HAVE YOUR SAY!       How to object to 90m Wind Turbine – Application Number 2013/0300/FUL
Introduction - Write to: Mr John Harrison, West Lancashire Borough Council, PO Box 16, 52 Derby Street, Ormskirk, West Lancs L39 2DF. Every individual has the right to object. Each member of the family should write their own letter. Do not write a petition as it will only count as one objection. QUOTE the Application’s reference number! 
Start your letter: I wish to object to the 90m Wind Turbine Application reference 2013/0300/FUL and my reasons are: (then choose some of the reasons below and / or add your own.) 
Alternatively an email objection can be sent to plan.apps@westlancs.gov.uk   
We have provided some information for assistance. The value of your house is not a planning objection. Focus on planning policy as this is the basis of the decision which will be made by the Planning Officer and Planning Committee.   Quote the relevant Policy and subsequent objection within your letter.

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF OBJECTION LETTERS IS THURSDAY 18TH APRIL 5PM.
Green Belt Policy
NPPF – March 2012 -9 – Protecting the Green Belt Land

81 – Local Planning Authorities (LPA’s) should plan positively to enhance the beneficial use of the Green Belt, such as retaining and enhancing landscapes and visual amenity.

87 – Inappropriate development is, by definition harmful to the Green Belt and should not be approved except in ‘very special circumstance’. This proposal does not meet the special circumstances required as stated in the National Planning Policy Framework.  Therefore the ‘Presumption against inappropriate development’ in the Green Belt would apply.  The National Planning Policy for Green Belt preservation is fully embedded into the West Lancashire Core Strategy – Preferred Option May 2011 – Policy SC15.

88 – LPA’s must ensure that substantial weight is given to any harm to the Green Belt. ‘Very special circumstances’ will not exist unless the potential harm to the Green Belt by reason of inappropriateness, and any other harm, is clearly outweighed by other considerations.

91 – When located in the Green Belt, elements of many renewable energy projects will compromise inappropriate development. In such cases, developers will need to demonstrate ‘very special circumstances’ if projects are to proceed. 
Objection – This proposal is commercial and should not be sited in the Green Belt. It would be a prominent feature in the Green Belt and would conflict with the objective in the NPPF paragraph 81 of “planning positively for opportunities to retain and enhance landscapes and visual amenity.”  The proposal would have significant adverse landscape and visual effects and would harm the character and appearance of the area. The impact of the proposal would be inappropriate and harmful to it and therefore ‘very special circumstances’ would not apply. The Applicant claims that the development would be temporary but the harm to a valued landscape would last for 25 years and so would be significant. The Appellant’s assessment understates the likely harm.
**This Policy below offers significance protection to Wrightington from the development of Wind Turbines. Please use this objection as a priority.

**Supplementary Planning Guidance Document entitled Natural Areas and Areas of Landscape History Importance – is a report prepared by West Lancashire Borough Council in 1996 and updated 2007 describes the general characteristics of the land as of County Importance and as follows:  “Low hills in regional terms, but prominent and significant in local terms. Steep slopes, poorer soils, complex mosaic of topography, pastures, lanes, rivers, streams, banks, hedges and woodlands. Ancient Countryside. Long distance views from high points” and this report states categorically 

“to minimise the Environmental Impact 
· Avoid introduction of tall columnar constructions

· Avoid uncharacteristic or visually intrusive development, including earthworks, which would damage foreground views
· Avoid interference with long-distance views from high points accessible to public

Objection - The magnitude of change to the landscape character with the introduction of a 90m wind turbine would be substantial. This conflicts directly with West Lancashire’s own Policy (as above) to protect this area of County Importance.
GENERAL OBJECTIONS
Use any of the general objections below which apply to you in addition to planning policy.
SAFETY – Aviation and Radar
CAA Policy and Guidelines on Wind Turbines (CAP 764), Chapter 4, states that “it is the responsibility of the developer to consult with aviation stakeholder to discuss whether mitigation is possible. 
Objection - The Applicant has not provided any evidence relating to this responsibility. Councils have a Duty of Care to Safeguard residents and if they were to overrule these objections, could endanger the lives of people on the ground and in the air. There are many reasons why this application should be refused but safety should be the overriding reason.
Loss of Visual Amenity (don’t use the word View!)  Comment on the rural location and the openness of the area. Consider the impact on the use of footpaths and bridle paths. The installation of these ‘alien’ objects to the environment will mean a loss of visual amenity. This is a particularly important objection for residents living within the 1KM Zone highlighted by the Applicant. The turbine would have a significant adverse impact because of its 90m high vertical and industrial appearance, compounded by movement of the blades.
Noise Impact.  Explain your concerns about the noise impact. The World Health Organisation in 2010 set the European target of outdoor night noise levels at 40 decibels to protect the public. Environmental noise damages human health, particularly at night.Wind Turbines are measured by the audible range of noise, but not the lower frequencies. The DTI commissioned a report that concluded that a phenomenon known as Aerodynamic Modulation was occurring in ways not anticipated by UK regulations ETSU-R-97. It was found that when a wind turbine generates even at low speeds considerable infrasound can be detected as far out as 10km.

Health Impact.  Demand a Health Impact Assessment. If you live in close proximity to the proposed site the audible noise, low frequency and vibration may have a detrimental effect to Health.  
Strobe Effect.  The strobe effect from wind turbines, when the sun is behind the rotating blades, can cause dizziness, headaches and trigger seizures (epilepsy). Shadow flicker and reflected light from blades can also cause problems. For these reasons, demand a Health Impact Assessment.
Public rights of way.  State proximity of public footpath to Wind Turbines (if applicable) – State health & safety risk in high winds. There is no statutory separation distance between a wind turbine and a public right of way. PPS22 comments that “fall over distance should be considered. The minimum distance is often taken to be that the Turbine blades should not be permitted to over sail a public right of way.

Wildlife.  Protected Species are: Bats, Great Crested Newts, Natterjack Toads. 

BATS: Bats and their roosts are protected by law, whether occupied or not. Bats are particularly vulnerable. Planning laws dictate that they must have a bat survey carried out before any work can go ahead.  However the fact that there are bats in the area is not enough to stop an application.

BIRDS: –RSPB website - http://www.rspb.org.uk/advice/takeaction/  
No Economic Benefit.  The financial benefit will be experienced by the developer Freshview, from the generous Government set feed-in tariffs. There are no local economic benefits!
Have your say. A recent High Court Judge (May 2012) ruled their right (local villagers) to preserve their landscape was more important than the Government’s renewable energy targets.

Further advice and information: An extensive list of objections is available on the WRAT Pack Website: www.windturbineobjections.co.uk or send your email address to: windturbineimpact@gmail.com. This will be added to the circulation list for regular updates relating to Wind Turbine Applications.

This guidance has been produced by the Wrightington Residents Against Turbines. The WRAT Pack.

 All advice give is from research undertaken by residents. We are not paid professionals but we are very passionate about our village location and hope our shared experience will assist you. 
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