Freeburg Community High School Music Department
[image: image1.png]



2012-2013 Handbook

[image: image2.png]



A guide for students and parents

Concert Band, Mighty Midget Marching Band, Stage Band, Mighty Midget Pep Band
FREEBURG COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL BANDS 

CLASS STANDARDS

Class: Concert Band, Mighty Midget Marching Band, Stage Band, Mighty Midget Pep Band
Class Content:

Each FCHS ensemble focuses on the study and performance of various styles of instrumental music through a variety of performing media, critical listening, and analysis. Each ensemble will have opportunities to survey music history, compositional technique, careers in music, and experiences in electronic music technology. There is a strong emphasis on the development of individual musicianship.

Materials Utilized:

Students should have an appropriate instrument. Low brass, low woodwind, and percussion instruments are provided by the school. Students who use school-owned instruments are required to purchase their own mouthpiece. Percussionists need to provide their own sticks and mallets.
Learner Outcomes:
1. The student will develop musicianship through listening, analysis and performance.

2. The student will study and perform significant repertoire for winds and percussion.

3. The student will recognize and demonstrate the aesthetic qualities of music.

4. The student will pursue a standard of excellence for individual performance and performing          organizations.

5. The student will develop techniques for analysis through critical listening.

6. The student will demonstrate cooperation and flexibility by working with others toward common goals.
Quarter Grades:

25%    Daily Participation The student is expected to participate positively in rehearsals, never hindering the efforts of other students or the conductor and demonstrating a high regard for preparation and contribution. The student is required to follow classroom procedures outlined on the following page.

35%    Performance Each performance is a culminating experience that results from many  months of preparation. ATTENDANCE at CONCERTS and DRESS REHEARSALS is MANDATORY. In the event of a family emergency, students will receive an alternative assignment from their director.

20%    Evaluations The director will use a variety of assessments including quizzes, written assignments, playing tests, part checks, and special assignments.

20%    Technique Class The student is expected to prepare for and complete each unit of study per quarter.
Classroom Procedures

Class begins when the bell rings. Students not in the band room at this time are considered tardy. You

will have three minutes from the time the bell rings to get your music, assemble your instrument, and be

in your seat. The warm-up will begin three minutes after the bell rings. Any student not prepared to begin

the warm-up will receive a deduction from their daily participation points.
If a student is tardy to class, he/she owes the teacher an explanation. If he/she does not have a valid

pass from a staff member, the tardy will be considered unexcused. Each student will receive two warnings before receiving a discipline referral. 
You should come to rehearsal properly prepared with your instrument, music, and any other necessary

materials. If you don’t have your instrument (you forgot it, or it’s in the shop), you should communicate

this to the director. If you forget your instrument, you will lose participation credit each time. In the event

that your instrument is in the shop for repairs, ask the music vendor or director for a loaner instrument.

Materials required for rehearsal:

• Woodwinds: reeds, in perfect playing condition; cleaning cloth; and key oil. (reeds can be purchased from director)
• Brasses: valve oil/slide cream
• Percussion: Please see the following page for percussion stick and mallet requirements.
When the Conductor takes the podium, all playing and talking should cease immediately. To facilitate

classroom communication, raise your hand if you wish to speak. Please be considerate of others when

they are speaking.
Pencils are required to be stored in each music folder for the purpose of writing important rehearsal

instruction in the music. Each student will be provided one pencil from director, if misplaced student is expected to provide own.
Rehearsals will finish with two minutes remaining during which time you may put away your instrument

and music. You may leave the band room only after the bell rings.
Percussion Equipment

Required Percussion Materials Percussionists are required to play a wide variety of instruments in a number of settings and genres. To meet these demands, percussion students at Freeburg Community High School are required to own a basic “arsenal” of sticks and mallets. Listed below are the basic required materials and some suggested models. It is common for percussionists to acquire new sticks and/or mallets each year throughout their high school career as their skills continue to improve. Each student is therefore expected to own at least the following: Stick Bag, Black Towel, Snare Sticks, Timpani Mallets: general, Marimba Mallets (set of 4), and General Use Mallets.
Percussionist are expected to have their “arsenal” of sticks by no later than October 15th, 2012
SUGGESTED MODELS

Concert Snare Drum Sticks, 1 pair

Vic Firth: American Custom, SD1

Promark: SD1
Promark: Tom Freer

General Timpani Mallets, 1 pair

Vic Firth General- VFT1
Marimba Mallets: Students should have a set of 4 matched marimba mallets.

Some good beginning sets to purchase are listed below:

Vic Firth: M104 (medium heavy, polished maple handles, long lasting wrap)
Encore: Zeltsman Nzb3 (Medium hard birch)

Malletech: MB13 (Michael Burritt, light, birch), WU18 (She-e Wu, light, birch)
General Mallets, 1 pair

Mike Balter 13B
Stick/Mallet Bag: Any model large enough to accommodate a full complement of sticks and

mallets.

Black Towel: A black hand towel (not bath or beach towel) will be used for muffling instruments as well as creating soft and noiseless trap stands. Black towels can be purchased from Target. Please feel free to contact Mr. Hendrickson (ericplaysthedrums@gmail.com) for any recommendations related to the purchase of the above.
All Personal Materials Must Be Labeled.

Color code your equipment or inscribe it with your Initials.
All materials can be purchased online at various different websites:

· Steveweissmusic.com

· Percussionsource.com 

· Wwbw.com

· Musiciansfriend.com

FCHS BANDS Facts:

Student Exec Board

The bands will elect officers at the beginning of the year. These students will assist with planning and organizational tasks of the bands. Meetings are held every Wednesday at 7:45a during the first semester and every other Wednesday during the second semester.

Stage Band and Combos

Anyone interested in participating in Stage Band will need to audition. Stage band auditions will be held on September 4th, 2012. Time to be determined.
Band Boosters

The Band Boosters mission is to support the

FCHS Band Program with collaborative support and promotion. The boosters hold monthly meetings to share ideas and plan activities to support the FCHS Bands. Students and parents are welcome at all meetings. 
Seating

Part assignments are made by the conductor. Students will re-audition each semester.
Grades

Each quarter grade will be determined by Daily Participation, Performance, and  Evaluation, 

· 45% Quarter 1

· 45% Quarter 2 

· 10% Semester Exam
Concert Dress

Students are required to purchase a tux shirt, and tie for concert performances. Order forms will be distributed in September, and will be available in the band office. If you have any issues in regards to dress, please see me.

Folders/Music

Each band member is issued his/her own folder and folder slot. All music issued is the responsibility of the player. Replacements: music $2/folders $10.

School-owned Instruments

Students can check out school-owned instruments. In addition to providing their own mouthpiece, students are responsible for care and maintenance of the instruments.

Festivals and Contests

All members of the FCHS Bands are eligible to participate in the IHSA Solo/Ensemble contest and IMEA

There may also be other opportunities for the FCHS bands at district, local and state festivals and contests.
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FCHS ENSEMBLES

Concert Band The Concert Band offers the most advanced instrumental experience through study and performance of master works for winds and percussion. Due to the soloistic nature of part assignments, there is a strong emphasis on individual preparation and performance. The Concert Band performs on seasonal concerts, and participates in state and district festivals and contests
Marching Midgets is a precision marching band combining winds, percussion, and color guard. The Marching Midgets will perform at home football games, competitions, parades, and other special events. The season begins in July with weekly rehearsals, and concludes in late October. Membership requires a full commitment to the rehearsal and performance schedule. 
Stage  Bands The FCHS Jazz program consists of a jazz/stage band and jazz combos:. The Jazz Ensemble offers the highest quality jazz experience to the most capable players. Both the Stage Band and Jazz Combos will perform seasonal concerts and travel to festivals in Illinois There will also be opportunities for interested students to participate in several Jazz Combos. Placement in any of the above jazz bands is determined by auditions in mid-September. Rehearsals: Tuesdays 5:30-7:30p
Mighty Midget Pep Band The Mighty Midget Pep Band will be split into two bands; BLUE band and WHITE band. Students will be assigned to a band and be required to participate at the designated bands game. We will be responsible for cheering on the teams to victory!
PEP BAND

Performance Procedures

1. Arrive at the designated meeting time.  All students must sign the attendance sheet in order to receive credit for performing at the event. If you need to arrive late, please inform the director prior to the engagement, and notify the director when you arrive. If you are late and you didn’t prearrange that you would be, please bring a note from your parents explaining why. If your tardiness is unexcused, and you do not provide a note from home, you will not receive credit for participation.
2. Be prepared to play soon after the meeting time.  We will have a short rehearsal prior to each

event. Come early enough so that you have time to properly warm-up, assemble your music, and

have all equipment needs in order prior to the meeting time.
3. Be ready to perform at the designated time. Depending on the event, we will establish

performance times for the “mini-concerts” we play prior to the beginning of the event, during

intermissions between playing periods, and any other opportunities we may have. If you have

special needs regarding early dismissal, you should communicate with the director.
4. Sit with players of like instruments. Try to form neat, even, balanced, and centered rows that

compliment the sound of the band and create a pleasing visual image to the audience.
5. Stay in the performance area. All pep band members are expected to remain in the stands for

pre-game and then during half-time through the post-game performance. The only break to use

the restrooms, visit the concessions stand, etc. will occur during the first and second quarters

of the basketball games.
6. Respond attentively to the conductor with regards to all aspects of the performance. Look

up often for changes, adjustments, cues, and the like. It is not appropriate to question the

conductor’s directions.
7. Refrain from cheers, yelling, and raucous behavior that does not dignify the band. We are there to provide musical entertainment and to cheer our athletes on to success.
8. Observe the themes of good sportsmanship. Refrain from yelling your disapproval to officials’ calls, and making noise that might distract the athletes. If there is another band performing, show them your appreciation with applause.

9. Refrain from "diddling" around on your instrument during all phases of the performance, including moving to and from the performance area.

10. Look for ways to be helpful by moving equipment, assisting percussionists, and providing any assistance that facilitates the success of the performance.

Freeburg Community High School
FUNDRAISING PROCEDURES

Any member of a FCHS Band is eligible to participate in fundraising activities sponsored by the

FCHS Music Department.
Any funds earned by a particular student will be credited to that student’s individual account.

The executive board will determine the percentage of profits they will retain for the general fund

(if any). Remaining profits will be credited to the student's individual account and can be applied

towards the cost of a specific FCHS Band trip or band-related activity. All transactions will be

held according to the payment procedures for that particular event. Students may request a

report of their account at any time from the Booster Treasurer.
Any funds earned by a particular student that are not applied toward the cost of a FCHS Band

trip will be held in that student’s individual account for the duration of their membership in band

at FCHS. Upon graduating or leaving the FCHS Band Program, any remaining monies in the

student’s account will be placed in the FCHS Band General Fund (see exception below).
Any funds that a student collects from the sale of products or items should be turned into the

Director of the fundraising activity in check form only-cash will not be accepted. Students

should place funds in an envelope with their name, date, and the total amount enclosed written

on the envelope.
A student’s individual account will be credited with the profit earned only if: 1) the total amount

due for all products or items distributed to the student is returned; and/or 2) all unsold products

or items are returned.
Any student who participates in a FCHS Music Department sponsored fundraising activity is

responsible for all products and items that are distributed to them. If the total amount due for

all products or items distributed to that student is not returned to the treasurer, and/or any unsold

items are not returned, the cost for those items distributed but not returned will be deducted

from that student’s account. All items returned must be in saleable condition. If the

fundraising activity involves the sale of nonreturnable products or items, the student is

responsible for returning the full cost due for all products or items distributed.
Upon graduation, seniors will be given the opportunity to withdraw their remaining funds if they

wish to use them for a specific musical purpose, or they can transfer the amount to a younger

sibling that will be in the band program the following year. The amounts for those students who

do not submit a request will be added automatically to the general fund.

Band Handbook Acknowledgement Statement

I have read and understand the contents of the 2012-2013 FCHS Bands Handbook. I understand that my student will be held accountable for the information and standards described herein. Additional information may be distributed in class during the school year that will supplement the contents of this handbook.

Parent/Guardian Signature 



Student Signature



Date 






Date



The above acknowledgement statement must be returned to your respective band director by Friday, September 10th.

FCHS Bands Student Directory

We are pleased to announce that the FCHS Bands will be publishing a student directory this year for the convenience of band students and parents. If you wish to have your information included in the directory, please fill in the requested information below and provide a parent signature.

Please print clearly!

Student's Name (as you want it to appear)








Address 

City 


State



 Zip


Home Phone Number




Subdivision




Parents'/Guardians' Printed Names


 Parent Email Address



Year in School for 2012-2013



Student Email Address 






Parent Signature (Required to publish the above info)
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