
December 16, 2014 Vestry Meeting Minutes 

NOTE THE NEXT VESTRY MEETING WILL BE JANUARY 13 (NOT THE 20TH), 2015 AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE 

CHURCH 

Attended by:  Mother Susan, Jim Trask, Helen Giles, Lynette Cline, Kathy DeCiantis, Corinne Fragnoli,   

Don Ingersoll, Joan Morgan, and Susan Russell.  

The meeting opened at 7:05 p.m. with a thankfulness review.  

Consent Calendar:  The November Vestry meeting minutes were approved on the consent calendar. 

Old Business:  Sylvia Karlsson and Norma Ross have agreed to be candidates for next year’s Vestry. 

Others will be approached for the remaining two 3 year term and the one 1 year term.  Mark Pierce, 

Scott Armstrong and Susan Russell have agreed to serve as Delegates to the Diocesan Convention.  

Helen Giles will ask Karol Sprague to serve as an alternate.  David Williams wants to resign as Treasurer. 

Jim Trask has agreed to serve as Treasurer and Dave Stein will chair the Finance Committee, subject to a 

Vestry vote, most likely in February 2015. Any Vestry member with concerns about this should express 

those concerns before the vote. 

The Vestry voted by voice to approve a Modification of Rector’s Agreement regarding Medical 

Reimbursement for 2015, as follows:  

Current Agreement:  “The Rector will be reimbursed for out of pocket medical expenses not to 
exceed $2,500.00 annually.” 

Change to:  “If the Rector selects a “high deductible” health insurance plan, St. Stephen’s will 
contribute the savings in reduced premium amount to a Health Savings Account (HSA) for the 
Rector and to reimbursement of out of pocket expenses, in specific amounts as agreed with the 
Rector (and consistent with Federal regulations on HSA accounts and Diocesan policy).  For 
calendar year 2015, St. Stephen’s will contribute $6,650 (the Federal maximum) to the Rector’s 
HSA account PLUS reimburse out of pocket expenses not to exceed $1,500.” 

The Vestry also voted by voice to accept the Resolution for St. Stephen’s Vestry Approval, December 16, 

2014,  as follows:  

“Resolution for 2015 Housing Allowance and Accountable Reimbursement for Reverend Susan 

Williams: 

LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT the HOUSING ALLOWANCE provided to the Rev. Susan Williams, 

Rector, in the year 2015, and in subsequent years, be $35,000, in accordance with IRS rules. This 

amount may be amended with Vestry approval prior to any increase in the amount. Any part of 

this amount not used for housing purposes as defined in IRS rules is regarded as salary and is 

subject to income tax and possible penalty.” 

The Vestry also approved a resolution recognizing the Endowment Fund distribution for the heated roof 

edge as a 2014 distribution since it was approved by the Endowment Committee and Vestry in 2014, 

even if the work is not completed and the bill paid until 2015.   

A proposed 2015 budget was circulated and will be voted on by the Vestry at its next meeting on 

January 13, 2015. Additional comments should be sent to the Finance Committee before then.   



New Business:  A Calendar Planning Meeting is set for January 10, 2015. The Annual Meeting is set for 

January 25, 2014. The Vestry Retreat will be on February 6, 2015 and February 7, 2015 – the 7th to be 

held at St. John’s Royal Oak with the Bishop. A Lenten Retreat will be held on February 27-28 in Howell.  

Rector’s Report:  Mother Susan reported that she received a good response to her request for funds for 

her discretionary fund. She was writing thank you notes to all who pledged. The Youth Groups had a 

Christmas party at her home. Several parishioners had changed their health status and/or  living 

situations. 

Mother Susan gave a closing prayer. 

 

 

Submitted by 

Joan Ellerbusch Morgan 

January 4, 2015 


