Skit Director’s Guide
A Modern Tale of The Pilgrim’s Progress 
Character Descriptions:
Act 1
CHARACTERS- 14 in total
Narrator, not seen on set, no costume needed, read-only lines, in all 8 Acts
Christian, pilgrims costume in earth tones, humble fabric, no detail, in all 8 Acts
Wife, simple dress, one line, in Act One only
4 children, every day clothes, non-speaking roles, in Act One only
Evangelist, one of the main characters, dressed in colorful suit, in three acts
Stubborn, everyday clothing, three lines, in Act One only
Changeable, everyday clothing, two lines (appears in two acts)
small crowd (three or four) of extras, everyday clothing, non-speaking roles (one act)
PROPS- A LARGE BOOK, LARGE BACKPACK, BLANKET 

Act 2
CHARACTERS- 7 in total
Narrator, Christian, Evangelist
Changeable, everyday clothing, 2 lines

Help, peasant type costume similar to Christian, one line, in one act

Mr. Worldly Wisdom, dresses in dark suit, in one act

Goodwill, peasant type costume, three lines, in one act
PROPS- A LARGE BOOK, LARGE BACKPACK

Act 3 
CHARACTERS- 16 in total
Narrator, Christian
The Explainer-everyday clothing, one line, in one act

The caged man, peasant type costume similar to Christian, non-speaking part, in one act

2 men, everyday clothes, one non- speaking part, one with one line, in one act

3 soldiers, in costume, non-speaking parts, in one act

Small crowd of extras (three or four) in everyday clothes, in one act

3 angels in costume, two with speaking parts, one line each, in two acts (again in act 8)

PROPS- A LARGE BOOK, LARGE BACKPACK, TABLE, BOOK, SWORD, PAPER SCROLL

Act 4 

CHARACTERS- 7 in total
Narrator, Christian
Mr. On-the-Surface-everyday clothing, two lines, in one act

Mr. Pretender-everyday clothing, one line, in one act

Scared- everyday clothes, one line, in one act

Distrust- everyday clothing, one line, in one act

Mr. Watchful- peasant type costume similar to Christians, one line in two acts 

PROPS- A LARGE BOOK
Act 5 

CHARACTERS- 8 in total

Narrator, Christian

Mr. Watchful- doorman costume, 4 lines this act
Mercy- maiden costume, one line, in one act

Love, Hope, and Joy- maiden costumes, non-speaking parts, in one act

the Enemy- not seen on set, reads lines, in one act
PROPS- A LARGE BOOK, HELMET, BREASTPLATE, SHIELD, SWORD, SHOES, SNACK LUNCH

Act 6

CHARACTERS- 37 in total
Narrator, Christian and Evangelist

2 men from the extras (to join angry crowd), in one act, 2 lines
the Giant Lawless, dressed in rags, non-speaking role, in one act only
Faithful, peasant costume, much like Christians, in one act 

angry crowd 20-30 extras including: Mayor, Envy, Superstition, Mr. Crawler, Judge, Mr. Blindman, Mr. Nasty, Mr. Headstrong, Mr. Cruelty all in loud and colorful attire, except the Mayor (in business suit) and the Judge (in robe), most with only one line or two
PROPS- A LARGE BOOK, SWORD, A NET, CAVE ENTRANCE PROP BOARD, NOISE MAKERS, MUSICAL INSTRUMNETS, POTS AND PANS TO BANG, WARES TO SELL, CAGE PROP BOARD, FAKE GARBAGE AND ROTTEN FOOD, WITNESS STAND PROP BOARD OR CHAIR, TABLE AND STAND

Act 7

CHARACTERS- 9 in total

Narrator, Christian
Hopeful, peasant costume much like Christians, 4 lines in two acts
4 men, in everyday dress, one line, in one act
the Giant Despair, in shabby clothes, three lines in one act
and his wife, in shabby dress, two lines in one act
PROPS- A LARGE BOOK, CAGE PROP BOARD, GIANT KEY, GATE PROP BOARD, SIGN

Act 8

CHARACTERS- 18 in total 

Narrator, Christian, Hopeful 

2 Shepherds, in costume, one line each, in one act
Stupid, in every day clothes, 2 lines in one act
the Flatter, in angel costume, with every day clothes on underneath, one line in one act
4 angels, in costume, non-speaking role

2 men, in every day clothes (from extras), one line, in one act

Hopeless, in every day clothes, non-speaking role, in one act

2 trumpeters, dressed in angel robes, non-speaking role, in one act 

Mr. Never-will-believe-it, non-speaking role, in one act
off set voice (not narrators), one line, in one act 

PROPS- SHEPHERD STAFFS, TELESCOPE, NET, FERRY OR SMALL BOAT, 2 SCROLLS, GATE PROP BOARD

A Modern Tale of The Pilgrim’s Progress 
PowerPoint Cues:
Act One

CHARACTERS- 

Narrator, Christian, Wife, 4 children, Evangelist, Stubborn, Changeable, small crowd (three or four) of extras

PROPS- A LARGE BOOK, LARGE BACKPACK, BLANKET 

POWERPOINT CUES- 
Scene one:

POWERPOINT SLIDE 4

spot light downstage right

Narrator- I dreamed that I saw a man with a book in his hand and a great burden on his back. (enter Christian upstage left to center stage) I saw him open the book and as he read, he cried.
Christian- “Oh, what do I have to do to be saved?”

POWERPOINT SLIDE 5

Narrator- The man’s name was Christian; he lived in the City of Destruction. In the book, he read that the city was going to be burnt with fire from heaven, that all would die unless they found an escape. So Christian went home to tell his family (Christian moves downstage left).

Scene Two:

POWERPOINT SLIDE 6

SMALL COT

(enter downstage left wife and four children, Christian and wife mime conversation) 

Wife- Have you gone crazy? Honestly, all this talk of eternal judgment, oh my dear, you are a good man, what on earth have you to fear? Everything will be fine; all you need is some rest. You have worked yourself up into an awful state. Children quiet now your father needs to lie down, help me put him to bed. (Christian moves center stage spot light following, and crawls in bed, family leaves upstage right) 

Narrator- But, instead of sleeping, Christian spent the night tossing and turning, moaning and groaning. When morning came, he felt worse (Christian moves downstage left spot light following)! POWERPOINT SLIDE 7- Christian went to work- still reading his book and still carrying his burden. 
Scene Three:

POWERPOINT SLIDE 8- He wanted to run, but could not decide which way (enter Evangelist upstage center moving toward Christian). A man called Evangelist approached him. 

Evangelist- Why are you crying?

Christian- I’ve been reading this book, now I am afraid of the judgment of God, and I’m terribly tried, this burden on my back will sink me- I want to be rid of it.   

Evangelist- So why are you just standing here? Don’t you know the way to go?

Christian- No (visibly frightened) No I don’t.

Evangelist- (pointing toward audience) Do you see that wooden gate? POWERPOINT SLIDE 9(Christian shakes head and shrugs shoulders) Then can you see a shining light? Keep your eye fixed on that light, and go that way. Take the straight path to the gate. Knock, and someone will tell you what to do next. 
Scene Four:

(Evangelist leaves center stage left, enter Headstrong and Changeable upstage right approaching Christian center stage)

POWERPOINT SLIDE 10

Narrator- Christian’s friends had come out to watch him, some mocked, and others threatened. But two decided to try to bring him back to the City of Destruction- one called Stubborn, the other Changeable. They ran after him, and soon caught up with him.

Christian- If you’ve come to try to take me back you’re wasting your time. You live in the City of Destruction, you should come with me.

Stubborn- What? And leave behind our home and friends?

Christian- Yes! I’m seeking a never-ending kingdom, where we will live for ever. Here read about it in my book (Christian tries to hand Obstinate the book)

Stubborn- Nonsense! Never mind that old book, come back with us. It’s foolishness. 

Christian- I won’t! I’m not going back!

Changeable- If what Christian says is true, I’m going with him.

Stubborn- What ever! I’m going home, I’m not going a step further with you two fools (leaves upstage right).
Changeable- Tell me more Christian, about this place we are going. 

Christian- There they will give us crowns of glory and clothes shining like the sun. There won’t be anymore crying, the owner of the place will wipe away every tear! 

Act Two
CHARACTERS- 

Narrator, Christian, Changeable, Help, Mr. Worldly Wisdom, Evangelist, Goodwill
PROPS- A LARGE BOOK, LARGE BACKPACK

POWERPOINT CUES-
Scene One:

POWERPOINT SLIDE 4-Narrator- As Christian and Changeable hurried on ( move downstage left) they came to a bog called the Swamp of Despond. Before they knew what was happening they had both fallen in. 
Changeable- Where are we Christian (shouting)?

Christian- I have no idea (sounding upset and confused)

Changeable- Is this the reward you promised? With a beginning like this, what can we expect at the end of the journey! (turns to leave upstage left) I’m turning back, before it is too late. 

Narrator- Christian struggled to reach the other side of the bog, because of the burden on his back, when he got there he couldn’t pull himself out. Just then a man called Help came along. (enters downstage left)
Help- What are you doing in there? Didn’t you see the stepping stones?

Didn’t you see the danger before you fell in? Here (reaches out) give me your hand. I’ll help you to firm ground. (exit downstage left)
Scene Two-

POWERPOINT SLIDE 5- Narrator- So Christian continued on his way towards the wooden gate. But more trouble was in store. A man called Mr. Worldly Wiseman, who lived in a town called Earthly Ways, was crossing the street (enter upstage right).

Mr. Worldly Wiseman- Hey, where do you think you’re going with such a huge burden? You’re not trying to reach the wooden gate are you? That Evangelist is always trying to lead people astray. There’s no more difficult road then the one he’s sent you on.  I can see from your muddy clothes you have already fallen in to the Swamp of Despond. But that’s only the start! You’ll meet far worse yet, don’t risk your life listening to a stranger like him! I know a man, Mr. Law; he can help you with your burden.

Christian- Will he help me? Which way is Mr. Law’s house?

Mr. Worldly Wiseman- See that high hill? POWERPOINT SLIDE 6- Go past that, and the first house you’ll come to is Mr. Law’s.

Narrator- Mr. Worldly Wiseman had directed Christian down the wrong road. POWERPOINT SLIDE 7- What he didn’t tell him was that the high hill was very scary. It seemed to hang over the road- and worse fire fall down from it. Because of his burden, Christian could have easily fallen. He shook with fear. At that very moment Evangelist appeared on the path, (enter upstage right) with a face so stern Christian blushed with shame. 

POWERPOINT SLIDE 8- Evangelist- Aren’t you the man I found crying outside the City of Destruction? Didn’t I send you to the wooden gate? Why have you turned away so quickly? 

Christian- You see sir, I met a man who told me I’d find someone in the next village who could take my burden from me. He said he’d show me an easier way than the way you sent me.

Evangelist- You have listened to the advice of Mr. Worldly Wiseman not the Word of God.  Mr. Law can’t free you from your burden; he is just a great big cheat!

Christian- How stupid I was to listen to Worldly Wiseman. I’ll turn back quickly, and I will not feel safe until I am back on the road I left (Evangelist leaves upstage left, pats Christian on the back encouragingly).

Narrator- POWERPOINT SLIDE 9-When Christian finally was nearer to the little wooden gate, he saw that it was shut. And as he reached and arrow flew past his ear SOUND EFFECT ARROWS WHOSH (Christian ducks). Over the little wooden gate a sign read: (click for PowerPoint animation) KNOCK, AND IT SHALL OPEN TO YOU. Christian didn’t wait; he knocked with all his might SOUND EFFECT LOUD KNOCKING as arrows flew all around him. 
(click for PowerPoint animation) Goodwill- Who’s there?

Christian- A poor pilgrim with a burden, I’m from the City of Destruction, trying to get to the Celestial City. 

Narrator- To his relief, the gate quickly opened, and the Gate-keeper called Goodwill pulled him in to safety. 

Christian- Who’s shooting those arrows (asking out of breath)?

Goodwill- The prince of devils, his soldiers shoot at anyone who tries to enter. They try to kill you before you reach safety. You are lucky to be alive. But why are you on your own? Didn’t any of your friends or family see the danger? Didn’t anyone follow you?

Christian- Changeable came a little way, until we both fell in the Slough of Despond, then he wouldn’t come any further. But I am no better; I nearly turned aside too, after listening to Worldly Wiseman. I don’t know what would have happened to me if Evangelist hadn’t been there. And I am terribly uncomfortable with this burden on my back, I can’t seem to shift it no matter how hard I try.

Goodwill- Just keep to the straight and narrow path, it will lead you to the Place of Freedom, continue on your journey. 

Act 3 
CHARACTERS- 

Narrator, Christian, The Explainer, the caged man, 2 men, 3 soldiers, small crowd of extras, 3 angels
PROPS- A LARGE BOOK, LARGE BACKPACK, TABLE, BOOK, SWORD, PAPER SCROLL
POWERPOINT CUES-
Scene One-

POWERPOINT SLIDE 4                                     

Narrator- After walking some time, Christian came to the Explainer’s House, POWERPOINT SLIDE 5- it was big and mysterious. Goodwill had told Christian that the Explainer could pass on some wisdom for his journey. Christian knocked at the door.

Christian- Sir, I’m going to the Celestial city, and I was told you could show me some things that might help me on my journey.

Narrator- The Explainer led Christian into a dark room where a man sat in an iron cage. POWERPOINT SLIDE 6- The man was once a pilgrim on his way to the Celestial City, but he did not keep watch. Now he is kept in an iron cage and can’t get out.

The Explainer- Remember what you have seen Christian.

Narrator- the Explainer led Christian to a POWERPOINT SLIDE 7-gateway, where sat a man with a book waiting to write the name of all who wanted to enter. The gate was guarded by three soldiers, ready to attack any visitors. A crowd was waiting but no one dare go in. Finally a bold man came up. (enter man upstage left)

Man- Write my name in sir (man draws a sword and cuts his way through)
Christian- I think I know the lesson of this man, my safety depends not on being clever, but on being brave. (exit the Explainer and man, upstage left)

POWERPOINT SLIDE 8- Narrator- And so Christian continued on his way; Christian started to run- or did his best to, with that great load on his back. At the bottom of the hill, he passed a tomb. Above it, he found himself by a cross. POWERPOINT SLIDE 9- As the shadow of the cross fell over him, suddenly the burden dropped from his shoulders and fell right off his back. Christian just couldn’t believe it! He was astonished that gazing at the cross had set him free. As he stood there three shining ones appeared (enter angels upstage right). POWERPOINT SLIDE 10
First angel- You are washed clean (Second angel covers Christian in white robe)

Third angel- Guard this carefully (hand Christian paper scroll) Only give it up when you have reached the gate of the Celestial City.

Narrator- Christian jumped for joy, and went on singing, along his journey.

Week 4 

CHARACTERS- 

Narrator, Christian, Mr. On-the-Surface, Mr. Pretender, Scared, Distrust, Mr. Watchful
PROPS- A LARGE BOOK

POWERPOINT CUES:
Narrator- There was a wall on each side of this stretch of the road. POWERPOINT SLIDE 4- As Christian set off again- free of his burden- two strangers jumped over the wall.  One was called Mr. On-the-Surface and the other Mr. Pretender.

Christian- Excuse me but, where have you come from?

Mr. On-the-Surface- We’ve come from the Land of Emptiness, and we’re on our way to the Heavenly City.

Christian- Then why did you jump over the wall, instead of coming through the wooden gate? Don’t you know that anyone who climbs in a different way is a thief?

Mr. On-the-Surface- It’s a long way to the gate, our people have always taken this short cut.

Mr. Pretender- It doesn’t matter how we got in, if we’re in, we’re in right?

Christian- I walk by my Master’s rules, you go your own way (Mr. On-the-Surface and Mr. Pretender respond with laughing)

Narrator- The three continued together, POWERPOINT SLIDE 5- until they reached a crossroads. One wide road went left; another wide road went right; but the narrow road went straight on- up the great, black Hill Difficulty. POWERPOINT SLIDE 6- Which road would they choose? Mr. On-the-Surface went left on the road called Danger, he lost his way forever. Mr. Pretender went right on the road called Ruin. He stumbled and fell, and never got up again. Christian went straight up the hill Difficulty. (Christian first runs, then walks, clambers, then on his hands and knees)

Christian- POWERPOINT SLIDE 7-A shelter, it must have been built by the Lord of the Hill. I’ll rest for just a moment here (opens scroll and reads to himself, lies down. Enter stage downstage right running Scared and Distrust)

Narrator- POWERPOINT SLIDE 8- Out of the twilight appeared two men- Scared and Distrust.

Christian- What’s the matter? You’re going the wrong way.

Scared- We were going to the Heavenly City, but the further we went the more dangers we met- we’re giving up and turning back!

Distrust- We met two lions on the road, if they might have torn us to pieces! (Scared and Distrust run off stage upstage left)

Christian- If I go on, I’ll die, and if I go back I’ll surely die, what shall I do? My scroll! What did  I do with it? (frantically looks around set) What a fool I’ve been, I’ll have to retrace my steps. I’ve walked the same road three times! I might have gone miles now! (finds scroll behind set). I can finally see the towers of a palace. Perhaps they’ll put me up for the night. 

Narrator- POWERPOINT SLIDE 9- Christian continued climbing. But as he got nearer to the Palace Beautiful he could hear through the darkness the roaring of lions. Christian nearly ran back like Scared and Distrust. The palace porter, Mr. Watchful, called out to Christian.

Mr. Watchful- Do not be afraid. The lions are on long chains, if you keep to the middle of the path, they can’t harm you.

Narrator- Christian followed his instructions, but he was shaking with fear. (SOUND EFFECTS LIONS ROARING). A minute later, Christian was through and reached the gate unharmed.

Act 5
CHARACTERS- 

Narrator, Christian, Mr. Watchful, Mercy (Love, Hope, And Joy), and the Enemy

PROPS- A LARGE BOOK, HELMET, BREASTPLATE, SHIELD, SWORD, SHOES, SNACK LUNCH

POWERPOINT CUES:

Scene One-

POWERPOINT SLIDE 4-Christian- Can I stay here the night?

Watchful- That depends, who are you and what is your business?

Christian- My name is Christian, I come from the City of Destruction, I’m going to the Heavenly City. I’m sorry, I know I am late, I dropped my scroll on the hill Difficulty and had to go back for it. I would have been here sooner.

Watchful- Well that is a sorry tale- I’ll call one of the young ladies who live here. She might introduce you to her sisters, maybe one will let you in. (sound effects door bell). Good evening Mercy, this is a pilgrim named Christian, he is on his way to the Heavenly City.

Mercy- We have to be very careful who we allow in, but this house was built for pilgrims. It is the Palace Beautiful. Christian, you may come in and rest.

Narrator- So, for the moment Christian was safe and could rebuild his strength. The next morning Christian wanted to continue his journey but the four sisters- Love, Hope, Mercy, and Joy wouldn’t let him leave without showing him around. From the roof they showed him the Mountains of Delight. Next the sisters took him to the cellars, where they fit him with the Armor of God. First, a helmet and breastplate, that could save his life; then a shield, to ward off flaming arrows: then a trusty sword, that could cut through  anything.; and, finally, shoes that would never wear out. So, fully armed, Christian hurried at last to the gate. POWERPOINT SLIDE 5
Christian- Have you seen any other pilgrims pass?

Watchful- Yes, one man in recent days. 

Christian- Did he mention his name?

Watchful- He said he was Faithful.

Christian- He comes from the town I was born, I wonder if I might catch up and travel with him. Goodbye porter, I must hurry.  

Narrator- Christian hurried down the other side of the hill. There he found himself in a lonely valley, POWERPOINT SLIDE 6- the Valley of Breaking. He stopped to eat and rest thinking to himself that perhaps the worse was over. Suddenly darkness fell across the sun POWERPOINT SLIDE 7-and he saw the Enemy (click for PowerPoint animation) stalking towards him. Terrified Christian could not decide rather to retreat or stand and fight. Then he remembered he had no protection for his back- so he couldn’t run away.

Enemy- Who dares to come this way? 

Christian- I am Christian, I have come from the City of Destruction-

Enemy- Then you are one of my people. I am the king of that city. Why are you fleeing from me, your king?

Christian- I may have been born in that city, but now I serve a new king, the King of Kings. I can’t turn my back on him.

Enemy- You turned you’re back on me, yet I am willing to forget about that. Besides you have already failed him. You fell in the Swamp of Despond, you fell asleep and even lost your scroll …

Christian- I know, but the King of Kings is merciful and forgiving.

Enemy- I’m the enemy of this King! I hate him, I hate his laws and I hate his people! Give him the slip, work for me- and I’ll double your wages.

Christian- But I know your wages. A person can’t live on them. They’re the wages of death.

Enemy- You are right, now prepare to die!

Christian- I will not fear, for I am on the King’s Highway!

Narrator- A battle then began, Christian held his shield up and his sword high in the air. 

Christian- When I fall, then I rise! (shouting victoriously)

Enemy- (Roaring and drawing back, click for PowerPoint animation)
Christian- POWERPOINT SLIDE 8-This battle is over, but for all I know, some other enemy is lying in wait for me.

Narrator- Christian rested. But he knew his journey was far from over. 

Act 6

CHARACTERS- 

Narrator, Christian, 2 men, the Giant Lawless, Faithful, and Evangelist, angry crowd 20-30 extras including: Mayor, Envy, Superstition, Mr. Crawler, Judge, Mr. Blindman, Mr. Nasty, Mr. Headstrong, Mr. Cruelty
PROPS- A LARGE BOOK, SWORD, A NET, CAVE ENTRANCE PROP BOARD, NOISE MAKERS, MUSICAL INSTRUMNETS, POTS AND PANS TO BANG, WARES TO SELL, CAGE PROP BOARD, FAKE GARBAGE AND ROTTEN FOOD, WITNESS STAND PROP BOARD OR CHAIR, TABLE AND STAND
POWERPOINT CUES:

Narrator- POWERPOINT SLIDE 4- Christian now had to enter another valley- the darkest yet.

2 men- (running out of set) Back! Go Back!

Christian- Why? What’s the matter? What happened?

1st man- What’s the matter, are you nuts? We went as far as we dared! It’s pitch dark down there!

2nd man- The only sound is the howling of people who never found their way back! This is the Valley of the Shadow of Death!

Narrator- Christian went forward, sword in hand, the path was very narrow, and the air full of weird noises.

Christian- By now, I’m half way through. It may be just as dangerous to turn back as to go on.(voice of stage)- Although I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me.

Narrator- Immediately Christian took courage. Day was dawning, though the first part of the valley was dangerous, the second part was even worse.

Christian- The road ahead is full of pitfalls, traps, and hidden nets. I don’t know that I will make it. (Stumbling with walking, trapped in a net, and other suitable props)

Narrator- Just when he thought he was out of the valley, Christian came across POWERPOINT SIDE 5- the entrance to a dark cave. (a hand reaches out to try to grab him) The Giant Lawless lived there, he had grown to stiff to walk, all he could do was sit at the caves entrance. He could no longer harm passing pilgrims. POWERPOINT SLIDE 6- Christian hurried safely on his way.(Faithful runs on set)

Christian- Wait! Wait, until I catch up!

Faithful- There’s an enemy at my heels! Run!

Christian- Wait, it’s okay! Travel with me to the Celestial City. It’s better not to travel alone.

Faithful- (Evangelist enters set) Who’s that!(scarred)

Christian- That’s my good friend Evangelist.

Evangelist- There are still many trials to come before you can enter the Celestial City. You soon will come to the town of Vanity. Be careful, you have many enemies there.
Narrator- There was a fair all year long in the town of Vanity. POWERPOINT SLIDE 7- Cheats, thieves, and pickpockets lined the streets. Christian and faithful had to pass through the crowds, but the crowd quickly noticed they were different and teased and mocked them.

Angry Crowds- Buy our goods! Buy this! Buy that! Buy! Buy! Buy!

Christian- We buy only the truth! (Christian and Faithful plug their ears and a riot breaks out in the crowd)

Mayor- “Arrest those villains, and take away their weapons!”

Narrator- Officers threw Faithful and Christian into a cage. As they sat there people came and threw garbage and rotten food at them (Crowd yelling Try them! Try them!).So Christian and Faithful were brought before the Judge POWERPOINT SLIDE 8- Hate-good, who called for witnesses.

Envy- Your Honor, my name is Envy; I have known this man for a very long time. He is one of the most evil people in this country.

Superstition- This prisoner says that our religion is nonsense.

Mr. Crawler- My name is Mr. Crawler. Your worshipful Lordship Sir, and all you very fine gentlemen gathered here – I heard this vagabond say things he ought never to have said. Things against our noble prince Beelzebub, and his esteemed friends, lord Deluxe and sir Have-it Greedy.

Judge- You have heard these fine citizens testify against you, you are obviously a desperate criminal, what have you got to say for yourself?

Faithful- Your laws are clean against God’s Word.

Judge- The jury may go ahead and reach a verdict. I think we have heard quite enough! Mr. Blindman, what say you sir?

Mr. Blindman- I can see clearly this man is some kind of a nut- a Jesus freak or something of the sort!

Judge- Mr. No Good?

Mr. No Good- Away with him!

Judge- Mr. Nasty, your verdict? 

Mr. Nasty- Yes, yes your Honor- Away with him. I hate the very look of him!

Judge- Mr. Headstrong, what would be the sentence sir?

Mr. Headstrong- Hang him! Hang him!

Judge- Mr. Cruelty would you agree?

Mr. Cruelty- Hanging is too good for him!

Narrator- They found Faithful; guilty and killed him. But a chariot POWERPOINT SLIDE 9- was waiting for him. He was taken up and flew through the clouds to the sound of trumpets. Faithful arrived first at the Celestial City, and the King of Kings gave him a crown of life.

.

Act 7

CHARACTERS- 

Narrator, Christian, Hopeful, 4 men, the Giant Despair, and his WIFE
PROPS- A LARGE BOOK, CAGE PROP BOARD, GIANT KEY, GATE PROP BOARD, SIGN
POWERPOINT CUES:

Narrator- A man named Hopeful was so impressed by Faithful and Christian that he helped Christian escape to safety. POWERPOINT SLIDE 4-The road took them to the City of Fine Speech, POWERPOINT SLIDE 5- and four of the most untrustworthy characters came out to meet them (enter four actors)

1st- we too are going to the Celestial City.

2nd- We should indeed be glad of your company.

3rd- It would be an honor.

4th- A fine privilege.

Narrator- Hopeful was all for joining them, but Christian had heard that in their city they worshiped money. He recognized two as Mr. Facing Both Ways and Mr. Money-Love.

Christian- I don’t like the look of them one bit (whispering to Hopeful), they’re not as nice as they seem.

Narrator- Christian and Hopeful quickly hurried past them. POWERPOINT SLIDE 6- They hadn’t gone far before the road was very rough- the two became discouraged. In a meadow ahead there appeared to be a short cut. 

Christian- Here’s a better route; POWERPOINT SLIDE 7- come on Hopeful, the path is smoother here.

Hopeful- What if it takes us the wrong way?

Christian- Oh, I don’t think it will, look someone is ahead.

Narrator- Down the short cut the two went, but they had made a terrible mistake. Darkness came and they lost sight of the man ahead. Suddenly, they heard a shriek in the night (SOUND EFFECTS SCREAMING)
Hopeful- Let’s go no further!

Christian- Who would have thought this path would lead to no where, let’s go back!

Narrator- But as soon as they tried to turn back it started to rain. Lightning POWERPOINT SLIDE 8- and thunder surrounded them. Soon the rain washed away the path. They found a narrow ledge to shelter, waiting for dawn. The two, worn out, both fell asleep. They were woken by a grim voice.

Giant- And what do you think you’re doing on my grounds?

Christian- We’re just two pilgrims, who have lost their way.

Giant- You’re trespassing! I’m going to teach you a lesson (dragging both and throwing them in a dungeon). POWERPOINT SLIDE 9
Narrator- The two lay for days without a single bite of bread or drop of water. The giant Despair had a wife, whom he never did anything with out her advice.

Wife- You’re much too soft! Beat them within an inch of their lives!

Narrator- the Giant Despair would have killed them, except he fell into one of his fits. He threw them back in the dungeon to deal with them later.

Hopeful- Brother, bear up! And keep praying!

Christian- Hopeful, in my pocket I have an old key called Promise. It just might fit the lock!

Hopeful- Try it!

Narrator- the lock was stiff, but at last, the key began to turn. The door swung open, and the light of dawn shone in.

Giant- what’s that noise!

Wife- Better go and see, don’t let the prisoners get away!

Narrator- Christian and Hopeful ran through the door and then ran through a great iron gate. POWERPOINT SLIDE 10- The Giant was upon them, but as he came into the light, he had another fit. POWERPOINT SLIDE 11- Christian and Hopeful were quickly out of the castle. At the place they had gone astray they put up a notice- THE WAY TO DOUBTING CASTLE, WARNING: TRESSPASSERS WILL BE DESTROYED. And they continued safely on the Kings Highway.

Act 8

CHARACTERS- 

Narrator, Christian, Hopeful, 2 Shepherds, Stupid, the Flatter, Mr. Never-will-believe-it, 4 angels, 2 men, Hopeless, 2 trumpeters, off set voice (not narrators)  

PROPS- SHEPHERD STAFFS, TELESCOPE, NET, FERRY OR SMALL BOAT, 2 SCROLLS, GATE PROP BOARD
POWERPOINT CUES:

Narrator- POWERPOINT SLIDE 4- Christian and his new friend Hopeful now came to the Mountains of Delight. They washed in clear calm streams, drank, and eat fresh fruit from the orchards. They met shepherds POWERPOINT SLIDE 5- feeding their flocks, and lead them to the highest peek.

1st Shepherd- If you look through our telescope there’s your first glimpse of the Celestial City, there just past the Golden Gate.

2nd Shepherd- But beware of the Flatter- and watch out for the Enchanted Grounds.

Narrator- Christian and Hopeful continued POWERPOINT SLIDE 6-on their journey (Stupid enters set)

Christian- You didn’t come in through the little wooden gate,- you got in by this crooked lane!

Stupid- They can’t possibly expect me to go all the way back! When I get to the gates of Heaven I’m sure I can explain. I don’t have a scroll like you, but I’m sure they know who I am.

Christian- But they might think you are a robber!

Stupid- They know I’m not a robber! My name is Stupid, I’m just a pilgrim like you, I’m sure all will be fine. You do things your way, and I’ll do them mine. (Stupid exits)

Narrator- Christian and Hopeful soon arrived at a fork in the road, and stood wondering which way to go. A man in white came up and they though he must be one of the Shinning Ones.

Flatter- Are you bound for Heaven’s Gate? I was just returning there myself- do follow me. I’ll show you the way. You must have been so clever to come this far alone, when we arrive you must take a well deserved rest. POWERPOINT SLIDE 7
Narrator- The road kept bending around in circles, until the City was behind them, and Christian knew they could not be going the right way. It was too late, in a moment they were caught in a net! The more they struggled, the more tangled they became. (Flatter throws off the robe, and leaves them, an angel enters set and helps lift the net off)

Angel- Didn’t anyone warn you about the Flatter?

Christian- The Shepherds did- but we never imagined this nicely spoken man was the Flatter.

Narrator- Soon they were back on the right path again. POWERPOINT SLIDE 8- The saw yet another man coming their way, it was Mr. Never-Will-Believe-it. When he heard where they were going, he broke into fits of laughter. He insisted Heaven simply didn’t exist. But Christian and Hopeful knew better. They had seen the Celestial City through the shepherd’s telescope. As they traveled through the next valley the air became heavy and they grew drowsy. POWERPOINT SLIDE 9
Hopeful- I can hardly keep my eyes open, let’s stop and take a nap. We might wake feeling refreshed.

Christian- On the other hand, we might never wake up again! This might be the Enchanted Ground the shepherds warned us of. Let’s just keep ourselves awake by talking.

Narrator- Without a break they forced their feet on. Soon POWERPOINT SLIDE 10-the air was sweet, flowers grew, and birds sang, the sun shone night and day in the Land of Beulah, the frontier of heaven. Just as they thought they were safe, they stood still quite stunned to see POWERPOINT SLIDE 11- a deep dark river running between them and the City.

Men- (two or three enter set) You have to go through it. There is no bridge across the river of Death.

Christian- Hopeful! Hopeful, I’m afraid! I can’t swim, the waves will swallow me up!

Hopeful- We’ve come this far, we will help each other, we’re so close we can’t give up!

Narrator- Then all at once, through the mist they saw the sun. They had new strength, the water was shallower, the ground firmer. They reached the shore. Meanwhile, Stupid had hired a ferry to cross over with a man named Hopeless. (enter 2 angels)

Christian- POWERPOINT SLIDE 12-( to Hopeful) It is you they are waiting for, you’ve been hopeful ever since I met you.(four characters climb stairs together)

Narrator- But no one was there to welcome Stupid. He had to climb the stairway alone. Then as the pilgrims neared the gate, the whole Heavenly City POWERPOINT SLIDE 13- must have known they had arrived. They were welcomed by the King’s own trumpeters, who made all heaven echo with their music. But when Stupid knocked at the gate, He had no scroll, and the gate keeper turned him away. Christian and Hopeful showed their scrolls at the gate (Voice- These pilgrims have come from the City of Destruction because they love the King of this place)- so the Gates of Heaven opened to them and they entered in. The streets were paved with gold, good men made perfect walked there, and the bells of the City rang for joy, Christian and his friend had come to their true home. I then awoke to find it had all been a dream.
A Modern Tale of The Pilgrim’s Progress 
Filming Tips:

1. Schedule one all day filming session, allotting 1 half hour for each act

2. Post sign up sheets for each act, listing each character and requirements

3. Ask people to show up for filming one half hour early to rehearse

4. Recruit stand ins to read lines for rehearsals

5. Set up eight stations one for each act, with costumes, props, extra scripts and one stage hand to manage the station, all questions and problems which may come up

6. provide cue cards

7. provide soup and sandwiches or light snack for characters who have to be in all acts

8. keep the camera rolling and keep acting, leave the editing for the editor

9. recruit a go-for, someone to go for what ever is needed

10. use the same narrator for all eight acts

11. have fun!
The Scoop on Extras
You may be tempted to use the same extras in all eight acts, but on the day of filming you will soon realize how difficult having that many actors waiting around will be, it is very distracting for the actors who are filming and rehearsing at the time. Recruit different volunteers as extras for each act that calls for them, and filming will go by much smoother.

