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	s.-give by serving

The Dishonest Steward- Luke 16:1-13                                                                                 “You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me.” Malachi 3:8

	t.-give by using my talents for God

The Three Servants- Matthew 25:14-30

“I assure you, whatever you have done for the least of my brothers and sisters,﻿﻿ you did for me!” Matthew 25:40 paraphrased 

	u.-use all God has given me to glorify Him 

The Widows Mite- 

“You will be glorifying God through your generous gifts.” 2 Corinthians 9:13

	f.-focusing on and worshipping God

The Greek widows and the Early Church-  Acts 6:1-7
“But if anyone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need and refuses to help—how can God’s love be in that person?” 1 John 3:17        

	f.-thank-ful for what God has given 

The Laborers in the Vineyard- Matthew 20:1-16

”Remember that the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do.”    Ephesians 6:8


s.-give by serving

The Dishonest Steward- Luke 16:1-13                                                                                 “You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me.” Malachi 3:8

Praise Offering- a time of worship and praise (suggested songs- All in All, That’s Why Praise Him and More Precious than Silver for a slower prayer song)

Intro Skit- (prop needed- huge gift wrapped with tag.)

Wow, what a huge present! I wonder who it’s for; I’ll just read the tag. You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me. Malachi 3:8. I hope this isn’t for any one in this room, that sounds serious. God considers it cheating Him if we don’t give our tithes- our offering. Did you know that? We should do our offering now. I wonder why God considers it cheating Him if He’s in heaven, what can He do with our offering? I think there’s a story in the Bible about that. It’s called a parable. Jesus told this story to his disciples: “A rich man hired a manager to handle his affairs, but soon a rumor went around that the manager was totally dishonest. So his employer called him in and said, ‘What’s this I hear about your stealing from me? Get your report in order, because you are going to be fired.’ Let’s listen and see what happens in the story.

Bible Story Skit (Enter in man dressed in Biblical costume)
Manager- ‘Now what am I going to do? I’m going to have to give an account of where all the money went. What, what, what will I do… I know just the thing! I’ve got an idea. This just might work. And then I’ll have plenty of friends to take care of me when my master forces me to leave!’
Narrator- So he invited each person who owed money to his employer to come and discuss the situation. (Second person enters) 

Manager- ‘How much do you owe our master?’ 
 The servant- ‘I owe him eight hundred gallons of olive oil.’ 
Manager- Tear up that bill and write another one for four hundred gallons.﻿(enter another servant) And how much do you owe my employer?’ 
2nd servant- A thousand bushels of wheat. 
Manager- Here take your bill and replace it with one for only eight hundred bushels.﻿ 

Narrator- (enters Jesus) the rich man had to admire the dishonest manager for being so shrewd. 

Jesus- I tell you, use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. In this way, your generosity stores up a reward for you in heaven. Unless you are faithful in small matters, you won’t be faithful in large ones. If you cheat even a little, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities.  And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven? And if you are not faithful with other people’s money, why should you be trusted with money of your own?  “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

Narrator- Now I seen how God can consider it cheating Him if we don’t give our tithes and offerings. 
The Message
When Jesus told the parable to His disciples he explained what the story meant. 

· use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. In this way, your generosity stores up a reward for you in heaven. How can you do that, do you have any ideas?

· If you cheat even a little, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities. Do you think that is true? 

· And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven? Does that make you want to be more trustworthy with the wealth God has given you? It is not only about what you have on earth, but what you will have for eternity. 

·  “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” It is a choice you make today, which is worth more to you, the things you have today, or what you store up for yourself in heaven?

The Ten Million Dollar Question of the Day

Can you buy friendship? 

Allow the children to respond. 
· Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends
· How can you do that in a way that would glorify God?

       Worship Experiences
      More Precious than Silver 

The promise of eternity with Jesus is far more precious than silver. He paid a debt for us we could never repay. As we sing our prayer song let’s thank Jesus for the gift of His precious life to pay for our sin.  

t.-give by using my talents for God

The Three Servants- Matthew 25:14-30
“I assure you, whatever you have done for the least of my brothers and sisters,﻿﻿ you did for me!” Matthew 25:40 paraphrased 

Praise Offering- a time of worship and praise (suggested songs- All in All, That’s Why Praise Him and More Precious than Silver for a slower prayer song)

Intro Skit- (prop needed- huge gift wrapped with tag.)

Wow, another huge present! I wonder what the tag says. “I assure you, whatever you have done for the least of my brothers and sisters,﻿﻿ you did for me!” Wow, if we give to others it’s like giving to God? To the least of these brothers and sisters of mine- that must mean to those in need. Did you know that? We should do our offering now, part of our offering goes to missions. Missionaries help those in need all the time! I guess we have to think about that when we give don’t we. We don’t want to be selfish or wasteful do we? I know there’s another story in the Bible about that. It’s a parable too. Jesus told this story to his disciples the Story of the Three Servants.

Improv Skit  (Props needed- suit case, seventeen bags of “money”, small piece of burlap or brown fabric). I’ll need some help with the story. Can I have four volunteers? (Choose one to be the manager and three to be servants, give the manager the suitcase, and instruct the actors to carefully listen to the cues in the story)
Narrator-  “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a trip. (man enters in with suitcase) He called together his servants (three enter in) and gave them money (open suitcase and hand out bags of “money”) to invest for him while he was gone. He gave five bags of gold﻿﻿ to one, two bags of gold to another, and one bag of gold to the last—dividing it in proportion to their abilities—and then left on his trip. (manager exits)  The servant who received the five bags of gold began immediately to invest the money and soon doubled it. (narrator gives him five more bags). The servant with two bags of gold also went right to work and doubled the money (narrator gives the servant two more bags).  But the servant who received the one bag of gold dug a hole in the ground and hid the master’s money for safekeeping (help servant cover bag over with burlap or brown fabric). After a long time their master returned (manager enters) from his trip and called them to give an account of how they had used his money. (point to first servant)  The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of gold said, ‘Sir, you gave me five bags of gold to invest, and I have doubled the amount.’ The master was full of praise. He said ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ (Point to the second servant) Next came the servant who had received the two bags of gold, and he said ‘Sir, you gave me two bags of gold to invest, and I have doubled the amount.’ The master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ Then the servant with the one bag of gold came and said, ‘Sir, I know you are a hard man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth and here it is.’ (uncover the last bag) But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! You think I’m a hard man, do you, harvesting crops I didn’t plant and gathering crops I didn’t cultivate? Well, you should at least have put my money into the bank so I could have some interest. Take the money from this servant and give it to the one with the ten bags of gold. To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have a lot. But from those who are unfaithful, even what little they have will be taken away. Now throw this useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Narrator- Wow what a neat story. Let’s listen and see what Jesus said when He explained what the story meant. 

The Message
When Jesus told the parable to the disciples he continued the story…
· When Jesus returns all the nations will be gathered, and he will separate them as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left. 
· Then the King will say to those on the right, I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’ Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing?  When did we ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you?’ 

The first group, the sheep, are like the first two servants, they used what God gave them, in such a way they gave to others. And the King will told them, ‘I assure you, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters,﻿﻿ you were doing it to me!’“Then the King will turn to those on the left, the goats, like the last servant, and say, I assure you, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help me.’ And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.”

The Ten Million Dollar Question of the Day

What have you “done” to Jesus today, this week, or this month? 

Allow the children to respond. 
· When was the last time you gave to someone in need?
· How does that glorify God?

       Worship Experiences
      More Precious than Silver 

Jesus is so precious. And those in need are precious to Him. He paid a debt for us we could never repay. As we sing our prayer song let’s thank Jesus for the gift of His precious life to pay for our sin.  

u.-use all God has given me to glorify Him 

The Widows Mite- Mark 12:41
“You will be glorifying God through your generous gifts.” 2 Corinthians 9:13

Praise Offering- a time of worship and praise (suggested songs- All in All, That’s Why Praise Him and More Precious than Silver for a slower prayer song)

Intro Skit- (prop needed- huge gift wrapped with tag.)

Wow, another huge present! What’s on the tag this time? “You will be glorifying God through your generous gifts.” 1 Corinthians 9:13. When we give our tithes and offerings they glorify God. We learnt last week giving to others glorifies God, it gives us a chance to show His love. We should do our offering now. There must be another story in the Bible about how we can glorify God in our giving. I remember one, actually two, they’re parables. Jesus told these stories to his disciples: first, The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field—and to get the treasure, too! And another about a pearl merchant, again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a pearl merchant on the lookout for choice pearls. When he discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he owned and bought it! Let’s listen to this story about Jesus when he was going to the synagogue one day… 

Bible Story Skit- The Widows Mite                                                                       
Narrator- Jesus (enter man in Biblical costume) went over to the collection box in the Temple and sat and watched as the crowds (enter several people in Biblical costume) dropped in their money. Many rich people put in large amounts (drop in large money sacks). Then a poor widow (enter woman) came and dropped in two pennies. He called his disciples to him and said,
Jesus-  “I assure you, this poor widow has given more than all the others have given. For they gave a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she has.”
The Message
We heard three stories today, what did they all have in common?
· The man who found the treasure sold all he had to get it

· The pearl merchant searched everywhere for the great pearl, and when he found it sold all he had to buy it

· The widow gave all she had in offerings
· The law of giving ten percent was established in the Old Testament. Then Jacob made this vow: “If God will be with me and protect me on this journey and give me food and clothing, and if he will bring me back safely to my father, then I will make the Lord my God. This memorial pillar will become a place for worshiping God, and I will give God a tenth of everything he gives me.” Genesis 28:22

· You must set aside a tithe of your crops—one-tenth of all the crops you harvest each year. Bring this tithe to the place the Lord your God chooses for his name to be honored, and eat it there in his presence. This applies to your tithes of grain, new wine, olive oil, and the firstborn males of your flocks and herds. Deuteronomy 14:22-23

· (Practice reading these 34 verses from Leviticus Chapter 27. The faster you can read it the more effective the point will be)
 The Lord said to Moses,  “Give the following instructions to the Israelites: If you make a special vow to dedicate someone to the Lord by paying the value of that person,  here is the scale of values to be used. A man between the ages of twenty and sixty is valued at fifty pieces of silver﻿﻿; a woman of that age is valued at thirty pieces of silver. A boy between five and twenty is valued at twenty pieces of silver; a girl of that age is valued at ten pieces of silver. A boy between the ages of one month and five years is valued at five pieces of silver; a girl of that age is valued at three pieces of silver. A man older than sixty is valued at fifteen pieces of silver; a woman older than sixty is valued at ten pieces of silver. If you desire to make such a vow but cannot afford to pay the prescribed amount, go to the priest and he will evaluate your ability to pay. You will then pay the amount decided by the priest. “If your vow involves giving a clean animal—one that is acceptable as an offering to the Lord—then your gift to the Lord will be considered holy.  The animal should never be exchanged or substituted for another—neither a good 

animal for a bad one nor a bad animal for a good one. But if such an exchange is 

in fact made, then both the original animal and the substitute will be considered  holy. But if your vow involves an unclean animal—one that is not acceptable as an offering to the Lord—then you must bring the animal to the priest. He will assess its value, and his assessment will be final. If you want to redeem the animal, you must pay the value set by the priest, plus 20 percent. “If you dedicate a house to the Lord, the priest must come to assess its value. The priest’s assessment will be final. If you wish to redeem the house, you must pay the value set by the priest, plus 20 percent. Then the house will again belong to you. “If you dedicate to the Lord a piece of your ancestral property, its value will be assessed by the amount of seed required to plant it—fifty pieces of silver for an area that produces﻿ ﻿ five bushels﻿﻿ of barley seed. If the field is dedicated to the Lord in the Year of Jubilee, then the entire assessment will apply. But if the field is dedicated after the Year of Jubilee, the priest must assess the land’s value in proportion to the years left until the next Year of Jubilee.  If you decide to redeem the dedicated field, you must pay the land’s value as assessed by the priest, plus 20 percent. Then the field will again belong to you. But if you decide not to redeem the field, or if the field is sold to someone else by the priests, it can never be redeemed. When the field is released in the Year of Jubilee, it will be holy, a field specially set apart﻿ for the Lord. It will become the property of the priests. “If you dedicate to the Lord a field that you have purchased but which is not part of your ancestral property, the priest must assess its value based on the years until the next Year of Jubilee. You must then give the assessed value of the land as a sacred donation to the Lord.  In the Year of Jubilee the field will be released to the original owner from whom you purchased it. All the value assessments must be measured in terms of the standard sanctuary shekel.﻿ “You may not dedicate to the Lord the firstborn of your cattle or sheep because the firstborn of these animals already belong to him. However, if it is the firstborn of a ceremonially unclean animal, you may redeem it by paying the priest’s assessment of its worth, plus 20 percent. If you do not redeem it, the priest may sell it to someone else for its assessed value. However, anything specially set apart by the Lord—whether a person, an animal, or an inherited field—must never be sold or redeemed. Anything devoted in this way has been set apart for the Lord as holy. A person specially set apart by the Lord for destruction cannot be redeemed. Such a person must be put to death. A tenth of the produce of the land, whether grain or fruit, belongs to the Lord and must be set apart to him as holy. If you want to redeem the Lord’s tenth of the fruit or grain, you must pay its value, plus 20 percent. The Lord also owns every tenth animal counted off from your herds and flocks. They are set apart to him as holy. The tenth animal must not be selected on the basis of whether it is good or bad, and no substitutions will be allowed. If any exchange is in fact made, then both the original animal and the substituted one will be considered holy and cannot be redeemed. These are the commands that the Lord gave to the Israelites through Moses on Mount Sinai.

· Did you get all that? Thank God for the cross. Jesus freed us from the law. We are no longer under the law, but are now servants to Him, bought with a price. Because He redeemed us. We now owe Him for our very lives. Like the man who found the treasure, like the pearl merchant, and like the widow- shouldn’t we give our all to Him. 
The Ten Million Dollar Question of the Day

How much does a good Christian give?
Allow the children to respond. 
· Have you ever had to say no to something you really wanted because you knew Jesus wouldn’t approve?

· How does saying no to certain things glorify God?

       Worship Experiences
      More Precious than Silver 

Read the lyrics slowly to the children and talk about what they mean. How much is Jesus worth to you? Can you think a prayer of thanks to Jesus for all he has given you? Just close your eyes and think about all the things Jesus has given us, and say thank-you to Him- He is so good to us. Nothing we could desire would compare to Him. 
f.-focusing on and worshipping God

The Greek widows and the Early Church- Acts 6:1-7 
“But if anyone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need and refuses to help—how can God’s love be in that person?” 1 John 3:17        
Praise Offering- a time of worship and praise (suggested songs- All in All, That’s Why Praise Him and More Precious than Silver for a slower prayer song)

Intro Skit- (prop needed- huge gift wrapped with tag.)

Another huge present! That makes four! The tag says “But if anyone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need and refuses to help—how can God’s love be in that person?” 1 John 3:17. Wow, that’s pretty serious stuff, but I guess it’s true. I mean it makes since, remember a couple of weeks ago about the sheep and the goats, and if we do anything for some one in need it’s like we were doing it for Jesus. If we give to others it’s like giving to God? It is an act of worship, and so is our offering. We should do our offering now, part of our offering goes to the upkeep of the church building. If we give to support the church it’s God’s house, and it’s open to everyone in need. If we refuse to support the church then we are refusing to help those in need, and we all need the church, a place to gather together- a place where we can show God’s love. I know there’s another story in the Bible about the early church and how they handled the needs of others in the church. Let’s listen and see what happens in the story. 
Readers Theater- 5 people in Biblical costume
1. In the days of the early church all the believers met together constantly and shared everything they had.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2. They sold their possessions and shared the proceeds with those in need
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.   They felt that what they owned was not their own; they shared everything they had.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
4. They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5. and shared their meals with great joy and generosity—                                           

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. And each day the Lord added to their group those who were being saved. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. There was no poverty among them.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. But as the believers﻿﻿ rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of discontent. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. Those who spoke Greek complained against those who spoke Hebrew, 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Our widows are being discriminated against in the daily distribution of food. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. So the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.“We apostles should spend our time preaching and teaching the word of God, not administering a food program. Now look around among yourselves, brothers, and select seven men who are well respected and are full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom. We will put them in charge of this business.  Then we can spend our time in prayer and preaching and teaching the word.”  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. This idea pleased the whole group and they chose Stephen, Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas of Antioch.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. God’s message was preached in ever-widening circles. The number of believers greatly increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted, too
.

The Message
Wow what a great story about the early church.

· What where some of the things the new believers did together? ATE TOGETHER, MET EVERY DAY AND IN THE TEMPLE, MET IN HOMES, HAD COMMUNION 
· How do you think they felt about their church after sharing with each other so much? LIKE IT WAS A REAL FAMILY
· What did they do when there were problems? THEY CALLED A MEETING

· Talk about what we need to do to make the church better. ANSWERS WILL VARY
The Ten Million Dollar Question of the Day

In what ways is the church the same now as it was then? In what ways is it different? 

Allow the children to respond. 
· Do you think the church has changed for the better?

· What could we do to make it better and how would that glorify God?

       Worship Experiences
      More Precious than Silver 

How much do you treasure Jesus and your church family? Jesus is so precious. And those in need are precious to Him. That’s why we can be so thankful for our church and its leaders. They devote their lives to service and helping those in need. The Bible says every good and perfect gift comes down from the Father of Lights, and the way God created our church family is a good and perfect gift. Let’s close our eyes as we sing our prayer song and think about how precious Jesus is and how precious the gifts He gives us are. Let’s think about what He did so we could have a church family. 
f.-thank-ful for what God has given 

The Laborers in the Vineyard- Matthew 20:1-16

”Remember that the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do.”    Ephesians 6:8

Praise Offering- a time of worship and praise (suggested songs- All in All, That’s Why Praise Him and More Precious than Silver for a slower prayer song)

Intro Skit- (prop needed- huge gift wrapped with tag.)

This is our last present! The tag says ”Remember that the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do.” Ephesians 6:8. We have talked about the many things God has given us. He really is so good to us. And He has promised us He will reward us some day. The greatest reward will be living forever with Him. All because we have accepted the gifts He has given us, and accepted the responsibility with them. The important thing to remember is we do not accept His gifts for our own gain- but to bless others. Evangelism is about sharing the Good News, and stewardship is about sharing the Goods- the Stuff we have with others. Service- servant hood, being a servant of God is about sharing the work. Did you know that? It’s all about sharing. We should do our offering now and share with others what God has given us. I think there’s a story in the Bible about sharing the work. It’s another parable. Jesus told this story to his disciples. Let’s listen and see what happens in the story.

Story Tellers Theater- Story of the Vineyard Workers                              (Props needed in brackets)
For (4) the Kingdom (crown) of Heaven (clouds) is like the owner of an estate who went 
out early one morning (Sun) to hire workers for his vineyard. (Grapes)  He agreed to pay 
(dollar sign) the normal daily wage﻿ and sent them out to work. At nine o’clock (clock) in 
the morning he was passing through (arrow) the marketplace (basket) and saw some 
people (people) standing around doing nothing (stand with hands on hips). So he hired 
them, telling (phone) them he would pay (dollar sign) them whatever was right at the end 
of the day (crescent moon).  At noon (clock) and again around three o’clock (clock) he 
did the same thing, at five o’clock (clock) that evening he was in town again and saw 
some more people (people) standing around. He asked them, ‘Why haven’t you been 
working today?’ “They replied, ‘Because no one hired us.’ The owner of the estate told 
(phone) them, ‘Then go on out and join the others (people) in my vineyard (grapes).’ That 
evening (crescent moon) he told (phone) the foreman to call (phone) the workers in and 
pay (dollar sign) them, beginning with the last workers first (1st).  When those hired at 
five o’clock (clock) were paid (dollar sign), each received a full day’s wage.  When those 
hired earlier (sun) came to get their pay (dollar sign), they assumed they would receive 
more( more dollar signs). But they, too, were paid (dollar sign) a day’s wage. When they 
received their pay (dollar sign), they protested, (mad face) Those people (people) worked 
only one hour (point to clock), and yet you’ve paid (dollar sign) them just as much as you 
paid (dollar sign) us who worked all day in the scorching heat (sun). He answered one of 
them, ‘Friend, I haven’t been unfair (mad face)! Didn’t you agree to work all day for the 
usual wage (dollar sign)? Take it and go. I wanted to pay (dollar sign) this last worker the 
same as you. Is it against the law (handcuffs) for me to do what I want with my money 

(dollar signs)? Should you be angry (mad face) because I am kind (smiley face)?’

And so it is, that many (people) who are first (1st) now will be last then; and those who 
are last now will be first (first) then.”

The Message
The workers who were hired early in the morning weren’t very thankful were they? Remember what He said- Friend, I haven’t been unfair! Didn’t you agree to work all day for the usual wage? Take it and go. I wanted to pay this last worker the same as you. When Jesus told the parable to His disciples he explained what the story meant. Later He said “You know that in this world kings are tyrants, and officials lord it over the people beneath them.  But among you it should be quite different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must become your slave. For even I, the Son of Man, came here not to be served but to serve others, and to give my life as a ransom for many.” 

· What can we learn about servants in this story and from the explanation Jesus gave about what the story means? 
· Do you think the master of the vineyard was fair? YES BECAUSE EVERYONE WAS PAID THE SAME AMOUNT
· What does the story about the workers in the vineyard say about servants for Jesus? IT DOESN’T MATTER HOW LONG YOU’VE BEEN A SERVANT OF CHRIST, THERE IS NO SONORITY,ONE IS NOT MORE VALUED OVER ANOTHER  

·  This story also shows us we should be thankful for what we have and not compare it to what others have. What commandment are you breaking if you are jealous over what someone else has? COVET-NESS 
· How do you think Jesus feels when we complain about what we have? SAD
· Can you see why covet-ness is a sin? BECAUSE IT CAUSES A PERSON TO BE UNGRATEFUL, THEY BELIEVE THEY HAVE LESS, AND FIND IT HARDER TO GIVE TO OTHERS (AND TO GOD) 
The Ten Million Dollar Question of the Day

What does Servant Leadership mean? 

Allow the children to respond. 
· Why should leaders be servants?
· How do you think servant leadership glorifies God?

       Worship Experiences
      More Precious than Silver 

Read the lyrics from the prayer song. Following Jesus is more costly than gold. To accept His ways is to lead by being a servant to others and putting yourself last. That’s not an easy thing to do, but we can if we follow the example Jesus set for us. Let’s think about how costly following Jesus is and say a little prayer of surrender today- surrendering ourselves to Him, because He is worthy of our sacrifice.    

Setting the Scene for S.T.U.F.F.

Begin by stacking up piles of wrapped presents everywhere. Really go over the top. You can paint the boxes to save on wrapping paper or look for sales. You can also photocopy the clip art onto overhead transparency or draw onto flat cardboard and paint. 
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Cardboard presents can also be hung from the ceiling in clusters like mobiles, or hung in chains like garland. Stuff your room to the rafters with  s.t.u.f.f. 
games and stuff

Missions Project ideas

· Adopt a needy family and collect some groceries to deliver

· Make goodie bags for the homeless, seniors, shut-ins, or in-mates

· Have a toy drive for children in the hospital or at Christmas
           Fellowship Events-

· Have a movie night for the families in your church, sell popcorn and snacks as a fundraiser for a charity or ministry project (How the Grinch Stole Christmas is a good one for the holidays)

            Games- use anytime during the STUFF unit for added fun

          Human Tic-Tac-Toe

            Arrange nine chairs into three rows of three. Form two teams. Ask each student questions from the unit’s teaching or currant rally. Each correct answer allows the team to place a child on the “Board”. Before the game cut out large x’s and o’s for the students to hold. 
Wrap’em Up  

You will need two inexpensive plastic table clothes, tape and the words of one of the memory verses printed on paper. Form two teams and have each team pick a child to play the part of the present. The present stands at one end of the room and the rest line up for the relay. The first person races to the present wraps them up and tapes it. The other racers race and tape the memory verse on the present in the correct order. The first team to wrap and stick the verse on wins. 

Unwrap it  

You will need one cardboard box for each word (or group of words depending on the length of the verse) for each team. You will also need to print the words on paper, place in the box crumpled up with other paper (used newspaper or scrap wrapping paper). Wrap up the boxes marking the boxes for each team with a tag (Team A and Team B for example). Have teams race to open the presents, find the word, and put it in order. 
Tag Memory Verse Mix up
          Make giant gift tags and print one word from the verse on each tag, make two sets. Divide into two teams and throw the mixed up tags in a pile. Teams race to find each word and lay out the tags in the right order. Photocopy enough patterns to complete the verse 
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Use these tags for memory verse games or signs, or even prayer cards

“You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me.” Malachi 3:8
“I assure you, whatever you have done for the least of my brothers and sisters,﻿﻿ you did for me!” 
Matthew 25:40 paraphrased
“You will be glorifying God through your generous gifts.” 
2 Corinthians 9:13
“But if anyone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need and refuses to help—how can God’s love be in that person?” 
              1 John 3:17
“Remember that the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do.”                    Ephesians 6:8  
More Precious than Silver  
Lord you are more precious than silver

Lord you are more costly than gold

Lord you are more beautiful than diamonds

And nothing I desire compares with you

Oh Lord      

