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The Acorn Doesn’t Fall Far from the Tree
by

Michael Beninate
INT.  STUDIO.  DAY

Diana is alone in the office.  The telephone rings.

DIANA
Good morning, Bentley Internet Designs.

(pause, listening)




I’m sorry, Mr. Bentley isn’t in 

yet.  I’m the office manager.  

(pause, listening, excited) 




Well, yes, I’d be happy to tell 

him.  Thank you so much.  Thank 

you Mrs. Caldwell.  I’ll have 

him call you as soon as he gets 

in.  Goodbye.

Hangs up.

(to herself)




Oh my God, we got it!

Roxy enters the studio.

DIANA



We got it, we got it, we got it!

ROXY



What did I tell you about being 

so cheerful this early in the 

morning?

DIANA



Roxy, we got the job!

ROXY



Which job?

DIANA



The website design for New Orleans 




Public Schools!  They just called 




and told me that our bid won.  

ROXY
(not very excited)




Oh, that’s good.

DIANA



What’s the matter?  You and Rustan 

worked all summer long to land this 

job.  

ROXY



It’s great.  I’m glad we got it.  




I’m just not in a very good mood 

right now.  

DIANA



What’s the matter?
ROXY



The principal of Zachary’s school 




called me yesterday.  It seems 




he’s taken to informing the girls 




in his class that they can’t make 

music videos because they don’t 

have bumps.  Apparently, that’s

what he calls breasts.  Rightly so, 

one of the little girls told her 

mother who went into an uproar, 

called the school and I found 

myself trying to explain to the 

principal why my nephew might be, 

uh,(what was the word he used?) 

disturbed.  

DIANA



You’re kidding.

ROXY



No.  

DIANA



How old is he now?

ROXY



Seven.  I can understand a parent 

being upset by this and I might 

have done the very same thing.  

But you know how hard I’ve tried 

to do what’s right for my nephew.  

The principal made me feel like 

I was a negligent mother.  

DIANA



Oh, come on.  You know you’re doing 




an excellent job.  Not many aunts 




would take on the kind of 

responsibility that you have.   

And kids say things like that all 

the time.  How can they not with 

all the things they’re exposed to 

these days?

ROXY



I know.  You’re right.  He’s a 




sweet child.  And I try to keep up 




with everything he’s exposed to, 




but just when you’re least expecting 

it, in the middle of the day, 

there’s another buxom beauty 

flaunting it all to sell another 

can of beer. 

DIANA



Oh, come on.  Cheer up.  You got 

the job!

ROXY
(turning cheerful)




That is great news.  Does Rustan 

know yet?

DIANA



No.  I just found out myself. 

Rustan enters the studio.

RUSTAN



Morning everyone.

ROXY



Morning.

DIANA
(mischievously)




Guess what day this is.  

RUSTAN
(looking at Diana strangely)




The last time I checked, Tuesday.

DIANA



It’s the day you’re going to get 

great news.
RUSTAN



Diana, don’t do this to me again.  




The last time I tried to figure 

out what you were trying to get at, 




I forfeited twenty minutes of my 

life.  

DIANA



Well then I won’t tell you.

RUSTAN

(dismissively)




Fine.

DIANA



I’m serious.

RUSTAN



Great.

DIANA
(imploringly)




I’m not going to tell you.

ROXY

(to Rustan)




Should I smack her or you?

DIANA



You got a call from Beverly Caldwell 

this morning from New Orleans Public 

Schools.  Rustan, you got the job!

RUSTAN
(uncertain)




You’re serious.  We have the job?  

DIANA



Yes!  She wants you to call her 

right away. 

RUSTAN



High pitched scream.  Diana, if 

you’re lying I’ll have your brother 

Andy come get you right now and do 

What he said he was going to do to 

you.  

DIANA



I swear!  

RUSTAN
(triumphantly)




Alright!  I’m calling her right now.

Rustan looks up the number and dials the phone.

(continued)




Good morning.  May I speak with 




Beverly Caldwell please?  Thank you.  




(pause) Mrs. Caldwell, good morning.  




Rustan Bentley.  (pause) Well thank 

you very much.  I’m glad you think so.  




(Pause) I’d be happy to.  And let me 




assure you, you made the right decision.  




(Pause) I’ll be looking forward.  

Hangs up.




She wants me to go to the school 

Board meeting on Friday to sign the 

contract.  Roxy, we did it!

CUT TO:

Rustan, Evan, Roxy, Denison and Diana return to the studio after the school board meeting.  They all plop down frustrated at their desks.

ROXY



That was one of the most bizarre 

things I have witnessed in a long 

time.

DIANA




Was that a school board meeting 




or a carnival side show?

DENISON



Rustan, are you OK?

RUSTAN
(staring blankly)




I can’t believe it.

EVAN



Somebody should have slapped that 

woman.

ROXY



Which woman?

EVAN



Chaka Zulu with the headdress.

DENISON



That woman is out of her mind.  




Rustan, are you breathing?

RUSTAN



I don’t believe it.

DIANA



Did you hear that man yelling at 




the board president?  What was his 

problem?

ROXY



You got an hour?  And what was with 




that woman who kept bringing up 




tuna fish for lunch?

DENISON
(smirkingly)




She didn’t think it was appropriate 

food for school children.

EVAN



All I can say is I’m glad I can 

afford to send Maribella to private 

school. 

(noticing Rustan) 




Rustan, what’s wrong with you?

RUSTAN



Evan, are you familiar with 




Maribella’s curriculum?  

EVAN



Maribella’s on curriculum?

RUSTAN

(frustrated)




I just can’t believe it.  One of 

the few things that I know for 

sure in this world is how important 




education is to our children.  




For everybody.  For the future.  




I know most of these people have 




dedicated their lives to education, 




and I admire them for it, but if 

this is the leadership by which 

our children are being guided, 

then we have a serious problem.  

ROXY



I think most of us know that.  




The question is, what do we do 
about it?


EVAN



What can be done?  You can’t force 

people to learn.

RUSTAN



You’re right.  You can’t.  All I 

know is that this system is broken 

and something has got to change.  

DENISON



Isn’t that what this and all the 




other school board meetings are 

about; trying to do something 

about it?

RUSTAN




Maybe they are.  But there has got 

to be a better way of doing it.

DIANA



You got any better ideas?

RUSTAN

(thinking)




No, I don’t have the answers.  




But if this were my job, I’d be 

coming a lot closer to a solution 

than these people are.  

DIANA



Spoken like a true person who has 

no children.

RUSTAN
(offended)




Nothing personal Diana, but I have 

had it with people trying to tell 

me that just because I haven’t 

reproduced that I don’t have a 

credible say so about children.  




Yes.  I have chosen not to have 

kids, but that shouldn’t devaluate 




my concern or my opinions about 




society’s well being and future. 

DIANA



I didn’t mean it that way and you 

know it.  

RUSTAN




Than what did you mean?

DIANA



All I’m saying is that it is very 
easy for someone outside of a 

situation to pass judgment.  You 

have no idea what it’s really 




like to deal day in and day out 




with children who look to you 




for everything.  
RUSTAN



You’re right Diana.  I don’t know 




what it’s like to raise a child. 




What I do know is that for being 




the most advanced country on this 

planet, it’s unacceptable that 

kids can graduate from high school 




not being able to speak proper 

English, do mathematics or 

understand the scientific method.  

Our system is flawed.  Thousands 

of children are falling through 

the cracks.  We are being left 

in the dust.  And I don’t need 

to have children of my own to 

realize that or be concerned 

about it.  

DIANA



Rustan, all I’m saying is that 




education is a major concern 




for most people with children.  




Not only do they make sure they 

are learning what they should 




in school, but they also teach 

them life’s lessons continuously 



when they’re out.  

RUSTAN



You’re doing that.  What about 




all the parents who aren’t?   

Those are the kids who are 

terrorizing our cities.  My 

questions are, how is the school 

system failing them?  Why are 

we allowing kids to pass grades

without scholastic merit and to 

drop out so easily?

DENISON



Some teachers just want troubled 

kids to move out of their classes.  

ROXY



And some teachers are just as 




troubled as those kids.

RUSTAN



And therein lies one of the biggest




problems.  The system must be set up 




in a way that that cannot happen. 

DENISON



Easier said than done.

EVAN



And it will never happen.  You’re 




dealing with a corrupt administration,




teachers who are unqualified and, 

with good reason, reluctant to 

discipline their classes.

RUSTAN
(somber and thinking)




Maybe it won’t happen because 




politicians and parents speak out 

of both sides of their mouths.  

Sure, come election time, everyone’s 




greatest concern is education.  




They espouse it like a faith.  




But when it comes to action, 




there never seems to be enough 




funding or enough resources or 




enough commitment to do anything 




of any significance.  And maybe 




it won’t happen because as much 




as we value teachers and know 




how important and necessary they 

are, their pay scale still ranks 

amongst the lowest in our society. 

(pause) The government somehow 

finds the money to wage war and 

to give huge amounts of international 

aid; the private sector spends 

billions on advertising, investing, 

and sponsoring sporting events 

from seemingly limitless coffers, 




and we as a country still can’t 




find a way to properly fund and 




hold accountable the education 




of our children.  

DENISON



I hope you all know you’re just 




talking about poor children.  

EVAN



I think they mean everybody.
DENISON



Not everybody.  People with good 




rearing and money usually send 




their kids to private schools; 




well financed schools with better 




qualified and paid teachers.  




It’s the poor kids who fall 




through the cracks; namely, 




in this city, the poor blacks.  

EVAN
(frustrated)




Here we go.  Playing the race card 




once again.

ROXY



Oh, no.

DIANA
(pleadingly)




Ya’ll, don’t start this again.

EVAN



No, no.  Let’s start it again.  




I guess you think white people 




are in a huge conspiracy to keep 




black people down, drunk, on drugs 




and away from good education.  




Let me tell you; in this day and 

age, it’s not white people doing 

that.  It’s black people who are 

diminishing themselves.  It’s black 

people who insult each other for 

speaking proper English, it’s black 

people who accuse their successful 

of trying to be white.  I hear it 




all the time.

DENISON
(paused, composed, biting his lip)




All I’m saying is that society in 

general is less concerned with those 

in poverty, and in this city, that 

translates to the blacks.  That is 

a hard truth.  If these children 

were your children, something would 

have been done a long time ago.  

RUSTAN



As easy as it would be to think so, 




I refuse to believe that the situation 




is hopeless.  There has got to be 

a way to set up a comprehensive 

educational system that ensures that 

every child doesn’t graduate until 

they reach a certain standard 

learning level.  

ROXY



Many dedicated and hard working people 




have been struggling with this very 

issue for decades.  There isn’t 

any one simple solution.  My sister 

Roni’s a grade school teacher in 

Atlanta.  It kills me just to think 

about some of the stories I’ve heard 

about her students.  This one poor 

child wore the same pants to school 

unwashed for a month.  Another one’s 

teeth were so neglected that she 

actually didn’t own a toothbrush.  

Most days, the kids bring her wreaths 

of clovers from the playground; they 

love her so much.  It’s hard for her 

to make ends meet but she wouldn’t 

even consider doing anything else 

for a living.  

DENISON



My Aunt Cleatis taught grade school 




English at McDonough 39.  She insisted 




her class pronounce all words properly.  




One day she corrected a boy for saying 




“doe” for door, and the next day, 




his mother came to school accusing 

her of teaching King’s English 

and reported her to the principal.  




The school wouldn’t back her up.  




She still told the child that in her 

classroom, it is called a door.  

DIANA



Don’t aks me what dey used to do 

to me.

DENISON



Don’t what?
DIANA



Don’t aks me.

DENISON



About who?

DIANA



What dey used to do to me.

DENISON
(pointing out her speech slurs)




That’s a funny thing.  Your teachers 

didn’t seem to mind dat.

RUSTAN



He’s right.  Half of St. Bernard 

Parish still pronounce T H’s as D’s.  

ROXY




Even on the news.  James Benson on 




Channel 12, a journalist, still 

speaks like that every day.  And 

no one seems to have a problem 

with dat!

EVAN
(defendingly)



That’s part of our cultural heritage.

RUSTAN
(ashamedly)




I still can’t abide by that coming 




from a journalist.

DIANA



You can’t exactly call him a 

journalist.  He tells people how to 

catch and cook rabbits and squirrels.  

That’s why they have him on there.  

He relates to a huge segment of our 

population.  He’s well loved and 

very popular.  

DENISON



He still doesn’t speak proper English.  




And yet he gets a spot on da mornin’ 

news.  Could you imagine “Tyrone” from 

the hood with a morning spot telling
people, “Dis heur de way t’mage 

biscuits ‘n’ chittlins ‘nough to 

slap yo’ gra’maw, heard whad Om 

say’n?”  I don’t think so. 

ROXY

(sarcastically)

Yeah, that would go over real well.

DIANA



Ooh, they should have Tyrone on 

there.  I’d watch.  He’d probably

make something I’d like to eat.

RUSTAN

Cultural dialects are not the issue 

here.  We’re talking about the fact 

that even here in the world’s richest 

country, we are failing in our role 

as parents and citizens to ensure 

that all of our children are properly 

educated.  And it’s not just their 

problem.  Every lost child becomes 

everyone’s problem.

ROXY

OK, Rustan.  We know you’re aware 

of the problem.  But what are 

you doing to help the situation?

RUSTAN

(reflecting)

I try in this world every day to

lead by example with my own behavior.  

DENISON

That’s all well and good.  But how 

is that helping the problems with 

public education?

EVAN

That’s not his problem!  He’s gay,

for crying out loud!  It’s the

people out there having too many 

kids without taking the responsibility

of raising them properly causing 

the problem here.  They got 

themselves into this mess.  Let 

them fix it!

DIANA

Evan, what would you be doing if 

you couldn’t afford private school 

for your child?

EVAN

I wouldn’t be having babies.

DIANA

Tell that to Maribella.

RUSTAN

Denny, you’re right.  I’m not doing 

enough.  I’m going to start by making 

the New Orleans Public Schools website 

one of the best in the country.  Then 

I’m going to volunteer time with, 

what’s that teaching to read 

organization?

ROXY

Project Literacy.

RUSTAN

That’s it.  

DIANA

Good for you, Rustan.  I was a 

Big Sister for a while before I 

got married.

DENISON

Hey, Evan.  Why do you become a 

Big Brother?

Evan shrugs off the suggestion and leaves the room.

RUSTAN

(facitiously)

We’re trying to help the children.  

I’m not going to let any more kids 

hang around with him unnecessarily.

START: Brian Eno & John Cale, “Lay My Love.”

VIDEO MONTAGE.

END.

Lay My Love

by Brian Eno & John Cale

I am the crow of desperation

I need no fact or validation

I spin relentless variations

I scramble in the dust of the failing nation

I was concealed

Now I am stirring

And I have waited for this time

I am the termite of temptation

I multiply and find my population

I am the wheel

I am the turning

And I will lay my love around you

I am the sea of permutations

I live beyond interpretation

I scramble all the names and the combinations

Penetrate the walls of explanation

I am the will

I am the yearning

And I will lay my love around you

I am the will

I am the yearning

And I will lay my love around you
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