Pilgrims Progress for Kids
Pilgrim’s Progress

lesson one

intro 
Packed And Ready To Go

Leader- Oh, I’m all packed (dragging luggage, boxes and small wooden cart)

I’m so excited to be going on this trip. This is going to be the trip of a lifetime! 

I just know it’s going to be so much fun. Where was the funniest place you ever went? (have several children share). I’m not going on this trip alone, that wouldn’t be very much fun. No, I’m going to take you with me. But if we’re going on a trip, we should take a map. I have one right here (take map out of one of the bags you’re carrying). Here it is, now where will we go? (Read memory verse- Psalm 119:77) Now what has that got to do with taking a trip? (Read verse over again slowly) Oh, I got it… that I might live… life… life is sort of like a trip. And our Christian life is like a trip too. It’s like a journey.                                                                           Materials needed: several pieces of luggage, map with memory verse poster taped on and folded back up.

Optional game - I’m going on a Trip

Have children sit in a large circle. Have them share family trips they might have taken. Explain that they will be playing a memory game called “I’m going on a trip”, children will add to the list of things packed and have to remember what each person had added to the list as you go around the circle. 

Materials needed- none

g.t.t.p. (get to the point) life is a journey
Let Your tender mercies come to me, that I may live; For Your law is my delight.                   Psalm 119:77

Leader- I already knew the Bible was like a map, but we’re going to learn a little bit more about our Christian walk, our life journey. It all starts with God’s law, His word right? I’m really thankful that we have the Bible to turn to, and it really is a delight to learn more from it isn’t it? Are you ready for the trip of a lifetime? I know I sure am!

Present the theme skit either live or video tape the skit to present as a video clip.

A Modern Tale of The Pilgrim’s Progress Act One

Narrator, Christian, Wife, 4 children, Evangelist, Stubborn, and Changeable, small crowd of extras
spot light downstage right

Narrator- I dreamed that I saw a man with a book in his hand and a great burden on his back. (enter Christian upstage left to center stage) I saw him open the book and as he read, he cried.
Christian- “Oh, what do I have to do to be saved?”

Narrator- The man’s name was Christian; he lived in the City of Destruction. In the book, he read that the city was going to be burnt with fire from heaven, that all would die unless they found an escape. So Christian went home to tell his family (Christian moves downstage left).

(enter downstage left wife and four children, Christian and wife mime conversation) 

Wife- Have you gone crazy? Honestly, all this talk of eternal judgment, oh my dear, you are a good man, what on earth have you to fear? Everything will be fine; all you need is some rest. You have worked yourself up into an awful state. Children quiet now your father needs to lie down, help me put him to bed. (Christian moves center stage spot light following, and crawls in bed, family leaves upstage right) 

Narrator- But, instead of sleeping, Christian spent the night tossing and turning, moaning and groaning. When morning came, he felt worse (Christian moves downstage left spot light following)! Christian went to work- still reading his book and still carrying his burden. He wanted to run, but could not decide which way (enter Evangelist upstage center moving toward Christian). A man called Evangelist approached him. 

Evangelist- Why are you crying?

Christian- I’ve been reading this book, now I am afraid of the judgment of God, and I’m terribly tried, this burden on my back will sink me- I want to be rid of it.   

Evangelist- So why are you just standing here? Don’t you know the way to go?

Christian- No (visibly frightened) No I don’t.

Evangelist- (pointing toward audience) Do you see that wooden gate? (Christian shakes head and shrugs shoulders) Then can you see a shining light? Keep your eye fixed on that light, and go that way. Take the straight path to the gate. Knock, and someone will tell you what to do next. (Evangelist leaves center stage left, enter Headstrong and Changeable upstage right approaching Christian center stage)

Narrator- Christian’s friends had come out to watch him, some mocked, and others threatened. But two decided to try to bring him back to the City of Destruction- one called Stubborn, the other Changeable. They ran after him, and soon caught up with him.

Christian- If you’ve come to try to take me back you’re wasting your time. You live in the City of Destruction, you should come with me.

Stubborn- What? And leave behind our home and friends?

Christian- Yes! I’m seeking a never-ending kingdom, where we will live for ever. Here read about it in my book (Christian tries to hand Obstinate the book)

Stubborn- Nonsense! Never mind that old book, come back with us. It’s foolishness. 

Christian- I won’t! I’m not going back!

Changeable- If what Christian says is true, I’m going with him.

Stubborn- What ever! I’m going home, I’m not going a step further with you two fools (leaves upstage right).
Changeable- Tell me more Christian, about this place we are going. 

Christian- There they will give us crowns of glory and clothes shining like the sun. There won’t be anymore crying, the owner of the place will wipe away every tear! 

Discussion Questions

1. What was the character’s name, the one who was on the journey? CHRISTIAN

2. Do you think we’re all on that same journey? YES

3. Who did he met? EVANGELIST Does anyone know what an evangelist is?

4. What did he tell him to look for? A LITTLE WOODEN GATE, A SHINING LIGHT, AND A STRAIGHT PATH

5. Who do you think Evangelist was talking about? JESUS

The MESSAGE 
Let Your tender mercies come to me, that I may live; For Your law is my delight.                   Psalm 119:77- Matthew 6:13-14
· And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him. Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying many wise things. They where amazed at His teaching.

·  He told them there where “Two Ways of Life”

· 13﻿ ﻿﻿“﻿Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. ﻿14﻿ ﻿Because narrow is the gate and ﻿﻿difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 
· Explain how God’s law, His way is our delight because it leads us to Him, to eternal life, and to heaven to be with Him forever.

· Explain how the memory verse ties in with our Christian walk, how God is merciful to us, and how when we seek Him, He is always there to help us. 

· Explain how He wants us to know the right way, He wants us to one day live forever with Him in Heaven.
Worship experiences-Above all, 

Discussion- Read the lyrics aloud to the children. Read slowly with enthusiasm. Give the children a chance to think about what you are reading, ask them to close their eyes and quietly focus on what you are saying. After reading the Above all lyrics explain that words focused on who God is are worship based. They talk only about Him. Pause before reading the lyrics “Crucified, Laid behind a stone, You came to die, Rejected and alone- like a rose trampled on the ground, you took the fall, and thought of me, above all.” We are thankful for what Jesus did for us on the cross- when we humble ourselves and say “Thank-you Lord” we offer our praise.

We thank Him, for He is merciful.

Optional small group Prayer Activity- scripture search

Have children look up Psalm 119. For grades 1-2 read selected scripture for them. For older grades have them break up into pairs and look for scripture that could give them ideas for what kinds of things they could ask God to help them with. For example verse 11- they can ask God to help them remember His word- His commandments, verse- 18- that He would open the eyes of their hearts to see and understand His Word, or verse 22- that He will forgive them and help them to not sin. Read verse 77.
Let Your tender mercies come to me, that I may live; For Your law is my delight.                   Psalm 119:77

Discuss what the meaning of the verse is, having children express the verse in their own words.  

Materials needed- Bible, paper and pencils for note taking.
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Pilgrim’s Progress

lesson two

intro 
The Journey Begins
Leader- Last week we began learning about our Christian journey. Like Christian, and his journey. Evangelist helped show him the way. I have something to show you. This is a road sign- a caution sign actually. (show the poster from the resource pack read the sign and the memory verse- Romans 3:23) Oh- I do you think we have to be cautious on our journey? What do you think we have to be cautious about? (other people trying to lead us astray, thinking our way is better than God’s way- allow children to share other thoughts). Do you remember last week when Christian’s friends had come out to watch him, some mocked, others threatened him. But two decided to try to bring him back to the City of Destruction- one called Obstinate, the other Changeable. 
Materials needed: several pieces of luggage, map with memory verse poster taped on and folded back up, road sign poster.

Optional theatre game- small group improv                                          Leader- We are going to play a theatre game to help us learn how to deal with people like Obstinate and Changeable. Where- fast food restaurant, who- 3 or 4 friends (pick volunteers), what- one must be a Christian the other actors are teasing him about being “religious”. The discussion should be life application-based, allowing the children to share their ideas on what they would do, or how they would handle the situation.                                                                

g.t.t.p. (get to the point) be cautious  
Leader- I already knew the Bible was like a map, now we have road signs to follow too, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23, we’ve all done things that are wrong, and sometimes we think our way is better than God’s way. I wonder what will happen to Christian this week, I hope he doesn’t run into any trouble, here he comes…(enter Christian from back of audience or cue up video).

Materials needed: several pieces of luggage, map with memory verse poster taped on and folded back up, road sign poster. Have prop hands quickly carry off luggage as children focus on the new character coming on stage if presenting live.
Present the theme skit either live or video tape the skit to present as a video clip.

A Modern Tale of The Pilgrim’s Progress Act Two
Narrator, Christian, Changeable, Help, Mr. Worldly Wiseman, Evangelist         

and Goodwill

Narrator- As Christian and Changeable hurried on ( move downstage left) they came to a bog called the Swamp of Despond. Before they knew what was happening they had both fallen in. 
Changeable- Where are we Christian (shouting)?

Christian- I have no idea (sounding upset and confused)

Changeable- Is this the reward you promised? With a beginning like this, what can we expect at the end of the journey! (turns to leave upstage left) I’m turning back, before it is too late. 

Narrator- Christian struggled to reach the other side of the bog, because of the burden on his back, when he got there he couldn’t pull himself out. Just then a man called Help came along. (enters downstage left)
Help- What are you doing in there? Didn’t you see the stepping stones?

Didn’t you see the danger before you fell in? Here (reaches out) give me your hand. I’ll help you to firm ground. (exit downstage left)
Narrator- So Christian continued on his way towards the wooden gate. But more trouble was in store. A man called Mr. Worldly Wiseman, who lived in a town called Earthly Ways, was crossing the street (enter upstage right).

Mr. Worldly Wiseman- Hey, where do you think you’re going with such a huge burden? You’re not trying to reach the wooden gate are you? That Evangelist is always trying to lead people astray. There’s no more difficult road then the one he’s sent you on.  I can see from your muddy clothes you have already fallen in to the Swamp of Despond. But that’s only the start! You’ll meet far worse yet, don’t risk your life listening to a stranger like him! I know a man, Mr. Law; he can help you with your burden.

Christian- Will he help me? Which way is Mr. Law’s house?

Mr. Worldly Wiseman- See that high hill? Go past that, and the first house you’ll come to is Mr. Law’s.

Narrator- Mr. Worldly Wiseman had directed Christian down the wrong road. What he didn’t tell him was that the high hill was very scary. It seemed to hang over the road- and worse fire fall down from it. Because of his burden, Christian could have easily fallen. He shook with fear. At that very moment Evangelist appeared on the path, (enter upstage right) with a face so stern Christian blushed with shame. 

Evangelist- Aren’t you the man I found crying outside the City of Destruction? Didn’t I send you to the wooden gate? Why have you turned away so quickly? 

Christian- You see sir, I met a man who told me I’d find someone in the next village who could take my burden from me. He said he’d show me an easier way than the way you sent me.

Evangelist- You have listened to the advice of Mr. Worldly Wiseman not the Word of God.  Mr. Law can’t free you from your burden; he is just a great big cheat!

Christian- How stupid I was to listen to Worldly Wiseman. I’ll turn back quickly, and I will not feel safe until I am back on the road I left (Evangelist leaves upstage left, pats Christian on the back encouragingly).

Narrator- When Christian finally was nearer to the little wooden gate, he saw that it was shut. And as he reached and arrow flew past his ear (Christian ducks). Over the little wooden gate a sign read: KNOCK, AND IT SHALL OPEN TO YOU. Christian didn’t wait; he knocked with all his might as arrows flew all around him.

Goodwill- Who’s there?

Christian- A poor pilgrim with a burden, I’m from the City of Destruction, trying to get to the Celestial City. 

Narrator- To his relief, the gate quickly opened, and the Gate-keeper called Goodwill pulled him in to safety. 

Christian- Who’s shooting those arrows (asking out of breath)?

Goodwill- The prince of devils, his soldiers shoot at anyone who tries to enter. They try to kill you before you reach safety. You are lucky to be alive. But why are you on your own? Didn’t any of your friends or family see the danger? Didn’t anyone follow you?

Christian- Changeable came a little way, until we both fell in the Slough of Despond, then he wouldn’t come any further. But I am no better; I nearly turned aside too, after listening to Worldly Wiseman. I don’t know what would have happened to me if Evangelist hadn’t been there. And I am terribly uncomfortable with this burden on my back, I can’t seem to shift it no matter how hard I try.

Goodwill- Just keep to the straight and narrow path, it will lead you to the Place of Freedom, continue on your journey. 

Discussion Questions

1. What happened to Changeable? WHEN THINGS GOT HARD, HE CHANGED HIS MIND AND WENT BACK HOME

2. What happened to Christian in the bog? A MAN NAMED HELP CAME ALONG AND LIFTED HIM OUT OF THE MUD

3. Where did Mr. Worldly Wisdom came from? A TOWN CALLED EARTHLY WAYS 
4. What advise did Mr. Worldly Wisdom give Christian? TO GO SEE MR. LAW

5. What happened to Christian then? EVANGELIST CAME AND DIRECTED HIM BACK ON THE RIGHT PATH, HE FOUND THE GATE AND MEET GOODWILL. 
The MESSAGE 
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 

· Share with the children the Parable of the Prodigal Son, Luke 15:11-32
· Stress how when the son asked for forgiveness the Father was quick to forgive him, how happy the Father was that he had found his way home

· Explain that this is a parable, it is a story that really illustrates the Kingdom of God 
· See PowerPoint Story from the Resource file
Worship experiences- 10 minutes

Above all, 

Discussion- Read the lyric “Above all wisdom, and all the ways of man” aloud to the children. Read slowly with enthusiasm. Give the children a chance to think about what you are reading, ask them to close their eyes and quietly focus on what you are saying. Explain that that God’s way is above our way, and we can never come up with a substitute. Because he loved us so much he made a perfect way that we could some day be in the Celestial City. And that way is through the cross. 

Optional small group Prayer Activity- the most amazing trip 
Have children sit in a large circle. Explain to the children you will be making up a story about the most amazing trip ever. You will start the story and the next person beside you in the circle will add the next line, and so forth until everyone has added to the story. Begin with: I can’t wait until I see Jesus in heaven. I want to go there to be with him, when I get there we will … Explain to the children they can share what they think they will see, do or say to Jesus when we get to heaven. Ask them if their story was like a prayer (was it a prayer of praise) what kinds of things did they share?
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lesson three

intro 
The Journey Continues 
Leader- Last week we learnt about our Christian journey and how we have to be cautious no one leads us astray- or down the wrong path. Like Mr. Worldly Wisdom, remember how he led Christian down the wrong path. Christian thought he’d find someone, Mr. Law, who could take his burden from him. Mr. Worldly Wisdom told him Mr. Law would show him an easier way than the way Evangelist had sent him. 
Materials needed: several pieces of luggage

Optional game- pack it in

Leader- Poor Christian has been carrying his burden for a while now. Do you think he’ll ever be able to put it down? We’re going to play a game with a couple of bags ourselves today; it’s a good thing they’re light too. Choose 10 students, five each for two teams. Have students line up for the relay race. Each team must race to empty out their bag (first person in line), find the verse (second person), put it in the correct order (third person), tape it on the wall (fourth person), pack up all the other papers (fifth person) and race to be the first to sit back down in their line.

Materials needed- two large green garbage bags, two newspapers, two sets of the verse papers copied on paper. Prepare game by crumpling up the newspaper and verse papers and filling up the two garbage bags. Tape two posters with the verse on the wall where the students will be taping the papers. Discuss the meaning of the verse and have children express what the verse means in their own words.                                            
G.t.t.p. ( Get to the point) God Cares 
Last week we learnt about our Christian journey and how we have to be cautious no one leads us astray- or down the wrong path. But we also seen how the burden Christian is carrying weighs him down. Like this heavy sack (show the poster from the resource pack, taped to the bag, read the memory verse- 1 Peter 5:7) God cares for you too, for all of us. He doesn’t want us weighed down with troubles and worry. Oh- I do hope Christian learns that soon. I don’t know how much further he can go on like that. Let’s see how he’s making out.
Materials needed: several pieces of luggage, map with memory verse poster taped on and folded back up, road sign poster. 
Present the theme skit either live or video tape the skit to present as a video clip.

A Modern Tale of The Pilgrim’s Progress Act 3 
Narrator, the Explainer, Christian, the caged man, 2 men, 3 soldiers, small crowd of extras and three angels 
Narrator- After walking some time, Christian came to the Explainer’s House, it was big and mysterious. Goodwill had told Christian that the Explainer could pass on some wisdom for his journey. Christian knocked at the door.

Christian- Sir, I’m going to the Celestial city, and I was told you could show me some things that might help me on my journey.

Narrator- The Explainer led Christian into a dark room where a man sat in an iron cage. The man was once a pilgrim on his way to the Celestial City, but he did not keep watch. Now he is kept in an iron cage and can’t get out.

The Explainer- Remember what you have seen Christian.

Narrator- the Explainer led Christian to a gateway, where sat a man with a book waiting to write the name of all who wanted to enter. The gate was guarded by three soldiers, ready to attack any visitors. A crowd was waiting but no one dare go in. Finally a bold man came up. (enter man upstage left)

Man- Write my name in sir (man draws a sword and cuts his way through
Christian- I think I know the lesson of this man, my safety depends not on being clever, but on being brave. (exit the Explainer and man, upstage left)

Narrator- And so Christian continued on his way; Christian started to run- or did his best to, with that great load on his back. At the bottom of the hill, he passed a tomb. Above it, he found himself by a cross. As the shadow of the cross fell over him, suddenly the burden dropped from his shoulders and fell right off his back. Christian just couldn’t believe it! He was astonished that gazing at the cross had set him free. As he stood there three shining ones appeared (enter angels upstage right).

First angel- You are washed clean (Second angel covers Christian in white robe)

Third angel- Guard this carefully (hand Christian paper scroll) Only give it up when you have reached the gate of the Celestial City.

Narrator- Christian jumped for joy, and went on singing, along his journey.

Discussion Questions

1. What advice did the Explainer give Christian? TO KEEP WATCH
2. What does “our safety depends not on us being clever, but on being brave” mean? 

3. What happened to Christian when he came to the cross? BURDEN WAS LIFTED

4. What was this burden? SIN, TROUBLES, AND WORRY

The MESSAGE 
 “Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about what happens to you.” 1 Peter 5:7 , Jesus Raises a Widow’s Son, Luke 7:11-15 .
· Stress verse 13. When the Lord saw her, his heart overflowed with compassion. “Don’t cry!” he said. Then he walked over to the coffin and touched it, and the bearers stopped. “Young man,” he said, “get up.” Christ showed both his pity and his power in raising him to life. 

· See how triumphant his commands are over even death itself (v. 14) Then the dead boy sat up and began to talk to those around him! And Jesus gave him back to his mother.

· Great fear swept the crowd, and they praised God, saying, “A mighty prophet has risen among us,” and “We have seen the hand of God at work today.” The report of what Jesus had done that day spread all over Judea and even out across its borders.
· What influence it had upon the people (v. 16): There came a fear on all; it frightened them all, to see a dead man start up alive out of his coffin in the open street, at the command of a man; they were all struck with wonder at his miracle, and glorified God. The Lord and his goodness, as well as the Lord and his greatness, are to be feared. 

Worship experiences Above all, 

Discussion- Explain that God cares so much about us, that He showed us how much he cares for us when he sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross for our sin. Ask the children to think about something they are worried about when we are singing the prayer song, and imagine that we are giving it away to Jesus for him to take care of. 
Optional small group Prayer Activity- trip memories

Leader- We’ve been learning about our Christian walk, about our life journey. Along that walk things happen to us. Like with Christian and what he’s be going through. I want to share with you my most memorable journey experience. Share with the children some of your first experiences as a Christian.  When did you first become a Christian, what did you think it would be like? What was the first lesson you learnt about prayer and/or life that you learned, how has that shaped the person you are today? What are some of your favorite scriptures that as you journey on, you have turned to over and over again? Have children share their experiences if ready. Pray together about lessons we need to learn or a prayer of thanks for lessons already learnt. 

Pilgrims Progress for Kids

Pilgrim’s Progress

lesson FOUR

intro 
Leader- we’ve been learning a lot about our Christian walk, how we need to be cautious, and how we need to come to the cross like Christian and leave our burdens there (show previous memory verse visuals).We sure are learning a lot about our life journey. I wonder what will happen to Christian today.

Optional game- weight, weight, go

Last week Christian finally learnt how to let go of his burden, a burden that was weighing him down. We’re going to play a game that reminds us that we have to choose to lay our burden down in order to be free. Played similar to “Duck, Duck, Goose”. Have children sit in a large circle, have one person be it. Player walks around the outside of the circle tapping each person on the head, saying either weight (sit still) or go (chase). The two race back to open spot the first one there sits and the one still standing is now it. When they sit down have them say the memory verse (or any from the unit) in order to keep their spot. Help them out as much as needed.

Materials needed- none

g.t.t.p. (get to the point) Be brave
The Explainer put this in our cart (show children the sword and memory verse scroll) Read the verse out loud. “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us” Romans 8:37. Have a few children explain the verse in their own words. We are more than conquerors- I hope Christian knows that- he could be in a lot of trouble if he doesn’t. I hope he doesn’t get scared and give up. Let’s watch and see what happens next… 
Materials needed- a small plastic sword and memory verse scroll (from resource pack) 
Present the theme skit either live or video tape the skit to present as a video clip.

A Modern Tale of The Pilgrim’s Progress Act 4 

Narrator, Christian, Mr. On-the-Surface, Mr. Pretender, Scared and Distrust,  and Mr. Watchful

Narrator- There was a wall on each side of this stretch of the road. As Christian set off again- free of his burden- two strangers jumped over the wall.  One was called Mr. On-the-Surface and the other Mr. Pretender.

Christian- Excuse me but, where have you come from?

Mr. On-the-Surface- We’ve come from the Land of Emptiness, and we’re on our way to the Heavenly City.

Christian- Then why did you jump over the wall, instead of coming through the wooden gate? Don’t you know that anyone who climbs in a different way is a thief?

Mr. On-the-Surface- It’s a long way to the gate, our people have always taken this short cut.

Mr. Pretender- It doesn’t matter how we got in, if we’re in, we’re in right?

Christian- I walk by my Master’s rules, you go your own way (Mr. On-the-Surface and Mr. Pretender respond with laughing)

Narrator- The three continued together, until they reached a crossroads. One wide road went left; another wide road went right; but the narrow road went straight on- up the great, black Hill Difficulty. Which road would they choose? Mr. On-the-Surface went left on the road called Danger, he lost his way forever. Mr. Pretender went right on the road called Ruin. He stumbled and fell, and never got up again. Christian went straight up the hill Difficulty. (Christian first runs, then walks, clambers, then on his hands and knees)

Christian-  A shelter, it must have been built by the Lord of the Hill. I’ll rest for just a moment here (opens scroll and reads to himself, lays down. Enter stage downstage right running Scared and Distrust)

Narrator- Out of the twilight appeared two men- Scared and Distrust.

Christian- What’s the matter? You’re going the wrong way.

Scared- We were going to the Heavenly City, but the further we went the more dangers we met- we’re giving up and turning back!

Distrust- We met two lions on the road, if they might have torn us to pieces! (Scared and Distrust run off stage upstage left)

Christian- If I go on, I’ll die, and if I go back I’ll surely die, what shall I do? My scroll! What did  I do with it? (frantically looks around set) What a fool I’ve been, I’ll have to retrace my steps. I’ve walked the same road three times! I might have gone miles now! (finds scroll behind set). I can finally see the towers of a palace. Perhaps they’ll put me up for the night. 

Narrator- Christian continued climbing. But as he got nearer to the Palace Beautiful he could hear through the darkness the roaring of lions. Christian nearly ran back like Scared and Distrust. The palace porter, Mr. Watchful, called out to Christian.

Mr. Watchful- Do not be afraid. The lions are on long chains, if you keep to the middle of the path, they can’t harm you.

Narrator- Christian followed his instructions, but he was shaking with fear.(sound effects lions roaring). A minute later, Christian was through and reached the gate unharmed.

Discussion Questions

1. Who jumped over the wall? MR. ON-THE –SURFACE AND MR. PRETENDER
2. Why did they jump the wall? THEY WANTED A SHORT CUT

3. Did they make it past the Hill Difficulty? NO, IT WAS TOO HARD

4. Why did Scared and Distrust turn back? THEY WERE AFRAID OF DANGER

5. Who helped Christian past the lions? MR. WATCHFUL
The MESSAGE 
Stephen, the First Martyr Acts Chapters 6-8
· What if Stephen had been like Mr. On-the –Surface, or Mr. Pretender? What if he had been like Scared and Distrust? Would he have been able to defend what he believed even to death?

· Stephen was arrested for what he preached (Chapter 6:8-15)

· Stephen addresses the Council (Chapter 7:51-60)

· Stephen’s death and the persecution of believers (Chapter 8:1-3)

· But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily upward into heaven and saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand. And he told them, “Look, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand!” They dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. And as they stoned him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he fell to his knees, shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them with this sin!” And with that, he died.

· Stephen climbed a Hill of Difficulty that day, the hardest hill to climb- Persecution.

Worship experiences-Above all, 

Discussion- “like a rose trampled on the ground, you took the fall…” Those lyrics talk about how Jesus took our punishment. He paid the price for our sin. He was the only one who could do that- he was the only one perfect enough, the only perfect sacrifice. We don’t want to be like Mr. On-the-Surface or Mr. Pretender do we? We need to know and believe that Jesus’ death on the cross was the only perfect atonement (payment) for sin, there is no other way to a right relationship with God. We can’t climb over the wall, and get to heaven our way. 
Optional small group Prayer Activity- writer’s corner

Have children write a prayer asking God to help them along life’s journey, have them include specific things they could ask God’s direction or help in. for grades 1-2 take notes for them and help compile the ideas in one written work, for older grades the children can break up into pairs. Have children share their prayers with the large group when finished the activity.

Materials needed- paper and pencils
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Optional game- stop and go (played like red light green light)

Choose one student to be it. With their back turned to the others, have them call out  go and stop when the children have stopped have the child closest to “it” say the week’s memory verse. If they don’t know it, have them go back to start. When someone reaches “it” they can have a chance to call out stop/go. Play until all have had a chance to call. 

Materials needed- none.

intro 
We sure have been learning a lot about our Christian journey. Jesus never promised that once we become one of His followers that every thing would be perfect, with no troubles or struggle. And sometimes bad things happen to good people. Poor Christian has been have trouble after trouble after trouble. But God has been putting people in his path to help him. Can you remember all the names of the people Christian has met that helped him? -EVANGELIST, HELPFUL, GOODWILL, THE EXPLAINER, ANGELS AND MR.WATCHFUL. I can’t wait to see who Christian will meet up with on his path today.
g.t.t.p. (get to the point) GOD PROTECTS US 
“The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run into it and they are safe.”- Proverbs 18-10. That’s a very important verse to remember isn’t it? God will put people in our lives that will help us, but our safety is something only He can provide. And he will provide us safety forever. Let’s see what we have packed for our journey today (show children the armor- each piece as you read Ephesians 6:11-18).
Materials needed- a children’s size model of the full armor of God or visuals from the resource pack). Something tells me poor Christian is in for some big trouble today. Let’s see what happens…

Present the theme skit either live or video tape the skit to present as a video clip.

A Modern Tale of The Pilgrim’s Progress Act 5
Narrator, Christian, Mr. Watchful, Mercy (Love, Hope, Joy), and the Enemy                   

Christian- Can I stay here the night?

Watchful- That depends, who are you and what is your business?

Christian- My name is Christian, I come from the City of Destruction, I’m going to the Heavenly City. I’m sorry, I know I am late, I dropped my scroll on the hill Difficulty and had to go back for it. I would have been here sooner.

Watchful- Well that is a sorry tale- I’ll call one of the young ladies who live here. She might introduce you to her sisters, maybe one will let you in. (sound effects door bell). Good evening Mercy, this is a pilgrim named Christian, he is on his way to the Heavenly City.

Mercy- We have to be very careful who we allow in, but this house was built for pilgrims. It is the Palace Beautiful. Christian, you may come in and rest.

Narrator- So, for the moment Christian was safe and could rebuild his strength. The next morning Christian wanted to continue his journey but the four sisters- Love, Hope, Mercy, and Joy wouldn’t let him leave without showing him around. From the roof they showed him the Mountains of Delight. Next the sisters took him to the cellars, where they fit him with the Armor of God. First, a helmet and breastplate, that could save his life; then a shield, to ward off flaming arrows: then a trusty sword, that could cut through  anything.; and, finally, shoes that would never wear out. So, fully armed, Christian hurried at last to the gate.

Christian- Have you seen any other pilgrims pass?

Watchful- Yes, one man in recent days. 

Christian- Did he mention his name?

Watchful- He said he was Faithful.

Christian- He comes from the town I was born, I wonder if I might catch up and travel with him. Goodbye porter, I must hurry.  

Narrator- Christian hurried down the other side of the hill. There he found himself in a lonely valley, the Valley of Breaking. He stopped to eat and rest thinking to himself that perhaps the worse was over. Suddenly darkness fell across the sun and saw the Enemy stalking towards him. Terrified Christian could not decide rather to retreat or stand and fight. Then he remembered he had no protection for his back- so he couldn’t run away.

Enemy- Who dares to come this way? 

Christian- I am Christian, I have come from the City of Destruction-

Enemy- Then you are one of my people. I am the king of that city. Why are you fleeing from me, your king?

Christian- I may have been born in that city, but now I serve a new king, the King of Kings. I can’t turn my back on him.

Enemy- You turned you’re back on me, yet I am willing to forget about that. Besides you have already failed him. You fell in the Swamp of Despond, you fell asleep and even lost your scroll …

Christian- I know, but the King of Kings is merciful and forgiving.

Enemy- I’m the enemy of this King! I hate him, I hate his laws and I hate his people! Give him the slip, work for me- and I’ll double your wages.

Christian- But I know your wages. A person can’t live on them. They’re the wages of death.

Enemy- You are right, now prepare to die!

Christian- I will not fear, for I am on the King’s Highway!

Narrator- A battle then began, Christian held his shield up and his sword high in the air. 

Christian- When I fall, then I rise! (shouting victoriously)

Enemy- (Roaring and drawing back)

Christian- This battle is over, but for all I know, some other enemy is lying in wait for me.

Narrator- Christian rested. But he knew his journey was far from over. 

Discussion Questions

1. What where the names of the four sisters? MERCY, LOVE, HOPE, AND JOY

2. What pieces of armor did they give him? THE FULL ARMOR OF GOD

3. Who did Christian hope to meet up with? FAITHFUL

4. Who did Christian end up meeting? THE ENEMY
5. What happened next? How did Christian win the battle with the Enemy? BY USING THE FULL ARMOR OF GOD THE FOUR SISTERS HAD GIVEN HIM
The MESSAGE 
Peter in Prison, Acts Chapter 12:1-19
· Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared, and the cell was flooded with light. Tapping Peter on the side, the angel ordered him to get up quickly. Immediately the handcuffs fell off. The angel told Peter to dress, to tie on his sandals, to throw his cloak around him, and to follow. 
· Though in a daze, Peter followed the angel past the first and second guard posts of the prison. When they came to the iron gate, it opened automatically. It was only after they had passed through one street of the city, and the angel had vanished, that Peter came to himself and realized it was not a dream, but that the Lord had miraculously delivered him. 
· Peter knocked at the door of the gate and waited. A girl named Rhoda came to answer, but was so excited when she heard Peter that she failed to open the gate! She ran back to announce the good news to those who were praying. They thought she was crazy, and did not hesitate to tell her so, yet she kept insisting that the apostle was really at the gate. They said, “It must be his guardian angel,” but she stated positively that it was Peter. 
· Peter, in the meantime, had been standing on the doorstep, knocking. When they finally opened the door and he stepped in, all their doubts vanished, and they broke out into great expressions of joy. He quickly quieted them down, gave a brief account of his miraculous deliverance, asked them to convey the news to James (probably the son of Alphaeus) and to the brethren, and then departed. It is impossible to know where he went at this time. 

Worship experiences Above all, 

Discussion- “above all powers”- Jesus is above all powers- above the enemy and his schemes. The shield of faith protects us from the devils schemes- it protects us from the schemes of evil men. Jesus has authority over the devil, when we pray we can trust that God will protect us.  Remember the story of Stephen last week, some might say God didn’t protect him, but really he did. Remember Stephen’s vision of Jesus in heaven? Jesus protected him by taking him home to be with him. That was the best way Jesus could see to insure no one would ever hurt Stephen again. Jesus really is above all the devils schemes. When we sing our prayer song let’s pray, we will always remember that no matter what happens God will always be with us and protect us.
Optional small group Prayer Activity- 2 0r more
Break up into teams of two or more. Have the children share a time when God helped them, or a time when they knew that God was with them. Pray with them that God will be with them through the coming week, and that they will know he is there in times of need.
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intro 
We’ve been learning a lot about what to expect on our life’s journey. Christian sure has been through a lot of trouble, but he has been brave hasn’t he. And God has helped him every step. In Psalms Chapter 31, verse 23 it says- For the Lord protects those who are loyal to him. We need to be loyal and faithful, and stand up or defend our faith. We’ll play a game today called “Talk Show Madness” to show us some of the ways to defend our faith.
Optional game - Activity four- talk show madness                                                             Individual Roles (each student portrays a specific character in an improvisation during large group participation): Improvise a talk show (Leader in role as the talk show host). Students are each given a slip of paper with information regarding their character (age, race, sex, and other details pertinent to the topic) cut out from a copy of the Talk Show Madness activity page. Some students will participate as guests on the talk show; the rest will serve as audience members (all with a vested interest in the subject.)                                                                                                           Materials needed: props (a microphone, set chairs in rows for the audience (with space enough between for the host to move about). Arrange chairs "on-stage" for the guests, photocopy of the activity page to cut.
g.t.t.p. (get to the point) Be Faithful
Our memory verse this week is in Psalms Chapter 31, verse 23 it says- For the Lord protects those who are loyal to Him. We need to be loyal and faithful, and stand up or defend our faith. When we do, like Peter and Stephen, the Lord will protect us. Remember what the Explainer said to Christian- “Our survival depends not on being clever, but on us being brave”. We need to be brave and faithful, God will protect us.

In the full armor of God what does the shield represent? FAITH. A shield (small toy shield or make one from cardboard) covers and protects, “For the Lord protects those who are loyal to Him.  
Present the theme skit either live or video tape the skit to present as a video clip.

A Modern Tale of The Pilgrim’s Progress Act 6
Narrator, Christian, 2 men, the Giant Lawless, Faithful, and Evangelist
angry crowd 20-30 extras including: Mayor, Envy, Superstition, Mr. Crawler, Judge, Mr. Blindman, Mr. Nasty, Mr. Headstrong, Mr. Cruelty

Narrator- Christian now had to enter another valley- the darkest yet.
2 men- (running out of set) Back! Go Back!

Christian- Why? What’s the matter? What happened?

1st man- What’s the matter, are you nuts? We went as far as we dared! It’s pitch dark down there!

2nd man- The only sound is the howling of people who never found their way back! This is the Valley of the Shadow of Death!

Narrator- Christian went forward, sword in hand, the path was very narrow, and the air full of weird noises.

Christian- By now, I’m half way through. It may be just as dangerous to turn back as to go on.(voice of stage)- Although I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me.

Narrator- Immediately Christian took courage. Day was dawning, though the first part of the valley was dangerous, the second part was even worse.

Christian- The road ahead is full of pitfalls, traps, and hidden nets. I don’t know that I will make it. (Stumbling with walking, trapped in a net, and other suitable props)

Narrator- Just when he thought he was out of the valley, Christian came across the entrance to a dark cave. (a hand reaches out to try to grab him) The Giant Lawless lived there, he had grown to stiff to walk, all he could do was sit at the caves entrance. He could no longer harm passing pilgrims. Christian hurried safely on his way.
(Faithful runs on set)

Christian- Wait! Wait, until I catch up!

Faithful- There’s an enemy at my heels! Run!

Christian- Wait, it’s okay! Travel with me to the Celestial City. It’s better not to travel alone.

Faithful- (Evangelist enters set) Who’s that!(scarred)

Christian- That’s my good friend Evangelist.

Evangelist- There are still many trials to come before you can enter the Celestial City. You soon will come to the town of Vanity. Be careful, you have many enemies there.
Narrator- There was a fair all year long in the town of Vanity. Cheats, thieves, and pickpockets lined the streets. Christian and faithful had to pass through the crowds, but the crowd quickly noticed they were different and teased and mocked them.
Angry Crowds- Buy our goods! Buy this! Buy that! Buy! Buy! Buy!

Christian- We buy only the truth! (Christian and Faithful plug their ears and a riot breaks out in the crowd)

Mayor- “Arrest those villains, and take away their weapons!”

Narrator- Officers threw Faithful and Christian into a cage. As they sat there people came and threw garbage and rotten food at them (Crowd yelling Try them! Try them!).So Christian and Faithful were brought before the Judge Hate-good, who called for witnesses.

Envy- Your Honor, my name is Envy; I have known this man for a very long time. He is one of the most evil people in this country.

Superstition- This prisoner says that our religion is nonsense.

Mr. Crawler- My name is Mr. Crawler. Your worshipful Lordship Sir, and all you very fine gentlemen gathered here – I heard this vagabond say things he ought never to have said. Things against our noble prince Beelzebub, and his esteemed friends, lord Deluxe and sir Have-it Greedy.

Judge- You have heard these fine citizens testify against you, you are obviously a desperate criminal, what have you got to say for yourself?

Faithful- Your laws are clean against God’s Word.

Judge- The jury may go ahead and reach a verdict. I think we have heard quite enough! Mr. Blindman, what say you sir?

Mr. Blindman- I can see clearly this man is some kind of a nut- a Jesus freak or something of the sort!

Judge- Mr. No Good?

Mr. No Good- Away with him!

Judge- Mr. Nasty, your verdict? 

Mr. Nasty- Yes, yes your Honor- Away with him. I hate the very look of him!

Judge- Mr. Headstrong, what would be the sentence sir?

Mr. Headstrong- Hang him! Hang him!

Judge- Mr. Cruelty would you agree?

Mr. Cruelty- Hanging is too good for him!

Narrator- They found Faithful; guilty and killed him. But a chariot was waiting for him. He was taken up and flew through the clouds to the sound of trumpets. Faithful arrived first at the Celestial City, and the King of Kings gave him a crown of life.

Discussion Questions

1. Who did Christian meet on the road? FAITHFUL
2. Where did they go next? THE TOWN OF VANITY
3. What happened next? THEY WERE ARRESTED
4. Can you remember some of the names of the people in Vanity? ENVY, MR. NO-GOOD, MR. NASTY, MR. CRUEL, MR. BLINDMAN, MR. HEADSTRONG
5. Where did Faithful go? CELESTIAL CITY
The MESSAGE 
The faithfulness of Job
· Job’s character is an example of endurance, which means faithfulness under trial (James 5:11). Job did get impatient with himself, his circumstances, and his friends, but he did not turn away from his faith in God. 
· The book of Job deals not with the question: “Why do the godly suffer?” it goes deeper than that. Satan accused Job of serving God only because God blessed him. Unfortunately, there are people like that, people with “commercial faith” who say to God, “If you bless me, I will serve You!” (See Satan’s temptation of Christ in Matt. 4:8–10.) 

· Is our God worthy of our worship and service, or must He ‘buy’ us with His blessings?” Satan was not only slandering Job; he was also slandering the Lord! He was saying, “God would not have any followers if He did not reward them!”
Worship experiences-Above all, 

Discussion- Above All, when we take time to focus on what Jesus did for us on the cross it’s easy to see why we should be faithful to Him. He though of us above all else, He loves us that much. The very least he deserves is our loyalty. He is worthy of so much more. 
Optional small group Prayer Activity- scripture search

Call out unit memory verse references, have children race to look up the scriptures. 
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intro 
Next week will be our last week in our journey with Christian, he sure has come a long way, and I hope we have too, in understanding what kinds of troubles we might encounter as Christians. We’ve been reminded that we our life is a journey, that we need to be careful, be brave and faithful. And we also where reminded that God cares for us, He protects us. I wonder what important lesson we’ll be reminded of today. Let’s play a game that will give us a clue about what we’ll be talking about. Optionally show the verse poster now and go over the meaning with the children.
Optional game- pic and guess
Play game like Pictionary. Draw for the children these six clues (not ahead of time) and see if they can guess the memory verse with in 30 seconds. For (the number 4) ﻿﻿He (stick man) who (question mark) promised (sounds like bullseye and missed bow) is (sign two letter word) faithful (cross, and bucket) when you’ve finished give them the reference (Hebrews 10:23) Show them the verse poster and have them share the meaning of the verse in their own words.

g.t.t.p. (get to the point) god is faithful
“For He who promised is faithful- Hebrews 10:23” is our memory verse today. This is a book called a promise book. Read some passages in the book about promises. Ask the children what promises of God they know. After sharing remind them God is faithful, or trustworthy. He is who He says He is, and does what He says He will. We need to trust and believe, to be faithful to Him, because He is faithful to us. I wonder what is in store for Christian this week; I hope he doesn’t get discouraged, I wonder who he’ll meet up with next… 
Materials needed- a small promise book or other reference book with lists of promises.

Present the theme skit either live or video tape the skit to present as a video clip.

A Modern Tale of The Pilgrim’s Progress Act 7
Narrator, Christian, Hopeful, 4 men, the Giant Despair, and his wife

Narrator- A man named Hopeful was so impressed by Faithful and Christian that he helped Christian escape to safety. The road took them to the City of Fine Speech, and four of the most untrustworthy characters came out to meet them (enter four actors)

1st- we too are going to the Celestial City.

2nd- We should indeed be glad of your company.

3rd- It would be an honor.

4th- A fine privilege.

Narrator- Hopeful was all for joining them, but Christian had heard that in their city they worshiped money. He recognized two as Mr. Facing Both Ways and Mr. Money-Love.

Christian- I don’t like the look of them one bit (whispering to Hopeful), they’re not as nice as they seem.

Narrator- Christian and Hopeful quickly hurried past them. They hadn’t gone far before the road was very rough- the two became discouraged. In a meadow ahead there appeared to be a short cut. 

Christian- Here’s a better route; come on Hopeful, the path is smoother here.

Hopeful- What if it takes us the wrong way?
Christian- Oh, I don’t think it will, look someone is ahead.

Narrator- Down the short cut the two went, but they had made a terrible mistake. Darkness came and they lost sight of the man ahead. Suddenly, they heard a shriek in the night.

Hopeful- Let’s go no further!

Christian- Who would have thought this path would lead to no where, let’s go back!

Narrator- But as soon as they tried to turn back it started to rain. Lightning and thunder surrounded them. Soon the rain washed away the path. They found a narrow ledge to shelter, waiting for dawn. The two, worn out, both fell asleep. They were woken by a grim voice.
Giant- And what do you think you’re doing on my grounds?

Christian- We’re just two pilgrims, who have lost their way.

Giant- You’re trespassing! I’m going to teach you a lesson (dragging both and throwing them in a dungeon).

Narrator- The two lay for days without a single bite of bread or drop of water. The giant Despair had a wife, whom he never did anything with out her advice.

Wife- You’re much too soft! Beat them within an inch of their lives!

Narrator- the Giant Despair would have killed them, except he fell into one of his fits. He threw them back in the dungeon to deal with them later.

Hopeful- Brother, bear up! And keep praying!

Christian- Hopeful, in my pocket I have an old key called Promise. It just might fit the lock!

Hopeful- Try it!

Narrator- the lock was stiff, but at last, the key began to turn. The door swung open, and the light of dawn shone in.

Giant- what’s that noise!

Wife- Better go and see, don’t let the prisoners get away!

Narrator- Christian and Hopeful ran through the door and then ran through a great iron gate. The Giant was upon them, but as he came into the light, he had another fit. Christian and Hopeful were quickly out of the castle. At the place they had gone astray they put up a notice- THE WAY TO DOUBTING CASTLE, WARNING: TRESSPASSERS WILL BE DESTROYED. And they continued safely on the Kings Highway.

Discussion Questions
1. Who is Christian’s new traveling companion? HOPEFUL
2. What happened next? THEY GOT LOST DOWN THE WRONG PATH

3. What was the path like? IT WAS SMOOTHER BUT WENT THE WRONG WAY

4. What happened next? THE GIANT FOUND THEM AND LOCKED THEM IN A DUNGEON

5. What was the name of the castle? DOUBTING CASTLE

The MESSAGE 
Joshua, a New Leader- Joshua Chapter 1
· God equips us. Joshua was not in an easy situation, facing a difficult assignment and replacing a great leader like Moses. But God had equipped him and prepared him for this very work. Joshua had faithfully served with Moses and was now qualified to lead. The task that you faithfully do today gets you ready for what God is preparing for you (Matt. 25:21).

· God encourages us. The inheritance can be claimed only by the obedience of faith (v. 3), but faith and obedience demand courage. God encouraged Joshua by giving His promise (v. 6) and the assurance of His presence (v. 9) and by reminding him that his success came from the Word (vv. 7–8). God also encouraged Joshua through the people (vv. 16–18). 
· God enables us. “Be strong!” is much more than an admonition (vv. 6, 7, 18), for God’s commandments are God’s enablements. It was not Joshua’s experience or skill that brought the victory; more than once, he was defeated. The victory came from the power of God that was released when they obeyed Him by faith. God still does the impossible (Luke 1:37)!

Worship experiences Above all, 

Discussion- Faithfulness is one way God shows His love for us. How many ways can you find that He has shown his love for you, using the lyrics from our prayer song as a guide. Think about theses things as you sing the prayer song today.
Optional small group Prayer Activity- 
Have children break up into small groups and share a time when they doubted God, the Bible, a promise, or His love. Have them share what encouraged them, and how it might encourage others. Have children then break up into pairs and pray with each other prayers asking God to forgive them for doubt, or asking God to help them to trust and believe that He is faithful.
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intro 
Today’s our last day on the journey with Christian. What are some of the things you’ve seen or heard that you remembered most? What memory verse do you think was your favorite? What have you learnt from this journey? I can’t wait to see what finally will become of Christian. Do you think you’re on the same journey as him? Do you think he’ll make it to the Celestial City? How can we be sure we’ll make it there?
Optional game- reach for the stars
Divide group into two or three teams. For each team you will need one set of the Reach for the Stars playing cards from the resource file, a large garbage bag and 8 balloons. Before hand print off the cards, cut out, and insert the slips into the balloons. Inflate the balloons with the paper slips inside. Have teams race to dump out the bags, lay out the stars, break the balloons, and put the correct verse slips through the slits in the correct reference stars. 
g.t.t.p. (get to the point) Never Give up
(That was a hard game wasn’t it, were you almost ready to give up?) Our life journey isn’t always easy. We’re not always happy, everything doesn’t always go right. We don’t always get what we want, sometimes we feel like we don’t even get what we need. But really, if we have Jesus, He is all we need. It’s a matter of perspective- or the way you look at things. We can chose our own attitudes. God has given us that freedom. Let us run with endurance the race that God has set before us- Hebrews 12:1. Endurance means never giving up- it’s a choice we have to make each and every day.
Present the theme skit either live or video tape the skit to present as a video clip.

A Modern Tale of The Pilgrim’s Progress Act 8
Narrator, Christian, Hopeful, 2 Shepherds, Stupid, the Flatter, 4 angels, 2 men, Hopeless, 2 trumpeters 

Narrator- Christian and his new friend Hopeful now came to the Mountains of Delight. They washed in clear calm streams, drank, and eat fresh fruit from the orchards. They meet shepherds feeding their flocks, and lead them to the highest peek.
1st Shepherd- If you look through our telescope there’s your first glimpse of the Celestial City, there just past the Golden Gate.

2nd Shepherd- But beware of the Flatter- and watch out for the Enchanted Grounds.

Narrator- Christian and Hopeful continued on their journey (Stupid enters set)

Christian- You didn’t come in through the little wooden gate,- you got in by this crooked lane!

Stupid- They can’t possibly expect me to go all the way back! When I get to the gates of Heaven I’m sure I can explain. I don’t have a scroll like you, but I’m sure they know who I am.

Christian- But they might think you are a robber!

Stupid- They know I’m not a robber! My name is Stupid, I’m just a pilgrim like you, I’m sure all will be fine. You do things your way, and I’ll do them mine. (Stupid exits)

Narrator- Christian and Hopeful soon arrived at a fork in the road, and stood wondering which way to go. A man in white came up and they though he must be one of the Shinning Ones.

Flatter- are you bound for Heaven’s Gate? I was just returning there myself- do follow me. I’ll show you the way. You must have been so clever to come this far alone, when we arrive you must take a well deserved rest.

Narrator-  The road kept bending around in circles, until the City was behind them, and Christian knew they could not be going the right way. It was too late, in a moment they were caught in a net! The more they struggled, the more tangled they became. (Flatter throws off the robe, and leaves them, an angel enters set and helps lift the net off)
Angel- Didn’t anyone warn you about the Flatter?

Christian- The Shepherds did- but we never imagined this nicely spoken man was the Flatter.

Narrator- Soon they were back on the right path again. The saw yet another man coming their way, it was Mr. Never-Will-Believe-it. When he heard where they were going, he broke into fits of laughter. He insisted Heaven simply didn’t exist. But Christian and Hopeful knew better. They had seen the Celestial City through the shepherd’s telescope. As they traveled through the next valley the air became heavy and they grew drowsy. 
Hopeful- I can hardly keep my eyes open, let’s stop and take a nap. We might wake feeling refreshed.

Christian- On the other hand, we might never wake up again! This might be the Enchanted Ground the shepherds warned us of. Let’s just keep ourselves awake by talking.

Narrator- Without a break they forced their feet on. Soon the air was sweet, flowers grew, and birds sang, the sun shone night and day in the Land of Beulah, the frontier of heaven. Just as they thought they were safe, they stood still quite stunned to see a deep dark river running between them and the City.

Men- (two or three enter set) You have to go through it. There is no bridge across the river of Death.

Christian- Hopeful! Hopeful, I’m afraid! I can’t swim, the waves will swallow me up!

Hopeful- We’ve come this far, we will help each other, we’re so close we can’t give up!

Narrator- Then all at once, through the mist they saw the sun. They had new strength, the water was shallower, the ground firmer. They reached the shore. Meanwhile, Stupid had hired a ferry to cross over with a man named Hopeless. (enter 2 angels)

Christian- ( to Hopeful) It is you they are waiting for, you’ve been hopeful ever since I met you.(four characters climb stairs together)

Narrator- But no one was there to welcome Stupid. He had to climb the stairway alone. Then as the pilgrims neared the gate, the whole Heavenly City must have known they had arrived. They were welcomed by the King’s own trumpeters, who made all heaven echo with their music. But when Stupid knocked at the gate, He had no scroll, and the gate keeper turned him away. Christian and Hopeful showed their scrolls at the gate (Voice- These pilgrims have come from the City of Destruction because they love the King of this place)- so the Gates of Heaven opened to them and they entered in. The streets were paved with gold, good men made perfect walked there, and the bells of the City rang for joy, Christian and his friend had come to their true home. I then awoke to find it had all been a dream.
Discussion Questions
1. What warning did the shepherds give Christian and Hopeful? BEWARE THE FLATTER, AND THE ENCHANTED GROUNDS
2. What do you think the Enchanted Grounds are? RELIGION, GOING TO CHURCH AND BEING COMFORTABLE, BUT NOT REALLY SEEKING CHRIST ANYMORE
3. What happened next? 

The MESSAGE 
The Sheep and the Goats, Matthew 25:31-46
· When Jesus Christ returns, it will be a time of separation: the wise will be separated from the foolish, the faithful servants from the unfaithful, the blessed (sheep) from the cursed (goats). Many people profess to be Christians but do not have the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9) and are not born again. They may mingle with the saved, but they are not really one of them.

· His coming also means evaluation. The key is faithfulness (1 Cor. 4:2), for God measures us against ourselves and not against the other servants. Are you afraid to step out by faith and take some risks for God? Like Faithful did last week?

· When Christ returns, it will be a time of award. We will be surprised to learn about ministries we performed that we thought were insignificant but that He will reward. This parable is not teaching salvation by good works. Christ’s sheep know that they are sheep (John 10:14, 27–30), but they do not always realize what their service means to Christ. We will experience some surprises one day!

Worship experiences Above all, 

Discussion- Above all, Jesus sacrificed His life for us so we could be promised eternal life with Him in heaven. Nothing means more to Him than that. He wants us to be with Him forever in heaven. And He wants us to share His promise with others. Remember the last line in the skit about Christian- so the Gates of Heaven opened to them and they entered in. The streets were paved with gold, good men made perfect walked there, and the bells of the City rang for joy, Christian and his friend had come to their true home. That’s why Jesus died for us, so that one day we could go to our true home in heaven with Him.

Optional small group Prayer Activity- 
Present God’s Plan of Salvation to the children, giving any who have not made a commitment to Christ to do so. Optional- have a large cross made either out of wood or paper and have children attach commitment cards to the cross. You could also use an old wooden door. This activity is especially important if you are not aware of the spiritual condition of each child in your group, or if you have had any new children begin attending your program in the last couple of months. Allow time to pray with each child and provide children’s tracts to be sent home. Resources can be found in the resource file.
