ANNOUNCEMENTS

September 25™ - October 15t 2016

MEMORY VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
1John 5:1 (NIV) “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born
of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.”

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 2016

1. Sept. 25 (Sun) Baptism after the morning service at Toguchi
Beach

2. Sept. 27 (Tue) Pastors, Elders, Deacons & Staff Meeting 7:00pm
3. Oct. 2 (Sun) First Fruits

WOMEN of POWER: 10:00am-12:00pm, Wed.

Reconnect for the new season! Children welcome for this meeting. If
anyone has referrals for a child care provider, send them to Ap. Sue.
(askenedy@yahoo.com). It is a paid position.

PRAYER MEETING
-Thursdays: 5:30-6:30am, Sanctuary
-Sundays: 9:00-9:45am, Mission Building

PRAYER REQUESTS

1) Pray for Hatsuko Nakasone, Mineko Oshiro and the people who
need healing in our church.

2) Pray for Ps. Nick and Ps. Sandy and their ministry.

Breaking Doldrums—The Fire of God Is Falling

“Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and
the wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that
was in the trench” (1 Kings 18:38).

“He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matt. 3:11).

“Our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29).

Recently, | was reading the accounts of Elijah, who is well known for the
“power encounter” with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. We all
know the story—the 400 prophets of Baal went first. They prayed and
pleaded and even cut themselves with knives, but there was no answer.
Conversely, Elijah  prepared his sacrifice—and with one simple
prayer God's fire fell and consumed his offering. This profoundly affected
the multitudes gathered. We read, “Now when all the people saw it, they
fell on their faces; and they said, ‘The Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is
God!™ (1 Kings 18:39).

The difference between Elijah and the others was, of course, the fire of
God. | think the devil does a good job of hiding the truth that the fire of the
Holy Spirit is always poured upon us as we offer ourselves to Him. But the
devil wants us to think like the prophets of Baal. Regardless of what they
did, there wasn't any fire. If you are in the spiritual doldrums or in a state
of despondency, then you probably are thinking like that. The devil wants
you to think that no matter what you do, it won't make a difference.

Yes, we are to offer ourselves daily to the Lord (Rom. 12:1-2), but don't
focus so much on the act of consecrating—the “offering ourselves as
living sacrifices"—that we forget about the fire. Because, each time we
offer ourselves, His fire does fall. After all, “Our God is a consuming fire”
(Heb. 12:29).

A few thoughts about His fire are as follows:

e It burns away our flesh and weaknesses.

e |tisasign that strikes terror into the heart of the devil.

e We can be assured that it's the fact of this fire of the Holy Spirit
burning in our lives that affects others. Have the mindset that
everything you say and do isn't “just you,” but know that since
you are consecrated/offered to God, then His fire is on you,
and yes, it does affect everything around you.

Again, if you find yourself in the spiritual doldrums, it's probably because
you have overlooked or forgotten this truth. That's what the devil wants
you to think. But we aren't like the prophets of Baal. No. We offer our lives
daily. His fire does fall on us.

Remember, Jesus not only baptizes us with the Holy Spirit, but also with
fire! Let His fire completely consume us!
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