The Sum of all Fears……..

Matthew 14:26-27
And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.”

In this passage Jesus emphasizes the importance of having faith and how faith can conquer all fears. 

He wants to show his disciples that they do not have to fear what we see but rather have faith that the Holy Spirit within us can overcome the most challenging obstacles before us.
Illustration:

Jesus would command his disciples to go into the boat to the other side which was Bethsaida so he could send the others away and depart to the mountain where he would pray. (v 22)
Jesus kept watch over his disciples for 4 nights and It was the 4th night that on that mountain where he saw his disciples struggling to row the boat due to the fierce winds that he went to them. (v 25)
Meaning that Jesus is constantly watching over us. He is constantly aware of every challenge we face in our lives.

The bible also says that Jesus walked on the sea and passed by them which prove Jesus was walking faster than the boat was sailing. (Mark 6:48 “walking upon the sea and passed by them”)
Meaning that Jesus is ahead of every storm in our lives and that a resolution is not far behind.
But what the disciples would prove is that even though we have witnessed his works, his miracles,  we still fear the storms we face.

We are constantly allowing fear to accumulate even when there is nothing to be fearful of. This scripture enlightens us on the sum of all fears equals out to be little faith.
Let’s think about when fear and panic overcame his disciples when they saw this spirit like being walking on water and cried out in fear “It is a ghost”. verse 26
Jesus replied “It is I, do not be afraid” verse 27
1. How many times does Jesus have to remind us that he is always there for us?

2. How many times does Jesus have to remind us that we are always safe in his arms?

3. How many times doe s Jesus have to remind us that he would never leave us or forsake us? 
4. How many times does Jesus have to remind us that he is our deliverer? 

Peter replied “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” verse 28
Jesus was again proving his powers over natural laws by the anointing of the Holy Spirit when he told Peter to walk on water. Jesus claimed no power in himself but always attributed what he did to the holy spirit upon him. 

If we are able to see that is through the anointing of the spirit that Jesus did his works and not by being manifest in the flesh, then we can see how true believers may do the works of Christ as He promised. 

Peter then got out of the boat and began to walk towards Jesus filled with the anointing of the Holy Spirit, but as soon as the storm started to get a little rough, Peter immediately forgot about the anointing and his heart was hardened meaning he did not fully comprehend Jesus’ works in which he seen prior and begin to sink. 

The bible says Peter then cried out “save me” and again Jesus was right there to pull him up and bring him back to the boat.  
But even when our faith diminishes Jesus is still reassuring us that He is always there to help us in our time of need. 

Jesus is steadily reminding us that we are not to live in fear but in faith. Even as He reminded his disciples that he was not far behind and that they could go ahead in their boat but as soon as the storm was upon them they forgot who was with them. 
The sum of all of our fears is “our lack of faith”. 
 The definition of sum is “an indefinite amount of times”. 
The indefinite number of times we forget He is right there with us seeing us through every obstacle and challenge we might face resulting in the sum of all fears which is our lack of faith we have in him, his power, his glory, his mercy, his understanding, his right hand, his willingness to help, his deliverance, his redemption. 
We need to understand that He will never leave us or forsake us and that it was never meant for us to live in fear.

For Jesus said “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.”

He wants us to be happy even when are facing the most challenging or difficult times in our lives. 

He wants us to know that he stands watch over us, he is walking with us, He lives within us. 
He is the one who will save us from drowning in our own mess and He also knows that our hearts will also harden at times. But it is up to us to believe that we have the same power to overcome these things through the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 
We have to understand that there are going to be tests of faith all throughout our journey and He is waiting to see if we are going to pass that test, be willing to step out on faith, be willing to walk with him when you are commanded. 

Will you not allow your heart to harden and forget about all of the wonderful things he has done and trust that he is going to see you through. 

We need to be reminded by this story that if God is for us, who or what can be against us? That is including people, situations, circumstances because he has the final say and only he is able to make the way. It is not over until He says it is over.
To sum it all up is that your faith can ease your fears and may God bless and may you find comfort in knowing that you don’t have to live in fear and that he always has his hands on you. Don’t allow the storm ahead of you to hinder your belief in what Jesus can do in your life. 
