anticipates the
bridge will be finished by the
end of the year. I requested
frequent updates on the
progress as we near comple-
tion and I will pass any new in-
formation on to you. 

Hearings on Family Advi-
sory Board and Drug House
bills
Over the past two weeks, I
was honored to testify on two
bills I introduced in 2015. On
Dec. 1 and 8, the House Com-
mittee on Criminal Justice
heard testimony on a package
of juvenile justice bills. I testi-
fied in support of my bill,
House Bill 4965, which would
establish a Family Advisory
Board within the Department
of Corrections to assist and
advise the department on the
experiences and challenges
for incarcerated individuals
and their family members, and
develop policies, procedures
and programs that support
family reunification during and
after incarceration.

On Dec. 8, I testified in front of
House Committee on Judiciary
in support of House Bill 4832,
which I introduced last August.
This bill closes a loophole in
Michigan's "Drug House" law.

Information from State 
Representative Stephanie Chang

Chang - Page 8A
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SUBSCRIBE  TO THE
TELEGRAM  NEWSPAPER

HOME DELIVERY OR 
MAIL DELIVERY

LETTER POLICY

The Telegram welcomes let-
ters to the editor from our read-
ers.  Typed letters of 200
words or less are preferred
and submited letters may be
edited.  Each letter should in-
clude a name, address and a 
daytime phone number.

Letters to the editor, opinion
and editorial columns do not
necessary represent the views
and opinions of the Telegram
Newspaper.

Send articles to Telegram
Newspaper 10748 W. Jeffer-
son Ave. River Rouge, MI
48218 or email to
telegram@telegramnews.net
(no attachments please) or fax
to 313-928-3014.

Don’t Let Small Dollar Loans
Ruin Your Holidays

By Charlene Crowell - NNPA News Wire Columnist

BUSEN APPLIANCEBUSEN APPLIANCE
2323 Fort St, Lincoln Park 313.381.4575

Used 
Washer & Dryers

Refrigerators & Electric

Rangers

90 Day Warranty
Delivery Available

Parts & Service for all brands 

GMO SERVICES
3409 West Jefferson Ave. Ecorse

COPY - FAX - PRINT
Monday - Friday 10:00 noon to 6:00 pm

Gerald & Shelia Overall, Owners
(313) 381-9303

www.gmoservice.com

ALIGNMENT
HIGH SPEED BALANCE
BRAKES & MUFFLERS
SHOCKS & STRUTS
AXLES
MINOR REPAIRS

K. DREW        313-478-6299
J. DREW         313-412-7258

WE BUY JUNK CARS!!
2681 S Schaefer  Detroit 48217

D & J TIRES AND TOWING
NEW & USED TIRES * FLAT REPAIR

In this wonderful time of the

year when family and friends
gather in good cheer to cele-
brate the holidays, nearly
everyone has a number of
lists. From greeting cards to
shopping for gifts, decorations
and more, lists are made and
reviewed to keep pace with the
barrage of seasonal activities.

But if holiday lists seem bigger
than budgets, turning to a
high-cost, small dollar loan can
turn joy and merriment into a
financial quagmire. The good
news is that with a timely real-
ity check, most consumers can
avoid holiday financial night-
mares.

A key step is to walk or drive
past the brightly-colored signs
advertising high-cost, small
dollar loans. Both payday and
car title loans can provide
quick cash, but the harms
caused by these loans will
likely linger past the winter’s
cold. Most importantly, these
predatory loans often lead to
consumers paying more in in-
terest and fees than for the
money borrowed.

Research by the Center for
Responsible Lending (CRL)
has found that predatory pay-
day loans generate $3.5 billion
in fees from repeat borrowers
who are unable to fully repay
the original loan, usually in two
weeks’ time. With average an-
nual interest rates at 391 per-
cent, 9 out of every 10 payday
loans go to borrowers who get
trapped in five or more loans
per year.

Like payday loans, car title
loans are often marketed as
an easy way to get cash with-
out a credit check – but with in-
terest rates that tend to be
20-30 times higher than that of
credit cards. The average car
title loan of $500 can only be
secured by signing a person-
ally-owned car as collateral.
Further, the loan will only be a
fraction of the marketable
value of the vehicle. While the
lender holds onto a car title,
the borrower is faced with
triple-digit interest and in the
worst cases, the loss of per-

sonal transportation.

As harmful as payday and car
title loans are, other, seem-
ingly harmful, small dollar
transactions can also cause fi-
nancial havoc.

If you believe pre-paid cards
will always avoid financial rip-
offs, think again. Before paying
cash for this convenient form
of plastic, read all of the fine
print that explains the terms
and fees that come with its
usage. Terms and options can
and do vary significantly. Many
include a range of fees from
activation, to learning your cur-
rent balances, reloading
monies and in some cases
fees for inactivity. By the time
all applicable fees are as-
sessed, the amount of money
actually available on that pre-
paid card can shrink and short-
change how far it can help on
purchases.

Similarly, the convenience of
debit cards can easily trigger
overdraft charges for con-
sumers with slim or no check-
ing account cushions. By
keeping track of receipts and
balancing checkbooks, con-
sumers using debit cards can
usually limit or avoid overdraft
fees. Failure to keep track of
expenditures on the card can
lead to multiple overdraft fees
in a single billing cycle.

Worst of all, most consumers
using their debit cards never
realize the overdraft fees in-
curred until the next bank
statement is received, weeks
after the purchases were
made. Depending upon your
bank or credit union, overdraft
fees vary in cost as well as an
acceptable number to keep
accounts open. Too many
overdrafts can lead to involun-
tary account closures.

CRL research shows that al-
though overdraft fees vary by
institution, the average $35
overdraft fee on a debit card is
double the amount of the over-
draft itself. To date, at least 14
banks have been sued for
changing the order of debit-
card purchases to maximize
fees.

This holiday season, try
adding a full measure of prac-
tical sense to help your dollars
preserve the spirit of the sea-
son and all of its celebrations.

Charlene Crowell is a commu-
nications manager with the
Center for Responsible Lend-
ing. She can be reached at
charlene.crowell@responsi-
blelending.org.

Representative Banks Unveils Auto Insurance
Reform Bills to Lower Rates 

Plan reduces rates while keeping current no-fault system in place

lation criteria; if 35 percent of
the motor vehicles of drivers in
a city, township or village are
not insured; or they live in a
designated zip code or live in
a community bordering a des-
ignated zip code. The plan in-
cludes a good driver
requirement. In order to be eli-
gible for this type of policy a
driver must have had no mov-
ing violations or points on their
license in the previous three
years. In addition, the plan
would offer participating insur-
ance companies a $500 tax
credit for each household
signed up under the program.
Insurers could also enact a co-
pay for Personal Injury Protec-
tion (PIP) benefits, similar to
existing co-pays for medical in-
surance.

Banks said that his plan is a
better option than D-Insurance
because it maintains the best
of our no-fault insurance sys-
tem – it guarantees medical
care for victims with cata-
strophic injuries so they can
live the best possible life. This
medical care is one of the
paramount features of no-fault
and it must be preserved for
every Michigander.

“Michigan citizens are required
to buy auto insurance, and yet
we all know that there are
thousands of uninsured drivers
on the road because, based

LANSING – State Represen-
tative and Detroit Caucus
Chairman Brian Banks (D-De-
troit) today announced that he
has introduced two bills to re-
form auto insurance by lower-
ing rates for urban and rural
drivers while still keeping the
current no-fault system in
place. The two bill package
would give Michigan residents
in areas with the highest auto
insurance rates affordable
policies while maintaining
their benefits and protections
for accident victims, a new
fraud authority, and a tax
credit for participating insur-
ance companies. House Bills
5134 and 5135 were intro-
duced recently with bipartisan
support.

“Urban and rural resi-
dents deserve quality, first-
class insurance policies that
are equal to insurance policies
available to residents of our
surrounding suburban com-
munities,” said Banks. “Urban
and rural residents deserve
the same quality, first-class in-
surance policies offered to
their suburban neighbors, and
should not have to forgo these
benefits simply because of
where they live.” 

Banks’ plan would roll-
back auto insurance rates by
12 percent of the average an-
nual premium for the area in
which the consumer resides.
Individuals would be eligible if
they reside in an area with a
population of 500,000 or
more; they live in rural or
urban municipalities bordering
the areas that meet the popu-

on where they live and not on
their driving record, their policy
is simply unaffordable,” said
Banks. “My bill would encour-
age insurance companies to
participate in this plan and
lower rates by also giving the
company a tax credit for each
household that signs up. This
is the best kind of tax credit
because it actually puts
money back into the hands of
consumers, in the form of
lower rates, so that they have
more to spend in their local
shops and stores. This is a win
for everyone.”

In addition to lower rates and
a tax credit, this plan also ad-
dresses fraud and hospital re-
imbursements. The fraud
authority would provide finan-
cial support to state or local
prosecutors for programs de-
signed to reduce the incidence
of automobile insurance fraud.
It would also include an inde-
pendent entity to investigate
the claims practices of insur-
ers. The plan would limit the
reimbursement rates to hospi-
tals to no more than 80 per-
cent of their charges, for a
savings of as much as $20
million, but that would not
apply to independent practi-
tioners or post-acute service
providers outside of licensed
hospital facilities. 

“Our plan guarantees that the

Rep. Brian Banks
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Ecorse Seventh-day Adventist Church
3834 10th St Ecorse, MI

(Corner of 10th & Francis Streets)
Dr. Errol Liverpool, Pastor

Sabbath School (Saturday)                             9:15 a.m.
Sabbath Worship Service (Saturday)              11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)                          6:00 p.m.

Community Services Food Distribution
Every Third Wednesday

9:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

(313) 928-9212

Sleepout 2015
by Janine Folks By Janine Folks - Religion Columnist

Jehovah Jireh Ministries 
Mercy House 15 E. Charlotte Ecorse 313-282-9508 

Sunday-  Fulfillment Hour 10am  Worship 11am & 6pm
Monday -Bible Study 7pm

Wednesday - Prayer and Praise 7pm

Rev. Everett Thomas Pastor

“Transforming Lives Spirit, Soul and Body
We proclaim Jesus is Savior and Lord!”

Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church
3936 12th Street Ecorse, MI  48229

CHURCH PHONE # (313) 383-1069    FAX:  (313) 383-2842

Pastor - Rev. Kevin B. Mack

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sundays:
Early Morning Worship ............................7:30 a.m.
Church School at Study ..........................9:30 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship  ............................10:50 a.m.

First Sunday: Baptism & Communion Service.........10:30 a.m.
Mid-Week: 

Tuesdays- Bible Class  ...........9:00a.m. & 6:00p.m.

Wednesday - Worship Service ................. 7:00 p.m.

 CORPORATE PRAYER
Sun 6am Mon-Tues 5pm Wed 6pm

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light into my path."
- Psalms 119:105

ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Marks 

Rev. Dr. 
Alford D. Sample

II Timothy 2:25
Study to show thyself
approved unti God;

Services:
Sunday School 9:30am

Morning Worship/Youth Church 11:00 am
Bible Class/Youth Church 6:30 pm

Bus Pickup Available

Missionary Baptist Church

3860 Inkster Rd, Inkster   * 313-792-9789

Christian Faith Ministries
27500 Marquette, Garden City, MI 48135

734-525-0022

Sunday-  Worship Cafe 9:30am  
Morning Worship 10:30am 

Mid Week Bible Study
Wednesday 7pm

Rev. John D. Hearn Jr. Pastor

“You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot hide”
(Matthew 5:14)

PENTECOST MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
35625 VINEWOOD ROMULUS

Phone:  (734) 728-1390 Email:thepen@sbcglobal.net
website:  www.pentecostmbc.org

Rev. Arthur C. Willis, Sr. Pastor

Growing Forward

SERVICES
Sunday School - 9:30am

Sunday Morning Service - 11:00am
Wednesday Prayer 6:00pm   Bible Study - 6:30pm

A DELAY IS NOT A DENIAL

United Church
of Faith

Methodist

6064 Fourth St 
Romulus

Sunday Worship
11:30am

Bible Classes 
Tues & Wed-6:00 PM

Rev Mark R. 
Zockheem, Pastor

(734) 765-5335
Welcome Home!

Love Joy 
Missionary Baptist

Church 
332 Polk street
River Rouge, 

SERVICES:
Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship -11:00 AM 

Wednesday Prayer &
Bible Class - 

6:30 PM

Rev Darryl Bynum, Pastor
Phone: 313 516-2482 

Email:
Pastordbynum@yahoo.com

ALL ARE WELCOME

Runner For
Christ 

Ministries
Church of the Resurrection

27085 W. Outer Dr. Ecorse

Sunday School 8:30am
Sunday Worship 9:30am

Prayer & Bible Class 

Thursday 5:30 PM

Pastor Gerald Overall
313-381-9303

rfcm@comcast.net or

www.rfcm.org

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church
4411 5th Street Ecorse

313-382-8577
Rev. Marcus Johnson

Pastor

Sunday Morning 

Service - 11:00am

Everyone is welcome

List your  church in the 

TELEGRAM’S
Church Directory 

Call 313-928-2955 
Announcements are given priority to churches

listed in the directory

Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church
"Where The Will of God Will Be Done"  {Mark 14:36}

Rev. Dr. John E. Duckworth, Pastor

29066 Eton Street Westland  48186
Office: 734.721.2557  Fax: 734.721.1383

Sunday Morning Worship Services  8am & 10am
Wednesday Night Bible Study  6:30pm

Email: gethsemane02.org

Community

AME
4010 17th St, 

Ecorse, MI 
313-386-4340

Rev. William D. Phillips,

Pastor

Sunday School 10am
Sunday Worship 11:00am

Wed Bible Class 6pm

“Empowered by the living
Word” Matt 4:4

predators. Bathroom and groom-
ing issues. Trying to find comfort
in the uncomfortable. Knowing
you could have to pack up all you
possess in the world and relocate
at a moment’s notice. No stability.
It's no surprise to me that mental
illness is prevalent among the
homeless. The things your mind
go through in those streets is un-
fathomable. And I'm not even
going to talk about if you have chil-
dren with you or struggle with
health issues.  

There was a woman among us
who had spent ten years home-
less with her children. Her testi-
mony blessed my life. The former
Broadway performer/singer told
me how God was with her the
whole time, and how discernment
kept her alive. She told me to al-
ways expect the best and that's
what God will give me. She
praised God and called Him her
Provider. He gave her daily bread
and she survived.  

Janet Oyebode, founder and Ex-
ecutive Director of Hope Alive
Outreach Center, organized the
Sleepout. She said the Sleepouts
will be an annual event. In addition
to giving others the opportunity to
have this life-changing experi-
ence, it will help raise funds for the
homeless shelter in Detroit, serve
homeless families, children and
adults through its housing pro-
grams and homeless prevention
services. HAOC’s aim is to help
homeless families or families at
risk of homelessness with a ‘hand
up’, allowing them to reach self-
sufficiency. For more information,
go to: www.hopealiveoc.org. 

“Then shall the King say unto
them on his right hand, come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world: For I
was an hungry, and ye gave me
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave
me drink: I was a stranger, and ye
took me in: Naked, and ye clothed
me: I was sick, and ye visited me:
I was in prison, and ye came unto
me” (Matthew 25:34-36). 

We have to remember that what
we do to the least of these, we do
to our Lord. 

I did not have to sleep outside. But
I did. I did it by choice so that I
could identify with what it might be
like to literally live on the streets.
It reminded me of what God did
for us. God did not have to come
to earth, but He chose to come to
earth through the person, Jesus,

so that He could identify with us
and save us. Jesus’ experi-
ence on earth provides salva-
tion for us. I cannot save
anyone, because I am not
God. But my prayer is that
through my obedience, sacri-
fice and identifying with the
struggle, I hope I can at least
help someone be set free from
painful living situations. 

This past weekend, I participated
in a Sleepout to raise awareness
for homelessness. My personal
awareness was heightened
tremendously. About 20 partici-
pants spent a Friday night out-
doors, sleeping on the ground in
boxes and sleeping bags. 

Fortunately, it was a mild Decem-
ber night and the temperature was
not extreme. There was no ice on
the ground. No bitter cold. Sadly,
most homeless people have to
sleep outdoors in much worse
conditions and they do not have
options. 

After we laid out our pallets, blan-
kets, pillows and boxes, we pre-
pared to slumber. It was very dark.
I hoped no wildlife would show up!
We actually had a good time talk-
ing. We bonded like it was a sleep
over, marveling over God’s favor,
as He gave us abnormally mild
weather in December. No one ex-
pected to enjoy sleeping outdoors,
but nonetheless were felt blessed
and excited. There was a sense of
great expectancy in the atmos-
phere as we prepared to ‘rough it’. 

My prayer was for God to speak to
our hearts as we fasted for a night
from the comforts of a bed in a
place we call home. A couple of
hours before dawn, I began to
hear noises. Raindrops were hit-
ting my box and they started hitting
faster and faster. It was raining!

We woke up, gathered up our
things, sought shelter and slept
under a roof on a hard floor until
6am. It was a rough night to say
the least. I never appreciated my
bed so much and the option to be
indoors with access to heat. 

During the Sleepout, I slept lightly,
but it was not quality sleep. Sleep
deprivation has to be an issue for
the homeless. And body aches
from sleeping on odd uncomfort-
able surfaces. And being con-
cerned for their safety and trying to
hold on to their personal items and
few possessions. Rodents and



Western Wayne NAACP 
General Membership Meeting

2nd Monday of each month  -  7:00pm
Christian Faith Ministries

27500 Marquette  Garden City, MI
Everyone is welcome

National Action Network
Weekly meeting - 10:00am

6100 14th St
Detroit, MI  48208

JOIN US
For more information

Nandetroit@gmail.com
313-312-5287 or 313-492-6774

COMMUNITY MEETINGS
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GMO SERVICES
3409 West Jefferson Ave. Ecorse

COPY - FAX - PRINT
Monday - Friday 11:00 am to 5:00 pm

Gerald & Shelia Overall, Owners
(313) 381-9303

www.gmoservice.com

Christ-mas
From Page 1A

through your actions. Here are
simple ways to keep Christ the
central focus of your life this
Christmas season 
1) Give God one very special
gift just from you to him:
Let this gift be something per-
sonal that no one else needs
to know about, and let it be a
sacrifice. David said in 2
Samuel 24 that he would not
offer a sacrifice to God that
cost him nothing.
Maybe your gift to God will be
to forgive someone you've
needed to forgive for a long
time. You may discover that
you've given a gift back to
yourself.

Lewis B. Smedes wrote in his
book, Forgive and Forget,
"When you release the wrong-
doer from the wrong, you cut a
malignant tumor out of your
inner life. You set a prisoner
free, but you discover that the
real prisoner was yourself."

Perhaps your gift will be to
commit to spending time with
God daily. Or maybe there is
something God has asked you
to give up. Make this your
most important gift of the sea-
son.

2) Set aside a special time to
read the Christmas story in

Luke 1:5-56 through 2:1-20:

Consider reading this account
with your family and dis-
cussing it together.
• The Christmas Story
• More Christmas Bible Verses

3) Set up a Nativity scene in
your home:

If you don't have a Nativity,
here are ideas to help you
make your own Nativity scene:
• Nativity Related Crafts

4) Plan a project of good will
this Christmas:

A few years ago we "adopted"
a single mom. My friend was
barely making ends meet and
didn't have money to buy gifts
for her small child. Together
with my husband's family we
bought gifts for both of them
and replaced her broken down
washing machine the week of
Christmas.

Do you have an elderly neigh-
bor in need of home repairs or
yard work? Find someone with
a genuine need, involve your
whole family and see how
happy you can make someone
this Christmas.
• Top Christmas Charity Proj-
ects

5) Take a group Christmas
caroling in a nursing home or
a children's hospital:

6) Give a surprise gift of serv-
ice to each member of your
family:

Jesus taught us to serve by
washing the disciples feet. He
also taught us that it is "more
blessed to give than to re-
ceive." Acts 20:35 (NIV) The
idea of giving an unexpected
gift of service to members of
your family is to demonstrate
Christ-like love and service.
You might consider giving a
back rub to your spouse, run-
ning an errand for your
brother, or cleaning out a
closet for your mother. Make it
personal and meaningful and
watch the blessings multiply.

7) Set aside a time of family
devotions on Christmas Eve
or Christmas morning:

Before opening the gifts, take
a few minutes to gather to-
gether as a family in prayer
and devotions. Read a few
Bible verses and discuss as a
family the true meaning of
Christmas.
• Christmas Bible Verses
• Christmas Prayers and
Poems
• The Christmas Story
• Christmas Devotionals

8) Attend a Christmas church
service together with your
family:

MERRY CHRISTMAS

GIVING CIRCLE

Members of Pentecost Missionary Baptist Church
sort out the brand new hats and gloves that the
church was preparing to donate to the students at
the Lincoln Center  in Wyandotte for Christmas!

The team at the Lincoln Center giving students brand new hats
and gloves for Christmas!
Staff and students were excited and appreciative about the
gifts received. Every student was given a winter hat and a pair
of gloves to stay warm this Christmas. Members of the staff
said, "This is really awesome".  Some students made thank
you cards. 
Rev. LaThomas Willis, Youth Pastor at Pentecost MBC stated,
"God set the example of what this time of year is about..He
gave to us, so we should give to others"



Zenith Lunch
Breakfast  * Lunch &  Dinner

11295 W. Jefferson Ave. River Rouge

(313) 849-0833
Your Friendly Family Restaurant

2 + 2+ 2 Breakfast Specials
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ECORSE
LIGHT UP ECORSE
The Ecorse Birthday Club wants
the Community to Light Up
Ecorse.  We are sponsoring a
contest for Home Owners, Busi-
nesses and Block Clubs to dec-
orate for the Christmas season.
Money prizes will be given out
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place win-
ners in each category.  Registra-
tion application can be picked up
from the Ethel Stevenson Senior
Center, Ecorse City Hall, Ecorse
Public Library and the Telegram
Newspaper building.  The regis-
tration deadline is December 16,
2015.  For more information call
(313) 382-3305 or (313) 381-
1616.

City Council Meeting will be held
Tuesday Dec. 22, 2015 at 7:30
at City Hall, located at 3869 W
Jefferson Ave, Ecorse, MI 48229

Please join us International
Gospel Center on Dec. 19, 2015
to watch Silent No More, a
movie based on true events.
Written by Pastor Marvin Miles,
this film features Kym Whitley,
Tiny Lister and K.D. Aubert. 

The movie is for mature audi-
ences ages 14 and older.  Come
out and learn how to be silent no
more!  Watch the trailer at
www.nutrendproductions.com or
www.silentnomorethemovie.com
.  The film is also available on
Amazon.com.

LINCOLN PARK
City Council Meeting
Monday, December 21, 2015 at
7:30 PM at Council Chambers,
2nd Floor located at 1355 South-
field Road.

ROMULUS
Star Wars Saturdays
December 19, 2015 at noon, lo-
cated on11121 Wayne Rd, Ro-
mulus, MI 48174. Showing
"Episode V – The Empire Strikes
Back" & "Episode VI – Return of
the Jedi" (both PG). All ages
welcome. Do not leave children
unattended.

Ready to Read Story Time!
Every Wednesday until February
24, 2016 at 10:30 AM. We will be
playing, reading, crafting, and
snacking each and every week!
Ages 0-4 are welcome to attend.

TAYLOR
DRIVE-THROUGH Living Nativ-
ity December 18-20
Experience the real meaning of
Christmas with actors and live
animals at the drive-through Liv-
ing Nativity at New Hope Assem-
bly of God, 14000 Racho Road,
just north of Southland Center.
The nativity will be open from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

START SHOPPING and leave
the kids with us!
Going shopping and need a
place to drop the kids off? The
Taylor Recreation Center offers
an answer.
Santa's Elves will be at the TRC
(22805 Goddard Road) on De-
cember 19 at 8:00 PM! Christ-
mas-themed crafts, games,
movies and snacks will be of-
fered to your children while you
shop.

SANTA'S MAGIC FOREST is
open
Santa's Magic Forest will be
open through December 22 in
the Heritage Park Activities
Building, 12111 Pardee Road. It
will be open Fridays (5-8 p.m.)

Saturdays (1-8 p.m.) and Sun-
days (1-7 p.m.) every weekend
(times change to 1-7 p.m. on
December 21 and 22). Special
hours during Reindeer Days at
the Heritage Park Petting Farm
are noon to 8 p.m..
WINTER SOCCER registration
ends December 21
TSX Winter Soccer registration
ends on December 21. 
Various formats and age groups
are available. 
The season begins in January. 
For more, call (734) 374-8900
Ext. 2354 or email
gmatthews@ci.taylor.mi.us.

WAYNE
New Year, New Job! Career
Expo will feature recruiters from
50 companies for experienced
candidates, interns, entry-level,
and blue collar in various fields.
The expo will take place on De-
cember 30, 2015 from 9AM-
3PM at Embassy Suites Hotel
located at 28100 Franklin Road,
Southfield MI 48034. For more
information, call 734-956-4550,
ext. 1.
The schedule is as follows:
10:00-10:15 AM – How to write
the perfect resume & cover let-
ter
10:15-10:30 AM – How to build
interview preparation checklist
2:00-2:15 PM – Effective job
search techniques to get you
hired
2:15 – 2:30 – How to connect
with recruiters using twitter

Golden Hour Club
Thursday, December 24, 2015
11:00am - 12:00pm.
Meet every 2nd & 4th Thursday
for a Potluck Luncheon/Busi-
ness meeting. Membership is
open to anyone 50 years and
up. If you are not a member and
would like to see what Golden
Hour is all about, call 721-7460
or stop by on Thursday at 11:00
AM and be our guest. 
Location : Recreation & Exer-
cise Club, 4635 Howe Road,
Wayne, MI 48184, United States

Business Empowerment Meet-
ing
Monday, December 21, 2015
from 6-7PM
Wayne Main Street’s Business
Empowerment meeting will dis-
cuss ongoing projects on revital-
izing Downtown Wayne. Public
is welcome!
Location: 35000 Sims St, Wayne
MI 48184 

Bingo
Thursday, December 24, 2015
from 1:15-2:15. Open to public.
$50 jackpot. Building is a smoke
free facility. Refreshments avail-
able for purchase, For more in-

formation call 734-721-7460.
Located at the Recreation &
Exercise Club, 4635 Howe
Road, Wayne MI 48184

WESTLAND
Christmas Caroling at the
Senior Center on December
18, 2015 from 1-2PM. Lo-
cated at the Friendship Cen-
ter on 1119 Newburgh. 
Join us for an old fashioned
afternoon of caroling and cel-
ebrating the Christmas Sea-
son.
Christmas Refreshments
provided. Sign up at the
Friendship Center.

Friday Night Movie
December 18, 2015 at 6:30
PM at the Westland Public

TELEGRAM COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR

Small business owners
bring holiday cheer to 

local children
By Shelby Jefferson – Telegram Staff Reporter

we thought we’d try some-
thing different by contacting
small businesses to get in on
everything and invest in the
community,” said Bowdler.
“We already have children se-
lected from Ann Visger Ele-
mentary School, and others
who we know need help from
various parts of the city. We’re
now working on getting even
more businesses to contribute
so that we can assist addi-
tional kids this Christmas.
We’ll take as many as we can
get.”  
This week, Caudill worked
tirelessly to make this happen,
securing contributions from
several other companies,
while also venturing store to
store to purchase Christmas
gifts for area youth. In the
end, Caudill looks forward to
touching lives as we enter the
holiday season. 
“I’ve done this for years on my
own, but this time around, I
wanted to give a little more to
the kids. That’s why we’re
reaching out for additional do-
nations,” he said. “I constantly
see kids in my own city that
really need help, and families
simply trying to get by. I want
to be able to give to children
and families who really need
help during the holidays. And
not just one or two gifts like a
football or a coloring book.
This year, I want to provide a
variety of gifts to lift their spir-
its. 
“I really look forward to seeing
the smiles on these kids’
faces; that in itself brings the
greatest amount of joy.”  

For additional questions,
please call Mr. K’s Bar and
Grill at 313-849-3376.

Library located at 6123 Cen-
tral City Pkwy.
The fun begins with a trivia
contest and the film starts at 7
p.m. Showing the Tom Cruise
film "Mission Impossible -
Rogue Nation." Refreshments
are available and this movie is
rated PG-13.

Christmas Ice Exhibition
December 20, 2015 from
10:00 A.M. - 11:20 A.M. Lo-
cated at Mike Modano Ice
Arena on 6210 Wildwood.
Join the US Figure Skating
Club for this annual Ice Exhi-
bition.

Westland City Council Meet-
ing will occur December 21,
2015 at 7 PM at the Council
Chambers of Westland City
Hall located on 36300 Warren
Road.
This Westland City Council
meets twice a month.

WYANDOTTE
Wyandotte Business Associa-
tion Third Friday
Friday, December 18, 2015
from 5:00-9:00pm throughout
downtown Wyandotte. Many
of the shops and restaurants
in the downtown district stay
open later than usual, offer
giveaways, specials and dis-
counts on these nights. In ad-
dition, there is musical
entertainment and horse and
carriage rides throughout the
downtown district.  For more
information please visit
www.wyandottebiz.org.
Over $2,000 in Gift Cards &
Prizes to Win! For $1 pur-
chase a sheet of tickets & visit
participating businesses to de-
posit your tickets in the prize
baskets of your choice! There
are no limit on how many
sheets you can purchase!

Wyandotte Museums Open
House
Friday, December 18, 2015
from 5:30-8:30 and Saturday,
December 19, 2015 from
noon-4:00PM. Join us for a
special holiday celebration at
the Ford-MacNichol Home.
Step back in time with us as
we recreate a turn-of-the-cen-
tury Christmas with the cus-
tom and décor of days gone
by. Free admission to the Mu-
seum during the event! Lo-
cated at the Museum Campus
on 2610 Biddle Ave., Wyan-
dotte MI 48192.

City Council Meeting
Monday, December 21, 2015
at 7:00pm in the Council
Chambers located on 3200
Biddle Ave, Suite 300, Wyan-
dotte MI 48192 

If you are having an event and
would like to have it listed in
our Community Events,
please send information to at
info@telegramnews.net

Larry Caudill stands with some of the gifts purchased for
Rouge children

On Friday, small businesses
from River Rouge will hold a
Christmas fundraiser at Mr.
K’s Bar and Grill, located at
142 E. Great Lakes Street.
The initiative, No Kids With-
out a Christmas, will collect
gifts for youth in need dur-
ing the holiday season  
Everyone from the commu-
nity is welcome to attend for
a $5 cover, and will jam to
the sounds of the city’s own
Don Doop and the Inside
Outlaws during the six hour
long benefit. Children’s gifts
or monetary donations are
welcome, and will be pre-
sented to various Rouge
children right before Christ-
mas. 
“On December 23rd, we’ll
have Santa and the com-
munity deliver these gifts to
each of the kid’s homes for
Christmas,” said Bridgette
Bowdler, owner of Big Time
Auto Sales. 
The project started several
years ago by Mr. K’s owner,
Larry Caudill, when he col-
lected donations from sev-
eral small businesses
including DTE, Fritz Iron
Works, U.S. Gypsum, Mc-
Donald’s, Big Time Auto
Sales, Fast Time Towing,
Mr. K’s, OJ’s Marathon and
Hi Side Services, Classic
Printing, Ace Hardware,
Michigan Screenprint,
Rouge Bar and Grill, Mike’s
Electrical and Girrbach-Kra-
sun Funeral Home. More
than 50 children have been
chosen to receive presents,
though contributions from
additional businesses would
allow the initiative to touch
even more families. 
“Larry has been helping kids
for a while now, but this year

GIVING CIRCLE
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News from the Ethel Stevenson
Senior Center of Ecorse

By Earleen McDaniel - Contributing Writer

The holiday season is upon us.
The lights are going up on
homes and businesses all over
the city even city hall.  The
center’s Birthday Club is once
again sponsoring a contest for
the best decorated home or
business. Entry forms can be
picked up at the Center. Dead
line for signing up is December
22.   The winners will receive
cash prizes  Last year’s win-
ners were pleasingly surprised. 

The Senior Citizen Christmas
Party will be held at Ecorse
High School on December 21.
This free event is held annually
and well attended. The doors
open at 11:00am. The party
will begin at 1:00pm.  There
will be food, entertainment,
and gifts. 

The Craft Class has been
working on Christmas wreaths
for the holiday season. They
are doing some lovely work.
There is still room for newcom-
ers. You may not feel you have
the skills but Mrs. King is a pa-
tient instructor. Come try it out.

It is now official. Beginning
January 11, 2016, the exercise
class will have two days, Mon-
days and Thursdays at

1:00pm. There is plans
through the Kidney foundation
to also provide Yoga and
water aerobics also.  

The trip to Frankenmuth was
an exciting time of getting to
know each other and having
fun. Everyone had great time
as they took off on their on to
explore the shops and restau-
rants. More trips and events
are being planned. 

Don't forget the food distribu-
tion programs. Some require
registering in advance but oth-
ers just require your pres-
ence. 

Come join us. There is some-
thing for everyone to do or in-
formation to make your life
easier. The Center will provide
transportation. We are looking
forward to seeing you at the
Center.

Wishing you a happy holiday
season and a prosperous
New Year from everyone at
the senior center.   

The Center is located at 4072
W. Jefferson in Ecorse.  You
can reach to Center at 313-
382-3305.  

Christmas Gift Ideas
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in

the grid.The remaining 13 letters spell an additional
Christmas gift idea. 

MONEY 
MOVIE
MUSIC
NECKLACE
NECKTIE
PANTS
PENDANT
PERFUME
PLANT
SCARF
SHIRT
SLIPPERS  
SNEAKERS
SOCKS
STUFFED ANIMAL
SWEATER
TELEVISION
TOOL SET
TOY
TREE ORNAMENT
WATCH
WINE  

BAKING
BELT
BOOK
BRACELET
CANDLES
CANDY
CHOCOLATES
CLOTHES
COFFEE MAKER
COFFEE MUG
COLOGNE 
COOKIES
DOLL
EARRINGS
ELECTRONICS
FLOWERS
GAME
GIFT BASKET
GIFT CARD
HERBAL TEAS
JEWELRY

SENIOR NEWS
ance on June 30, 2014, which
was $389,350. Mayor Rick Sol-
lars’ administration, elected in
November 2013, took over a
negative unassigned fund bal-
ance of $3,309,691 and the City
was operating under a State of
Michigan-mandated Deficit
Elimination Plan (DEP). The
DEP was lifted nearly two years
ahead of schedule, thanks to
last year’s audit.

Mayor Sollars cautions against
any overly optimistic view of the
City’s fiscal situation, and cred-
its common-sense business
practices and conservative fi-
nancial measures for getting
Taylor to this point. He also
takes note that the current audit
does not include the majority of
the new business development
taking place in the community.
Business development is boom-
ing in Taylor, especially in the
Eureka Road retail corridor, with
huge investments by Southland
Center and Menards leading the
way.

“While we now have a small
fund balance, we must continue
to employ the practices that
helped us get there,” he said.
“We cannot digress. There is a
great future ahead for the City of
Taylor.”

Some of the factors that went
into Taylor’s financial turnaround
include: Resolving labor con-
tracts; negotiating modest wage
increases; reducing longevity
and minimum staffing provi-
sions; and adding cost-sharing
to retirement packages. The
City has also been conservative
in adding staff. 

The financial audits of the City
budget have improved dramati-
cally over the past two years,
thanks mainly to the work of
Chief Financial Officer Jason
Couture and his Budget & Fi-
nance staff. After registering
eight material weaknesses in
the 2013 audit process, those
were narrowed to just one last
year. “Our goal is to get to zero,”
Mayor Sollars said.

Additional offshoots of the City’s
improved financial picture have
included a constant upgrading
of Taylor’s financial ratings by
Fitch and Standard & Poor’s, in-
cluding bonds that were up-
graded to investor status earlier
this year (a key to develop-
ment).

According to Plante Moran, the
current unassigned is approxi-
mately 12 percent of the City’s
annual operating budget. The
auditors and best practices
state that an organization’s
unassigned fund balance
should be somewhere between
15 and 30 percent on an annual
basis. A reasonable fund bal-
ance for Taylor, according to
Mayor Sollars, should be ap-
proximately $6M. 

Plante Moran, the 11th largest
certified public accounting and
business advisory firm in the
United States, offering audit, ac-
counting, tax and business ad-
visory consulting services. The
firm recommends that the City
maintain a structural surplus
and only use its fund balance for
capital improvements or one-
time expenditures.

Taylor
From Page 1A

ALIGNMENT
HIGH SPEED BALANCE
BRAKES & MUFFLERS
SHOCKS & STRUTS
AXLES
MINOR REPAIRS

K. DREW        313-478-6299
J. DREW         313-412-7258

WE BUY JUNK CARS!!
2681 S Schaefer  Detroit 48217

D & J TIRES AND TOWING
NEW & USED TIRES * FLAT REPAIR

STYLES OF FASHION
SHIRTS, TIES & CUFFLINKS

Bring in this Ad for 20% Off

Two Locations
Detroit Location

18461 W. McNichols Detroit -
48219

River Rouge Location
Telegram Business Center

10748 W. Jefferson Ave Suite #204 PLACE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS GREETING

IN THE TELEGRAM
NEWSPAPER’S 

CHRISTMAS 
EDITION

ON DECEMBER 24TH

For more details call
313-928-2955

or telegram@telegramnews.net



REGISTER TO WIN a 
family 4 pack of TICKETS  TO 
WLIVE HOLIDAY TOUR 
NAME; ______________________________

ADDRESS:  ______________________________________
CITY: ___________________________________________________

PHONE:  _______________________________________
Send to:  Telegram    10748 W. Jefferson  River Rouge, MI  48218
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK Chang
From Page 2A

My legislation will maintain this
law which helps keep our neigh-
borhoods safe, but create a
"personal use" exemption for
controlled substances.  

Letter to DPS Emergency
Manager about the Need for
Bilingual School Staff
Yesterday, Representative Fred
Durhal III and I sent a letter to
Darnell Earley, the Emergency
Manager of Detroit Public
Schools (DPS), urging the reten-
tion of bilingual clerical staff at
six schools in our district. As
DPS endures another round of
cuts, it is important to ensure
that children from limited English
proficient families don't suffer
from the loss of the clerical and
support staff who translate nec-
essary communication to par-
ents about school events,
transportation, homework, after-
school activities, and schedul-
ing. Parental involvement is
critical to student success and
Representative Durhal and I
urged DPS to keep the needs of
bilingual families in mind. I am
also concerned about any po-
tential civil rights violations. For
more information, click here.

Local Control Restored to
River Rouge/ Bills to Reform

to EM laws 

This week the Michigan Depart-
ment of Treasury announced
that after performing well and
making significant financial and
budgetary reforms, local control
is restored to the city of River
Rouge. Congratulations to
Mayor Bowdler, the city council
and residents of River Rouge. In
related news, in December I
joined Representative Frank
Liberati to introduce a pair of
bills to reform Michigan's "Emer-
gency Manger" law. My bill, HB
5100 would limit the role a for-
mer emergency manager would
have as part of a Receivership
Transition Advisory Board. I look
forward to working on this com-
mon sense reform measure with
my colleagues in 2016.  

Statement about Syrian
Refugees
On November 16,  I released a
statement about my disappoint-
ment about the governor's call to
halt Michigan's efforts to resettle
Syrian refugees in Michigan.
Michigan is supposed to be a
welcoming state. Providing as-
sistance to those fleeing crisis in
their home country should be a
priority if we are truly to be a pro-
immigrant, pro-refugee state.
Together with several partnering
organizations, my office
launched a “Standing Strong,
Respecting Michigan” pledge to
reaffirm our commitment to a
welcoming Michigan and to
stand against any attacks on or
threats against individuals or
places of worship because of
their faith, refugee status, or eth-
nicity. 

Straight-Ticket Voting 
Elimination Bill

On Wednesday, I voted no on
Senate Bill 13, which would
eliminate straight ticket voting as
an option in Michigan. Approxi-

mately half of all Michigan vot-
ers, of all political affiliations,
use straight-ticket voting. I am
extremely concerned that get-
ting rid of straight-ticket voting
will increase lines and wait
times at polls, making voting a
burden on people who have to
get to work or come home to
care for family. 

It has been an honor to serve
you in 2015 and I am looking
forward to continuing the work
in 2016.  Happy Holidays!
Sincerely,

State Representative
Stephanie Chang

6th House District

Wayne County Executive Warren Evans (center) stops in for a return visit with
the Romulus Ministerial Alliance during their monthly meeting.  Evans gave an
update on Wayne County and answered numerous questions from the local

pastors and Romulus community members.  The meeting was held at Pente-
cost Missionary Baptist Church.  Mr. Evans said he would return in the near

future.  His goal is to keep the lines of communication open.



Let’s be role models
to the kids

in the community
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ALIGNMENT
HIGH SPEED BALANCE
BRAKES & MUFFLERS
SHOCKS & STRUTS
AXLES
MINOR REPAIRS

K. DREW        313-478-6299
J. DREW         313-412-7258

M. PRATHER         313-

WE BUY JUNK CARS!!
2681 S Schaefer  Detroit 48217

D & J TIRES AND TOWING
NEW & USED TIRES * FLAT REPAIR

6450 MICHIGAN AVE  48210

**NEWLOCATION**

2014 Winner for Best Docudrama from
the African-NAFCA

This fantastic film is b
on true stories about
overcoming abuse.

Featuring:
Kym Whitley, Tiny Liste

K.D. Aubert,
and title track by Celine

FREE movie screening for t
entire community!

(children under 14 years of age not perm

Don’t miss this historic e

View the trailer at www.nutrendproductions.com or
www.silentnomorethemovie.com.

Presented by:

Shop Local
From Page 1A

a-kind and unforgettable
gifts this season. From the
gift shop with handmade
crafts made by neighbor-
hood artisans to the book-
shop selling the works of
local authors, shopping at
small businesses means
encountering items on sale
that you won’t find else-
where.

If you are shopping for
someone who seemingly
has everything, going local
can help you get inspired.

Consider doing your holiday
shopping a bit differently
this year, by making a point
of supporting small, local

businesses.

Give Great Books to Kids this Holiday

for faster sales and fewer
transactional snafus. For in-
stance, these terminals
come equipped with a bat-
tery to protect memory data
in the event of a power fail-
ure, and offer efficient store
operations by eliminating
common hardware prob-
lems experienced with PC
based hardware.

Such information terminals
are transforming retail man-
agement by offering small
businesses a chance to bet-
ter compete against their
big box counterparts.

Exclusive Items

Make a splash with one-of-(StatePoint) For a merry holi-

day season, fun new books
make great gifts for kids. Don’t
know what’s the latest and
greatest in the world of kid’s lit-
erature?

Here are four new titles to con-
sider for the young book lovers
in your life:

A Classic, Retold

“Home Alone,” which arrived in
theaters 25 years ago, is one
of the top grossing live-action
comedies of all time. Now, il-
lustrator Kim Smith has
reimagined the John Hughes
story as a classic Christmas
fable. “Home Alone: The Clas-
sic Illustrated Storybook”
comes complete with bumbling
burglars, brilliant booby-traps,
and a little boy named Kevin
who’s forced to fend for him-
self. Through a series of comic
adventures, Kevin learns les-
sons about responsibility and
the importance of family.

Serial Adventure

Followers of the Miss Pere-
grine series will be excited to
receive The Miss Peregrine’s
Peculiar Children Boxed Set
featuring all three novels in the
series, including the newly re-
leased “Library of Souls: The
Third Novel of Miss Pere-
grine’s Peculiar Children.” This
action-packed series includes

a special collector's envelope
of 12 peculiar photographs,
highlighting the most memo-
rable moments of this extraor-
dinary three-volume fantasy.

Spooky Mystery

Meet Warren the 13th, of “War-
ren the 13th and the All-Seeing
Eye,” a cursed 12-year-old Vic-
torian bellhop who’s terribly un-
lucky, yet perpetually optimistic,
hard-working, and curious. Or-
phan Warren’s pride and joy is
his family’s hotel, but he’s been
miserable ever since his evil
Aunt Annaconda took over the
management.

Annaconda believes a mysteri-
ous treasure is hidden some-
where on the grounds, and
she’ll do anything to find it. If
Warren wants to preserve his
family’s legacy, he’ll need to
find the treasure first -- if the
hotel’s many strange guests
don’t beat him to it!

This middle-grade adventure
features illustrations on every
page and a lavish two-column
Victorian design.

True Tales for Athletes

Help make every goal, touch-
down, and championship of all
the greats comes to life, from
Babe Ruth (so incorrigible that
his parents put him in reform
school at age seven) to

Muhammad Ali (who learned
to fight at age 12 after a thief
stole his bicycle). “Kid Ath-
letes” is packed with inspira-
tional stories from the world
of sports, sharing tales from
the childhoods of famous
athletes.

Billie Jean King rose from
modest circumstances to win
39 Grand Slam champi-
onships; Wilma Rudolph tri-
umphed over polio to
become the fastest woman
on earth; and martial arts leg-
end Bruce Lee credited his
success, in part, to childhood
dance lessons.

Have lit lovers on your list?
While a gift card to a book re-
tailer is nice, you can put
even more thought into the
present with a new exciting
title.



Are you your 
Brother’s Keepers??

We must work together to 
keep us safe

Have you 
visited the 

Telegram
Business
Center?

10748 W. Jefferson
River Rouge, MI

48218

Telegram Business
Center  

“Where Dreams come
ALIVE”

Call about leasing
a space, hosting a 
seminar, having a

virtual office,
having an event or

a meeting

313-928-2955.
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The Return of the River Rouge
Basketball Legacy

By LaTasha Johnson - Contributing Writer

The Party Over for the Lions This
Year

By Butch Davis - Sports Reporter

that we have gentlemen and
men that can play this game
and our charge is to win. We
don’t look for any excuses or
anything of that nature and
that’s what I would consider
to be an excuse.”
Eric Ebron should have more
responsibility for these last
three games, because tight
end Brandon Pettigrew is out
for the season after tearing
his anterior cruciate ligament
against the Rams.  Coach
Jim Caldwell confirmed the
severity of Pettigrew's left
knee injury this past Monday.
Pettigrew will finish the sea-
son with a career-low seven
catches.
The Detroit Lions return to
ESPN’s Monday Night Foot-
ball for the second time this
season to take on the New
Orleans Saints in Week 15.
The Lions travel to New Or-
leans following the loss at St.
Louis in Week 14, while the
Saints are coming off a 24-17
win over Tampa Bay. Mon-
day’s game marks the first
time Detroit and New Orleans
have ever met on MNF, as
the Lions hold a 13-17-1 all-
time record on the Monday
Night stage.  The two teams
met last season (10/19/14) as
Detroit claimed victory in a
24-23 thiller at Ford Field.
New Orleans leads the all-
time series with Detroit, 11-
10-1.

The Detroit Lions must all
come to grips with the fact
their season will end when
the regular season does.  It
was clear when Detroit lost
its first five games that the
Lions were questionable to
make the playoffs, however
only now is that a mathemat-
ical certainty.  Detroit lost 21-
14 at St. Louis this past
weekend. 
Lions Head Coach Jim Cald-
well spoke to us, the media,
this past Monday to answer
questions.  On why the of-
fense struggled to get the ball
down the field:  “Obviously,
those are difficult passes to
complete consistently any-
way. The percentages on
those aren’t very great. We
just had a couple – There’s a
variety of different reasons.
You got pressure, route run-
ning, accuracy, all of those
things played a part.” On if he
feels like he’s reached his
coaching goals here:  “I cer-
tainly still make that claim
today. That’s always our goal
and aim and we did that last
year. This year is a different
year, we haven’t done it.  So
we’re working hard to get
ourselves in position to do it
and do it more consistently.”
On if the losses on the offen-
sive and defensive lines hurt
the team more than antici-
pated:  “No. I don’t ever look
at anything that way. I think

I Butch Davis dedicate my contributions in the
Telegram News this week to the late and great Reg-
gie Hall who educated me and many of my col-
league’s in broadcast journalism in Metro Detroit with
a “No Fluff” way of generating the news to life while
interning at WXYZ CHANNEL 7, 1998-99.  Titan
Reggie you will be missed.

The MHSAA (Michigan High School Athlete
Association) Girls and Boys Varsity Basketball 

season has begun.
Here is this week’s girls and boys varsity basketball schedule

for the Telegram News reading area below.

Basketball (Girls)      12/17,
4:00 PM   Detroit Cass Tech at Detroit Cody
12/17 7:00 PM    Lincoln Park at Dearborn Heights Annapolis
7:00 PM    Dearborn Fordson at Dearborn Heights Crestwood
7:00 PM    Garden City at Taylor Truman
12/18
4:30 PM    Romulus Summit Academy at Detroit Cesar Chavez

Academy -
5:30 PM    Southfield Christian at Melvindale Academy for Busi-

ness & Tech
6:30 PM   Melvindale at Allen Park Inter-City Baptist
6:45 PM   Riverview at Dearborn Fordson
12/19
9:00 AM   Detroit Central Collegiate at River Rouge
2:15 PM   Southfield at Dearborn Heights Robichaud
4:00 PM   Trenton at Riverview Gabriel Richard

Basketball (Boys) 
12/17, 4:30 PM   Hamtramck Frontier International at Dearborn

Hts Star International
7:00 PM    Flat Rock at Allen Park
7:00 PM    Taylor Truman at Garden City
7:00 PM    Dearborn Heights Annapolis at Riverview
12/18
6:00 PM   Romulus Summit Academy at Detroit Cesar Chavez

Academy
7:30 PM   Riverview Gabriel Richard at Allen Park Cabrini
7:30 PM   Dearborn Heights Crestwood at Dearborn Divine Child
8:30 PM   Melvindale at Allen Park Inter-City Baptist 
12/19
2:40 PM   Melvindale Academy for Business & Tech at Ypsilanti
Arbor Prep
4:20 PM   Onsted at Riverview Gabriel Richard
8:00 PM   River Rouge at Redford Union
12/20
6:00 PM   Detroit Western International at  North Farmington
TBA Detroit Cass Tech at Orchard Lake St Mary's

River Rouge Basketball is the
gold standard in the state of
Michigan with 14 Champi-
onships.  Coach LaMonta
Stone is doing what he does
best, preparing his team to for
another championship chase.
Coach Stone believes cham-
pionships are what define the
tradition of River Rouge bas-
ketball and this edition is start-
ing the season with high
rankings.  

Currently ranked #18 in the
Detroit News regardless of
the class, and #2 in Class B
according to Inside Prep Bas-
ketball, Coach Stone said he
is developing a championship
culture and ensuring his team
understands that the mindset
needed to become champi-

ons.  

Coach Stone decided it was
time to return home after 15
years of coaching college
basketball.   With a deeper
understanding of the game
and an even greater passion
for helping young men de-
velop, he coached the Boys
Varsity to an 18-6 record and
a District Championship.

Coach Stone said River
Rouge School District is pro-
ducing more than just ath-
letes, we are producing
scholar-athletes in all sports.
The 2014-15 Panther Varsity
Team had 5 seniors that have
continued to play at the colle-
giate level: Jalen Gibson,
University of Detroit Mercy;

LaMonta Stone II, Eastern
Michigan University; Amir
Poole, Sienna Heights Uni-
versity; Tracey Freeman,
Northland Junior College; and
Maurice Witherspoon, Iowa
Tech.

With a young but talented
team, Coach Stone returns
Senior Javon Lawrence,
along with juniors Darian
Owens-White and Delantae
Peterson from last year’s
team.  The Panthers opened
the season with a 44-42 win
over Detroit Cass Tech and a
49-48 home opening win
against The Jalen Rose Lead-
ership Academy of Detroit.

LaMonta Stone is demanding
and relentless in his pursuit of
athletic and academic excel-
lence.  His ultimate goal be-
yond basketball
championships is to ensure
every student-athlete receives
an academic or athletic schol-
arship to ensure they are able
to become industry leaders in
whatever they choose.

Reggie Hall

Coach Lamonta Stone and the 2015-16 River Rouge High School basketball team



SUPPORT OUR KIDS.
THEY NEED US!
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Yesterday Evening; our fami-
lies had "A Minute to Win It" at
the River Rouge STEM Acad-
emy.  We utilized everyday
items such as spoons, pencils
and ping pongs to create an
engaging family night of fun.
Our hallways were trans-
formed into challenges and
every contestant was given a
minute to complete each task.   

In a nutshell, it was a lot of
good, old fashioned FUN! 

Minute to win it at STEM

When it comes to parent en-
gagement, the research is
clear: when schools, families,
and communities support
each other, students of all
backgrounds and ability levels
achieve at the highest levels.  

Thank you River Rouge Fam-
ily for your ongoing support;
your commitment to our vision
and the time that you've in-
vested in us, our students and
our families! 

Former NFL Player 
participates at the 

Amistad Reading program
Special to the Telegram Newspaper

DETROIT - What happens
when you put a NFL Veteran
with 16 grade school children?
They ask every question
under the sun especially about
football.
December 1st was a special
day for the students of the
Amistad Reading Program.
The Amistad Reading Project
is an afterschool program at
SS Andrew & Benedict
Church, most of the students
come from New Paradigm
College Prep. Academy on
Beatrice Street in SW Detroit.
Rob Sims a 9 year veteran of
the NFL was the guest reader.
Rob Sims was drafted by the
Seattle Seahawks in 2006,
playing there through 2009.
Sims retired from the Lions in
2014 after six seasons in De-
troit.

Sims, a fierce gridiron competi-
tor is an equally fierce advo-
cate for children.  His love for
children is why he came to SS
Andrew and Benedict to read
to the after school reading pro-
gram and to encourage read-
ing as a lifestyle. Sims read
three stories and fielded vari-
ous questions from seeing gi-
ants to his football salary.

Rob Sims is the chair of the
Detroit Police Athletic League
1000 Kid Challenge.  A pro-
gram designed to raise
$250,000.00 for sports pro-
grams for youth in Detroit.
Sims was accompanied by Sgt.
Dennis Perkins of Detroit PAL,
who helped to explain the pur-
pose of PAL and the benefits of
playing sports.  With physical
fitness, alert minds and work-
ing as a team; everybody wins!

Former NFL Player, Rob Sims reads to kids in aftr school program

Govenor
Rick Snyder
signs bill - 

Retired teachers

can return
to the 

classroom 

LANSING-Teachers who
have retired from the profes-
sion can return to work with-
out sacrificing pension and
health care benefits if they
are teaching in a critical
shortage area, under legisla-
tion signed today by Gov.
Rick Snyder.

“Retired educators are a
valuable resource,” Snyder
said. “Having them back in
the classroom will assist
schools in filling critical short-
age areas where their knowl-
edge will greatly benefit
today’s students.”

House Bill 4059, sponsored
by state Rep. Holly Hughes,
directs the state superinten-
dent to publish a list of critical
shortage disciplines and post
the information on the Michi-
gan Department of Education
website. The bill reflects a
state law that expired due to
a sunset provision. It is now
Public Act 219 of 2015.

The governor today also
signed House Bill 4843, au-
thored by state Rep. Al
Pscholka, which creates a
Good Samaritan exemption
from criminal penalties for
certain drug offenses for mi-
nors who present themselves
or another person for medical
assistance due to a prescrip-
tion drug overdose. It reflects
current law that is in place for
minors who seek assistance
for someone in danger of
dying from alcohol intoxica-
tion. The bill was approved
unanimously in both cham-
bers and is now PA 220.

For more information on this
and other legislation, please

visit www.legislature.mi.gov.

Students pay attention and listen as the story is
read to them

Photos by Mr. B
Fun and Technology come together to help kids learn
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Follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/telegramnews

Join our Facebook 
Fan page 

www.facebook.com/telegramnews

Check out our website
www.telegramnews.net

YES, Start my Subscription
Today!

DON’T MISS A WEEK OF YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Name:_________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________City:____________State:_____Zip:______

Telephone__________________Email:_______________________(optional)

Credit Card:__________________________EXP Date:_____ CVC _______ 
Complete form and mail check or money order to: 

P.O. Box 29085, River Rouge, MI 48218
If you have any questions please call 313-928-2955

*Home Delivery is only available in the cities that we distribute in*

3 month Home Delivery $8.00 
6 Months Home Delivery $15.00
1 Year Home Delivery $26.00 

3 Month  First Class Mail $25.00
6 MonthsFirst Class Mail $40.00
1 Year First Class Mail $65.00

CO-OP 
AVAILABLEAcross the Park 

Apartments

NEWLY REMODELED
APARTMENTS

Spacious 1 bedroom
apartments 

Available for  62 and
older or Handicapped &

Disabled.

COME SEE OUR
MODEL

Rent is based on 
income.  

Heat & water included.
Activity Room & 

Laundry facilities on site
(313) 382-3201

TTY-1-800-567-5857
M-F  8-5  

Equal Housing Opportunity

APT FOR RENT

WELLESLEY 
TOWNHOUSES 
COOPERATIVE

1 BEDRM RANCH 
TOWNHOMES

$490/Month
2 BEDRM TOWNHOMES

STARTING FROM
$505/Month

For more information call
(734) 729-3328

Equal Housing Opportunity

HELP WANTED  *  HELP WANTED  

DIRECT CARE WORKER
SELF STARTER

MUST BE RESPONSIBLE/PART TIME HELP DE-
VELOPMENTAL DISABLED CLIENTS.

CERTIFICATION BY CLS/MORC/WAYNE 
CENTER OR NSO

CONTACT
WANDA BOHAGEN 313-838-5219
MARILYN DAVIS      734-753-5638
BEVERLY BRIGGS  734-282-0230

Telegram Newspaper Classifieds
APT  FOR RENT

LOSE UP TO 30LBS. IN 30 DAYS!
All Natural Weight Loss & Health Products

100% 30-day Money Back Guarantee
www.billington.firstfitness.com

www.billingtonweightlossproducts.com
(248) 506-6703 - 

Michael B.

LOOSE WEIGHT

ITEMS FOR SALE

HOME FOR RENT

HELP WANTED
HOME OWNERS
OPPORTUNITY

SUMBY SENIOR 
HOUSING

RIVER ROUGE
1 bedroom apartment

Available for 62 year old

Rent is based on income

313-357-2891

Equal Housing Opportunity

APT FOR RENT

Maintenance Tech: 
Great Pay / Benefits. 

APPLY 
www.durhamschoolser-

vices.com 
36540 Grant Road, 
Romulus, MI 48174.
734-532-1600 Ext. 4

One bedroom apartment
for rent in River Rouge.
Water and appliances
provided, $400.00 per

month plus security
required.  

Contact, 248-250-4147

HOME OWNERS
OPPORTUNITY

is coming to the City of
Ecorse. Agreement for 

deed  program, 
NO MONEY DOWN,
NO CREDIT CHECK.

Application is now being
accepted, 

call 313-964-6884.

3 bedroom house on 
Bassett 4 rent $700.00
immed occupancy and

Call 313-728-2140

for more info.

4 Unit Apartment for
Sale 35k in Ecorse, 

Great potential.
Call 313-728-2140

for more info.

APT BLDG  FOR SALE

ECORSE HOME
3 pos 4 bedroom

Bilevel - 
Across from school

Immediate Occupancy
Call 313-460-0969

SR1119

Drivers & Owner
Operators. Local/OTR.
Great Pay, Benefits,
and Sign on Bonus!

Haul automotive
freight. Universal 

Dedicated. EJ 
586-834-4064

HAVING AN EVENT?  
THE TELEGRAM CAN HELP YOU

INFORM THE COMMUNITY.
SEND US AN EMAIL OR DROP THE

INFORMATION  BY THE OFFICE 
WE ARE EVERYWHERE!

Absolutely Brand New
QUEEN PILLOW TOPS

Mattress Set, Still In Fac-
tory Wrapper, Never
Been Used No Room 

To Store  $195 
Call 734-219-9715!

CITY OF ROMULUS PUBLIC NOTICE

SUBSCRIBE TODAY  FOR 
HOME/BUSINESS  DELIVERY 

OF THE TELEGRAM

313-928-2955

CITY OF ROMULUS

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

Charles Sabadash Jr. – 28666 Hildebrandt
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2016

Notice is hereby given that the City of Romulus will hold a public hearing at 7:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, January 6, 2016 for the purpose of considering a variance request for
BZA-2015-024; Charles Sabadash Jr.  The public hearing will be held at the Romulus
City Hall Council Chambers, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus MI  48174-1485.

The Board of Zoning Appeals has set the public hearing to consider the following vari-
ance:

1.Side Yard Setback Variance. A variance from Section 8.04(b)(3) of the Zoning Or-
dinance is requested to allow a 0-foot side yard setback for outdoor storage; a setback
of 10 feet is required.

The subject property is located at 28666 Hildebrandt. DP#82-80-05099-0009-006

Copies of the application are available for review at City Hall during regular business
hours. All interested parties are encouraged to attend and will be given an opportunity
to comment on said request.  Written comments may be submitted until 12:00 noon,
Wednesday, January 6, 2016 and should be addressed to Carol Maise, City Planner,
Planning Department, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, MI  48174-1485.

Ellen Craig-Bragg, City Clerk
City of Romulus, Michigan

Publish:  December 17, 2015

CITY OF INKSTER
In accordance with the City of Inkster City Charter Chapter 7, Sec. 7.9;

an abstract of the proceedings of
the December 7, 2015 Regular Council Meeting is hereby published.

APPROVED:
Approval of the agenda.
Approval of the Consent Agenda.
Approval of a Special Conditions Use for a daycare facility.
Approval to join SEMCOG and appoint member.
Approval to apply for two 2016 Assistance to Firefighter’s Grant.
Table of three charter amendments to be placed on the March 8, 2015 
Ballot.

Felicia Rutledge
City Clerk

CITY OF INKSTER PUBLIC NOTICE
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Inside|Out Display
From Page 1A

the fabulous collection here
and bring it right to them – es-
pecially those who have never
visited the museum before.
We also love to do this be-
cause it gives us a chance to
support arts and cultural pro-
gramming already established
within these particular commu-
nities. During the spring and
summer, many cities hold out-
door concerts or art fairs, so
they can add Inside|Out to
provide pop up art from the
DIA. It’s a great tool for com-
munity engagement.”
Inside|Out will come to Ecorse
in Spring 2016, while River
Rouge participates that sum-
mer. Each community will re-
ceive 7 to 12 art reproductions
for a total of three months, all
of which derive from the DIA’s
original collection. Specifics
on display locations or pieces
granted to each city remain
undetermined, though past
replicas have included cre-
ations from various renowned
artists – from Van Gogh to
Monet. Nevertheless, Reese
maintains that details will be
released in the coming
months.  
“We really leave it up to the
community as to where they
want to put the reproductions,”
she said. “We typically encour-
age them to place the art
within walking and biking dis-

tance from each other because
it’s a great way to keep people
active during the warm
months. Some cities choose to
place them further apart in-
stead of clustering them to-
gether though; it’s really up to
each individual area.” 
Inside|Out marks a continuing
relationship established be-
tween the museum and the
downriver area, capped off last
summer by the introduction of
DIA Away: Think Like An Artist
– a mobile interactive trailer
provided for kids throughout
River Rouge. Last year, the
gallery also sent buses to the
city to transport residents back
and forth to the museum. 
Next spring, the museum will
additionally partner with the
Ecorse Public Library to bring
Inside|Out to the community.
For Reese, Rouge and Ecorse
stand as the perfect destina-
tions for such an exciting pro-
gram.  
“Last year, River Rouge ap-
plied for our program, but was
unfortunately denied because
we didn’t have enough spots.
We encouraged them to reap-
ply, and we’re glad they did,”
she said. “As you can see,
we’ve had a relationship with
this area for a while, so we’re
extremely happy to bring In-
side|Out to both of these great
cities.” 

Memoirs of a Young Distracted Driver  
By Xavier Jones – Telegram Intern

of anxiety would make
my ears ring. Causing an
instant interruption. I can
recall being the most dis-
tracted behind the wheel
in situations like this. A
cellphone was the lowest
part of my problems. 
When I got my first car I
knew that every single
driving restriction had
been lifted off my back. I
begin riding with a maxi-
mum amount of five peo-
ple in the car, it seemed
as if I always had my
crew ready for any
shenanigans. My 2001
Ford Taurus was state to
state at the strangest
hours of the night. I par-
ticipated in late night
street races and handfuls
of things my mother
would not approve of. All
in the name of a good
time I led my passengers
through a road roller
coaster.  

Being twenty two the
privilege of driving has
lost the luster. Although I
appreciate the freedom
the overall responsibly
gets tiresome. Some-
times I wish I could be the
passenger again, it’s a
very underappreciated
place to be. 
The distractions have
evolved from when I was
a new driver. Texting, eat-
ing, and communicating
with people on and off the
road are problems for me.
I have never been in-
volved in a serous acci-
dent due to distractions.
My plan is to keep it that
way. I’m very clear that I
need to do better.  It’s al-
most 2016. Experienced
drivers have adapted to
the natural disturbances
of the highway. It’s time to
get a grip on things to be-
come safer more alert
drivers. 

having access to go see
any movie or basketball
game I wanted to. These
rules were in every way
of my newfound freedom.
Every rule was broken,
sometimes I was caught
but that was a rare occa-
sion. 
The rules were set in
place for my safety and to
make me a safer, better,
distracted free driver. In
my early days on the road
my comrades didn’t bat
an eyelash at my out-
landish attics behind the
wheel. Five years and
thousands of miles of
road under my belt I
came to the realization
that not all distractions
were avoidable. Passen-
gers in today’s day and
age are a lot safer. My
friends help me to quickly
tuck the distractions
away. The problem is nor-
mally the usual suspect,
my cell phone. 
Each factor made driving
a different experience.
Driving with a nervous
mother didn’t make mat-
ters better. My mother
was never one to hide her
concerns. If the driving
was not to her standards
her banshee like screams

Driving a car seems to be
every young persons’
dream.  Freedom to
come and go when you
please. A very surreal
power that is often taken
for granted. I remember
a time when I sat in the
passenger seat and
being behind the wheel
was a distant fantasy.
A week after my seven-

teenth birthday I was
awarded my drivers li-
cense. Half the day was
spent at the Secretary of
State Office. My next
step was to trot down the
hallways and classrooms
of RRHS flashing my
paper trophy. Ironically I
walked home from
school that day. My first
official licensed drive was
a five-minute drive up the
street.
Due to the fact I was a
new driver without a car
of my own many restric-
tions were set in place
before I could get rolling.
Rules applied in most
cases. Only one passen-
ger was allowed, no loud
music, and having the
car back home by a cer-
tain time.
The world was my oys-

ter, I envisioned myself

Xavier Jones showing what not to do behind the wheel
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“If we can’t fix it throw it AWAY”

All Repairs: Shoes, Purses, Luggage etc.

579 Visger Rd, Ecorse, MI 48229
economyshoerepair@gmail.com

OWNER
313-382-2662

DECEMBER 5TH, 2015
At 2109hrs, an officer was pa-
trolling the area of Polk Street
and Eaton when he observed
a silver 2012 Ford Fusion
heading east bound on Eaton
Street. The officer had prior
knowledge that the driver, a 24
year old male had two out-
standing Felony Warrants for
DRANO. He affected a Traffic
Stop at Ethel & Eaton Street
and asked the driver for his li-
cense and vehicle information.
A check with LEIN showed the
two warrants confirmed by
MSP. The male also told the
officer he is a medical Mari-
juana Card holder, and stated
he has a lock box in the trunk
with Marijuana in it. Officers’
inventoried the vehicle and
found three cell phones and a
lock box in the trunk. The male
was placed under arrest and
was placed in the patrol vehi-
cle. The vehicle was im-
pounded and the lock box and
$276.00 was tagged as evi-
dence.

December 5th, 2015
At 1350hrs, officers were pa-
trolling in the area of Maple
and Richter Street when they
observed a loud dispute and
arguing on the corner. As offi-
cers approached the crowd
five juveniles took off running
down the alley to Pine from
Maple. Officers apprehended
three of them in front of a
home in the 100 Block of Pine.
One of the youths told the offi-
cer all of the youths were at his
home in the 100 Block of Pine
when they saw the fight on the
corner. He states he and his
friend began fighting a youth.
Officer spoke to the other
youth involved, two brothers,
who stated they were con-
fronted by five youths. And
when one of the youth ap-
proached him he picked up a
stick and told the suspects to
back up or he would hit them
with the stick. After striking one
of the youths with the stick the
five suspects began to punch
one of the brothers.  One of
the youths was struck in the
ear by one of the suspects.

December 9th, 2015

At 1014hrs, an officer took a
Missing Person complaint  in
the police station lobby. A 37
year old female stated her
uncle has been missing since
March of this year.  She states
the issue is ownership over
property in the 300 Block of
Palmerston Street. She states
her uncle did a Quit Claim
Deed on the property that
originally belongs to her father
and she has been living there
for the last two years. Now he
is posting letters on the prop-
erty stating he is the owner
and whoever lives there will
be evicted. She states she
filed a PPO against her uncle
but the court denied the order.

December 10th, 2015
At 1609hrs, an officer was dis-
patched to the police station
lobby on an Assault & Battery
complaint. A 15 year old fe-
male juvenile states she had
an altercation with another fe-
male juvenile at River Rouge
High School at 1600hrs. She
states the two began to fight
and the other female ended
on top of her and began to
“stomp” in the face. The 33
year old mother of the victim
states the school was taking
proper actions on their end
but stated she wanted to file a
complaint against the other fe-
male.

December 10th, 2015
At 1345hrs, an officer was dis-
patched to the police station
lobby for a Domestic Violence
complaint. The 18 year old fe-
male states she had a verbal
argument with her boyfriend,
a 28 year old male. The inci-
dent took place at her
mother’s home in the 1000
Block of Coolidge Street. She
stated he accused her of hav-
ing an attitude and they began
to argue. She tried to use her
phone but he refused to let
her and started choking her,
then struck her several times
with a metal hammer.  The of-
ficers took pictures of her in-
juries and forwarded this
information to the detective’s
bureau. 

CRIME ALERTS
RIVER ROUGE

We have to out smart the criminal to
prevent being a victim

By Mike Moore - Ecorse Public Saftety Director

be true, then it probably is”.

These predators will try any-
thing to make you either feel
really bad for them with a very
sad story, or will offer you what
seems to be the deal of a life-
time.  They will victimize any-
one and make every effort to
make their pitch seem as real
as possible. Some of these
scams include:  paving and
home improvement, giving you
a check for a large sum of
money and only asking for a
portion of it back, email offers,
and many more very believ-
able stories or proposals.

One final area that we can try
to limit vulnerability in is, iden-
tity theft.  We live in the infor-
mation technology era where
our personal information is
both electronically and physi-
cally tracked by stores, banks,
and medical services.  It’s crit-
ical that you be vigilant in pro-
tecting yourself, your children,
elderly relatives and others
from these very heinous
crimes.  

Although we have software to
help identify trends and the in-
dividuals involved in these
groups. There are many peo-
ple whom are victimized by
these intrusive criminals.  In
the City of Ecorse we have no-
ticed a spike in burglaries and
we are taking a proactive ap-
proach to apprehend the re-
sponsible party.

A vigilant citizen who sees
something that just doesn’t
seem right and reports what
they see to the police are usu-
ally the reasons these crimi-
nals get caught.  These
criminals usually want to avoid
any physical confrontation and
so they target the homes dur-
ing the day and vehicles at
night.

Another group of common
crimes involve scams and
identity theft.  Everyday crimi-
nals target innocent citizens
and steal their identity or rope
them into a seemingly great
deal.  A simple rule of thumb
that we need to pay attention
to is:  “if it seems too good to

Most often crimes are commit-
ted based on opportunity, and
If you take some simple pre-
cautions this may limit the pos-
sibility that you may become
the victim of a crime.  These
crimes could include fraud,
theft, breaking and entering,
scams and identity theft.

A big problem that seems to
be everywhere are daytime
burglaries into homes and
nighttime thefts from cars.
These events appear to hap-
pen in cycles and usually in-
volves groups of people
working together to target cer-
tain areas. 

GIVE US A CALL!
C.                          C.E.O  . Durk   G.M. Lawrence Matchett

313-576-7561                     313-878-1009
www.dmcmovingandhauling.com

Moving and Hauling
by Durk LLC

DMC
Moving & Hauling

Company

“The First Low-Budget Moving and Hauling Company in America!

Services
Moving & Hauling Clean Out & Clean Up
Moving Supplies (Residential, Commerical & Industrial)
Boxing/Wrapping Dumpster Services & Rental

New Minimum Wage for
Michigan Employees

Effective January 1, 2016,
Michigan workers will see an
increase in the minimum wage
rate from $8.15 to $8.50. This
new change to state law
marks the second of a gradual
25 percent increase of the
minimum wage resulting in
$9.25 per hour by 2018. New
online resources are available
at www.michigan.gov/wage-
hour to help workers and em-
ployers understand the facts
as the new rate takes effect.

On May 27, 2014, the Work-
force Opportunity Wage Act,
Public Act 138 of 2014 (Act

138) took immediate effect, re-
placing the Michigan Minimum
Wage and Overtime Act (Act
154). Act 138 is enforced by
the Wage and Hour Program
within the Michigan Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Ad-
ministration (MIOSHA).

Act 138 applies to employers
in Michigan that have two or
more employees age 16 and
older. A copy of Act 138, along
with the required poster may
be downloaded from the
Wage and Hour Program web-
site.

Dates of Minimum Wage Rate

Increases

The current minimum wage is
$8.15. The rate increases as
follows:
January 1, 2016 - $8.50
·         January 1, 2017 - $8.90
·         January 1, 2018 - $9.25

Youth Training Wage
Act 138 allows an employer to
pay a newly hired employee
age 16 to 19 $4.25 per hour for
the first 90 days of employment.

85% Minimum Wage
Act 138 also allows an em-
ployer in Michigan to pay 85
percent of the minimum wage
to employees aged 16 and 17;
however, note that the current
Federal Minimum Wage rate is
$7.25 per hour. Employers that
are covered by both State and
Federal Minimum Wage law
should pay the higher applica-
ble rate. Information on Federal
Minimum Wage can be ob-
tained by calling the United
States Department of Labor at
866-487-9243.



ASK ALMA
I think my cousin is stealing

from me
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ally like you. Hmm, I wonder,
could she really be that sad
and lonely on the inside? Or is
she just overspending and
short when it comes to paying
her bills? Nonetheless, her ac-
tions require consequences,
because she is jeopardizing
your relationship.

My hot-mess side says, dang,
stealing from family is jacked
up and she deserves a smack!
While my highly favored and
blessed side says, this is un-
doubtedly a devious cry for at-
tention. The fact that you don’t
want to address her is a sure
softhearted indication that you
don’t want to hurt her feelings.
With that said, before you next
excursion, I’d suggest that you
stuff your dollars in your
brassiere.

Family is family, and one
things for sure, she doesn’t
like or respect you like long-
time kin. Otherwise she would-
n’t steal from you. Allow some
time and grass to grow under
your feet in between hook ups
for outdoor adventures. This
relationship is flighty, there’s
no debt or foundation. Some-
times what you want and what
it is, are two different things.
Forgiveness is fine, but don’t
lose sight that she’s gone
rogue.

— Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experi-
ence spans more than 25
years, including various roles
at USA Today, Newsday and
the Washington Post. Email
questions to: al-
waysaskalma@gmail.com.
Follow her on Facebook at
“Ask Alma” and Twitter @al-
maaskalma.

Dear Alma,

I love my cousin dearly and we
spend a lot of time together.
She and I grew up together,
we’re close in age and we
have a ton of stuff in common.
We both love to travel and the
outdoors, we go hiking, skiing
and scuba diving. Here’s the
problem: I think she’s stealing
money from me. On occasions
when we’re traveling, I noticed
money missing from my wallet.
When out to dinner, after I
leave I find some of my money
is missing. A few times it was
all my cash and on other occa-
sions she left a one-dollar bill.
At first I thought I was crazy, so
the other night, I counted all
my money before we met and
after and yep, she got me. I’m
not sure what to do. I don’t
want to stop seeing her and I
don’t know how to bring it up
on conversation. I don’t have
enough nerve. We are gain-
fully employed and she sure
doesn’t need my money.

What’s your advice?

— Crushed Cuzzin

Dear Crushed Cuzzin,

Aww sweetie, like your cuzzin
in this moment, I seem to be
conflicted, wondering if she’s
taking advantage because she
needs help or just doesn’t re-
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THE $1000 BIG MONEY
POETRY SLAM

Joel Fluent Greene
PRESENTS

The $1000 Big Money Poetry
Slam.
A Special Edition of Mahogany
@ The Museum 
12 Poets, Competing for $1000
& a Performance Opportunity
in NYC
Hosted by Joel Fluent Greene

This will be THE BIGGEST
POETRY SLAM OF THE
YEAR!!! 

ALL AGES ARE WELCOME.
Please note that although all
poets are required to keep their
material clean, there may be
mature subject matter.
Parental discretion is advised. 

Friday/January 1st/Doors open
@ 5pm/Showtime 6:00pm-
9:00pm
The Wright Museum/315 E.
Warren/Detroit/MI.
$10 General Admission
$7 Advance
$7 Museum Members (Door
only)
Free for children 12 and under
Slam is open to ages 18 & up

FIRST PLACE
$1,000 Cash/Performance with
Kraal Charles Media in
NYC/Paid featured perform-
ance @ an upcoming edition of
Mahogany @ The
Museum/Wright Museum Mem-
bership.

SECOND PLACE
Gift Bag/Paid featured perform-
ance @ an upcoming edition of

Mahogany @ The
Museum/Wright Museum
Membership.

THIRD PLACE
Gift Bag/Paid opening per-
formance @ an upcoming edi-
tion of Mahogany @ The
Museum/Wright Museum
Membership.

SLAM RULES:
12 poets.

$20 registration fee. 

NO REFUNDS (Show up!)
3 rounds
Must use original poems. 

Poems must be clean. Mature
content is allowed, but keep in
mind this is an all ages event.

No time limit per poem. 

No props allowed.

There will be 4 pre selected
judges. Judges will remain a
secret until event day.

Slam will be scored using the
decimal system. Ex: 8.7

Highest score allowed is 10.

First round will include all 12
poets.

Second round will consist of
the top 8 highest scoring poets
from round one, eliminating
the bottom 4.

Third round will consist of the
top 3 highest scoring poets
from round 2, eliminating the
bottom 5.

All poets must arrive NO
LATER than 5:30PM day of
show. Late arrival = LOSING
YOUR SPOT.

Slam starts at 6PM SHARP.
Performers do not receive
comp guests. All attendees
that aren't competing must pay
the required cover charge. 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS?
E M A I L
jfgpresents@gmail.com 

Kwanzaa Celebrations
Every Day!

Sat., Dec. 26 - Fri., Jan. 1 African
American tradition of Kwanzaa
was created by Dr. Maulana
Karenga, established as a means
to help African Americans recon-
nect with their African culture and
historic heritage. During this
seven-day holiday, we will unite
and celebrate the seven princi-
ples of Kwanzaa. There will be
African drumming, dancing, po-
etry among other performances to
celebrate each of the seven prin-
ciples. These events are FREE
and open to the public except for
Friday, January 1, which has an
admission price.
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REGISTER TO VOTE

HARDWARE

FULL SERVICE HARDWARE & BUILDER’S SUPPLY

Computerized Paint matching * Screen & Window Repair *
Keys Cut * Masonry Suppliers * Blocks * Bricks * Steps

Fast Delivery Service

10563 W. Jefferson Ave   River Rouge
Phone: (313) 841-2940       Fax: (313) 841-2670

LOZON

BRAZILL CONSTRUCTION

Residential - Commercial Carpentry-Roofing-
Ceramic Tile -Kitchens - Plastering Windows

Marvin Brazill
(313) 388-1052

(313) 706-7052 cell

G AND C
VARIABLES

“STRIVING TO BE BETTER”

313-341-6606
-PORCHES -SIDING
-ROOFING -INTERIORS
-CEMENT -MASONRY
-CARPENTRY -AND MORE

B & R Exterminating Co.
Thank you for your Support!
All Pest can be Eliminated

We appreciate your business

313-843-3011 Ask for Bill
www.BREXTERMINATORS.COM

Roaches 
Spiders
Lice
Flies

Water Bugs
Rats
Ants & Mice

Bed Bugs
Crickets
Moths
Carpet Bee-

IT‛S TIME TO PUT OUR DOLLARS TO WORK IN OUR COMMUNITY.

BECOME A PART OF OUR

SMALL BUSINESS ROUND-UP!

MARKET YOUR BUSINESS TO THE  READERS AND 

SUPPORTERS OF THE TELEGRAM NEWSPAPER.

313-928-2955

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT OR LEASE
YOUR OFFICE AWAY FROM HOME

313-469-5755

Fanny’s Floral 
Flowers, Designs & Gifts

313.928.3569

Weddings, Funerals & Special
occasions

One Step At a Time Counseling Service, Inc.
Getting through it together

Individual Psychotherapy                              Grief  & Loss
Depression Stress Management
Children & Adult Therapy Low self-esteem
Family & Couple Counseling Obesity

Board Members, Case Managers and Psychiatrists on hand

(313) 978-1854 Yolanda C. Tolbert LCSW, MSW
10748 W. Jefferson Ave. #213 yolandatolbert.com
River Rouge, MI  48218

For Communities of Color, the Fight against 
Diabetes is Far from Over

Patricia Maryland -  NNPA News Wire Guest Columnist

station in life. And that’s the
right model for all providers. Be-
cause we must get to know our
patients on an individual, holis-
tic level—not prescribe a one-
size-fits-all approach—if we
intend to truly improve their
health outcomes.

Finally, our policymakers, civic
leaders and all who have a
stake in the health of our com-
munity must address the social
determinants that influence and
widen the diabetes equity gap.
For years, we’ve known that di-
abetes can be prevented and
managed with healthy lifestyle
changes such as exercise and
good nutrition. But it’s difficult to
go for a run around the block
when you live in a high-crime
neighborhood. It’s challenging
to find fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles when you live in a food
desert. We must marshal our
communities around the poli-
cies that affect our environ-
ment’s ability to support a
culture of health and wellness.

Diabetes has been—and will
continue to be—a major public
health issue in the U.S. We’re
making progress in the fight
against the disease, but we
need to do more to address the
disparities felt by the African-
American population. With a fo-
cused effort from members of
the Black community, policy-
makers, civic leaders and
healthcare providers to create a
culture of health, deliver com-
passionate, personalized care
and advance the policies that
make healthy lifestyles viable, I
am confident we can curb the
diabetes epidemic for good, for
everyone.
Patricia A. Maryland, Dr.PH, is the
President of Healthcare Operations
and Chief Operating Officer for As-

ican community is shouldering
an unequal burden when it
comes to diabetes treatment,
prevention, research and edu-
cation. And so the CDC’s an-
nouncement—while welcome
news—does not signal that the
fight against the disease is over.
There is more work to do to not
only overcome the diabetes epi-
demic, but also eliminate the
healthcare disparities that dis-
proportionately plague our com-
munity.

To do that, we must redouble
our efforts to create a culture of
health in African-American com-
munities—one that removes the
stigma of seeking care and
helps our neighbors and family
members access the opportuni-
ties provided under the Afford-
able Care Act. Healthcare.gov is
now available for the open en-
rollment period through January
31, 2016, and taking advantage
of the options available today is
the first step our community can
take to reclaim Black health and
wellness.

But coverage alone isn’t enough
to guarantee better health out-
comes for African-Americans.
Healthcare providers have a re-
sponsibility to deliver inclusive,
quality care that considers the
needs of the whole patient. That
means providing patients with
relevant, reliable information
that empowers and engages
them to make choices for a
healthier life.

The truth is that all healthcare
providers should strive to pro-
vide an environment where no
one is excluded—where every-
one has access to compassion-
ate, personalized care and the
opportunity for better health re-
gardless of their struggles or

Recently, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
(CDC) announced the rate of
new cases of diabetes in the
United States declined by
about 20 percent from 2008 to
2014. This represents the first
sustained decrease in diagno-
sis since the disease emerged
as a major threat to public
health over the course of the
past two decades. But the fight
is far from over, especially for
communities of color.

While the CDC report is good
news regarding an overall de-
cline in diabetes rates, it did
not acknowledge a significant
change in prevalence among
the African-American commu-
nity, which continues to be far
more vulnerable to the disease
than other racial and ethnic
groups.
Consider the data: Black
adults are about twice as likely
to have diagnosed diabetes as
non-Hispanic White adults.
They are also twice as likely to
die from the disease. What’s
more, African-Americans are
more than three times as likely
to suffer from health complica-
tions related to diabetes, such
as lower-limb amputation and
kidney failure.

It’s clear that the African-Amer-


