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Minutes of a Meeting of the
West Acre Parish Council 
           held on 9th December 2019 in the Village Hall
Present
Parish Councillors:  Eoghan Sheils (Chair), Terry Howlett, Antonia Hanbury, Ralph Sliwa, Ernest Heatley, Jeremy Cameron and Fiona Wrigley
Others:  Brian Wright, Andrew Smith, Sally Bridle, Brian Cawston, Belinda Bush and Jim Moriarty (our Borough Councillor) 
Clerk:  Henry Birkbeck
Minute 1.  There were no apologies. 
Minute 2.  The minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting of 23rd September 2019 previously circulated were approved and signed by the Chair.
Minute 3.  Damage to the river footbridge by the Mill.  The Chair confirmed he would contact the authorities again regarding repairs.

Minute 4.  New dustbin by the Mill ford.  The Council agreed to purchase a bin for this new location and arranged for its regular emptying into the Parish Council wheelie bin at the Mill.  It was not assumed that the volunteers’ who empty the dustbins on the Common carpark into the wheelie bin would also take on this extra dustbin.
Minute 5.  Parish Councillors welcomed Ernest Heatley onto the Council and received his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  
Minute 6.  Parish Plan.  The subject of a neighbourhood plan was brought up but the Chair considered this to be too big a task although Ernest considered that the legal status could be an advantage.  It was agreed that before embarking or such a project, an outline of a Parish Plan should, in the first instance, be discussed with Alec and Henry on behalf of the Westacre Estate.
Minute 7.  Retrospective planning applications by the Westacre Estate.  Several concerns have been raised on this issue and it was agreed that the Chair should forward these to Alec as the representative of the Westacre Estate on these matters.
Minute 8.  Brewery lighting.  The night-time security and operating lights on the Abbey Barn were considered excessive and whilst the Chair would check on the planning requirements, Terry and Antonia agreed to take the matter up with Miranda and Bates.
Minute 9.  Payments listed on the agenda were approved including an additional printing cost for the December WAN.
Minute 10.  Draft budget for 2020.  The Clerk produced accounts for 2017/18 and 2018/19 along with the forecast of 2019/20 and possible items for the budget for 2020/21.  All Councillors were asked to consider this with a view to proposing a final budget by our next meeting on Monday 27th January.  Our Precept must be notified to the Borough Council by 31st January.
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Minute 11.   Storage units at Abbey Yard.  It was noted that planning consent for these had been refused.
Minute 12.  Parishioners in need.  Those present were requested to inform the Parish Council (contact the Clerk) of anybody who may need additional help this winter. 
Minute 13.  Parish mail.  The Council agreed to consider how best to deal with (or ignore) email correspondence received by the Parish.
Minute 14.  Salt/grit bin. The Clerk will put in a request to have our grit bin (located by the bungalows on Church Green) refilled.

Minute 15.  Flooding by the Laundry Bridge.  Andrew Smith offered to contact Andy Wallace at Highways and our County Councillor, Graham Middleton (grmiddleton25@gmail.com) about maintaining the drainage at this point.  This will also be included in the Chair’s schedule of highways issues at West Acre with which he up-dates Highways periodically.
The next Parish Council meeting was fixed for Monday 27th January 2020 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall
The meeting closed at approximately 8.30pm
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