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The Rectory
March 2018

Dear Friends

Have you ever run out of steam? Have you ever thought enough is
enough?

Sometimes in life we may feel run down for one reason or another. It
could be through ill health or simply we don’t have the energy to cope
or strength to see something through. Perhaps at times like that we
may yearn for a bit of peace, we may long for the good times to return.
From this emptiness that we sometimes feel, how do we find joy and
blessing from God?

Well, here we are travelling through Lent towards Easter. We are
currently walking with Jesus the hard path that he trod, which led to the
agony of the cross. During Lent we have the opportunity to be honest
with ourselves. To do a little bit of self-examination and bring all the
baggage that we carry to the foot of the cross. On the run up to Easter
there are opportunities in our churches to come along a spend time with
God asking for his guidance in our lives as we assess where we are on
the journey we are making.

Once we have done this we will find ourselves refreshed and renewed.
Easter Day is symbolic of that refreshment. It is a fresh start in our
lives, a time when we can forget all that has gone before and move
forward in our faith as a disciple of the risen Christ.

Christianity, of course, isn’t a sure guarantee that you won’t have low
times again in your life... because believe me you will. But with Jesus
on the journey with you we find that we are better equipped to deal
with the lows, the emptiness that sometimes fills our hearts.

Jesus is always calling people to join him and so if you would like to
know more about the Christian faith please do get in touch. We have a
Confirmation service coming up at the end of April and I would love to
welcome you to the fellowship of faith that we all belong.

Easter Blessings
Rev Terry



BENEFICE NEWS

BENEFICE PROJECTS
GRAVE TALK

We held our first Grave Talk discussion in the Community
Room at Loggerheads Fire Station on Monday 8th January,
very kindly sponsored by JR Williams, Funeral Directors.
This was an opportunity for people to talk about death. That
may sound rather gloomy but with the prompting from pre-
printed questions, we were able to explore what we
understand about death and what a ‘good death’ looks like.
We will be holding another event later in the year, so look
out for dates in the next issue.

P ﬂ’Stpr ﬂrl c’ Are Our Pastoral Care Ministry Team

is in place, with members from

144 each church in the benefice
Mlﬂ"”t making up the group. Whilst

Tg ﬂ,m acknowledging there is already a
lot of pastoral care going on in
the area, especially with groups
such as the Befrienders and
coffee mornings, our new group
is Rector led, and it is intended to
run in tandem with and be
complementary to the existing
groups. If you would like a

pastoral visit or home communion, please contact the Rector
in the first instance on 01630 672210 or email
rector@ambc.info




RE-CHARGE SERVICES
at LOGGERHEAD’S FIRE STATION

. Sunday 11th February, 3 pm
. Sunday 11th March, 3 pm
. Sunday 8th April, 3 pm

The Benefice of
Ashley, Mucklestone, Broughton & Croxton

If you would like to speak to the Rector about a Baptism or Wedding or
For any other Pastoral reason please come along to an OPEN DOOR SESSION.

Open Door takes place at the Fire Station, Loggerheads

1st and 3rd Mondays, 6 pm until 7 pm
This is a drop-in session 50 no apbointment is needed.

If you would like a confidential conversation and prefer to meet at a different time and venue
then please call The Rectory on 01630 672210 or email revdtezza@gmail.com

The Rector: Revd Terry Williams The Rectory, Charnes Road, Ashley, TF9 4LQ

Please help people in crisis by donating items in the
boxes in Church. These will be going to support
Sanctus Refugee Project. All unperishable items such as
sugar, tinned goods, UHT milk, pasta, rice, toiletries,
disposable nappies, etc are welcome.
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LOGGERHEA
EASTER SERV

Heare

13th February: SHROVE QUIET DAY

St Mary’s Mucklestone

This is a day set aside for you to get ready for Lent. There will be
stations set up in church for you to meditate and pray. The Church is
open all day and you are welcome to come and go as you please. There
will be a silent Holy Communion at 4.00 pm.

14th February: IMPOSITION OF ASHES
7.30 pm St Paul’s Croxton

A traditional service where Ashes are symbolically placed on your
forehead. A service where we start the period of Lent remembering our
mortality.

COMPLINE AND COCOA

19th February—St Peter’s Broughton

26th February—St Paul’s Croxton

5th March—Loggerhead’s Fire Station

12th March—St Mary’s Mucklestone

19th March—St John’s Ashley

The ancient office of Compline gets its name from a Latin word
meaning ‘completion’ (completorium). It is above all a service of
quietness and reflection before rest at the end of the day.

There will be prayers and a reflection each Monday night followed
by Cocoa then we retire home to bed! A lovely peaceful service

ECUMENICAL LENT COURSE

“On the Third Day”

At Barbara Dent’s house, Robin Hill, Pinewood Rd, Ashley. Each
Thursday in Lent at 2pm, starting 22nd February.

And various locations around Croxton/Broughton on a Wednesday —
7.30pm, starting 21st February. See page 10 for dates and venues.



DS BENEFICE
TICES/EVENTS

29th March: MAUNDY THURSDAY
7.30 pm St Mary’s Mucklestone

Join us as we remember the events of the last supper — everyone is
welcome to join us

30th March: GOOD FRIDAY

Spend some time today reflecting on the cross of Christ. There are

various services around the benefice.

« 7.00 pm St Peter’s Broughton: dramatized reading of St
John’s Passion narrative

« 7.30 pm Ashley Roman Catholic Church followed by
walk of Witness to St John’s Ashley for 8pm

31st March: EASTER VIGIL - A SERVICE OF LIGHT
7.00 pm St Paul’s Croxton

If you haven’t experienced the service of light before, I would like to
encourage you to join us at St. Pauls Church, Croxton

This service is sometimes referred to as the Easter vigil where we
move from the darkness of Good Friday to the Light of Easter Day.
It’s a service of celebration with candles, bells and singing. The
Paschal candles for the group will be blessed and distributed.

1st April: SON-RISE SERVICE ON EASTER DAY

Join us at 6.30 am for a short celebration in the garden at The Rudge.
Followed by bacon butties.

1st April: Easter Day

9.30 am—St John’s Ashley, Parish Communion

11 am—St Peter’s Broughton, Easter Day Holy Communion

11 am—St Paul’s Croxton, Easter Day Holy Communion

11 am—Croxton Independent Methodists, Easter Day Holy
Communion

11.15 am—St Mary’s Mucklestone, Easter Day Holy Communion
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Croxton Parish - St Paul’s Church

Warden: Mrs Beryl Roe, Rowley House Farm, Croxton,
01630 620248

Songs of Praise

First Sunday in the month 11 am
Themes: March—Temptations
May—May blossoms

Share your contributions: readings, thoughts, memories on
the themes and enjoy tea or coffee after the service.
All welcome.

From the registers:
Burial: 5th February, Thomas William Oldbury

$

SERVICES/EVENTS

. 31st March: 7.00 pm Easter Eve service
of Light

. 1Ist April: 11.00 am Easter Sunday
Communion

. FRIDAY COFFEE MORNINGS:
10.00-12.00 pm
March 30th
April 27th
May 25th




ALL OUR YESTERDAYS 2018

After the success of the event last year, St Paul’s will be holding
an extended exhibition this year — yes, three days, Saturday 26th
to Monday 28th May. So many people brought so many
wonderful items, we are asking you to help us again.

This year we are commemorating the ending of the Great War, so
we are asking you to lend us items from the period 1910 to 1920;
Militaria, household items and ephemera such as newspapers,
posters, letters, etc.

The Local Studies material was so popular, we will be having a
special section this year — not just from the WW1 period, all
items are welcome.

Please contact Viv Watkins on 01630 620694 or at
croxton8@vivwatkins.plus.com for more details or to book in
your loans.

We will be at the Church to receive your items on the afternoon
of Friday 25th May and they will be ready for collection on
Tuesday 29th. Please do not bring items unless they have been
booked in with Viv.

St Paul’s Church Croxton is open for worship every Sunday
(sometimes sharing services with the Methodist Chapel)
to which everyone is warmly welcomed.

We have a versatile building, with toilet and kitchen facilities which is put to
good use on the LAST FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH
when we hold COFFEE MORNINGS 10am-12noon
We would love to find other ways of serving our
community during the week.

However, we don’t know what else the Community needs!
Please contact us with your suggestions of what is needed,
or what you would like to see the Church provide here in Croxton.
Beryl Roe 01630 620248 or Denise Keen 07761446753
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Croxton Independent Methodist Church
Secretary: Mr John Day—01630 620671
Times of services 11 am.

United Prayer Meetings

Please note the date for our United Prayer
Meetings has changed from Wednesday to
Thursday and commence at 4 pm.

March 29th at St Paul’s Croxton
April 26th at Methodist Chapel,
Croxton

May 31st at St Peter’s Broughton

‘ON THE THIRD DAY’
On the Resurrection then and now
Held on Wednesday at 7.30 pm

February 21st at the home of Jean Beasley, Pool Cottage, Copmere
February 28th at the home of Shirley Thomas, Mucklestone

March 7th at the home of Stella Day, Old Police House, Croxton
March 14th—to be advised

March 21st at the home of Judy Thompstone, Bromley Hall,
Wetwood




Contractors / Industrial / Domestic &,
Commercial / Agricultural Jst
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ELECTRICAL & BUILDING
SERVICES LIMITED

e NICEIC Registered Approved Contractor e New Installations & Rewires <
- Additional Sockets, Lights, Showers = Inspection & Testing = Project Management
o Fire Alarms & Emergency Lighting < Electrical Lighting Designs
» CCTV & Burglar Alarms ¢ 3 Phase Installations

September Cottage |l Bowers Bent | Standon I Stafferdshire | ST21/656

Tel: 01782 791 655 Email: enguiries@pegasushs.co:uk www.pegasushs.co.uk

CROXTON & BROUGHTON GARDEN GUILD

Meetings are held in Broughton Parish Room at 8 pm on the
fourth Wednesday of the month. New members are most
welcome, as are visitors [£2 charge]. For details contact
Programme Secretary: Mrs Judy Thompstone, 01630620225

o  28th March: DANNY WELLS on ‘Joseph Paxton’

o  25th April: ANDY HOLT ‘Kingfishers at Shugborough

o  23rd May: BARRY SMITH °‘Dahlias/choosing SAGG
photo competition entries.

16/17th June—Eccleshall Open Gardens
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Broughton Parish: St Peter’s Church

www.broughtonchurch.com

Wardens: ~ Mr James Butter, Rudge Manor, Ashley. 01630 620479
Mrs Louise Butter—as above
PCC Secretary: ~ Mrs Judith Thompstone, Bromley Hall, Wetwood.
01630 620225

Times of Services [see back page]

From the Registers:

FUNERALS & BURIALS:

26th Jan: Mr Harry Palin

8th Feb: Mr Arthur Harvey [burial]

16th Feb: Mr Edward Timmis of Bromley Mill

21st Feb: Mr David William Johnson of Parkfields Farm, Buerton

'EASTER SERVICES AT BROUGHTON I
I« 7.00 pm, 30th March, Good Friday—a dramatized I
I : , . . I
| reading of St John’s passion narrative. I
I« 6.30 am, 1st April, Easter Morning Son-Rise Service |
+ 11.00 am, 1st April Easter Holy Communion Service :

|

CHURCH ORGAN

The organ at St Peter’s Broughton, after many years of faithful service,
and surviving the great woodworm infestation of 2016, has now sadly
reached the point of being beyond repair. The Church Wardens, along
with PCC members, are exploring several options to ensure our
services continue to be accompanied by music of the highest standard.
As you may appreciate quality comes at a cost, so if you would like to
make a contribution to the organ fund at St Peter’s, please contact the
church wardens.

THANK YOU
The congregation at St Peter’s would like to thank the kind generosity
of Mr William Friend of Mucklestone Nurseries for donating the
superb Christmas tree and also Mr & Mrs Colin Stokes for decorating
the tree so beautifully. Many thanks for your continuing support.
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CHRISTMAS CAROL SINGING

As 2017 came to an end the choir of Broughton Church went around
the village spreading Christmas cheer. My father, James Butter, also
organised a New Year’s Day Walk which was well attended. This year
we decided to raise money for the Ashley & Loggerheads Community
First Responders and Eccleshall Community First Responders.

All together we raised £670 for the Community First Responders,
which includes the collection from our special service in which
members of both Community Responders attended and were presented
with cheques. Thank you to everyone who donated to such a worthy
cause and welcomed the choir into their homes. At this moment the
world we live in seems to be slowly taking a step back, however
goodness still surrounds us, as you have all shown. My grandfather
once read out the Desiderata by Max Ehrmann and I would like to
share a short passage from this wonderful piece of work-

“With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful
world. Be cheerful. Strive to be happy.”

From myself and all at Broughton church we wish you and your family
good health and happiness through the year ahead.
Ellen Butter

BROUGHTON WI

Meetings are held in Broughton Parish Room at 7.30 pm on
the second Thursday of the month.
o  8th March—Annual Meeting. Talking Newspaper for
the Blind—SHEILA WETTLE.
. 12 April—Diabetes—ALICIA ASPLEY
Competition: Make a sugar free cake.
o  10th May—Resolutions and Social Time.

New members are most welcome.

Contact: The President, Diane James 01630 673391 or The
Secretary, Lesley Archibald, 01785 850997
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WI Report — Nov. 2017 — Jan. 2018

November saw a second visit from results, which again can be seen

Steve of Perrys Butchers,
Eccleshall. After teaching us how
to make sausages last April, this
time he revealed ‘The Art of Pork
Pie Making,” when once again
members went hands-on to create
and take home their own pork
pies. See photos on the website
www.broughtonwomensinstitute.

weebly.com

At the Christmas Party in
December entertainment by
Peter Wilshaw and Martin
Jones, whose combined 4
talent of singing and playing

a variety of musical
instruments always goes
down a storm, got the festive
season off to a good start.
Also earlier in the day
several members had been
busy at a wreath-making
workshop with impressive

on the website.

In January the customary ‘raffle of
Christmas excess’ was held, after
a presentation by Ros Langford on
this year’s proposed Resolutions
to help members decide which one
to vote for. Voting slips were
collected and subsequently sent
off to the Staffordshire Federation
and we will learn in due
course which one/s have
been selected nationally to
go forward to the AGM in
the summer.

The February 97
Birthday meeting
promises a theatrical

— 4 extravaganza which will
no doubt receive special
coverage elsewhere in this
issue!

Judy Thompstone
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Recharge is a meeting for just over an hour whéie pedple can hang out '
together and develop new friendships whilst exploring their
spirituality in a safe environment, All are welcome.

There will be a focus on good coffee (and cake!) and great conversations
together with live contemporary Christian worship music, a short talk and video
clips etc. Come and join us and let's see what evolves. Children are welcome.

@ 4 www;éﬂ;tbc.info t«. \“_073761§_ ,67 The Lo.ggefr%;.ds Benefice
e: admih@réchafgeme.co.uk :

BB’S Florists

11a High Street, Eccleshall

01785 851734 / 851855
Local, National & International delivery service
Bouquets & arrangements made with style
& imagination
Funeral & wedding flowers

Wide selection of vases, soft toys,
and giftware

Qualified & helpful staff Est. 1996
www.flowersbybb.com
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The Loggerheads Benefice presents...

Join us at St Johns Chapter House in
Ashley

Saturday 7t April

at7 pm

Can you solve the murder?

A cast of players will entertain you as you try to solve
the murder. There will be refreshments and a buffet
style dinner to enjoy as well as games and a short quiz.
An action-packed night is promised!

Tickets cost £9.99 per adult
Or £4.99 per child
Tickets available from Terry or Karen Williams
01630 672210

e © e o o o o ¢ o ° o o o o
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John Slater

“Jodiwell”

Church Lane

Croxton

Staffordshire &
ST21 6PG m

Tel / Fax...01630 620384
Mobile.....07941268653
Email ..Jobn_T_Slater@hotmail.com

-

»  Domestic Natural Gas, LPG & Oil
» Boilers, Fires, Cookers, Water Heaters
Service, Repair & Installation
* Landlords Certificates / Safety Checks (Rt
» Central Heating Repairs T———
C6957 206908

) JOHN REEVES [Miiivaas

WASTE MANAGEMENT v Call FREE Today

The Number 1 Name In The Number 2 Business

* Septic Tank Emptying * Drains Cleared & Unblocked
* Treatment Plants, Servicing * Pumps & Grease Traps

You can be sure of licensed legal disposal, using our Company. Many firms offer
licensed waste carrying, but are still disposing of the waste illegally. We issue a
Duty of Care Waste Transfer Note for every collection and our commitment to the
Environment remains paramount.

A family firm established since 1968

FREEPHONE 0800 3587 455

New Inn Bank, Stafford, ST21 6HD




LIVE & LOCAL CONCERT

‘The Wind in the Willows: a Folk
Opera’ performed by GreenMatthews

Friday, 2nd March, 7.30 pm at Broughton Parish Room,
Wetwood (ST21 6NW, on B5026 between Eccleshall and
Loggerheads)

This is a brand new musical adaptation of Kenneth Grahame’s
well-loved classic by Chris Green, who, together with Sophie
Matthews and their special guests, Vicki Swan and Jonny Dyer,
use music and song to bring this timeless tale to life. Both duos
are familiar and popular performers at Live & Local venues and
are teaming up for the first time for this production.

Join Ratty, Mole, Badger and the irrepressible Mr Toad as they
embark on various adventures — on the river, on the road and in
the dark and dangerous Wild Wood. Using traditional English
folk melodies set to new lyrics, the four musicians paint a vivid
picture of Grahame’s world — from the humble comfort of Mole
End to the grandeur of Toad Hall.

The concert is being staged once again in aid of Broughton
Tennis Club and is suitable for adults and children aged 11+.
Tickets, priced at £10 for adults and £7 for under-16s, are
available from Judy Thompstone (01630 620225) or Louise
Butter (01630 620479). There will be a bar selling wine and
beer, and tea and coffee will also be available.

If you have enjoyed Live & Local’s professional shows before,
we hope you will come again and bring your friends, and
newcomers, please come along for what promises to be a great
evening’s entertainment.
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ORDINATION

THE ORDINANDS HAVE THEY HAVE PREPAREPD THEeY HAVE RECEIVED
To(LED AT THEIR BOOKS THEIR RECENTLY PURCHASED A BLESSING FRom
FoR MANY YEARS VESTMENTS THE BISHeop

”‘% A o e

MOW, AT LAST, THEY ARE FULLY QUALIFIED To SERVE THE CHURCH

CartoonChurch.com

Broughton Tennis Club

Weather permitting, it is hoped to be able to open the two grass tennis courts at
Wetwood (behind Broughton Parish Room, ST21 6NW, on the B5026
Eccleshall to Loggerheads road) as early as possible in May.

The subscriptions for the 2018 Season, unchanged from last year, are as
follows, and members can then go along and play whenever they wish:

Adults: £20 . An
Juniors (under 16): £10 »}S

Family ticket: £40 K9 yoﬂe 5
Visitors: £5 =
For more information, please contact Judy

Thompstone (01630 620225) or Louise Butter
(01630 620479).
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A Pilgrimage to
the Holy Land

25 February - 4 March 2019
With the Revd Terry Williams

Eight days based in Jerusalem & Galilee departing from Manchester

On 25th February 2019 Revd Terry Williams 1s
leading an eight day guided pilgrimage to the
Holy Land.

The visit will take in the major sites in
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Galilee, Nazareth and
Caesarea. If you would like to join us, please
contact Revd Williams direct, and he will send
you a booking form.
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MY FAVOURITE HYMN—chosen by MARGARET BOSTOCK
‘Be thou my vision’ is a hymn sung and heard over many years. The
lovely words become more meaningful as times passes.

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;

Be all else but naught to me, save that Thou art;
Be Thou my best thought in the day and the night,
Both waking and sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
Be Thou ever with me, and I with Thee, Lord,;
Be Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son;
Be Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Be Thou my Breastplate, my Sword for the fight;

Be Thou my whole Armor, be Thou my true Might;

Be Thou my soul’s Shelter, be Thou my strong Tow’r,
O raise Thou me heav’nward, great Pow’r of my pow’r.

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise;

Be Thou mine inheritance, now and always;
Be Thou and Thou only the first in my heart,
O high King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, Thou heaven's bright Sun,
O grant me its joys, after vict'ry is won;

Great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be Thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

Alternative English version by Eleanor Hull [1912]

The original texts of the now-called "Be Thou My Vision" are in Old
Irish similar still in style to Modern Irish. The hymn has been
translated into Modern Irish many times. The most popular is that by
Aodh O Dugain of Gaoth Dobhair, County Donegal. Two verses of his
translation were recorded by his granddaughter Moya Brennan — the
first time any part of his text has been publicly recorded. Since then,
those two verses have been recorded by many artists including Roma
Downey and Aoife and Iona. These verses are very close translations
to the first two of the Old Irish text.
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BROUGHTON WI celebrated its 97th birthday in style by putting on
their very own version of MAMMA MWIA and brought a little
Mediterranean warmth to a chilly February day in Wetwood—for a full
report and more photographs check out the WI's website:
www.broughtonwomensinstitute.weebly.com
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THE GREAT WAR
REMEMBERED

In our continuing series commemorating the men honoured
on the war memorials at Broughton and Croxton, in this
issue of ABC we remember George Barlow, who is
commemorated on Croxton’s war memorial.

George Vernon BARLOW

Place and Date of Birth:
Vb

13/08/1889

Place of Residence: Offley Hay
from 1902

Parents: William Barlow (Born
1862 in Tibberton) and Maria
Barlow (nee Stacey, born 1862
in Shebdon)

Rank: Private

Regiment:1st Bn Canadian
Machine Gun Corps

Service number: 25085
Location of Enlistment: 1914
Age: 29

Date of death: 28/09/1918
Commemorated at: Bucquoy
Road Cemetery Ficheux (south
of Arras)

Family History:

Husband of Edith Smith
(formerly Barlow) of 49 Facer
St. St Catherines Ontario

Siblings

Lucy 1885

William 1887

George 1889

John Samuel 1891

Francis 1895

Alice born and died in 1897
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Bucquoy Road Cemetery
Ficheux (south of Arras)

Military History

George attested on 22nd September 1914, his papers state that next of
kin was Edith Starkey wife born 1890, his trade was Iron worker (he
went to Canada to work on the railways) He was of dark complexion
dark blue eyes and dark hair, he was 5ft Sinches tall and his chest
measurements 36 to 39inches expanded. He joined the Canadian
Machine Gun Corps which was a Kilted Regiment (see photo) their
base depot was at Crowborough East Sussex. On January 1st 1916 the
Brigade Machine Gun Corps were finally mobilized the 1st Brigade
near Mont des Cats and the 2nd near Ploegsteert and the 3rd near
Meteren. The companies comprised 10 Officers and 161 other ranks.
Initially Colt machine guns were used but shortages of guns was rife
during the transition as introduction of Lewis guns to the Infantry
Battalions were very slow.

The First Canadian Brigade was under General Henry Horne (First
Army) part of XX11 corps (Godley) . 1st Canadian Brigade made up
of : 1st Bn. Canadian Infantry (Western Ontario); 2nd Bn. (Eastern
Ontario); 3rd Bn. (Toronto) ; 4th Bn. (Central Ontario)

The First Canadian Machine Gun Company was attached to the 2nd
Canadian Division 1st Canadian Trench Mortar Battery

George Barlow died of head wounds at the 33rd Casualty Clearing
Station at Boisleux-au-Mont it used Bucquoy Road Cemetery Ficheux
during September and October 1918 as part of The Battle of the
Hindenburg Line The Canadian participation in The Battle of Canal
du Nord is commemorated at the Canadian Bourlon Wood Memorial.
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- food : crafts : stories : free

all ages : fun

Hosted by the Loggerheads Benefice
Hugo Meynell Primary School, Loggerheads

4.00 - 6.00 pm

Every last Saturday of the month

Tel: 07512 857942

email: beneficeyoungpeople@gmail.com
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The Star Inn

- ﬂ 8 Traditional Country Pub
"Ill = with arelazed and
™ friendts atmosphere
4 Awpri winning

Cask. Ales

Large Range of ciders
and A wine list to
complement our

ﬂe.ﬁity home cooked food

|".1"'.I-|3['1

e EE_

Copmere End, Ecleshall, Staffs ST LEW 0TS £R02T1
Wi thestar-inn-eccleshall co.mk
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Fencing, Gates & Landscaping Products

Decking Sleepers Fence Panels
We supply a broad selection of decking We supply a selection of sawn timber We manufacture and supply a huge
for all your landscaping needs sleepers and economy sleepers range of timber fence panels
T — T — T —

Phone 01785 284477 Address  EFC Fencing
Email  sales@efcfencing.com The Estate Yard, Lawnhead

Website  www.efcfencing.com Staffordshire, ST20 0JQ
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J.R.WILLIAMS FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Family Funeral Directors Since 1978

Smithfield Road, Market Dravton, Shropshire. TFO 1TEW
Telephone: 01630 654490 Email: info@jrwilliamsfunerals.com

www.jrwilliamsfunerals.com

PSALM 146—New International Reader’s Version

! Praise the LORD.
I will praise the Lorp.
I will praise the LorD all my life.

I will sing praise to my God as long
as I live.
*Don’t put your trust in human
leaders.

Don’t trust in people who can’t
save you.
* When they die, they return to the
ground.

On that day their plans come to
nothing.
3 Blessed are those who depend on the
God of Jacob for help.

Blessed are those who put their
hope in the LorD their God.
8 He is the Maker of heaven and earth
and the ocean.

He made everything in them.

He remains faithful forever.

" He stands up for those who are
treated badly.

He gives food to hungry people.
The LORD sets prisoners free.

The Lorb gives sight to those

who are blind.
The Lorp lifts up those who feel
helpless.

The LorD loves those who do what
is right.
® The LorD watches over the
outsiders who live in our land.

He takes good care of children
whose fathers have died.

He also takes good care of widows.
But he causes evil people to fail

in everything they do.
" The Lorp rules forever.

The God of Zion will rule for all
time to come.
Praise the LoRD.
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www.botanyplants.co.uk

3,000 different trees, shrubs, & perennials. Find us in RHS

plantfinder as MMuc and SEND Open Wed-Fri all year, Sat:

-April-Sept), Mon/Tues- by apmt.only (P.J. 07951 203877),
Closed Sundays

Mucklestone Woodland Spring Walk
1st Saturday after Easter from 1 pm—7th Apr 2018

Christmas Trees available end Nov/1st 2 weeks Dec -
cut to order, any size, local delivery.

Mucklestone Business Centre
Can we help you work closer to home? A range of small offices,
garages, stores and workshops are still available —also daily and annual
fishing permits. Illustrated Talks in Staffs/Shrops/Ches and Gardens
Tours for local Clubs and Societies

William and Louise Friend,

Market Drayton, Shropshire. - Tel: 01630 674284 - Janet m.07929 178751
Off the B5026, Eccleshall Rd., between Loggerheads (A53) & Woore (A51)-
for Nurseries use Rock Lane -signed opposite the old schoolhouse. TF9 4F A,

for Bus. Centre use Cemetery Lane opposite the Church .TF9 4FB

E:- info@botanyplants.co.uk, M: 07714241668(/7) East Northdown Farm,

Margate, Kent. CT9 3TS 01843 862060
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Courtyard Coffee

A wide selection of Coffee Beans,

Leaf Tea, Hot Chocolate
and Eating Chocolate

Open Fridays and 5aturdays from 10am

14 High Street, Eccleshall 5T21 6BF | ke
(Through the archway beside
The Artizan Coffee Shop)

Gr aham Wlther S & CO Incorporating
Warren Upton & Garside

Family solicitors
46 Cheshire Street
Market Drayton

Shropshire
TF9 1PQ

Tel: 01630 657 222
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BrooRHouse

Bed & Breakfast Wellbeing

Bed & Breakfast
&
Well-being Therapy
Offley Brook, Nr.Eccleshall, Staffs ST21 6HA
T: 01785 280569 www.offleybrookhouse.co.uk

e 400 year old ex coaching Inn e Two guest lounges

¢ Luxury rooms and bedding ¢ Excellent home cooked food

e TV and hot drinks in room e Home baked bread (Offley Brook

¢ Free Wi-Fi throughout watermill flour)

e Beautiful therapy room and e Peaceful riverside / woodland
range of well-being and beauty location in Offley Brook
therapies Conservation area

e 20 minutes from J14&15 M6

A Very Warm Welcome from lan & Victoria

PASTORAL VISITING

AN A To Z
AWKWARD BUZ2ER. CAT/DOG HAIR. DEBRIS. EARPHONES. FIRE EX|TS. GoobD
_SILENCE. MIGHT APPROPRIATE CHECK TAKE KNow WHERE LISTENER.

SoFA ovuT THEY ARE TRY To BE ONE

ANTICIPATE NoOT WoRK CLOTHING REQUIRED

HOUSE NUMBER.

ZIMMER
= . &~ MEMORISE
LEAVE WHERE
IT IS INSIGHTS.
OFFER SOME
TERDAY.
LESTER DAY ” Tesvs.
PONT ALREAE «— TMENTION IF
A DAY LATE @ i} PoSSIBLE
XYLOPHONE. = KIDS/FAmILY?
<« WAYTo

DoNT STEP oN
BREAK THE ICE

KIDS' Toys
Z Loo. TRY
w;;;ZAZiR'/) | NoT To NEED
MINCE PIE.

COMMENT
ACCEPT

d \ )
VALUABLES.

TRY NoT To @& " S \ NAMES.
BREAK ANY lA'|’/‘ Ptreny N

THEM

UPSTAIRS.

- OVERSTAYING
DONT GO =

WELcomE.

T AvolD
TEA. LEARN To DRINK SHOES. RADIO/TV.  QUEASINESS.  PRAYER BOOK.
THE COFFEE OFFER To CoPE IF STick To ONE T TAKE (T
YOU'RE GIVEN REMOVE LEFT ON SLICE OF CAKE WITH YOU

Cartoonchurch.com
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1A !
fendng

We undertake work for a range of clients from domestic
garden fencing to large scale commercial projects.
Our services include: Panels, Feather Edge, Hit and Miss,
Gates, Chain Link, Steel Palisade, Barbwire, Razorbarb,
Post and Rail, Field Gates.

We also provide landscaping such as: Block Paving,
Slabbing, Sleeper Work, and Gravel Drives.

You'll be nuts not to try us ....

T: 01630 620513 M: 07542 340 574
E: squirrelfencing@gmail.com
www.squirrelfencing.co.uk

MOTORCYCLES

Unit 4 | Talbot Way | Adderley Road Industrial Estate
Market Drayton | Shropshire | TF9 3SJ

A | L4

Check out the new website
www.ttmotorcycles.co.uk

> Repairs 4 > PartsSer\(ice N
» Servicing . P Motorcycles Bought |
» MOT Preparation -+ =.& Sold

Telephone: 01630 478020

Email: salesf@ttmotorcycles.co.uk » Web: ttmotorcycles.co.uk
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WETWOOD EXCHANGE AREA

BROADBAND UPDATE

My previous articles in ABC
magazine described progress in the
availability of fibre broadband in the
central area of Croxton. Progress was
limited to properties connected to the
green cabinet which was installed by
St Paul’s church wall in 2016 and
went live in January 2017. Several of
these articles included the
information that “there are currently
no firm plans to extend fibre
availability within the Wetwood
exchange area”

The situation has recently
progressed significantly! A new
green cabinet has been installed on
the North side of Lodge Lane just
outside the entrance into the
Wetwood Exchange compound. This
cabinet is designated Wetwood 2 and
it went live on 5" January. Soon
afterwards Superfast Staffordshire
announced that it had gone live by
affixing their coloured poster onto the
front of the cabinet and delivering
leaflets to the 59 properties served by
this cabinet. News of this new cabinet
was also posted on FaceBook and
Twitter.

These 59 premises can now order a
fibre service by contacting their
service provider. These premises
include the properties by the Parish
Rooms, all properties down the
length of Fairoak Bank (but
excluding the Freemasons Arms)
and along Lodge Lane as far as
Greatwood Farm and also the

properties at the windmill and in
Woodwall Green.”

The keen-eyed may also have noticed
yet another green cabinet which has
been installed on the side of Langot
Lane opposite the Freemason’s Arms.
This is designated Wetwood 4 and is
forecast to be commissioned by
Easter. Superfast Staffordshire have
not yet received information on which
properties will be able to be
connected to fibre broadband via this
cabinet (Openreach only supply the
information just before
commissioning the cabinet). Once it
goes live, Superfast Staffordshire will
affix their coloured poster to the front
of the cabinet and deliver leaflets to
the properties to which it is
connected.

In recent weeks ‘Telent’ (an
Openreach subcontractor) personnel
have been installing fibre cables both
underground and overhead at the top
end of Fairoak Bank, down the B5026
from the junction with Fairoak Bank
to the area around the Vernon Yonge
and on up the hill towards St Paul’s
church. This is a new type of cable
and is indistinguishable from a black
plastic insulated copper cable
approximately Smm diameter, except
that it has a yellow line printed along
it, together with its Openreach
designation . Existing poles which
now carry this type of cable have a
small yellow plastic warning label

Cont’d ... page 36
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STOVE GLASS
BROKEN?
Replacement glass cut to
size, same day

SGR Ltd, Garden Street,

Broughton
Parish Room
Available

Newcastle-u-Lyme, ST5 1IBW 1
01782 614693 for I_.Ilre
, Meetings,
Open Mon to Fri — closed .
daily 1230 to 1330 Parties etc.
e: info@sgrltd.co.uk BOOklng Secretary
Web: stoveglassreplacement.co.uk Mprs C Palmer
Schott/Robax approved 01630 620314
Buildi . Cotes Heath & Standon
uitding Services Baby and Toddler Group
Brick Garages N _
. . Come and join us for a friendly chat
Chlmney re-builds and a coffee [or two]. Juice and
Pointin g Toast for the toddlers
Extensions Wge3noleet Of-llfg,\%%dn%d?y
.y .30 am till 3.00 pm a
Roof re-tiling Cotes Heath and Standon
BI"iCkWOI"k Village Hall
Roo f Repa 1rs Lots of ride on toys and
play house
GeoffShanahan, LCGI For more information please

01630 620321

contact Jan Barker
Tel: 01782 791196




DO YOU SHOP ON-LINE?

Did you know that whenever you buy anything on-line—from your
weekly shop to your annual holiday—you could be collecting free
donations to help with our mission and outreach in the Loggerheads
Benefice. here are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to donate,
including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, the trainline and Sainsbury’s—it

doesn’t cost you a penny extra!

It’saseasyas1,2,3 ...

1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
theloggerheadsbenefice/ and join for free.

2.

Every time you shop on-line, go to easyfundraising first to find the

site you want and start shopping.

3.

After you’ve checked out, that retailer will donate to your good

cause for no extra cost whatsoever!
There are no catches or hidden charges and the local churches will be
grateful for your donations. Thank you for your support.

nailed onto them reading “CAUTION
OVERHEAD FIBRE” in black
capitals.

I have very recently learnt that in
some 30+ of these new locations the
nearby premises will be connected
directly by fibre cable to a box near
the top of the nearest pole and will
therefore be connected by fibre from
the home to the fibre network. I
gather that Openreach have virtually
finished installing new cabinets (and
thereby enabling FTTC — Fibre To
The Cabinet — where the property is
connected by the existing copper
wires to the cabinet) and are
increasingly installing only FTTP —
Fibre To The Premises — such as
described above. FTTP is capable of
providing broadband speeds of up to
330Mbps download / 30 Mbps
upload. The massive advantage of
FTTP is that the connection speed is
not affected by distance, unlike

FTTC, where the available broadband
speed decreases as the length of
copper from the property to the
cabinet increases.

BT Line Checker

For a ‘provisional check’ of your
currently available broadband
services, enter your telephone
number at: http:/
www.dslchecker.bt.com/adsl/
adslchecker.welcome

If the resulting report indicates that
higher speeds than your current
service are available, then you can
request an ISP to confirm what they
could provide.

If you would like to clarify or
amplify any of this information,
please contact me either by email at
daviespetermj@gmail.com or by
phoning me on (01630) 620202.

Peter Davies
14" February 2018
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Pins Kitchen
The Robin Hood

Lower Road, Ashley,
Market Drayton Shropshire

Authentic Thai Cuisine in
a Traditional English Pub

Opening evenings:
Wednesday to Saturday from
Tpm
Bookings for other evenings
are available with a minimum
of 12 people

Reservations
Tel: 01630 672 237

Scrap Removed
Cars to caravans

Logs
Hard Wood Logs
for sale

George Dyke
& Daughters

01782 796 395

www.hattonwoodfuel.co.uk

‘TALKING OF CLEAN SWEEPS, WE'D BETTER CALL IAN....

Woodburners . Multi-fuel stoves

Open Fires . AGA/Rayburn

Ian the Sweep
S 01630 647457

PROFESSIONAL, LOCAL CHIMNEY SWEEP

L

E

1% W
4

-
-— L
S ICE

-y
< ||

Whitebridge House,

Whitebridge Estate,

Stone, Staffordshire
ST15 8LQ

We are Worcester-Bosch accred-

ited installers that can offer up to

10 year manufacturers guarantee
on certain boilers.

GasSafe and OFTEC registered

Telephone 01630

620222 or e-mail

info(@gas-service-
Itd.co.uk

%VORCESTER
Bosch Group
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Hill & Swift
Ford Dealers

Meaford Garage
Stone

Tel 01785 813 332
&
814 622

For your new Ford & Quality
Used Vehicles
Service Sales

MOT Centre  Rent-a-Car

Croxton
Service
Station

01630 620226

Country Clothing
Post Office

General Hardware
(Gas — Paraffin — Coal)

ARK 'Del

Handmade Soaps, Candles ‘J\\}Bath Products

We have a variety of products available including pamper packs
for the love in your life. We sell handmade and natural products
at affordable prices. Based in Ashley, Staffs we deliver free to the

local area.

For full details email tkajoi@hotmail.com
Or find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/arkdelights
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BENEFICE BREAKFAST

Breakfast in the company of friends followed by a short talk to broaden our
horizons is a great way to start a winter weekend. As in previous years the
Benefice Breakfasts will be held at Hungersheath Tearooms where a
delicious full English breakfast is assured. A lighter but equally delicious
breakfast may be had if ordered in advance. Breakfasts will start promptly at
0900hrs.

Dates and Speakers are as follows:

. Saturday, 24 March 2018
Shropshire and Staffordshire Blood
Bikes

All are welcome, so make a note in your diaries and let Noel Brown

know that you wish to attend as soon as possible, but at least a week in
advance on:

Tel. 01630 672851 or email noelbrown1948@btinternet.com

Seating is limited so it is important to book early. If you are unable to
attend after reserving a place please let us know so that we can avoid waste
and take any late requests.

Staffordshire Fuels Limited
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Commercial, Domestic & Agricultural Oil Suppliers
Across Stoke, Stafford and Surrounding areas

3
3

—==— Suppliers of Fuels and Lubricants to All Markets

Why Choose us ???
24 hour service
Speedy and Efficient Local Deliveries
Regular Deliveries across the whole of the Midlands
Competitive Prices
Emergency Deliveries

CALL US NOW .....01785 761111 or Fax on 01785 761435

39



OWENS
MEMORIALS

Traditional — Modern — Individual

FOR CHURCHYARD AND CEMETERY
21 QUEEN STREET

MARKET DRAYTON

TF9 1PS
o

01630 654135

Rob Unsworth

Property Repairs and Restoration

Fitting kitchens bedrooms and bathrooms.
Timber/UPVC Windows and Doors,
Conservatories
Re-roofing or roof repairs.
Electrical, plumbing or woodwork repairs.
Dressers, shelves and bookcases made to order.

Phone anytime — 01785 280 373
Shukers Croft, New Inn Bank,
Bishops Offley, Staffs
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Regular contributor, Marianne Grimes, pointed out that week
commencing 29 January was Village Halls Awareness Week and to
celebrate it [an Mcmillan, the poet from Barnsley with the accent that
you could cut with a knife! - wrote this poem.

A TEAPOT AS BIG AS THE MOON

Here is the centre and here is the hub

Here is community held in a room,

Here’s the big gig and the loud Zumba Club
And here is a teapot as big as the moon
Here is a teapot as big as the moon!

Here is a place at the heart of the map
Here is a song with a crowd-friendly tune
Here’s a child’s bonnet, a pensioner’s cap
And here is a teapot as big as the moon
Here is a teapot as big as the moon!

Here is the village: its hopes and
its dreams
Here’s a bright light that pierces

- | Here is a space that’s much more
21 than it seems

| And here is a teapot as big as the
=~ moon
¥ Here is a teapot as big as the
.~ moon!

Here is the future in these tightened times

Here is a voice that says ‘come back, and soon’
Here is a noticeboard brimming with signs
And here is a teapot as big as the moon

Here is a teapot as big as the moon!

This is the village hall, open the doors!
This is the root and the sap and the bloom!
This is utopia with cutlery drawers!

And this is the teapot as big as the moon
This is the teapot as big as the moon!
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8o
A o e | Spencer
Bg°;g';:,°" The Jeweller
Guild High Street,
Come and join us on Eccleshall
the 4th Wednesday of
every month. 8pm Start Jeweuer}’
Broughton Parish Room WOI'kShOpS
Speakers and/or .
Demonstrations On Site
Refreshments O 1 785 85 1 760

Croxton Dollin &
Cattery Morris

Animal Feed Specialist
The Local Feed Merchants
CI‘OXtOl’l ECCleShall For Local Farmers

Stafford ST21 6PE

Visit our Mill
. Cash & Carry
Inspection welcome See our wide range of Horse,
Pet Feeds
Proprietor And needs
J.M. Timmis Standon Mill

Tel: 01630 620 615 01782 791 260
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Category

B&B and well-being therapy
Benefice Breakfasts
Broughton Tennis Club
Building Services

Car Dealer

Cattery

Chimney Sweep
Chapel

Church

Church

Coffee Shop
Electrician

Feed Merchants
Fencing

Fencing

Florist

Fuel Merchant

Funeral Directors
Garden Centre

Garden Guild

Gas Engineer

Gas Engineer

Glass

Handmade soaps, candles etc
Jewellers

Memorial Stones
Motorcycles

Parish Room
Pre-School

Property Repairs
Restaurant

Restaurant

Scrap Remover & Logs
Service Station
Solicitors

Tennis Courts

Venue Hire

Waste Management
WI

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS

Name

Brook House

Geoff Shanahan

Hill & Swift

Croxton Cattery

Ian Elkin

Croxton Independent Methodists
St Paul’s Croxton

St Peter’s Broughton
Courtyard Coffee
Pegasus, Mark Bradley
Dollin & Morris

EFC Fencing

Squirrel Fencing

BBs

Staffordshire Fuels Ltd
JR Williams
Mucklestone Nurseries
Croxton & Broughton
Gas Service

Swallow Gas Services
Stove Glass

Arc Delights

Spencer The Jeweller
Owens Memorial

All your motorcycle needs

Cotes Heath & Standon Baby & Toddler Group
Rob Unsworth

Pins Kitchen

The Star Inn

George Dyke & Daughters
Croxton Service Station
Graham Withers & Co
Wetwood Tennis Courts
Broughton Parish Room
John Reeves

Women’s Institute

FEES FOR ADVERTISING IN ABC—PER ANNUM

Quarter page = £15.00
Half page = £30.00
Full page = £60.00

Contact Mrs Beryl Roe, Rowley House Farm, Croxton, ST21 6PJ

01630 620248
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SERVICES — March to May 2018

St Peter’s Croxton
Broughton St Paul’s Croxton Independent
& Methodist
4th March: 3rd 11 am Matins 11 am Songs of 11 am Holy
Sunday of Lent Praise— Communion
11th March: 11 am Mothering 11 am Holy 11 am Divine
Mothering Sunday Sunday Communion Worship

18th March: 4th

11 am Matins

11 am United Service at

Sunday of Lent at St Paul’s

25th March PALM 11 am Holy 11 am United Service at
SUNDAY Communion at the Chapel

29th March 7.30 pm Maundy Thursday at St Mary’s Mucklestone
30th March 7.00 pm Good Friday at St Peter’s Broughton

31st March 7.00 pm Easter Eve at St Paul’s Croxton

Ist April 6.30 am Son-rise Service at The Rudge

st April EASTER 11 am Holy 11 am Holy 11 am Holy
SUNDAY Communion Communion Communion
8th April: 2nd 10 am Holy 11 am Holy 11 am Divine
Sunday of Easter Communion Communion Worship
15th April: 3rd 11 am Matins 11 am United Service at St Paul’s
Sunday of Easter

22nd April: 4th 11 am Holy . .

Sunday of Easter Communion 11 am United Service at the Chapel
29th April: S5th 11.15 am United Benefice Service and Confirmation Service
Sunday of Easter at St Mary’s Mucklestone

6th May: 6th . . 11 am Holy
Sunday of Easter 11 am Matins 11 am Songs of Praise Communion
10th May:

Ascension Day

7.30 pm Sung Evensong at St Peter’s Broughton

13th May: 7th 10 am Holy 11 am Holy 11 am Divine

Sunday of Easter Communion Communion Worship

]%Oth May: 11 am Matins 11 am United Service at St Paul’s
entecost

27th May: Trinity
Sunday

11 am Holy
Communion

11 am United Service at the Chapel
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