ANNOUNCEMENTS

May 29™ - June 4™ 2016

MEMORY VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
1 John 2:10 (NIV) “Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the
light, and there is nothing in them to make them stumble.”

MAY & JUNE 2016

1. May 29 (Sun) Pentecost Celebration Picnic & Baptism after the
morning service at Torii Beach It will be a potluck luncheon. Please
bring some side dishes for this celebration and enjoy together!

2. June 15 (Sun) Harp and Bowl Gathering 5:00pm

Powerful YIC Women of God 10:00am-12:00pm, Wed. Come and join
us as we "Learn to Wait, and to Go”, Fellowship, and Pray. English
spoken. Notify Ap. Sue if you need childcare or more details. (090 4471
1082)

PRAYER MEETING

James 5:16 The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. Be
a part of effective fervent prayer! Thursday: 5:30-6:30am, Sanctuary
(Contact Ap. Sue 098-989-4397). Sunday: 9:00-9:45am, Fellowship Hall

PRAYER REQUESTS

1) Pray for Hatsuko Nakasone, Mineko Oshiro, Harumi and the people
who need healing in our church.

2) Pray for Ps. Nick and Ps. Sandy and their ministry.

Pentecost by Ron Sawka

“And the Feast of Harvest, the firstfruits of your labors which you
have sown in the field” (Exod. 23:16).

“Also on the day of the firstfruits, when you bring a new grain
offering to the Lord at your Feast of Weeks” (Num. 28:26).

“Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you
shall offer a new grain offering to the Lord. You shall bring from your
dwellings two wave loaves of two-tenths of an ephah. They shall be
of fine flour; they shall be baked with leaven. They are the firstfruits
to the Lord” (Lev. 23:16-17).

First, they are God's appointed times of meeting with and blessing His
people (Isa. 66:22-23).

Second, they are to be remembered forever (Zech 14:16).
Furthermore, these are the feasts of the Lord (Lev. 23:2-4), not of the
Jews.

Finally, there is absolutely no religious value in observing the feasts. They
do not add anything to the completed and finished work of Jesus on the
cross. However, celebrating the feasts allows us to interact with the Lord
so that He can bless us and help us further internalize the truths of what
Jesus did.

As | was preparing to teach on the meaning of Pentecost, | was struck by
the fact there are three different names for this feast. Each of them has a
special meaning, and therefore a special focus and blessing.

* Feast of Harvest (Exod. 23:16). At Pentecost we thank God for His
blessings and his abundance, as well as rejoicing over the harvest. When
we celebrate Pentecost, we sanctify the whole harvest season. The best
is yet to come. There is much, much harvest. Celebrating sanctifies it and
prevents Satan from hindering it. God gives us anointing to gather and to
increase. In Acts 2 on the day of Pentecost, they increased from 120 to
3,000.

* Day of First Fruits (Num. 28:26). To me the most powerful thing about
first fruits is that what | allow the Lord to work in and bless me, it then
goes on down to my family line. (To illustrate, | recently prophesied to a
woman, “Don’t worry about your children and how to bring them into more
faith. Love the the Lord—the more He works in you, the more it will go
down to them.) That is the first fruits principle. Jesus was the first fruit.
Therefore just as He was resurrected, so too will we be. Just as He was
exalted to sit at the Father's right hand, so too will we. During Pentecost,
two loaves of leavened bread were offered to the Lord. That represents
us. Leaven symbolizes our imperfections. But we are one with Jesus. We
are offered to the Lord and He works and blesses in spite of our
imperfections and failures.

* Feast of Weeks (Lev. 23:15). Pentecost occurred seven full weeks after
the resurrection. It is seven sevens! Biblically, “seven” refers to
completion. At Pentecost, the Lord wants us to know that we have
received His anointing and grace to complete the assignments He gives
us. We often say that Pentecost is time to receive three things: revelation,
provision, and anointing/power. These three things allow us to keep
moving ahead successfully.
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