Welcome to

Fundamental Doctrines
We're glad you've chosen to take this next step toward becoming a mature Follower of Jesus. This class is part of our
Class ONE Trail System and will provide you with an entry-level understanding of some of the important foundational
doctrines of our church and the Christian Faith.

The Basis for this Class
"And they continued steadfastly in the apostles· doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers." -Acts
2:42 (KJV)

A.

Christianity is founded on a message of

rooted in the significance of the life of Jesus

Christ. Christian Doctrine refers to the entire body of essential theological truths that define and describe that
message as put forth by the scriptures.
"Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your
hearers." -I Timothy 4:16 (NIV)

B.

Doctrine is

to Christianity. Christianity does not exist without it. The New Testament

repeatedly emphasizes the value and importance of building one's life upon sound doctrine and instruction.

"Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God's people and also members
of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief
cornerstone. " - Ephesians 2: 19-20 (NIV)
"So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him,
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness." - Colossians 2:6-7 (NIV)

Lesson One

God
"You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.
declares the Lord." -Jeremiah 29: 13-14a (NIV)
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1 will be found by you,'

The existence of God is a subject of debate in our culture. A wide variety of arguments for and against His existence
are prevalent in our society.
After this session, you will have a deeper understanding of the nature of God and some facts surrounding His
existence.
Before we look into the evidence of His existence, we ask that you consider the following question:
would I want to know Him?"

1

"If God does exist,

Evidence of God's Existence

A. The bible
1.

it.

The bible makes no attempt to prove the existence of God. It simply assumes it as a fact.
"In the beginning God .. " - Genesis 1: 1 a {NIV)

2.

for God is so strong that no informed person

The bible is written on the premise that the
would deny His existence.

"Only fools say in their hearts, There is no God." - Psalm 14: 1 a {NLT)

3.

The united

of scripture has God as Creator.

The first chapter of Genesis makes __ references to God as the Creator. The remainder of scripture speaks
of the creative works of God approximately __ times.
"For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything." - Hebrews 3:4 {NIVJ

8. Nature -------- it.
"The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his craftsmanship." - Psalm 19: 1 {NIV)

1.

The

of our planet and its inhabitants points to a deliberate Designer who not only

created our universe, but sustains it to this day.
"For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-his eternal power and divine nature-have been
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse." - Romans I: 10
{NIV)

a.

The example of the

_

The Earth's Movement: The earth is approximately 8,000 miles in diameter and 25,000 miles in
circumference at its equator. Yet the earth is more accurate in its movements than a Swiss-made watch.
The earth travels 584 million miles in a year's time, as it circumnavigates our sun, yet it does not vary in
the length of time it takes for each trip by as much as a single second.

The Earth's Distance from the Sun: The Earth is located precisely the right distance from the Sun to
sustain life. The Earth's orbit around the Sun is elliptical, about 91.5 million miles away at its closest and
94.5 million miles away at its furthest - a million miles closer than 91.5 million and we would all burn up; a
million miles further away than 94.5 million and our planet would freeze solid.
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The Earth's Axial Tilt: The Earth orbits the sun with one pole constantly tilted towards it. This is what is

known as axial tilt, where a planet's vertical axis is tilted a certain degree toward the sun. Such a tilt
results in there being a difference in how much sunlight reaches a given point on the surface during the
course of the year - giving us changing seasons. In the case of the Earth, the axis is tilted toward the Sun
at approximately 23.44 degrees - a 3 degree variance in the earth's axial tilt is the difference between our
earth being capable of sustaining life and not.
The odds of the Earth maintaining a perfect distance from the sun while traveling 67,000 mph, all the
while maintaining an axial tilt of 23.44 degrees are astronomical - demanding an intelligent Creator.

b.

The example of the

_

The Human Brain: The human brain processes more than a million messages a second. Your brain weighs

the importance of all this data, filtering out the relatively unimportant. This screening function is what
allows you to focus and operate effectively in your world. The brain functions differently than other
organs. There is an intelligence to it, the ability to reason, to produce feelings, to dream and plan, to take
action, and relate to other people.
Your brain takes in all the colors and objects you see, the temperatures you feel, the pressure of your feet
against the floor, the sounds around you. Your brain holds and processes all your emotions, thoughts and
memories. At the same time your brain keeps track of the ongoing functions of your body like your
breathing pattern, eyelid movement, hunger and movement of the muscles in your hands.
The most advanced super-computers don't begin to approach the computing power of the human brain demanding an intelligent Creator.

The Nature of God
A.

His -------- - One God.

"Hear, 0 Israel: Jehovah our God is one Jehovah." - Deuteronomy 6:4 (ASVJ
1.

It is important to note that the term "Jehovah" is used here as an expression of

rather

than as a proper name.
The usage of "Jehovah" means:

---------------

God is different from all nature and humanity and everything that exists, in that he has always existed,
independent from anything he created. God is not a dependent being, but self-sufficient, self-existent.
"Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are
God." - Psalm 90:2 (NIVJ

2.

Despite Jehovah being one, He exists as a three-person

- The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The term "God" is attributed to each of these manifestations in the New Testament.
(Reference: I Corinthians &:6, John 1:1, 14, Acts 5:3-4)
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The concept of the

(a three-person manifestation of Jehovah) did not disturb the writers

of the New Testament.
"May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you
all." - II Corinthians 13: 14 (NIVJ

B.

His

--------

1.

The holiness of God serves as a

between Him and any other gods.

"Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: 'Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy." Leviticus 19:2 (NIVJ

UHoly, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty. the whole earth is full of his glory." - Isaiah 6:3 (NIVJ

2.

God's holiness is more than just His perfection or sinless purity; it is the essence of His "other-ness," His
tra nsce nde nee.
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"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,' declares the Lord. "As the_heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
- Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV)

3.

As children of God, created in His likeness, we are encouraged in scripture to be like Him in His holiness.
15

"As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he
16
who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy." - I Peter I: 14-16
(NIVJ

C.

His

_

"Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and
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knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love." - I John 4:7-8 (NIVJ

1.

Love comes nearer than any other characteristic to accurately describing the nature of God.

Demonstrations of God's Love:
1. The love of God is seen first in His sending
A.

to earth to save mankind.

''This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live
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through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins." - I John 4:9-10

B.

God's love is demonstrated in His repeated

-------- of our sins.

"(Hezekiah) In your love you kept me from the pit of destruction; you have put all my sins behind your back."
- Isaiah 38: 17 (NIV)
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2.

God's love for us -------- our love for Him.
"We love because He first loved us." - I John 4: 19 (NIV)

3.

God's love for us

us to love one another.

"Dear friends, since God so loves us, we also ought to love one another." - I John 4: 11 (NIV)

D. His
1.

___c.

God's love is rooted in His mercy.
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life." - John 3: 16

(Reference Ephesians 2:4-7}

2.

The correlation of God's love, grace, & mercy.
A. ________ is the basis of His

and God extends

(unmerited favor) because He is -------"This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins." - I
John 4:10 (NIV)

3.

God shows His mercy daily when He answers our repentant

_

"Let us then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help us in our time of need. " - Hebrews 4: 16 (NIV)
"The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance." - II Peter 3:9

"The Word (Jesus) became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth." - John 1: 14 (NIV)

E.

His

- Omnipotence

"(God speaking to Abraham) I am God Almighty." - Genesis 17: 1 b (NIV)

1.

The Hebrew term for "almighty" is EI-Shaddai meaning: The "

"; God will do what

He purposes to do, and is fully capable of overpowering all opposition.

2.

It was out of this limitless power that God was enabled to speak creation into existence.
"Jesus looked at them and said, 'With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."' - Matthew
19:26 (NIVJ
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F.

His

- Omniscience

"(The Apostle Paul) Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!" - Romans 11 :33 (NIV)

1.

God's knowledge and understanding has

_

"Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit." - Psalm 147:5 (NIV)

2.

There is no limit even to what He knows about

_

"You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 3 You discern my going out and my
lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 4 Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely." Psalm 139:2-4 (NIV)

Share: Does this verse come as good new or bad news to you? Why so?

G. God is
1.

- Omnipresence

Because God is-------~ He is capable of being everywhere.

"Am I only a God nearby," declares the Lord, "and not a God far away? 24Who can hide in secret places so that I
cannot see them?" declares the Lord. "Do not I fill heaven and earth?" declares the Lord." - Jeremiah 23:23-24 (NIV)

H.

His

1.

- Immutability

In the midst of an ever-changing world, the Lord remains

_

"In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.
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They

will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing you will change them and they
will be discarded.

2.

27

But you remain the same, and your years will never end." - Psalm 102:25-27 {NIV)

Because God is consistent, He can be

to fulfill all that He has promised to us.

"Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful." - Hebrews 10:23 {NIV)

God is unlimited by time because He is eternal, unlimited in power since He is omnipotent. His omniscience means
that He is unlimited in knowledge, and His omnipresence informs us that He is not limited by time and space. His
immutability assures us that He is trustworthy.

"For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no
partiality and accepts no bribes. - Deuteronomy 10: 17 (NIV)
6

