ANNOUNCEMENTS

September 18™ - 24th 2016

MEMORY VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
Colossians 3:14 (NIV) “Above all these things put on love, which is the
bond of perfection.”

SEPTEMBER 2016

1. Sept. 18 (Sun) Harp and Bowl Gathering 5:00pm

2. Sept. 25 (Sun) Baptism after the morning service at Toguchi
Beach

3. Sept. 27 (Tue) Pastors, Elders, Deacons & Staff Meeting 7:00pm

WOMEN of POWER: 10:00am-12:00pm, Wed.

Reconnect for the new season! Children welcome for this meeting. If
anyone has referrals for a child care provider, send them to Ap. Sue.
(askenedy@yahoo.com). It is a paid position.

PRAYER MEETING
-Thursdays: 5:30-6:30am, Sanctuary
-Sundays: 9:00-9:45am, Mission Building

PRAYER REQUESTS

1) Pray for Ap. Glenn who is in the States for CINA board meeting until
Sept. 22.

2) Pray for Hatsuko Nakasone, Mineko Oshiro and the people who
need healing in our church.

3) Pray for Ps. Nick and Ps. Sandy and their ministry.

Two Keys that Guarantee Success by Ron Sawka

“They closed the doors of the temple porch and put out the lamps; they did
not offer incense or burnt sacrifices in the sanctuary of the God of Israel” (2
Chron. 29:7).

“And he died for all so that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised” (2 Cor. 5:15).

It's always amazing to me how the Lord speaks from scripture; it's even more
amazing how profound some simple truths are. The above verses contain two
things that are the essence of our Christian lives. You could even call them the
“Two Keys that Guarantee Success.” Those two things are 1) a lifestyle of worship,
and 2) a life continually consecrated to the Lord.

In 2 Chronicles 29:7, we see that whenever the kings of Judah or Israel fell away
from the Lord, eventually the temple closed and worship and sacrifices ceased.
This resulted in a cutting off of blessing and protection, and an increase in poverty.
Conversely, when there was proper worship and the offering of sacrifices, there
was blessing, protection, and continual increase.

The principle is the same for us as New Testament believers. Individually and
corporately, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3:17; 6:19) and the Lord
wants these same two things: worship and consecration.

Worship: | don't mean that we must constantly sing or listen to worship music. But
we are to have a lifestyle of worship. Just as the priests had to keep the incense
burning continually, the Lord wants us to have a continual heart of worship. He
wants us to respond with the language of the kingdom regardless of the situation.
He wants us to be thankful and joyful. “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name”
(Heb. 13:15).

Consecration: The temple was a place for burnt offerings. This was done twice
daily, but double on the Sabbath—and much more during the feasts of the new
moon and during the three main festivals (Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles). God
wants the same from us. “Therefore | exhort you, brothers and sisters, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a sacrifice—alive, holy, and pleasing to
God—which is your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1).

Jesus said the same when he stated, “If anyone wants to become my follower, he
must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23). We actually
live for Him and not for ourselves. Our lives are not our own but are to be yielded to
Him. “And he died for all so that those who live should no longer live for themselves
but for him who died for them and was raised” (2 Cor. 5:15).

The more we focus on these two things, the more we will see the Lord’s blessing in
our lives and on the works that He has given us to do. As | was reading this, it
struck me that this really was to be the most important aim of our lives. Not
ministry, not strategy. No, the most important is worship and to be consecrated.
When we do, our “success” is actually guaranteed!
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