
June 17, 2014 Vestry Meeting 

Attended by: Mother Susan, Jim Trask, Helen Giles, Scott Armstrong, Sheryl Baron, Lynette Cline, Kathy 

DeCiantis, Corinne Fragnoli, Eric Hatchett, Don Ingersoll, Joan Morgan, Lori Podsiadlik, Susan Russell. 

Guest: Jim Gettel. 

The meeting opened at 7:05 p.m. with sharing of news by the Vestry and an opening prayer by Lori 

Podsiadlik.  

Mutual Ministry Review. Jim Gettel from the Diocese was introduced as someone to help the Vestry 

work on Mutual Ministry Review, so the Vestry could work on becoming the body of Christ, and set 

goals for the parish. Mother Susan will distribute the parish survey from 2011 to the Vestry and a 

meeting was set for September 6, 2014 at 8:30 a.m., for the Vestry and parish leaders to attend.  A 

handout was distributed with questions to assist the Vestry prepare for the meeting.  

Consent Calendar. The May Vestry meeting minutes and financial reports were approved on the consent 

calendar. 

Rector’s Report. Juan Perez will be coming to St. Stephen’s for a year. Our parish was selected by the 

Diocese to have him work with our parish, paid for by the Diocese. We celebrated Kathryn Hassel’s last 

day of work at St. Stephen’s at the fellowship hour on June 15, 2014.  

Financial Report. Jim Trask reported that we are further behind in income than last month: 

approximately $40,000.00 behind budget this year and about $31,000.00  behind income. Mother Susan 

will call parishioners who are behind their pledges to see if there is a pastoral problem, and she will send 

a letter with second quarter statements to remind people to maintain their pledges. The Vestry 

approved a motion to permit the Treasurer to borrow from restricted funds over the summer to pay bills 

for operating expenses as needed, to be repaid as soon as possible, and with the Treasurer to give 

notice to the Vestry when money is borrowed: 

The Vestry of St. Stephen’s Church hereby authorizes the Treasurer to borrow funds from 

restricted accounts through September 2014 if necessary to cover operating expenses.  

Repayment should be as soon as possible.  The Vestry should be notified whenever borrowing 

takes place. 

 The Vestry approved a credit card policy, as follows: 

St. Stephen’s credit card accounts will be managed by the Treasurer.  The Treasurer is 

designated “Acting Secretary” for the purpose of credit card administration, including addition, 

deletion, and changes of who is authorized to have St. Stephen’s credit cards. 

Credit cards may be issued to St. Stephen’s employees if requested in writing by both the Rector 

and Senior Warden. 

Credit cards are for the convenience of St. Stephen’s, to reduce the need for check requests for 

approved transactions.  All credit card transactions must meet the same approval requirements 

as check requests.  Credit cards issued by St. Stephen’s are for St. Stephen’s business only, and 

no personal charges should be made to St. Stephen’s credit card accounts.  All charges must be 

consistent with the approved budget and meet the approval of the appropriate Committee 



Chairs, Wardens, and Rector.  Specifically, all charges of $1,000 or more must be approved in 

advance by the Senior Warden. 

Failure to follow the policy may result in personal liability and/or loss of credit card privileges for 

the person incurring the charge(s). 

Cell Tower Update. The   Diocesan Standing Committee approved the cell tower today, and some 

contract modifications need to be completed.  

Opening Prayer/Church Closing assignments were updated. Summer Sunday school needs 2 adult 

volunteers each week. The meeting was closed at 9:05 p.m. with a prayer by Mother Susan. 

Submitted by 

Joan Ellerbusch Morgan 

June 18, 2014 

  

 

 

 


