ANNOUNCEMENTS

March 13™ - 19™ 2016

MEMORY VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
Joel 2:21(NIV) “Do not be afraid, land of Judah; be glad and rejoice.
Surely the Lord has done great things!”

MARCH & APRIL 2016

1. Feb. 23 (Tue)-Apr. 2 (Sat) 40 Day Prayer (& Fasting) for the
Philippines Mission There is the signup sheet at the foyer. Please sign
up and pray.

2. Mar. 20 (Sun) Harp and Bowl Gathering 5:00pm

3. Mar. 22 (Tue) Pastors, Elders, Deacons & Staff Meeting 7:00pm
4. Mar. 27(Sun) PI Mission Send Out Service in the morning service

Powerful YIC Women of God 10:00am-12:00pm, Wed. Come and join
us as we "Learn to Wait, and to Go”, Fellowship, and Pray. English
spoken. Notify Ap. Sue if you need childcare or more details. (090 4471
1082)

ARMS Pl MEDICAL MISSION: April 3-15/ 2016

PRAYER MEETING

James 5:16 The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. Be
a part of effective fervent prayer! Thursday: 5:30-6:30am, Sanctuary
(Contact Ap. Sue 098-989-4397). Sunday: 9:00-9:45am, Fellowship Hall

PRAYER REQUESTS

1) Pray for Atsuko, Mineko, Hatsuko, Ken, Harumi, EngHai Daniel Tan
and the people who need healing in our church.

2) Pray for Ps. Nick and Ps. Sandy and their ministry.

Strateqy against the Anti-Christ Spirit, Part Three—How Does
Laughter Break Barrenness? By Ron Sawka

“He will yet fill your mouth with laughing, and your lips with rejoicing” (Job
8:21).

“And Sarah said, ‘God has made me laugh, and all who hear will laugh
with me” (Gen. 21.6).

For the last two weeks, | have been writing about joy and laughter as one
of the prime strategies against the anti-Christ Spirit. We even had a
prophecy during MPP about how laughter causes things to be birthed by
the Holy Spirit. That goes along with the teaching about the month of Adar
and declaring that laughter breaks barrenness.

Then someone asked me for more details on how this all works. How
exactly does laughter break barrenness? How does laughter cause things
to be birthed? | immediately thought of ninety-year-old Sarah. When she
overheard the Lord (who she probably thought was just some visitor) tell
Abraham that by this time next year she would bear a son, she laughed
(Genesis 18). While it wasn't necessarily a scornful laugh, neither was it a
laugh of victory or expectation. She laughed because the whole thing
seemed so preposterously ridiculous. She probably thought, “Me? Get
pregnant at my age? Yeah, right.” It seemed so funny to her that she
couldn’t help but laugh.

The Lord heard her, but He didn't get offended. Maybe He was laughing
too. Because to the human mind it would indeed seem ridiculous.

| imagine that was only the beginning. | suspect when we get to heaven
and ask her, she’ll tell us that she was laughing the entire year until the
baby was born. But | think her laughter began to change. First she
laughed because the situation seemed so ridiculous. But | think the more
she laughed, the more faith began to rise up in her. The more she
laughed, the more she began to see how powerful and faithful God was.
In the end, | think she was laughing at how preposterous it was not to
believe God. She was also probably laughing at her own lack of faith. By
the time Isaac was born, it was a laughter of pure joy and faith.

That's how it is with us. At first the problem may seem so big that it's a
joke to think it might be solved. But if we will laugh (because we choose to
be joyful), faith will begin to rise up. The despair and depression the anti-
Christ spirit wants us to wallow in will be driven away. We will truly laugh
at our unbelief, and at how ridiculous it is not to believe God. He will do
the miracle and it will be on time.

Anyway, in this leap year (two months of Adar) we have lots of time to
focus on laughing. Watch your faith grow and watch the Lord at work!
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