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THOMAS MERTON: A VISION FOR THE 
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY 

Thomas Merton is one of the greatest spiritual 
writers of all times. His vision for spirituality, 
social justice and the role of the Church in the 
world today provides a creative and energizing 
road map for us. This presentation will be an 
invitation to grow in your spiritual journey by 
experiencing the life and writings of this spiritual 
giant. 



 











BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

• 1915: January 31-born at Prades, France, son of Owen Merton and Ruth 
Jenkins 

• 1921: Ruth dies; 1931: Owen dies 
• 1932: Clare College, Cambridge; visited Itay; entered Cambridge in the fall, 

1933 
• 1935: Enters Columbia University 
• 1938: Baptized at Corpus Christi Church 
• 1940-41: Taught English at St. Bonaventure University 
• 1941: December 10-entered Gethsemane 
Three Periods: 
Monastic Period: 1941-1948 
Church Period: 1948-1960 
Global Period: 1960-1968 
1968-December 10: Died in Bangkok 
 



THEMES 

•  A PASSION FOR SOLITUDE 

•  ROOTED IN CONTEMPLATION 

•  EXPRESSED IN SOCIAL JUSTICE 

•  BECOMING YOUR TRUE SELF 



TTHEME ONE 

 

 

 

        A PASSION FOR SOLITUDE 

 

 























THEME TWO 

 

 

 

                 ROOTED IN CONTEMPLATION 

 



























THEME THREE 

 

 

 

             LEADING TO SOCIAL JUSTICE 



 

 

 

ON THE CORNER OF FOURTH AND WALNUT 



The Spiritual Writer of the 1950’s becomes the 
social critic of the 1960’s 



MERTON: A SYMBOL FOR TODAY’S 
CHRISTIAN 

• Since Vatican II we have been seeking to be open to 
other religious traditions without sacrificing our own 
identity 

• We are seeking to be involved and responsible for the 
social order without loosing our sense of detachment 

• Trying to remember tht real solutions come not from 
better programs but from transformed hearts 

• Merton is a symbol of a life wich embraced paradox, 
living with tension and constantly re-interpreting. 



“ I have never for a moment thought of changing 
the definitive decisions undertaken in the course of 
my life…To be a Christian, to be a monk, to be a 
priest has become final and irrevocable.” 
Merton indicated that the assumptions behind the 
decision had changed in many ways. Since his initial 
break with “the world”, he explained, he had 
learned “to look back into that world with greater 
compassion seeing those in it not as alien to myself, 
not as peculiar and deluded strangers but as 
identified with myself.” 



THEME FOUR 

 

 

 

               BECOMING YOUR TRUE SELF 

 









THE EXTERIOR SELF 

• Superficial self 
• Empirical self 
• Outward self 
• Shadow self 
• Smoke self 
• Contingent self 
• Imaginary self 
• Private self 
• Illusory self 
• False self 
• Petty self 



THE TRUE SELF 

• Inner Self 

• Hidden self 

• Creative, mysterious inner self 

• Inmost self 

• Real self 

• Deepest, Most Hidden Self 








