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Welcome to the 2017-2018 school year!
The SCHS IB Partnership is a volunteer organization
of parents, teachers, administrators, and support staff
all dedicated to enriching and enhancing every
student’s IB experience at Strawberry Crest. The
Partnership also supplements the instructional needs
of the IB teachers beyond what the school district
provides and offers a much needed support system for
IB parents and students. We reviewed several grant
proposals at our last board meeting; those teachers will
be notified soon!

Your student’s IB experience will be exciting and
challenging for both of you. We encourage you to get
involved and share the excitement--meet other IB
parents and share IB stories, strategies, and ideas;
help promote camaraderie; and provide support for all
SCHS IB students and their parents. Everything the IB
Partnership does is supported and funded by
volunteers like you, and we are always delighted to
meet individuals who want to help make a difference in
our students’ lives.
The IB Partnership Executive Board looks forward to
working with all our parents and students (new and
returning) and we encourage you to contact us with
your ideas, suggestions, and comments. Thank you in
advance for your support and for sharing your
wonderful IB student.
The IB Partnership Board

Last year was another remarkable year for the IB program at
Strawberry Crest! We are very proud that 97% of the class of
2017 earned the IB Diploma! Combined with AP classes,
Strawberry Crest IB students earned nearly 1,500 college credit
hours last year alone. We also had extraordinary results from
our IB students in grades 9-11. 100% of our students earned
passing scores on the US History and Geometry End of Course
state assessments as well as the 10th grade FSA ELA assessment.
99% of our students earned a passing score on their Algebra 2
and Biology End of Course Assessments as well as the FSA ELA 9th
grade assessment.
Suffice it to say, our students achieved
amazing academic results last year!
Academics were not the only area our students excelled in! We
also had superior performances by our music programs, state
and national winners in extracurricular clubs including FBLA,
HOSA and FFA, and even district and state championships in
sports including our three time state champion cheerleading
squad!
It’s hard to imagine that this year can be any better than last year
but that’s our goal. Our entire staff is committed to making
2017-2018 a record breaking year! Please reach out to our
teachers and staff if there is anything that we can do to help each
of you achieve your personal best. We are excited about what
lies ahead! Go Chargers!
Miss Ewell
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What is the IB Partnership?
The SCHS IB Partnership is a
volunteer 501 (c)(3) organization
of parents, teachers,
administrators, and support staff
dedicated to enriching and
enhancing every student's IB
experience. The Partnership
supplements the instructional
needs of the teachers and offers
a much needed support system for
IB parents and students.
We encourage you to get involved
and share the excitement - - meet
other parents; share stories,
strategies and ideas; help promote
camaraderie; and provide support
for all SCHS IB students and
their parents.
Check the website for Membership
information.

Stay in the Know!
✓ Visit the SCHS website and click on
International Baccalaureate to access
one-stop information on the IB
Programme, Upcoming Fundraising
and Events, Freshman and Senior
Class News, and Guidance News.
✓ E-mail us: SCHS.IBPartner@gmail.com
✓ Join us on Facebook!
Search SCHS IB PARTNERSHIP, and
click LIKE!

Nov 2 – Newcomers Orientation for potential
IB applicants
Nov 10 – Veterans Day / No School
Nov 15 – Parent Meeting by Grade Level
(Course selections)
Nov 16 – Great American Teach-In
Nov 20-24 – Fall Thanksgiving Break
Dec 15 – Senior Banner due date
Dec – Gift Wrapping (between Toy R Us &
Peltz Shoes in Brandon)
Dec 18 – Holiday Teachers Luncheon
Dec 19 – Adopt-a-drop site fundraiser
Dec 19-22 – Exams
Dec 25-Jan 8 – Winter Holiday Break
Jan 15 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day/No
School
Feb 19 - President’s Day/ No School
March 5 – No School (Strawberry Festival)
Mar 12-16 – Spring Break
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2017-2018 IB
PARTNERSHIP
EXECUTIVE
BOARD MEMBERS
Elections
for
the
Executive Board took
place at the April 2017
Special
Membership
meeting.

Did you Know...
The SCHS IB Partnership is a 501 (c) (3)
Organization?
What is a 501 (c)(3) organization?

A corporation that is "organized and

operates exclusively for charitable, educational, or religious purposes." No
substantial part of the activities are lobbying or trying to influence legislation,
and they do not endorse political candidates. No part of their income "inures"
to the benefit of its members, directors, or others (except for compensation
for services actually performed).
What does it mean to be a 501 (c)(3) organization? Receiving "501 (c)(3)"
exemption status means that our non-profit organization has been approved
by the Internal Revenue Service as a tax-exempt, charitable organization.

The 2017-2018 Executive
Board
members
are
highlighted
on
the
following page. Board
Members serve a term
beginning in June through
the end of the upcoming
school year.

What benefit does being 501 (c)(3) offer the SCHS Partnership? One of the
primary benefits of being tax-exempt under IRC Section 502 (c)(3) is the ability
to accept contributions and donations that are tax-deductible to the donor.
Why should this matter to me? Your employer may have a Corporate Giving
program.

Many corporations give tax-deductible donations to 501 (c)(3)

organizations in return for volunteer hours performed by their employees.
Here are a few we know of: Allstate, AMSOUTH, Bank of America, Capital One,
CarMax, Costco, Dannon, Eli Lilly, Geico, H&R Block, JP Morgan Case, Liberty
Mutual, Merck, Microsoft, Prudential, Starbuck, State Farm, Tampa Bay Rays,
United Health Plan, Verizon, Wells Fargo, WalMart, Washington Mutual. Check
with your Human Resources Department for details.

The

IB Partnership has PLENTY of volunteer opportunities. For more information,
contact any IB Partnership board member at: SCHS.IBPartner@gmail.com.

International
Baccalaureate Pledge
I pledge myself to uphold the high
purpose of the International
Baccalaureate Programme to
which I have been selected.
I pledge to always seek the light of
truth. to hold scholarly habits, to
engage in service, and to hold as
fundamental, noble, and worthy an
untarnished character.
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2017 - 2018 IB PARTNERSHIP EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS
President - Melissa Castellanos
Melissa Castellanos, President, is retired Air Force and has a degree in Radiologic Technology, Human Resources and
Logistics. She has been a part of the IB Partnership for the past three years, serving as president, vice president of fundraising
and historian. Melissa is also serving her second term as Vice President of Fundraising of the SCHS Band Booster organization
and enjoys coordinating special events as a hobby. Her daughter, Serena, is a senior in the IB programme.
.
Vice President of Membership & Committees – Jennifer Ackett
Jennifer Ackett, VP of Membership and Committees, graduated from the University of South Florida and works as a
speech/language pathologist for BayCare at South Florida Baptist Hospital. She has 23 years of experience in the field of
speech pathology in settings ranging from elementary school to healthcare. Jennifer is returning to the IB Partnership board
after serving as the Freshman Liasion spring semester of 2015 and Sophmore Liasion for the 2015-2016 school year. She
also serves on the board of the SCHS Music Booster organization. Jennifer has been an active member of PTSA and SAC
committees at previous schools. She is the proud mother of Ty, a senior, and Casey, a freshman. Both are students in the IB
programme.
Vice President of Fundraising & Events – Tiffany Bullard
Tiffany Bullard, Vice President of Fundraising and Events is returning to the board after joining as Freshman Liaison in 2016.
Tiffany moved to the area 5 years ago from upstate New York where she was born and raised. She works as a licensed
Insurance Agent, with a passion for life insurance. Tiffany and her husband have 2 boys, Matthew is currently a sophomore in
the IB Programme and their youngest is in grade school.
Secretary – Melissa Voelker
Melissa Voelker is the current Secretary for the SCHS Parent Partnership 2017-2018 school year. Melissa is a graduate of
Michigan State University with a BS in Engineering. She resides in Tampa with her husband David and two boys. Jacob is a
junior at SCHS and Mitchell is a freshman at Plant HS. Melissa served on the board for PTA at Walden Lake Elementary for
6 years and last year was the junior liaison on the SCHS Parent Partnership board.
.
Treasurer - Aviva Baker
Aviva Baker serves as the Treasurer of the IB Partnership. She is a fourth grade teacher of Bailey elementary and parent to a
junior in IB and a senior at USF. Aviva loves running and completed the NYC marathon last November. She hopes to survive
her first triathlon this fall.
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2017 - 2018 IB PARTNERSHIP EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS (cont.)
Historian – Mary Schumacher
Mary Schumacher, Historian, is a Board Certified Optician and Manager in the Health and Wellness division at Sam's Club.
She has participated in fundraising efforts for Children's Miracle Network for the past 12 years. She enjoys fishing, vacationing
with her family and laughing at her own jokes. Her daughter, Cheyenne, is a senior in the IB Programme.
.
Senior Class Liaison – Tammy Tenance
Tammy Tenace, Senior Liaison has a dual degree in Spanish and social work as well as degrees in nursing and Advanced
Practice nursing. She is an AF retiree after 28 years of active duty service. She currently works with female veterans at the
James A. Haley Veterans Hospital. Throughout the many military moves, she has been an active member of PTSA’s and
participated in IB fundraising events. She is thrilled to be part of the IB Board this year. Her son, Jacob is a senior in the IB
Programme.

Junior Class Liaison -

Jeanne Bassinger

Jeanne Bassinger, Junior Class Liason, has served on the the IB Board for three years. She is married with one daughter, a
Junior in the IB Programme. Jeanne belives it is important to serve Strawberry Crest High School and to help in any way she
can.

Sophomore Class Liaison – Keely Seymour
Keely Seymour, Sophomore Class Liason, is a Veteran of the U.S. Navy from New York Currently working at the Campo
YMCA in the Wellness Department as a persona trainer, group exercise instructor, wellness coach, cancer survivor exercise
coach, and weight loss and nutrition coach. She is married with two kids, ages 15 and 10. She is a Veterans advocate. This
is Keely’s second year serving on the IB Board.

Freshman Class Liaison – Tasha Gugaria
Tasha Gugaria, Freshman Liason, is a Family Law Paralegal in Brandon. She resides in Valrico with her family. Tasha is
married with three children: Tyler, a freshman in the IB Programme; Brenna, a Sophomore in the Collegiate Academy at
Armwood High School; and Jordan, a Junior at Florida Polytechnic University. Tasha has served on various boards within
the community, and is currently serving her second year as the Armwood High School PTSA Secretary.
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Thank you Mrs. Lewis!
“If you say it with confidence, people will believe you,” Mrs. Lewis said to me as we sat in the small conference room
together chatting about her life, her passions, and her upcoming retirement. Around campus, you can find her “cutting it
up” with the students during lunch duty sharing “really bad jokes,” or manning her desk in what I would call “major multitask
mode.” As the Strawberry Crest IB Secretary, she is not only responsible for meeting the needs of her Assistant Principal,
she willingly jumps in as necessary to keep the school day running smoothly. From lining up teacher subs to ensuring
students make it through their day with confidence, she is always on it.
Getting through the day in high school is no easy task, and staying on top of it can appear impossible. But Mrs. Lewis
manages to run things like clockwork, and the students and faculty adore her. She knows firsthand how life can throw you
curve balls, but her attitude, strength, and perseverance do not allow her to stop until the job is done, and done well. This
amazing spirit transfers to the students within the IB Programme who look upon her and the faculty as guides in what can
make for some rough days.
Always actively striving to make the daily grind at school a little less rough around the edges, in her mind, every day is an
“adventure,” and “completely different,” which Mrs. Lewis says makes it an amazing thing to be a part of. Her adventures
began as a girl when she moved from West Virginia to Florida, which in turn has taken her all over the world. Family
vacations afforded her the ability to explore and also sample the local street fare, which included fried worms.
Travelling and baking lasagna are just a few of Mrs. Lewis’ passions. Also included on her list of loves is reading, reading
“everything,” which she openly admits to practicing at, yes, she said it, “stop signs?” Well, we know she is reading the
stop
. signs. Let’s replace the word signs with lights here, shall we? Her two grandsons keep her hopping, but at the end
of the day, she says, “the best part is I have my fun with them, and then I can give them back!” (Insert big smile here).
That tireless energy has won her much notoriety around Strawberry Crest, and she walked away with the 2016 NonInstructional Support Person of The Year Award.
Now Mrs. Lewis is moving on and bidding farewell to her friends at SC, and becoming the number one support person at
home to her husband and family who are anxiously awaiting her full attention and possibly more lasagna. Come October
2017, our amazing Mrs. Lewis will wave goodbye one last time, to what she described as “an incredible work family.”

considered.

From ALL OF US at Strawberry Crest High School, we will miss you dear friend.

Page 7

The Partner
The Newsletter of the Strawberry Crest High School IB Partnership

Class of 2017 IB Senior Banquet
The “Evening in Paris” was definitely a night to remember as the Class of 2017 IB Seniors were
celebrated one last time before graduation. The IB Partnership coordinates this special event
for each senior class in May of their graduation year.

The Hotel Floridan in Downtown Tampa has been the gracious host for the past 4 years and
they did not falter for this class. As the Eiffel towers glowed on the tables and the senior slide
show played on the large screens, the students received their IB Medallion and congratulated
on where they were attending the following year. The night was enjoyed by over 480 attendees
for the 108 graduating Chargers.

Junior Pinning for Class of 2019
On October 5th, we welcomed the Junior class into the official portion of the IB Programme.
After their official pinning ceremony, we celebrated the students and their families with our
traditional “Sweet Success” reception in the cafeteria.
Congratulations Junior Class for this milestone and many more to come.
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NEWS FROM THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT
IB Senior History:
Seniors have been working on their Apartheid case study since returning to school. For most students, this is
their first exposure to an in depth study of South African history and Apartheid. Our case study covers the nature
and characteristics, protests and actions, and significant individuals and groups from 1948-1964. In addition,
students have been learning how to write a history paper one. As a reminder, Mrs. Dell and Mrs. Morello ask for
all seniors to complete the resume builder located on the IB student Edsby page and submit a printed copy to
them if student expect to ask for a letter of recommendation. We kindly ask for a two week notice, so plan
accordingly.

AP US History:
IB Juniors have been knocking off the summer rust and have already completed the first two time periods for
APUSH! All classes have been working on strategies for the SAQs (short answer questions), focusing on areas
of improvement for the AP exam. Parents mark your calendars- the AP US History exam will be 5/11/18 at 7:33am!
Please make sure your student is reading and reviewing APUSH each week.

AP European History:
Hello Parents! We are so excited to be teaching your wonderful children this year. We have already finished the
first chapter covering the Italian and Northern Renaissance. Please try asking your students what these
movements were. Hopefully they can tell you the similarities and differences between the two, and should be
able to include some names of who was involved with each. Now, we are rounding out the first unit with the
Protestant Reformation. The first test will be September 6th and 7th, covering the Renaissance and the
Protestant Reformation This course is one of the most challenging for the sophomores, because they are largely
unfamiliar with the culture and institutions of each of the countries. Additionally they are learning new writing
skills that they haven't gotten much practice with yet. One of the best things you can do to help support your
student is to try to engage them about what they are learning each day. Some of the skills we are working to
improve are: comparing and contrasting, causation, placing events within their historical context, writing thesis
statements, and developing analysis skills. Ask your student to explain to you what each of these things mean
to see if they understand what they are supposed to be learning. You should see your student reading and
completing homework each night, and if you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Morello or Mrs. Nickerson.
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NEWS FROM THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
Dear Parent:
Your child is learning French or Spanish! Foreign Language study provides many benefits for students in addition to the ability
to communicate in another language. Students who study another language improve their first language skills. They become
aware of the world around them and they learn to appreciate diversity.
You can help your child be successful in his or her study of the language even if you are not familiar with the language. Here
are a few suggestions to help your child practice the material in this class.
Encourage your child to think about why learning French or learning Spanish is important for many different types of
professions. Have your child make a list of all possible jobs for which knowledge of the language would be an asset. Then, with
your child, do an online job search for those professions.
Consider taking a field trip with your child to a local community college or university career services office. If you call ahead
to set up and appointment, it is often possible to meet with an advisor who can give advice about how to look for jobs that
require foreign language skills, what type of information ought to be included in a resume, how to write an appropriate cover
letter, and what your child can do to best prepare himself or herself for professions that require French and/or Spanish
speaking skills.
Feel free to plan other activities you think will help your child develop his or her language skills. Thank you for supporting our
classroom work. Feel free to contact me or any other Foreign Language teacher at the IB Programme here in Strawberry Crest
HS, if you wish to discuss your child’s language education.
Sincerely,
Mrs Maddrey
French and Spanish Teacher

Get Your Charger SWAG On!!!!!
Looking for some new Charger gear? Look no further than the Partnership
online store. We have shirts not only for your Charger, but the whole family
too. Senior parents can order their IB seals for graduation announcements
here as well.
Check out the website below or simply use the QR code on your smart
phone.
Orders placed online will be delivered to your students homeroom within
two weeks.

Get your Charger rally towel for
only $4 NOW!!!
Great for pep rally days or those hot
football nights!

https:/squareup.com/store/schs-ib-partnership
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Senior Banners on Sale Now!!!
Deadline is December 15, 2017

Celebrate your senior this year with their very own personalized banner. Each vinyl banner is 2 feet by 3 feet
and includes your choice of the graphics! Your senior will see his/her banner flying in the SCHS cafeteria
encouraging him/her to CHARGE on to Graduation! Cost $30. Get yours now. Forms can be picked up in the
front office or for more information, contact:
The IB Partnership at schs.ibpartner@gmail.com
Or Tammy Tenace (Senior Liaison) – meandmystarshine@gmail.com

IB Student Ambassadors
Jordan Bracewell
Kimberly Do
Noah Hensley
Megen Hernandez
Ceona James
Jane McGinnis
Sneh Patel
Ria Sanghani
Rudra “Kehsan”
Tejiram
Riley Traun
Elbert Tse
Victoria Clark
Chere Erickson
Preston Hall
Sayona Jose

Logan Libretti
Chloe Morter
Katherine Perez
Ashley Piccillo
Rythvic Rau
Tyson Rosania
Rachel Rozet
Sydney Swartman
Zane Tapper
Indira Alur
Julia “Sam”
Bernardo
Emma Breniesen
Chabdeiliz Gonzalez
Madison Hall
Madelyn McKinley

Sarah Noorani
Havilah
Sciabbarrasi
N’dia Webb
Mia Cheong
Alexa Cuesta
Nia Davis
Jaden DeBien
Bianca Galloza
Ryan Martinez
Elen Mathew
Joseph Nillicken
Maxwell Paplin
Jennifer Tirschfield
Elizabeth West

IB Class Liaisons
Senior Class
Tammy Tenace
Junior Class
Jean Bassinger
Sophomore Class
Keely Seymour
Freshman Class
Tasha Gugaria
schs.ibpartner@gmail.com
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Visit Kona Ice during all lunch
periods.
A percentage of all purchases
come back to the IB Partnership.
Mr. Coffee is ON CAMPUS!
Need that caffeine fix? Go see Mr. Coffee in the
mornings by the cafeteria. Get your HOT or ICED
coffee with a variety of flavors…especially in time for
the holidays and EXAMS!!!
A percentage of all purchases come back to the IB Partnership.

WELCOME NEW IB STAFF MEMBERS

Mr. Eduardo Escudero
(Spanish)

Beth Hyers
(Math – 9th Alegebra 2 Honors, 10th Trip/Geo, 11th SL)

Sean McConnaughy
(AP Government/ APUSH)

Kendall Nickerson
(IB/ AP US Government & AP European History)

Mrs. Kathy Whatley
IB Guidance Secretary
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Teachers Holiday Luncheon
Come celebrate our teachers and staff
for our annual Holiday Luncheon.
The Partnership is serving the staff a
holiday brunch with all the trimmings.

Strawberry Festival Parking
Is right around the corner.

For more details or to sign up, go to…

Be on the lookout for the
schedule and to sign up.

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0D4EADAC29AA
FA7-20171

We hope to see you Monday, December 18th.

Holiday Gift Wrapping Fundraiser - Schedule, Sign Up Link, Donations
Our 7th Annual Holiday Gift Wrapping Fundraiser at the Brandon Mall - between
Toys R Us and Pelz Shoes - is just around the corner! It's one of our biggest and
most successful fundraisers. We have built a loyal base of customers who look
forward to our gift wrapping year after year!
WE CAN’T DO THIS WITHOUT YOU!!! Starting NOW - you can send your gift wrap
supplies in to Mrs. Whatley in IB Guidance (paper, all size boxes, gift bags, tags,
embellishments, tissue paper). Follow the links below to Sign Up Genius to book
4 hour shifts for you, your student (earn CAS Hours), family, and friends.

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4eadac29aafa7-20172
PLEASE HELP...It is a great way to get into
the holiday spirit and meet some
wonderful folks!

