Cysticercosis & Taeniasis

Public Survey/Questionnaire

Cysticercosis is a tissue infection (non-intestinal) with the larval stage of Taenia solium (pork tapeworm).   It is a treatable medical condition which can cause the following symptoms:

· small lumps under the skin

· headaches 
· nausea and vomiting 

· balance and visual problems 

· memory and  learning problems

· epilepsy seizures
Cysticercosis can develop if you are exposed to someone with taeniasis.

Taeniasis is an intestinal infection of a tapeworm.  It is a treatable medical condition but because the infection often has no symptoms it is sometimes not  promptly diagnosed by doctors.  When symptoms do appear they are often very mild and may appears as: nausea, weight loss, abdominal pain, indigestion and irritation of the peri-anal area.

Taeniasis and cysticercosis are common in certain areas of:
· Mexico
· Latin America
· India
· Africa
· Spain/Portugal
· Asia
In the United States, cysticercosis and taeniasis is more often found in immigrants from Mexico and Latin America but all people (regardless of age, race or sex) are at risk for this infection. 
Risk factors include:
· Traveling to or from areas where cysticercosis and taeniasis are common.
· Living with (or close contact with) someone with a taeniasis infection. 
· Eating raw or undercooked pork.
Cysticercosis & Taeniasis

Public Survey/Questionnaire

	Have you ever traveled to or lived in rural Mexico or Central America?   □ Yes   □ No      

If yes, did your family raise pigs, or did you ever visit people who raised pigs? 

□ Yes   □ No
Did you ever eat pork while living/traveling there?   □ Yes   □ No   □ I do not know    



	Have you ever lived with (or had close contact with) somebody who has traveled to or from rural Mexico or Central America?   □ Yes   □ No
If yes, did their family raise pigs, or did they ever visit people who raised pigs? 

□ Yes   □ No   □ I do not know
Did they ever eat pork while living/traveling there?  □ Yes   □ No   □ I do not know  



	Have you (or anyone you know) ever had seizures, meningitis or epilepsy? 

□ Yes   □ No 
Have you (or anyone you know) ever had a taeniasis infection?   □ Yes   □ No
Have you ever eaten food prepared by someone from Mexico, Latin America, India, Africa, Spain, Portugal, or Asia?    □ Yes   □ No   □ I do not know


	Do you (or anyone you know) have any of the following symptoms?  

(Note: the persons age does not matter)     □ Yes   □ No
· small lumps under the skin

· abdominal pain

· weight loss or indigestion

· nausea or vomiting

· irritation of the peri-anal area

· headaches

· balance problems

· visual problems

· memory or learning  problems

· paresthesias (sensation of tingling, burning, pricking, or numbness)

· seizures



	Please note:  Diagnosis of cysticercosis or taeniasis is not made using this survey/questionnaire.  The purpose of this questionnaire is to help educate the public and to be used as a tool to aid in communication between people who might be infected, people who might know others who could be infected, and medical providers.  Only a medical doctor can diagnose cysticercosis and taeniasis.  Cysticercosis and taeniasis are medical conditions which can be treated only by a licensed physician.   For more information please contact your doctor or local health department.







This information and survey/questionnaire is meant to help educate the public and to help identify people who might be infected so that medical treatment may be provided.  After reading the following information and reviewing the questionnaire we ask that you discuss the information with your family, friends, and doctor. 

















