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Dear Sir,

I wish to object to the 35m Wind Turbine Application, ref 2014/0091/FUL, on land to the north-east of Copyhold Farm, Carr House Lane, Wrightington, Lancashire.and my reasons are:

West Lancashire is a relatively developed county area and our limited green belt is constantly under threat from development. I hope the Council will resist further intrusion by wind turbines in order to maintain the openness which is the essential characteristic of the green belt. The large columnar structure of a wind turbine will not enhance the landscape and is at odds with the Council’s requirement to preserve the green belt as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework and embedded in the West Lancashire Core Strategy.

Wrightington is an area with characteristics of low hills, but prominent and significant in local terms, ancient countryside, long distance views from high points, ancient woodlands and a high proportion of pasture providing a continuous green landscape. The introduction of a tall columnar construction would have a seriously detrimental effect on this landscape and would conflict with the aims of the West Lancashire Replacement Local Plan – Supplementary Planning Guidance – Updated 2007, identifying Areas of Landscape History and County Importance.
 There are many footpaths around  which are regularly used by walkers and runners. The turbine would be a starkly visible and dominant structure for a range of public rights of way, footpaths, bridleways and byways. The turbine would have a very substantial adverse effect on the experience of local and recreational users of these facilities because of its constant active presence and would significantly reduce the visual amenity.
I support the search for renewable energy sources but request the Council to refuse applications for wind turbines near to dwellings and in areas of Landscape History. We should encourage other technologies such as solar PV cells and ground source heat pumps which are more acceptable to the population and less destructive of the environment in which we live.

Yours faithfully,
