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1.  Unanticipated  ____________________ . 

Mark 2:14– “As he (Jesus) walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting 

at the tax collector’s booth. ‘Follow me,’ Jesus told him, and Levi got up and 

followed him.” 

Tax collectors were considered traitors who became wealthy by 

collaborating with Roman authorities at the expense of their own people. 

Matthew 5:46 – “If you love those who love you, what reward will you 

get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?” 

 

 

2. Uncommon ____________________ . 

Mark 2:15 – “While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax 

collectors and sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for there were 

many who followed him.” 

 

 

 

3. Unwelcome  ____________________ . 

Mark 2:16 - “When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him 

eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: ‘Why 

does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?’” 

 

The thing that infuriated the Pharisees was that Jesus accepted the morally 

inept and openly fraternized with them without requiring that they first clean 

up their acts. 
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4. Unexpected ____________________ . 

Mark 2:17 - “On hearing this, Jesus said to them,  ‘It is not the healthy who 

need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners.’” 

    

 

The Moral of the Story: 

 

1. God views humanity through a ___________________ lens. 

Acts 10:34 (KJV- Emphasis added) – “Then Peter opened his mouth, and 

said, ‘Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons.’” 

 

Romans 5:6-8 – “You see, at just the right time, when we were still 

powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 

Very rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare 

to die. 
8 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 

I Peter 2:9 (NIV - Emphasis added) – “But you are a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare 

the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 

 

 

2. We must be willing to __________________ our culture. 

John 17:14-15 – “I have given them your word and the world has hated 

them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 
15 

My 

prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them 

from the evil one.” 
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