Spy School Object Lessons
Review powerpoint presentation for visuals.

Lesson One-

Codes

(slide three) Spies and the military use secret codes everyday to protect their messages from others. The science of scrambling and unscrambling secret messages is called "cryptology." Can you guess what a scientist who does scrambling and unscrambling is called? A "cryptologist!" Jesus has a message that he wants all his disciples to share with the world, and he doesn’t want us to keep it a secret. The message is called the gospel, it’s a message of God’s love. As part of your Spy School training we have five messages you will have to decode. If you bring your Spy School homework books back to church four weeks from now you will graduate and be given a reward, but it’s a top secret mission and you’ll have to come back week five to find out what it is. I want to show you a really neat code today called a "Pigpen" Frame Cipher . (review slides from the Spy School PowerPoint) It looks like this (slide four). We’ll decode today’s Bible point using this code (slide five). USING THE CIPHER DECODE THE MESSAGE “I CAN HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD”. Does anyone here know what fellowship is? Fellowship is sort of like friendship. It’s the kind of relationship you have with Jesus and the rest of his family. The Great Commission is our invitation to share with others the experience of loving fellowship, or friendship with God. In your small groups you will learn today what kind of fellowship God wants to have with you. It is an important part of the Great Commission, and it’s an important part of the gospel message.     
Lesson two-
Disguises 

(slide 9) Spies often wear disguises so people will not recognize them when they are on top secret missions and assignments. Some times they wear masks (slide 10), or hats (slide 11), masks and hats like these aren’t very good for spies but (slide 12) a disguise that is a little more like this (point to slide 12) works well. It is a little harder to detect. A person would have to look closely to see that the moustache is a fake. Wigs and sunglasses and hats cover up natural features. Features like hair and eye color. (optional try on several wigs and glasses or hats to show how they can change appearances) To really know who Jesus is, we have to look closer in the Bible. The Bible doesn’t try to hide who Jesus is, there is lots of scripture that explains who Jesus is. One description in the Bible of who Jesus is- is an advocate. An advocate is someone who defends you, an ally, or an agent working on your behalf. Because he is our Advocate we have other blessings too. When you go into your small groups today you’ll learn what having Jesus as an Advocate means and what other blessings come with that promise. 

Lesson three-

Invisible ink

(ADDICTIONAL MATERIALS- LEMON JUICE, A SMALL GLASS, TOOTHPICKS, AND AN ELECTRIC IRON, before hand use these supplies to write the message “ Love is more than just words” on a piece of paper.) 

Spies sometimes use invisible ink to hide their messages (slide 16). Today I will show you how to make invisible ink using some simple ingredients. All you have to do is pour a little lemon juice (slide 17) into a small glass. You will have to soften the point of a toothpick in the juice. You can write a message with your homemade ink (option let a volunteer try to write with the ink). To make the message visible you will have to burn it with a hot iron. At home you’ll have to ask a parent to help you, so you don’t get hurt. I have today’s Bible point written in invisible ink let’s use the iron to reveal it. (Run the iron over the paper a couple of times to gently burn the juice, the message should appear brown.) Here’s the secret message “love is more than just words”, what do you think that means? John the Apostle wrote that we should show God’s love to others not just by telling them God loves them but by our actions. Today in your small groups you’ll be learning a little more about why that is important. 
Lesson four-

Examining the Evidence

(slide 21) Spies with the FBI, the Federal Bureau of Investigations in the USA often have to examine evidence from crime scenes to find the criminals. (slide 22) They have to examine each little piece of evidence for proof. The FBI uses magnifying glasses and microscopes to examine evidence to small for the naked eye to see. (optional- finger print lifting demonstration. You will need a small clear glass, cornstarch or baby powder, clear tape, a small brush, and a small piece of black construction paper. Practice lifting prints before the object lesson. Press your finger print onto the glass. Gently bush powder over the print. Carefully cover the print with the clear tape and peal off of the glass. Attach to the black paper.) Our finger print is very small and hard to see. Without a magnifying glass and powder you can’t even see it. You can’t use a magnifying glass to see if God is real can you? We use faith to see and believe. But what about people who don’t know about God, people who don’t have faith. They are going to look to us aren’t they? If we say God is real they will look for evidence won’t they? They will want to know what proof we have, right? In your small group today you will learn a bit about what proof we have and how to make God real to them. The FBI relies a lot on witnesses too, you’ll be learning about being a witness. You will also learn how it benefits us, what blessings we can have being a witness for Christ.

Lesson Five-

Spy Gear

(slide 26) We’ve learned a lot about the different tools spies use. But today we’re going to talk about three special spy gadgets high tech spies use to gather information (slide 27). Spy specs help us see things we wouldn’t normally be able to see, like binoculars, magnifying glasses, or microscopes right? (Read the slide to the children going over each of the spy gear outlined) These are really neat gadgets to use, but remember last lesson when we talked about witnesses? The Apostle John wrote about three witnesses in his letter 1John. Chapter 5 verse 7 reads- “ For there are three that bear record in heaven (three witnesses), the Father, the Word (which is Jesus), and the Holy Spirit: and these three are one.”. As an Agent of Christ we have these three witnesses to help others understand who God is and how He loves them. The Holy Spirit is like the spy specs because he opens our eyes to see and understand the Word. Jesus is like the spy bugs that amplify sound and allow us to hear, he is the Living Word of God. We know more about God because Jesus came and showed (revealed) him to us. God is like the safe cracker because he has unlocked all the blessings, and promise of eternal life to all who believe that Jesus is the Son of God.
