ANNOUNCEMENTS

May 15™ - 21" 2016

MEMORY VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

Colossians 3:17 (NIV) “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.”

MAY 2016

1. May 15 (Sun) Harp and Bowl Gathering 5:00pm

2. May 24 (Tue) Pastors, Elders, Deacons & Staff Meeting 7:00pm
3. May 29 (Sun) Pentecost Celebration Picnic & Baptism after the
morning service at Torii Beach It will be a potluck luncheon. Please
bring some side dishes for this celebration and enjoy together!

Powerful YIC Women of God 10:00am-12:00pm, Wed. Come and join
us as we "Learn to Wait, and to Go”, Fellowship, and Pray. English
spoken. Notify Ap. Sue if you need childcare or more details. (090 4471
1082)

PRAYER MEETING

James 5:16 The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. Be
a part of effective fervent prayer! Thursday: 5:30-6:30am, Sanctuary
(Contact Ap. Sue 098-989-4397). Sunday: 9:00-9:45am, Fellowship Hall

PRAYER REQUESTS

1) Pray for Mineko, Harumi and the people who need healing in our
church.

2) Pray for Ps. Nick and Ps. Sandy and their ministry.

Time to Fast—Winning the Spiritual Battle So That Your
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Assignment from the Lord Will Not Be Thwarted!

By Ron Sawka

“So it was, when | heard these words, that | sat down and wept, and
mourned for many days; | was fasting and praying before the God of
heaven” (Neh. 1:4).

“As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Now
separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called
them.’ Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent
them away” (Acts 13:2-3).

“And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and
proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah” (2 Chron. 20:3).

Preparation of the spiritual ground by fasting is a strategy the Holy Spirit
will often lead us into. He led Jesus to fast for forty days, after which He
“returned in the power of the Spirit” (Luke 4:14). His ministry was
launched, and though bitterly opposed, was unstoppable. Another
example is Acts 13 and the launching of Paul's apostolic ministry.

| believe fasting must be led by the Holy Spirit. When we do fast, it is one
of the ways of ministering to the Lord, as we see so clearly in Acts 13:2. In
addition to winning the spiritual ground, the Holy Spirit is also able to give
clear instructions. He told the leaders at Antioch to send out Barnabas and
Paul, which resulted in a new wave of evangelism. | think we need the
same. We don't just want to launch and try to do something, we must
have His specific instructions for the new things He has for us to do.

| feel this is so important. How tragic will it be if the Lord wants to give us
instructions and we aren't able to hear and receive it? We don't want to
blunder around or miss His timing.

Fasting also releases the ability to “cut through” occultic veils and
demonic opposition. It's why Jesus told the twelve that certain types of
demonic deliverance wouldn’t occur without fasting (Matt. 17:21).

One more reason to fast is to defeat any attack or siege of the enemy. In 2
Chronicles 20, we see that a huge army had come to invade Judah.
Jehoshaphat knew that without God's help they would be overrun, and he
called for a fast. As a result, the prophet spoke assuring them they
wouldn't have to fight, but that God would give them victory. As such, they
went to meet the enemy with praise and singing, and God turned the
invasion into an overwhelming victory for His people. | think many are
feeling pressured and besieged. God wants to turn all of that into huge,
huge victory. Thus, | am calling for the fast.
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