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Setting the Scene 

Use this clip art to decorate your set, enlarge and copy onto cardboard or Styrofoam. There are posters to use on the resource disk to decorate with also.
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Other Prop Ideas:

Surf boards, Beach Towels, Inflatable Beach Toys, Beach Balls,

Lawn Chairs, Beach Umbrellas, Coolers, Kiddie Pools and sand Boxes
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Rally One- John the Baptist
Dive’n In Worship
Choose two or three songs with lyrics that focus on transformation and new birth, baptism or commitment to discipleship. Some suggested songs: Every Day, Brokenness, The River of God.
Intro Skit
For the next six weeks we’re going to be hanging out at the beach and learning about baptism. Baptism is a slash! And the word splash is going to help us understand a little bit more about baptism, what it is, and why we baptize people in the church. The first letter in the word splash is s. Baptism is part of our SPIRTUAL DEVELOPMENT. Does any one know what the word develop means? Development is a process. When we grow we develop, when we grow spiritually in our faith, that’s spiritual development. Spiritual Development is growing in Christ, in our faith. Before we know Jesus that part of us can’t grow but when we believe in Jesus our spirit starts to grow, it comes alive. It’s called a new birth, it’s kind of like a new beginning. Maybe ____________ (invite the Object lesson teacher to come and share the object lesson) can explain this a little more if she/he shows you what is in this bag. 
Object Lesson- A New Life in Jesus                                                         Baptism is a symbol of new life in Christ. Some times when we meet a friend we say “Hey what’s new?”, do you like new things? How about new toys? I brought some new things today to show you. I love trying things I’ve never done or had before, it’s exciting, I brought ________ (any strange food children might not have tried before), would you like to try some? (pick a few children to try it) and I love new beginnings. It’s a chance to start over. It is a time to try to do things better than we did last time. Today, we are going to talk about another new beginning. A new life in Jesus. In the Bible we read about a man called John the Baptist. John went all around the countryside in Judea telling people to repent and ask God to forgive them of their sins. When they confessed their sin and asked God to forgive them, John baptized them in the river Jordan. They were baptized to show the world that God had forgiven their sins and they were washed clean. This was a new beginning for them. I love new socks too (show children a pair of new sports socks), see how white they are. Do you like new clothes? I brought a picture of a sun rise too, the beginning of a new day! When we are baptized, it is a picture of what Jesus has done for us. He died, was buried, and rose again to wash away our sin and give us a new life in him. Now, that's what I call a new beginning! 
Memory Verse- Mark 16:16- introduce the memory verse and explain what being saved means. If we have asked for forgiveness we are saved from judgment of our sins. 
Prayer Song- Dear Father, we thank you that Jesus, who was without sin, washes away our sins and gave us a new life. Amen. Choose a song with lyrics which could be song as a prayer. Suggested song- When He Sees Me, or Just as I am.
Small Group Discussion- break up into small groups and do the activity pages from the resource disk together.
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Rally Two- a Public Declaration
Dive’n In Worship
Choose two or three songs with lyrics that focus on transformation and new birth, baptism or commitment to discipleship. Some suggested songs: Every Day, Brokenness, The River of God.
Intro Skit

We’re hanging out at the beach and learning about baptism. Baptism is a slash! The word splash is going to help us understand a little bit more about baptism, what it is, and why we baptize people in the church. Last week we learnt what the first letter in splash reminds of. Baptism is part of our SPIRTUAL DEVELOPMENT. Who can tell me what that means? Spiritual Development is growing in Christ, in our faith. The next letter in splash is p. It reminds us baptism is a PUBLIC DECLARATION- To DECLARE something publicly. Maybe ____________ (invite the Object lesson teacher to come and share the object lesson) can explain this a little more if she/he shows you what they brought to share this week.
Object Lesson- A Picture Tells the Story                                                       This morning I have a photo album.  It has baby pictures of _______ (your son, daughter, niece or nephew or yourself) when they were born.  Just like any other parents, we were so proud when _______was born that we wanted to tell everyone about him.  We didn't just want to tell them about him...we also wanted to show them!  One way we did this was with pictures.  We always carried a picture of our baby with us to show anyone who would look at them. The Bible says that when we invite Jesus into our heart, we are born again.  That is so exciting that want to tell everyone what Jesus has done for us -- but we don't just want to tell them about it, we want to show them a picture. That is what baptism is -- it is a picture of what Jesus has done for us.  We’re baptized in public to announce to every one there that we know Jesus died, was buried, and rose again – and because we have asked for forgiveness and believe our old self died, our past has been buried, and we have been born again and raised to live a new life in Jesus. 
Memory Verse- Galatians 3:27 introduce the memory verse. ﻿ You were all baptized into Christ, and so you were all clothed with Christ. and being baptized into Christ, we are baptized into his death, that as he died and rose again, so our old sinful nature should die also and we should walk in newness of life .
Prayer Song- Dear Lord, this morning we celebrate the joy of a new birth.  May we tell others of our new life and show them a picture of what you have done for us through baptism some day.  Amen. Choose a song with lyrics which could be song as a prayer. 
Small Group Discussion- activity pages are on the resource disk to do together.
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Rally Three- Discipleship
Dive’n In Worship- a time of worship and praise
Intro Skit

Baptism is a slash! The word splash is helping us understand a little bit more about baptism, what it is, and why we baptize people in the church. The first letter in the word splash is s. Baptism is part of our spiritual development. Spiritual Development is growing in Christ, in our faith. The letter p reminds us baptism is a public declaration, does anyone remember from last week what that means? This week we’ll learn what the letter l reminds us. Choosing to become baptized is choosing to LIVE A LIFE OF DISCIPLESHIP. Who here knows what discipleship is? Discipleship is the relationship you have with Christ as he disciples you (trains) you to be His disciple or follower. It is about growing to be more like Jesus- and being one in Christ. Maybe ____________ (invite the Object lesson teacher to come and share the object lesson) can explain this a little more if she/he shows you what is in this bag. 
Object Lesson- One in Christ                                                                         I brought with me today some books I borrowed. Do you know where I might have gotten them? That’s right the library. This is a membership card to the Public Library. Do you have a library card? One of the great things about a library card is that it is available to everyone. Another great thing about the library is that once you become a member, you are entitled to all of the benefits and services that the library provides. You can check out books and videos -- even music on a CD. You can go to the library and read magazines and newspapers. You can even use the computer. Do you know membership is FREE to join the library? Free, you know, that is a pretty good picture of what it is like to be a member of the Kingdom of God. The Bible tells us that when we trust in Jesus and are united with him in baptism, we all become the children of God- we are one in Christ Jesus. The Bible also tells us that when you belong to the Kingdom through Christ Jesus, you are entitled to all the benefits of being a child of God. You can go and use the library without a card, but if you want all the benefits you have to do something, you have to sign up for a library card. The Kingdom of God is like that too, membership is free; it is a gift of God! It is a gift from God of grace extended to us. 
Memory Verse- Ephesians 4:5- There is one Lord, one faith, and one baptism. introduce the memory verse and explain what being united in Christ and the body of Christ means. There is one faith; all Christian denominations are baptized into one faith. 
Prayer Song- Dear Father, we are thankful that we can become your children through faith in Jesus Christ. We are thankful that it doesn't matter whether we are girl or boy -- black or white, young or old. We are thankful that in Christ we all become one. Amen.

Small Group Discussion- do the activity pages from the resource disk together.
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Rally Four- Acknowledging Our Spiritual Condition  
Dive’n In Worship- a time of worship and praise
Intro Skit

The word splash is helping us understand a little bit more about baptism, what it is, and why we baptize people in the church. We learnt what the first letter in splash reminds of. Baptism is part of our Spiritual Development or growing in Christ, in our faith. The letter p reminds us baptism is a public declaration. The letter l reminds us baptism is a choice to life a life of discipleship, does anyone remember what discipleship is? This week’s letter is a. It reminds us baptism is ACKNOWLEDGING OUR SPIRITUAL CONDITION. Acknowledge is a big word, but can you hear the little word in the middle- know. Acknowledging is knowing- knowing our spiritual condition. Maybe ____________ (invite the Object lesson teacher to come and share the object lesson) can explain this a little more if she/he shows you what they brought to share this week. 
Object Lesson- Good and Bad Condition                                                       This t-shirt is in good condition there are no holes in it, there are no stains, and it’s one of my favorite t-shirts. This one is in pretty bad shape. See the holes, and it has a large stain right here in the front. It would be pretty embarrassing if I didn’t notice that and wore it out in public. If it was the only shirt I had, I could at least wash it, and sew the holes. Maybe I could clean it up enough that even you wouldn’t be able to notice it. But you know what, I would still need a new shirt, don’t you think? Even if I could clean up everything visible, I would still need a new shirt. This one is old, and the seams are stretched. The fabric is thinning, and it’s worn. The fabric it’s self is starting to break down, see these little burs, that’s the fabric breaking down.  I can clean up what you see, but I still would need a new t-shirt. When Christ cleans away our sin in baptism He cleans from the inside out, and clothes us in Him. Some people don’t notice the stains on the inside that need to be cleaned away. When we choose to be baptized we are acknowledging that we need to be cleansed from the inside out. We choose to address or take care of the dirt and the sin, and the grime you can’t see with human eyes. And choosing to be baptized means choosing to show others we know and believe Jesus can and will wipe away every sin. The Bible says one day Jesus will present us to God, He wants to present us to the Father without spot, wrinkle or blemish. But He’s not talking about our clothes, He’s talking about our hearts, what’s on the inside, that we can’t see with our eyes. 
Memory Verse- 1 Peter 3:21 It is the baptism that now saves you—not the washing of dirt from the body, but the promise made to God from a good conscience. Introduce the memory verse. 
Prayer Song- Dear Lord, we thank you for what you have done for us, we want to be pleasing to you. We look forward to one day being presented to the Father and glorifying you. Amen.  
Small Group Discussion- break up into small groups and do the activity pages from the resource disk together.
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Rally five- Preparation for Service
Dive’n In Worship
Intro Skit

The word splash is helping us understand a little bit more about baptism, what it is, and why we baptize people in the church. We learnt what the first letter in splash reminds of. Baptism is part of our Spiritual Development or growing in Christ, in our faith. The letter p reminds us baptism is a public declaration. The letter l reminds us baptism is a choice to live a life of discipleship, and the letter is a. reminds us baptism is acknowledging our spiritual condition. Does anyone remember what the word acknowledge means? That’s right it is knowing- knowing our spiritual condition. This week’s letter, the second s in splash reminds us baptism is PREPARATION FOR SERVICE. Another big word preparation but it means preparing for service- our service to God. Maybe ____________ (invite the Object lesson teacher to come and share the object lesson) can explain this a little more if she/he shows you what they brought to share this week. 
Object Lesson- New Beginnings                                                                     I brought a calendar with me this week. The calendar starts in January with the New Year. Some people like to make New Year's resolutions or promises to themselves about what they plan to accomplish in the new year, it is a time of new beginnings. Jesus experienced times of new beginnings in his life too. One of those times was when he was baptized. There were a couple of very important things that happened when Jesus was baptized. First of all, the Bible tells us that the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit came down in the form of a dove and landed upon him. The second thing was that God spoke and said, "You are my Son. I love you and I am well-pleased with you." This event marked the beginning of Jesus' ministry here on earth. Up until that time, he had not performed any miracles, Jesus then began his ministry work on earth. From this new beginning, many people began to understand that Jesus was truly the Son of God and they began to follow him. Our own baptism represents a new beginning for us as well. When we are baptized, it shows the world that just as Jesus rose from the dead through the glory of God the Father, we also live a new life in him. God may not always be well-pleased with everything we do but I think that He looks down with an approving smile when he sees us trying to walk with Jesus. New beginnings -- God gives us opportunities for new beginnings. We most of them as we live a new life in Christ through the power of his Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                       Memory Verse- Luke 24:49- I baptize you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” introduce the memory verse and explain what being baptized with the Holy Spirit means. It is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the fruit of the Spirit is evidence of His indwelling.                                                                                                         Prayer Song- Dear Father, thank you for new beginnings. Help us to make the most of them -- not through our own strength -- but through the power of the Holy Spirit that lives in us. Amen.
Small Group Discussion- do the activity pages from the resource disk together.
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Rally six- The Holy Spirit 

Dive’n In Worship- a time of worship and praise
Intro Skit

What have we been learning about baptism? Baptism is a splash, S reminds us Baptism is part of our Spiritual development. P- baptism is a Public declaration. L- baptism is a choice to live a Life of discipleship, A- baptism is Acknowledging our spiritual condition. S- baptism is preparation for Service. The last letter in splash is h, it reminds us of the baptism (indwelling or empowering) of the Holy Spirit. Maybe ____________ (invite the Object lesson teacher to come and share the object lesson) can explain more if she/he shows you what they brought to share this week. 
Object Lesson- Simple Machines 
In science work is defined as a force acting on an object to move it across a distance. Pushing, pulling, and lifting are common kinds of work. Machines help make work easier. I brought with me three simple machines- that’s what they are called. They’re called simple machines because they are made up of one part and they need to be used by people to do work. This is a lever, it’s a hammer, and you use it not only to hammer in nails but see this end, it pries up nails.  And a pulley, this came off a clothes line, this is a picture of a ramp or an inclined plane. Furniture movers use ramps to slide boxes into a truck, instead of lifting them. These simple machines make every day work easier. That’s one of the roles the Holy Spirit plays. He’s our helper, in fact we can not do what God wants us to, for example fulfilling the Great Commission, without His help. You might be able to do something on your own, but it wouldn’t be done the way God wants it done. In other words you can’t do super natural work without super natural help. When Jesus was risen from the tomb He appeared to His disciples many times, but on the day He went back into heaven He told them to wait in Jerusalem until they received power from on high, He was talking about the promise of the Holy Spirit He had given to them before He was arrested.  He told them to wait until the Holy Spirit came before setting out to do His work, or start ministry. We need the power of the Holy Spirit to spread the Gospel over the whole earth, to every nation. Jesus knew it wouldn’t be easy work, but He knew what would make the job easier. 

Memory Verse- “He saved us through the washing that made us new people through the Holy Spirit.”- taken from Titus 3:5. Introduce the memory verse and explain the connection between baptism and the Holy Spirit. John’s baptism was a Baptism of Repentance, when Jesus’ was baptized the Holy Spirit came down from heaven, after that His disciples baptized a Baptism of Repentance and Preparation for Service (anointment).     
Prayer Song- Dear Father, we thank you that Jesus, who was without sin, washes away our sins and gave us a new life, empower us with your Spirit. Amen.  
Small Group Discussion- break up into small groups and do the activity pages from the resource disk together.

