Cool Links & Resources
My passion is promoting the music of DC and Baltimore, because there is world class music in these areas. This is a list of links and resources that could be helpful to musicians in DC and Baltimore.
This page is free for everyone to use.  And please feel free to suggest resources, or notify me if links are not working. Thank you! 
Musician Services
· Need a great, FREE website? FourFour.com not only offers free sites, they help you with your social media needs, content management, mailing lists, an online store, and custom design. 

· Vimeo has unique videos from the best new bands around. Could Vimeo work for you?

· Savage Nature Studios can create your music video in a style unlike any other.  It certainly won't be cookie cutter! 

· The School of Rock in Silver Spring will teach you everything you need to know for a music career. Located in Vienna, Rockville, and throughout Maryland and Virginia, too!

· Chuck Levin's in Wheaton is legendary in the Washington music scene, and carries all the major instrument brands, like Yamaha, Fender, Ibanez, Paul Reed Smith, Zildjan...if they don't carry it, you don't need it.

· Reverb.com - a place for buying and selling gear, and learning about the gear of musical superstars like Led Zeppelin,  Pink Floyd, Radiohead, and Nirvana. 

Promotional and Networking Links

RAWartist.org - terrific showcase for all types of art, and it's really good for musicians. 

Listenlocalfirst.com -  local music initiative to promote the DC music scene through colaborations with the DC arts community.

DCLiveMusic.com -  has a special section for local music professionals, of varying genres,  with updated contact info, so they may be contacted directly.  

CDBaby.com - an excellent source of marketing info for DIY musicians.  Download their materials, too. 

Daytrotter.com – a music discovery site that publishes exclusive sessions from three different musicians every weekday. Members can stream and download this new music. Daytrotter Radio is available free for non-members. They've published over 6,200 sessions since 2006 with artists like Bon Iver, Gary Clarke,Jr., Mumford & Sons, Vampire Weekend, Alabama Shakes, and more. Could be a good way to get exposure.
Bandmix.com - a great guide to the local music industry.

Soundhound.com - a wonderful place for emerging artists.

Musicclout.com - offers powerful, and affordable, ways for independent musics to promote themselves. 

Musicmarketingmanifesto.com - very informative site about selling your music online.

NoiseTrade.com

 HYPERLINK "http://noisetrade.com/"
 - artists connect with fans by exchanging free music for email addresses & postall codes.

Purevolume.com. A great place for emerging artists to get exposure. 

Bandsintown.com. Free app that lets your fans know when you're touring. 

MDParty.com

 HYPERLINK "http://mdparty.com/"
 - the best place to find local music events in - guess where?? - Maryland.

Eric 

 HYPERLINK "http://erictaft.com/dc-maryland-local-music-blogs/"
Taft- Producer and engineer who's definitely in the know about the regional music scene.  This is a link to his article "9 DC and Maryland Local Music Blogs That Will Cover Your Band."

Musicianbook.com – run by David Hopper, author of The Six-Figure Musician, a no-nonsense guide to making money in the music biz. No pie-in-the-sky, follow-your-dreams stuff from this guy. Highly recommended by musician friends of mine 


Famen4tune Networking Opportunities - various ways of meeting local musicians, music professionals, and fans. A chance to meet, shoot the breeze, and network casually. 

Booking/Talent Sources
EntertainmentExchange.com  - create a free onlne media kit and find music buyers on this booking site

Gigsalad.com - a good place to get bookings
Gigmasters.com

 HYPERLINK "http://gigmasters.com/"
 - over 2,000,000 customers have used this.

Chris Murray, formerly the drummer for Ten Feet Tall, is also part of Last Call Entertainment, one of the largest booking agencies on the East Coast.

Sixela Entertainment - an entertainment agency also associated with Chris Murray. Specializing in booking short-and-long-term tours for regional musicians as well as nationally known musical acts. Also interested in helping new professionals get their name out there. 

Sperry Entertainment

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sperryentertainment.com/"
 - owned and operated by Bubba Sperry. Bubba keeps an eye out for fresh new talent in the DC area, and he's got quite a few "finds" in his group  - Nasim Siddeeq for one, a rising star in the DC area, with original songs like "This Time Around."  Kenny Sharpis another Sperry Entertainment client, who's making a name for himself with songs like "Carolina Red." Many of Bubba's clients perform at top clubs in town. Sperry Entertainment will help open the door to your success. 

Distribution Sources/Record Labels/Info 
Bad Taco Records LLC - signs punk and metal bands within 90 miles of Baltimore

Verses Records

 HYPERLINK "https://soundcloud.com/verses_records"
 - highlighted in the Washington City Paper. Specializes in experimental and "outer sound" music.

Recordunion.com  offers digital distribution for artists and labels

Heather McDonald of About.com is an excellent source of information about the recording industry

Industry Information 
Taxi.com - resources for a variety of music professionals 

Musicregistry.com. Publishes contact directories for the music industry.

Music News
Google Alerts - let you create up-to-the-minute alerts on the latest happenings in the music industry

DCmusicdownload.com -  News, classfieds, resources, and more for the local DC scene

Publications
OnTap Magazine - could be good for finding places to play

SheShredsMag.com  -  dedicated to female gutarists and bass players

The Vocalist - providing info and support for vocalists

Musical Instruction
Jeff Antoniuk

 HYPERLINK "http://jeffantoniuk.com/"
  provides excellent instruction for jazz musicians who want to up their game with his Jazz Band Masterclass. 

Songwriter101.com. A site to learn more about the craft of writing songs.

Scott Stancill provides trained, experienced professionals for private classes in guitar, bass, drums, harmonica, music theory, and a wide range of other muisical subjects in his guitar studio. 

The Jazz Academy of Music in Silver Spring is an excellent place for budding musicians to learn the craft of jazz. They played at the 2016 Silver Spring Jazz Festival, and the talent in the band blew the audience away. 

​
Open MIc Nights/Clubs  to  Play In
Urban Winery

 HYPERLINK "http://theurbanwinery.com/"
 on Bonifant Street in Silver Spring features some of  best wine you've ever tasted, and the best live music to go with it. It's fantastic exposure for local musicians.

McGinty's Public House in Silver Spring - check their calendar for the various events they have.

Tropicalia Lounge on U Street NW in DC. Pumped-up music, a small but lively stage, and a diverse, fun crowd,

Bump 'n Grind -  A fantastic coffeehouse on East-West Highway featuring vinyl records by new artists, DJs, free shows, and places to put your printed material, like flyers, business cards, etc. And the music is the best quality. It's got everything you want in a hangout. 

Associations
Washington Area Music Association is a group committed to the DC music scene.  Offers massive resources for DC musicians. 

Songwriters Association of Washington – help for getting started in songwriting, and in perfecting your craft. 

Business Resources
SBA.gov

 HYPERLINK "http://sba.gov/"
 - tips for starting and managing a business. Your music is a business.  This will help you run it. 
SCORE.org - provides help in launching your business. As a musician, you are business for yourself. SCORE.org offers free services to get you going.

Legal Services 
Washington Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts. Eventually, you'll need legal services. This is a great place to get information on that. 

If you need notary public services in Montgomery County, contact Maryland Notary Public Services in Silver Spring, which provides flexible services on weeknighs and weekends, outside of the traditional 9-5 schedule. 

Books
Start And Run  Your Own Record Label, 3rd edition, by the late Daylle Deanna Schwartz. She also has two other terrific books on the recording industry. Find all of them on Amazon.com.
The Musician's Handbook: A Practical Guide to Understanding The Music Business, by Bobby Borg, a professional musician with a long history in the business. He has several books out. Get them all if you can. 

They're that good. Get them on Amazon.com. 
500 Social Media Marketing Tips - this has specific ideas for making the most of Facebook, Twitter, and the rest of the social media "stew." 
Facebook For Dummies, and Facebook Marketing For Dummies.  Let's face it, Facebook is absolutely crucial for things like making connections, letting fans know about upcoming shows, you name it.  It makes semse to really learn how to use it.  Social Media Marketing for Dummies will also  give you great advice for managing your social media effors, like settting up a calendar for posting, etc.  SEO For Dummies  will help those of you who manage your own sites.  

Yes, I'm a For Dummies series fan.  But you'll be a lot smarter if you let those books help you with your career. 

Miscellaneous
MusiciansOnCall - brings live and recorded music to patients in healthcare facilities. Springsteen's involved in this, and so are Kelly Clarkson, Colbie Caillat, Gavin DeGraw, Ed Sheehan, and James Taylor. 
Words Beats and Life - a nonprofit dedicated to enriching lives through hip hop.

The Maryland Music Awards honor Maryland's finest musicians. Something to aspire to!

This is all current as of late May 2018. I'll be updating it periodically. Let me know if you have other resources to add. 

​

Hope all this helps. 

 

