ANNOUNCEMENTS

June 5™ - 11™ 2016

MEMORY VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
1 John 3:18 (NIV) “Dear Children, let us not love with words or
speech but with actions and in truth.”

JUNE 2016
1. June 19 (Sun) Harp and Bowl Gathering 5:00pm

Powerful YIC Women of God 10:00am-12:00pm, Wed. Come
and join us as we "Learn to Wait, and to Go", Fellowship, and
Pray. English spoken. Notify Ap. Sue if you need childcare or
more details. (090 4471 1082)

PRAYER MEETING

James 5:16 The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and
effective. Be a part of effective fervent prayer! Thursday: 5:30-
6:30am, Sanctuary (Contact Ap. Sue 098-989-4397). Sunday:
9:00-9:45am, Fellowship Hall

PRAYER REQUESTS

1) Pray for Hatsuko Nakasone, Mineko Oshiro, Harumi and the
people who need healing in our church.

2) Pray for Ps. Nick and Ps. Sandy and their ministry.

Counting the Omer (Fifty Days from Passover to
Pentecost) by Ron Sawka

Since the Old Testament feasts foreshadow the reality that Jesus
brings to us, | decided to more closely examine the “counting of the
omer.” If there was blessing for them back then, then surely there is
much more for us now.

First, it seems that the main reason for counting the omer was
because God wanted them to be expectant that each Pentecost would
be a time of great blessing. Yes, they received the law through Moses
on the first Pentecost, but they were to keep on expecting blessing
every year. Likewise, the early church received the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, but we are also to expect great blessing each year.

Second, during these fifty days we are to be expectant that Jesus will
reveal Himself and His heart to us. We should note that all of Jesus’s
post-resurrection appearances took place during this time period and
wonderful things happened to those who met Him. Each is a picture of
what He wants to do for us:

e  Mary met Him in the garden and she entered into a new
dimension of faith (John 20:15-18).

e The two on the road to Emmaus found their hearts
beginning to burn and the scriptures opened up to them
(Luke 24:32).

e Jesus appeared to the eleven and upbraided them for their
unbelief and hard hearts (Mark 16:14). We can say, “Lord, |
don't want to be ruled by unbelief or a hard heart and hide
behind closed doors.”

e He appeared to Thomas, whose skepticism transformed
into living faith (John 20:27-29).

e He appeared to Peter and some others as they fished
(John 21). They all rejoiced at the huge haul of fish, but
even more significant was that Peter was healed from the
trauma of his betrayal. He became the man God destined
him to be.

e He appeared to the 500 and gave them clear instructions
which they obeyed, which resulted in them being clothed
with power from on high (Acts 1:4-8,14).

So, | urge you to spend some time each day until Pentecost (June
12-13) and expectantly wait for what the Lord may do for you.
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