BIOL 2301 GUIDELINES FOR CURRENT EVENT PRESENTATIONS
What is the purpose of this assignment?
To increase scientific literacy; to better understand how anatomy & physiology is important/applicable to real life.
What is the assignment all about? 

1. As a small group, find an interesting ‘current event’/ news release in the newspaper, on the Internet, in a scientific magazine/ journal (like Scientific American, Science, Science News, etc.) that is related to a topic that we are studying or are going to study in Anatomy & Physiology (such as the latest on the human body, diseases, new discoveries, medical breakthroughs, etc.)  It should be no older than 3 years. It needs to be substantial enough to support a couple of months of research findings plus 3- 5 references on it.
2. Create a 5-7 slide PowerPoint presentation about the current event using the Who, What Where, Why format. In addition to the 7 slides, you may also submit a class handout.(create this as Slide 8). References very last slide – don’t forget!
3. Complete the one-page self-evaluation form (provided; see attached) and include with submission of with your completed meeting log the day your group presents. 
4. Assume either the role of newscasters working for a television station, a game show host or tv show spin-off.  As a group, present a five-seven minute oral presentation to the class. Each group member should participate in the presentation. Do not read the ‘current event’ word-for-word to the class. 
Support your presentation by creating/showing a PowerPoint slide show that is coordinated to your presentation. 5 slides (Who, What, When, Where, Why/How) is recommended.
What do we say/do during the presentation?

1. Explain to the class using the “Who, What, When, Where, Why” format what the current event/ news release is about. (Summarize, paraphrase, and state it in your own words – again, do not read word-for-word! Keep it brief! Remember to stay calm and relaxed!) Every group member talks and participates.
2. Show your PowerPoint presentation to support what you are sharing with the class. Be prepared to download your PowerPoint as an electronic copy to your instructor as well. Keep your completed PowerPoint on a USB drive for convenience.
3. Wrap-up by summarizing (great job for the news anchor) how the current event/ news release relates to your current Anatomy & Physiology course/ studies
Recommended Group Roles – four to six people per group. These are recommended roles. Break them out as appropriate to your group. Example:
1. News Anchor – team coordinator who ensures that all group members are actively participating, have each others contact information, coordinates a rehearsal meeting, etc. Prepares copies of the news report and self-evaluation form to turn in on the group’s behalf.  Begins presentation by introducing members of the news team and news-breaking topic.
2. Lead Newscaster – breaks the story to the audience and covers the “who” 
3. Newscaster 2 – delivers the “what”
4. Newscaster 3 – delivers the “when”

5. Newscaster 4 – delivers the “where”

6. Media Producer – dual-role; someone good with technology; runs the PowerPoint presentation; responsible for all media functioning properly. During the presentation, talks last and delivers the “Why?/How?” portion
What kind of current event/ news release should we look for?

You are free to select your own topics (related to the material we are learning).

There will be 10 groups. Examples include:

Ch 3.
Cells 

Cancer Research/Discoveries on the cellular level, cellular
and molecular discoveries/ breakthroughs, new DNA research?, the latest on solving crimes through DNA evidence/ ‘DNA fingerprinting’, etc.)
Ch 4.
Tissue 
Latest on tissue Regeneration, Tissue Repair breakthroughs, 
                                Latest on Skin Grafting, The Latest on Burn Treatments, Skin
                                Cancer Treatments, Diseases, etc.)
Ch 5.
                      Integumentary System
Ch 6 - 7

Bones/ Skeletal Tissue (Latest on Bone/Joint Disease
   


Breakthroughs, Repair of   Broken Bones/ Joints, New 



Surgical Techniques, Osteoporosis, etc.)
Ch 8.

Joints – artificial joints; robotics and artificial joints
Ch 9 - 10.
Muscles/ Muscle Tissue (Latest on Muscle Disease/Discoveries,
muscular dystrophy, latest on workouts/ fitness strategies for weight lifting, new physical therapies, etc.)
Ch10.
Nervous System/ Nervous Tissues (Anything related to the latest on the Nervous System such as new discoveries in Alzheimer’s treatments, spinal cord repair/regeneration discoveries, new techniques for the treatments of stroke, stroke prevention, related diseases, etc.)


Central Nervous System 
Latest brain research, discoveries, etc.
 
Peripheral Nervous System & Reflex Activity (breakthroughs or discoveries in the world of hearing, vision, etc.)


Autonomic Nervous System
When is it due?
See syllabus calendar
How much is the assignment worth?
200 points (20% of your semester grade). NOTE: Complete the self-evaluation form (next page) and turn in with your PowerPoint & completed meeting log.
Any final tips or suggestions?

Practice and rehearse. Time yourselves. Be excellent. Use of supporting materials is encouraged (handouts, fact sheets, puzzle/supporting game sheets, photo of model included in PowerPoint, etc.)
Picture of your group (in costumes?) on Title Page.

Names of Group Members ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________          
Current Event Topic _____________________________________________________________ Related Textbook Chapter # _______    Chapter Title __________________________________
‘Group Presentation’ SELF-EVALUATION FORM
	Component to Be Evaluated


	Your Score

(Student’s Complete)
	Instructor’s Score



	1. Relevance of current event to topic (i.e., solid content that ties-in to the course and chapter that you are responsible for). Content is both interesting and relevant as well as narrow/deep. 
(10 points total possible this component)
	0   3   5   7   10    
	0   3   5   7  10  

	2. Project is completed in PowerPoint complete with voice-over as part of the Power Point and delivered on due date. Will need a copy of your file emailed to me as designated at the appropriate time as well. Please do not use Prezi or any other software.
     (10 points total possible this component)
	0   3   5   7  10
	0   3   5   7   10

	3.  PowerPoint summarizes the current event & content adequately and is written in the correct  “Who, What, When Where, Why/ (How)?” format (10 points total possible this component)
	0   5   10    
	0   5   10     

	4. Your research is 3 years old or less. Truly current! Has sufficient depth to the research – not too vague or shallow.
(10 pts this category)
	0   3   5   10
	0   3   5   10

	5. Length of presentation/PowerPoint is appropriate (between 5-7 slides or 5-7 minutes)
      (10 points total possible this component)
	0   3   5   7 10
	0   3   5   7 10

	6. Quality of PowerPoint slides (i.e., brief bulleted text, use of graphics, cohesive in the way it looks, smooth transitions, no misspellings, and you have 3-5 references in MLA style, etc.)
    (10 points total possible this component
	0   5    10   
	0   5    10    

	7. PowerPoint includes a supporting video link that functions and plays properly 
(10 points total possible this component)
	0   3   5   7   10
	0   3   5   7   10

	8. PowerPoint includes props (as many as possible. i.e. Team photo on slide Title Page in costumes or custom t-shirts, model/photo of this model included in PowerPoint somewhere, handouts/ master copy of this handout included as extra slide). Worth 10 pts
	0   3   5   7   10
	0   3   5  7  10

	9. Presentation had some type of 1 minute brief “hook” to get people interested (i.e.,  quick game, funny skit, etc) worth 10 pts
	0  5  10
	0  5  10

	10. You have built a model and/ or have included a demonstration to support the science you are discussing
(worth 10 pts)
	0   5  10
	0  5  10

	                                                    Totals

    (add up your points & place score here ---()
	Self-Evaluation Score

	Grade Actually Earned



NOTE: Everyone receives the same grade unless an individual does not participate in meetings and development of research/ PowerPoint. You must sign the meeting log during semester and must actually participate in meetings/ shared workload. Everyone does some work! Please do not expect your group members to do your portion of work. This will result in a lower grade for you personally (as supported by documentation).
                              MEETING LOG  *Everyone Complete 5 Meetings

	                                                   Meeting 1 

 Date Held _____________     Start Time ________     End Time _________

                                               Print Name                      Signature

Members Present: 1.

                               2.

                               3.

                               4.

                               5.

                               6.

What Was Accomplished? Who Did What?



	                                                  Meeting 2 

 Date Held _____________     Start Time ________     End Time _________

                                               Print Name                      Signature

Members Present: 1.

                               2.

                               3.

                               4.

                               5.

                               6.

What Was Accomplished? Who Did What?



	                                                  Meeting 3 

 Date Held _____________     Start Time ________     End Time _________

                                               Print Name                      Signature

Members Present: 1.

                               2.

                               3.

                               4.

                               5.

                               6.

What Was Accomplished? Who Did What?



	                                               Meeting 4

 Date Held _____________     Start Time ________     End Time _________

                                               Print Name                      Signature

Members Present: 1.

                               2.

                               3.

                               4.

                               5.

                               6.

What Was Accomplished? Who Did What?



	                                                  Meeting 5

 Date Held _____________     Start Time ________     End Time _________

                                               Print Name                      Signature

Members Present: 1.

                               2.

                               3.

                               4.

                               5.

                               6.

What Was Accomplished? Who Did What?




