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Minutes of a Meeting of the
West Acre Parish Council 
held on 29th October 2018 in the Village Hall
Present
Councillors:  Eoghan Sheils (Chair), Antonia Hanbury, Ralph Sliwa, Jeremy Cameron, Fiona Wrigley and Terry Howlett.
Others:  Brian Cawston, Brian Wright, Steve Hogg.
Clerk:  Henry Birkbeck
Minute 1.  Apologies were received from Jim Moriarty (Borough Councillor)
Minute 2.  Sincere sympathy was expressed to both Fiona and Mark at this very difficult time. 
Minute 3.  There were no new declarations of interest. 
Minute 4.  There were no comments from the public at this stage of the meeting. 
Minute 5.  Minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
Minute 6.  Speed Sign.  Ralph reported that the battery had recently gone flat and that it was now time to move the sign, change the battery, charge the old one, and chase up the post that had been ordered but had not yet arrived.  The Chair requested details of the insurance cover from Henry.  
Minute 7.  Flooding on the roads.  The Chair confirmed that Highways had agreed to clear out the ditch on Church Green between the church and the pub, as well as one of the gullies near the junction with the Castle Acre - East Walton road.  
Minute 8.  The Clerk was asked to arrange for the Borough Council to empty our rubbish bin on the village green subject to the Parish Council being aware of any costs.
Minute 9.  Maize harvest traffic.  This had been greatly improved driving this harvest and the Chair would write to Seb Edwards (Farming Manager for Future Biogas) and Will Chapman (Westacre Farms haulier) to thank them for the efforts.

Minute 10.  Brewery. It was noted that preparatory work had just begun and that project Duration was expected to be forty-four weeks. The Chair considered that the improved design of the lay-bys which included re-grading the verges and edging them with curb stones to be a satisfactory improvement.  The Chair asked Steve Hogg to make contact with the contractors Draper and Nichols requesting them to provide more information about the design of the effluent management and to provide details of expected traffic and noise during the construction period.  Both Duration Brewery and Draper and Nichols would be invited to attend our next Parish Council meeting.
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Minute 11.  The Village Green.  It was noted that the gardening group, led by Louisa Sliwa, Ralph and Fiona had progressed matters well.  From funds donated by Louisa’s Christmas Market held last year they had planted three roadside verges with various bulbs (opposite the top of River Road, the triangle at the top of Greenhill Road and on the bank outside the Westacre Estate Office) and also the commemorative garden by the memorial lime tree on the village green.  They have plans for planting further bulbs very soon on the village green in the area that has been cleared of scrub.  The Parish Council has set aside £100 for further “environmental” work and Jeremy proposed that the gardening group should make a proposal for making use of these funds.

Minute 12.  Finance.  The bank reconciliation was received as was the income and expenditure statement as at 30th September, shown alongside figures for our annual budget this year.  The invoice for hiring the hall (£5.25) was approved.
Minute 13.  The grit bin.  The Clerk was asked to contact NCC Highways regarding topping up our grit bin for this winter.

Minute 14.  Agenda items for our next meeting on the 7th January.  The Chair requested that the Estate inform the Parish Council when there are expected to be noisy events at Bradmoor and if this could be communicated to the community in advance.  Alec Birkbeck would be asked to explain the arrangements for next season including control of noise, program of events and proposed communication to the West Acre community.  

Minute 15.  Fiona Wrigley raised the subject of bright outside lights shining widely across the village at night and all those present agreed that strong glare from such lights should be pointed downwards, and that probably they should not be left on all night.  

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Monday 7th January 2019 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall. 
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