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Editor’s Note.

Letters to the Editor. Tell us what you think. Here are
some readers who did just that.

Frannely’s Fashion Rage. Find out what colors and ac-
cessories are “in” this Fall season.

Ericka’s DESktOP. Qur advice columnist, Ericka Williams,
share her thoughts on the importance of continually learning.

Javier’s Real Estate Tips. Although most home main-
tenance jobs should be left to the professionals, here are a few
you can tackle yourself.

The Gallery. Browse throught photos of some of the events
that recently took place in the Paterson area. Also, check-out
our PO/tm Photo Contest winning entry - submitted by:
Armando Arturo - Paterson, NJ.

features

1 6 Black Pride. by Tego Calderon. world-
renowned regueton artist Tego Calderon shares
some of his experieces as a Black Puerto Rican.

2 D The B.R.0.T.H.E.R.S. If you haven’t heard of
them yet, it is only a matter of time before you do.

Meet some of its members and learn what this or-
ganization is all about.

‘] 3 Fast Food Breakfasts. by Elaine Magee,
MPH, RD / WebMD Weight Loss Clinic. How
to Choose Healthier Breakfast Foods.

2 8 Parents & Their Children’s Reading.
by Prof. Peter Incardone. Research-based strate-
gies that parents can use to develop their children’s
reading skills before they ever enter a classroom.

30 The Promise? (of America).
by Dr. Jonathan Hodges. Paterson Board of Edu-
cation Member, Dr, Jonathan Hodges, shares his
views on immigration. And why, coming to America
also requires wanting to he American.

Bilingual Education: Goals & Realities ny
Nancy Correa, M.Ed. Bilingual education serves a
very useful purpose. Unfortynately, oftentimes, pro-
grams are poorly implemented. However, since the
implementation of the federal No Child Left Behind
law, changes are finally starting to take place.
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What is the organization’s take on the curfew and the recent surge in violence throughout the City?

Well as the president of the organization and most
members of the organization — I say most members — really don’t
support the curfew because our job is to create an environment; and
once we create the proper environment, all things in that environ-
ment will work in harmony with each other. So, [as for] the vio-
lence and the curfew, we can’t substitute a curfew for the wrong
environment.

“we don’t invest enough into our youth ”

[The Division of] Recreation doesn’t even have its own budget!
In the city, we don’t invest enough into our youth to prevent some

Zatiti Moody.

of the things that happen in the community. It is important that we
put our money where our mouth is. When we cut the pie up, we
need to cut our kids in the pie and they should be the biggest part
of the budget; it should be the biggest emphasis because they are
our future. The rash in violence is justa... actually, it’s just an in-
dication of how bad the problem is, and how bad the problem has
been ignored. As soon as we focus on what the problem is, we need
to deal with it, not with a Band-Aid.

People died for us to have the opportunity to go and come, and
work, and be anywhere in America we choose to be. We will never
stand behind not creating the right environment [and] just putting
a Band-Aid on something. We have to create the right environment.

Vice-President - Profession: High School Academy Director
What is the mission of the BROTHERS Organization?

The mission of the BROTHERS organization is to create an environment that enables
and empowers the men in our community through activities to succeed in life — through social,
financial and educational awareness. Basically what that states is that any activity in
the community that deals with one of those three components, the BROTHERS

Organization will definitely be a part of and support; in order to build a com-
munity that we [will] all be proud of.

Why did you join the organization?

The question here is why did I join the BROTHERS Organi-

zation; I believe the real question should be: why wouldn’t you join the
BROTHERS Organization? The BROTHERS Organization consists of
men of all walks of life who came together to have a serious, sincere
impact on our community in a positive way. The brothers that we are

affiliated with are very talented in many fields and we all contribute
something to the organization in an effort to uplift our community.
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Henry Baker.
Member - Profession: Retired Fduca-
tor and Basketball Coach ~

What is the need for such an organization?

The importance of a group like the
BROTHERS Organization of Paterson is obviously in its

strength and its commitment to this community. From the
initial meeting where there was a strong passion from every
man that spoke there; to develop, strengthen, and increase
the positive things of this community.

We, the people of the community, have to hecome totally
involved in its redevelopment. We [also] need to develop
ourselves first, hecause if we don’t do it first and within our-
selves, we can’t help anybody else. So I am so proud, so
happy, of this group for their commitment to help everyone
build self in this community.

Why did you join the organization?

Kevin McDaniel.
Member - Profession: University Resi-
dence Director

My experience in the
past of working with young groups and men to
develop an organization to be community
involved and to develop our commu-
nity is extensive.

My first effort was the “AA Mind
Group” with men, Mr. Al Moody,
and some other men in the commu-
nity organized, and we had a good
start. But, because we were working
people, and we didn’t put the time in.
We had one meeting a month, and for
whatever reason it didn’t work.

My second effort was with my church.
Calvary Baptist Church of Garfield had
amen’s group and we met every third
Sunday — once a month again, for a
short period of time. But we never
got into the real the problem that
make a community work — we talked
about problems and never about answers.

And then when I was asked to be a part
of the development of this group, I
wanted to try one more time because I al-
ways believed that this is the way to go.
And, as it is with life sometimes, the third
time is a charm. The commitment, the
work ethic, the real passion for helping
self first, then community, has been such
an enlightening thing for me to see, on a
Sunday by Sunday basis, over the last
three and a half, four years. That I am
overjoyed by the success, and I'm real,
real happy about the future that I see for
this group.

What projects have the BROTHERS worked
on or plan on working on in the near future?

Some of the projects the BROTHERS have
been involved recently are the [Paterson] Board of Ed-
ucation Candidates Forum, which was in collaboration
with PatersonOnline.NET. We also worked on an event
that addressed what’s going on in Hip-Hop. The title
of the event was: Is Hip-Hop Dead, Alive or Killing
Us? So that was a good opportunity for us to talk about
some of the recent issues that have come up in Hip-Hop.
We also recently launched our website — which is a proj-
ect that I recently worked on —
www. BrothersOf Paterson.com. So go to that and check
that out for yourself. There’s a lot of photographs up

there for you and we are going to post the events we are
going to be doing. Another event that we collaborated with
is the Parade — the African Heritage Parade — we collabo-
rated with the African Heritage Parade Committee — who’ve
been doing this for a little bit of time. They done some re-
ally good things. Last year, the parade was really nice. We
wanna — you know — just do our part to enhance it as much as

we possibly can.
Why did you join the organization?

See, I"ve always wanted to join a strong, powerful,
black, grass-roots organization like the BROTHERS; and when
1 saw the BROTHERS doing their thing, I was really at-

tracted to it and I think I can add a lot to it. So, that’s
what I am here for. @
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