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An Interim

Moment

Life is all about change
and growth. People
come and people go.
Life changes, our jobs
change, our families
change, our children
grow. Our parish lead-
ership may change,
but what always re-
mains the same is that
all of us are part of
God’s family.

Here is where we jour-
ney together and
know one another.
Here is where we
laugh and cry to-
gether. Here is where
we celebrate and
mourn together. Here
is where we are known
by the One who
“created us and
through whom we
have our being.” Here
is where we are al-
ways welcome.

Chinese symbol for love

The Invitation to a Holy Lent is printed on
page 264 of the Book of Common Prayer.

It is part of the proper liturgy for Ash
Wednesday and I read it on that day.

When I was first ordained and Vicar of a
small church in southern Illinois, I used to do
all the office work myself. And I wrote almost
all the articles for the monthly newsletter. I
regularly used to reprint the Invitation as part
of February or March newsletter. I did this
because, of course, it so well describes the
history of Lent and its purpose and obser-
vance. The last paragraph gives an especially
good description of possible activities we can
do to observe Lent in our own lives.

Now a days the emphasis seems to be on
adding something to your life during Lent. I
mean adding a spiritual discipline such as
scripture reading, more prayer time, or read-
ing a booklet of Lenten devotions on a daily
basis. (We have a couple available in the of-
fice.)

If you haven’t already started your Lenten
observance, these are good disciplines. But
there is something to be said for the tradi-
tional ways of observing Lent. Giving up eat-

ing a favorite food, or
doing a favorite activity,
one that you do on a
daily basis, can also
sharpen your awareness
of the season.

The whole purpose,
though, is summed up in

that phrase, self-examination and repen-
tance. The idea is to become more aware of
your relationship to God, through Jesus

Christ, and with the help of the Holy Spirit.
We observe Lent to prepare to celebrate
Easter, to celebrate the resurrection of our
Lord.

We are also observing Lent to prepare for
our own resurrection.

Peace,

Father Walt+

Dear People of God:

The first Christians observed with great de-

votion the days of our Lord’s passion and resur-

rection, and it became the custom of the Church

to prepare for them by a season of penitence and

fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in

which converts to the faith were prepared for

Holy Baptism. It was also a time when those who,

because of notorious sins, had been separated

from the body of the faithful were reconciled by

penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the

fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole

congregation was put in the mind of the message

of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel

of our Savior, and of the need which all Christians

continually have to renew their repentance and

faith.

I invite you therefore, in the name of the

Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-

examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting,

and self-denial; and by reading and meditating of

God’s holy Word. And to make a right beginning

of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal na-

ture, let us now kneel before the Lord, our maker

and redeemer.

From The Book of Common Prayer

Page 264

An Invitation to Lent
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Around the Parish

March

Lectionary

March 4—Lent 2
Gen 17: 1-7, 15-16

Psalm 22: 22-30

Rom 4: 13-25

Mark 8: 31-38

March 11—Lent 3
Ex 20: 1-17

Psalm 19

1 Cor 1: 18-25

John 2: 13-22

March 18—Lent 4
Num 21: 4-9

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Eph 2: 1-10

John 3: 14-21

March 25—Lent 5
Jer 31: 31-34

Psalm 51: 1-13

or

Psalm 119: 9-16

Heb 5: 5-10

John 12: 20-33

WOW! Has this year gotten off to a fast

start! On the first weekend of the

year we had our Twelfth Night Dinner, hosted

the Bishop’s visit and confirmed several of

our youth and two adults. The next weekend

I presented the Parish Survey results at the

Fellowship hour. By the way, the Q&A ses-

sion was great!

The third Sunday of the year, we cele-

brated Pastor Manisha’s ministry with a spe-

cial Fellowship Hour that included a chocolate

fountain and presentations from all the

youth. Ken Fuhr did a great job as MC. Fi-

nally, this past Sunday was the Annual Meet-

ing. And a great meeting it was!

As a Household of God, we had a blessed

year last year. Your Vestry did a fantastic job.

They put together an aggressive plan and

then went out and did it! Of the over two

hundred action items in the plan, we all

helped complete over 90% of them.

We also had a good year financially. We

ended the year with a $13,000 surplus which

will help offset the additional costs associated

with calling a new Rector.

Now in the interest of full disclosure, I

have to tell you that the surplus came more

from our reduced expenses from not paying a

Rector for four months rather than because

we gave too much – can we give “too much?”

Father Walt is on board and settling in as

well.

The Vestry has also selected our St.

Stephen’s Rector Interview Committee and

they have already met several times putting

together the information we will need to pre-

sent ourselves to potential candidates. We

will be able to use much of their work to at-

tract new members as well.

As you can see we as a parish have accom-

plished a lot this past year. However, with

Jonathan’s retiring and Pastor Manisha’s ac-

cepting a call to another church, a few of us

are concerned about whether St. Stephen’s

will be able to “hold things together.”

I’ve heard people say things are starting to

fall apart, or that we are beginning to drift.

These feelings are a normal reaction and part

of the grieving process. But if we look around

us, at the vitality of our programs and minis-

tries, we should quickly realize that we are

more than OK.

Jonathan and Pastor Manisha left because

God called them away. God obviously has a

plan for us too, and it certainly isn’t to fall

apart or drift. I am both optimistic and excited

about our future. I see this as a time of en-

gagement and growth, a time of focus and

purpose.

Father Jonathan and Pastor Manisha helped

us become stronger individuals and collec-

tively a strong parish. As Father Walt pointed

out, we are a Program Parish.

We the people are providing the strong

hands that are doing God’s work. WE are St.

Stephen’s! We

have every reason

to expect that we

will find fantastic

new clergy to help

us continue our

work as a vibrant,

welcoming, multi-

generational and Holy Household of God.

Fast Start
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Please join a remark-

able group—the St.

Stephen’s Choir

Choir Practice is on

Wednesdays from

7:30 to 9 pm.

Come and make a joy-

ful noise!

Around the Corner

Children one and all,

come to Children’s

Choir Practice right

after the 10 o’clock

service. See the

CORE for details.

March 3—Evening Prayer

Officiant—Deacon Liz

March 10— Eucharist Rite I

Officiant—Father John

March 17 - Eucharist Rite I

Officiant—Father Walt LaBatt

March 24 - Evening Prayer Rite I

Officiant—Deacon Liz

March 31 Eucharist—Rite I

Officiant— Father Jim Maxwell

Come One Come all

Irish Night is Coming!

Mark your calendar’s!
On Saturday, March 17, promptly at 5:30 pm,
we have the St. Stephen’s Annual Irish Night

Pot Luck Dinner!

Stay tuned for more details!

Irish Night

Service Schedule

My experience has been that I feel unset-

tled when I don’t feel connected or informed.

If you are feeling a bit of anxiety, or a little

adrift, please come to

someone on the vestry or

our Clergy and talk about

it. And get involved! Be-

ing an active participant in

our Household is the best way to “plug in.”

Your new Vestry will meet the end of this

month to put together the plan for this year.

We have several new initiatives we hope to

turn in to ministries and still much that we be-

gan last year to finish.

Please join in and help us all do God’s work.

Rejoice that we have been made strong and

that together we can, and will, keep getting

stronger spiritually and in our service to God.

Peace,

Dave Stein

Sr. Warden

Fast Start- cont.

The Reading of the Psalms

We are all used to reading the Psalms

together. This year, during Lent, we

are going to read it responsively.

We read the Psalms responsively in part to

feel more connected to one another, and to

God. Many of the Psalms were written as a

responsive poems or songs. Both in lament-

ing and in praising.

As the Eucharist Minister will announce,

the reading of the Psalms be done on an al-

ternating verse basis. So the Lay Reader will

read verse 1, the congregation will respond

with verse 2 and so on.
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From the Family

This year’s Lenten bible study will be on

The Book of Genesis. I will be using The

Efird Bible Study DVD to help me facilitate.

Continuing the study, March dates are the

6th, 15th, 20th, 27th, and April 3.

The time will be from 7 - 9 in the Bishop

Emrich Room.

You will note most are on Tuesday nights

except the 1st one on 2/23 and the 4th one

on 3/15 which are Thursday nights, which

were shifted do to Vestry commitments.

Please plan on attending.

Scott Armstrong

Lenten Bible Study

While it may seem like an eternity since

we've seen Jonathan move into retire-

ment, we are actually a bit "ahead of track"

versus the traditional Diosecan timeline. It

is always recommended that a parish take a

good deal of time after the exit of a key posi-

tion before starting on the formal track for

finding a replacement. We have now moved

past the waiting period and are busy taking

action.

Your search com-

mittee has recently

completed several

very important tasks

aimed at providing the

necessary "help

wanted" information

for publication to ordained candidates around

the country.

An important step in preparing this mate-

rial included articulating a great deal about

who we are as a Church community and what

we might be looking for in a new Rector.

A look at our St. Stephen's website will give

one a very good understanding of how we are

attempting to present ourselves to potential

candidates. We know that potential candi-

dates will utilize our website for information

about us, and are pleased to have used this as

an platform to showcase who we are to all

interested parties.

The next steps in the process will see our

information flowing out to a sort of "e har-

mony/ classified ad " system that works to

help align clergy with potential openings. We

will need to allow time (roughly 8 weeks) for

the matching to work through the system

which includes time for candidates to self-

select and prepare information for us.

Shortly thereafter, we'll have resumes

available and the work of evaluating, screen-

ing, and interviewing will start.

We will be looking at candidates from all

over the country (maybe hemisphere?) so

some pieces of the timeline may take longer-

than-desired for something as simple as logis-

tics!

At this point, we are optimistic that our

progress will continue to align with our goal to

have a terrific fit for St. Stephen's that's here

by the Fall.

Rick Spina

The Search Continues

Our greatest weak-

ness lies in giving up.

The more certain way

to succeed is always

to try just one more

time

Thomas A. Edison

Giving Up
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Under the Dogwood

Please check the website for the most up-to-

date calendar of events

www.ststephenstroy.org

In the next months at the Sunday services,

you will hear several parishioners speak

about what they hope happens for our

Household of God in 2012. They will be an-

ticipating the changes in store for St.

Stephen's as we call a new rector to walk with

us in our mission to:

SING OUT for God,

REACH OUT to the World,

CRY OUT among Friends,

FIND OUT about a Life of Faith, and some-

times

BURST OUT Laughing.

All in the name of Jesus Christ.

-Amen

Karen Morley

Singing Out

In the beginning, which occurred near the

start, there was nothing but God, darkness

and some gas. The Bible says, “the Lord thy

God is one’, but I think He must be a lot older

than that. Anyway, God said, “Give me a

light!’ and someone did. Then God made the

world. He split the Adam and made Eve.

Adam and Eve were naked, but they were-

n’t embarrassed, because mirrors hadn’t been

invented yet. Adam and Eve disobeyed God

by eating one bad apple, so they were driven

from the Garden of Eden. Not sure what they

were driving though, because they didn’t have

cars.

Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated

his brother as long as he was Abel. Pretty

soon, all of the early people died off, except

for Methuselah, who lived to be like a million

or something.

One of the next important people, was

Noah, who was a good guy, but one of his kids

was kind of a ham. Noah built a large boat

and put his family and some animals on it. He

asked other people to join him, but they said

they would have to take a rain check.

The Bible – Explained by Kids

IntheBeginning

Generosity is not giv-

ing me that which I

need more than you

do, but it is giving me

that which you need

more than I do.

Kahlil Gibran

Giving To



March 2012: St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 5500 N. Adams Rd., Troy, MI 48098 6

Storytellers

Liz Sinkovich is the

Storyteller. Call,

write or email her

with your stories:

story@ststephenstroy.

org

Stories are the vehi-

cles that God uses to

tell of His work in our

community and in our-

selves. It is how we

connect and know one

another.

When Pastor Manisha

left, her wish was

that we continue our

Partnership with

Grace in Action.

Pastor John Cum-

mings has given us a

story about the paint-

ing on the wall. In it,

he talks about the

conflict of living in

two worlds, and the

way the youth have

expressed it, as well

as the gifts this pro-

ject brought to the

community.

What we do matters!
E-Mail Update

I f you have not be receiving e-mails from the St.
Stephen’s chain, we may not have the correct

e-mail. Please send the correct e-mail to

ststephenschain@gmail.com to start receiving e-
mail messages for JOY, NEWS, CONCERN and
COMING EVENTS.

I t all started when we made an announce-

ment at one of our open mic nights that we

wanted to create a youth-driven and youth-

envisioned mural. We asked youth to draw

images of what messages they wanted to con-

vey to their neighborhood. We were amazed

at the detail and passion behind those initial

images that we got back - hands, a beautiful

tree, a bridge, etc.

We called those first youth together to be-

gin designing the mural, meeting at the local

community center at Clark Park. A local art

teacher, Eva Leventer, heard about what we

were doing, and got really excited about it.

She volunteered her time to work with the

youth on designing the mural.

Then a high school art teacher from west-

ern high school got wind of our project too,

and soon she was volunteering her time after

school as well. It quickly became a project

that the larger community felt ownership over.

After creating the design for the mural, we

moved our operation to a the space of a local

after-school program at Latino Family Services,

a local non-profit that was excited about our

vision and was willing to donate a wall for us

to create the mural on.

The youth quickly took ownership of the

space, making it their own. We became not

just an after-school art project, but a commu-

nity as well.

When one youth or another ran into hard

times or a difficult situation, we would all join

together in supporting and encouraging that

person. All the youth involved became good

friends through this project.

After about 8 months in the making, we

finished the mural in December of 2011. The

message of the mural is about embracing your

culture, heritage, and personal story.

The youth created an image of Mexico on

one side, and an image of Detroit on the other,

with a large tree sprouting up in between. In

the branches of the tree are little children.

This image conveys the combination of two

worlds in our neighborhood - Latin America

and Detroit - and how the new generation

growing up here is caught between those two

worlds, with one foot in each as they develop

their own identity.

On Friday, April 13th, there will be an

opening in which the youth will present their

work to the larger community. Look for more

information on time and place!

Pastor John Cummings

The Wall
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ReachingOut
March

Birthdays

Verna Barr ..........................3

Cheryl Walter...................5

Patrick Roberts................5

Elizabeth Roberts ..........6

Payton El-Zoghby............6

Richard Lowery................8

Harvey Pennington..........9

Margaret Brandon..........9

Judy McQuiston..............9

Bryan El-Zoghby..............9

Gayle Williams.................12

Marne Prouty...................12

Michelle Pickering.........13

Patrick Wojas .................14

Renee Hatt.......................14

Justin Beal........................14

Alexandra Morley.........14

Trish Collins......................16

Mary Boldt........................18

Ed DeCiantis.....................18

Jane Frank........................19

William Wolf....................19

Kimberly Mann................19

Georgiana Badalow ......20

Quin VanAmberg..........20

Alice Brandon..................21

Cindy Bailey .....................22

Nancy Konas....................24

Genevieve Latkowski..24

William Martin...............25

Ray Miller..........................26

Lucas Allen.......................26

Matthew Redfield.......26

Gwen Kirby.......................27

Mary Bishop ....................27

Diana Karlsson................27

Jackie Ingersoll............29

Tobin Smith.....................29

Andrew Hicks.................29

Caroline Gratsch...........29

Barry Davenport...........30

Amanda Morello............30

Lynn Nunn..........................31

Martha Szott..................31

Suzanne O’Hara.............31

Andrew Pierce ................31

Jacob Pincura..................31

Jessie Pincura.................31

By the Numbers Auction Results

$110
Amount collected for rebuilding the cathedral

in Haiti

300 +
Number of boxtops

400 +
Number of Campbell soup labels collected

last year for Troy Schools class enrichment -

field trips, guest speakers and scholarships

The J2A Pilgrims would like to thank the

entire parish for their most generous sup-

port of the recent auction.

Not only was over $5500 raised to help

make our Pilgrimage this summer a reality, but

it was also a truly joyful event.

Bless you all for yet another expression of

your continued love for your parish youth.

Peace,

Ken Fuhr

Last year, the St. Stephen’s youth at Vaca-

tion Bible School made backpacks for

Grace in Action. The backpacks were given

out at the beginning of the school year to

families who were especially in need of

school supplies.

This helped kids who really needed them

to have pencils and notebooks to start the

school year with. We had one of our biggest

Sunday gatherings EVER when we gave out

those backpacks.

Pastor John Cummings
Grace In Action

Late but not Forgotten

The fundraising effort continues in earnest

to support he reconstruction of the Ca-

thedral. By the end of 2011 supporters from

92 dioceses had raised $1.5 million through

parish fundraisers, walk-a-thons, mini-

campaigns, and small grants applications.

Benefiting from the Diocese of Haiti’s work

on financial accountability, the campaign has

attracted support

through the Easter

season of 2012 as

plans for rebuilding

the heart of the Epis-

copal Church in Haiti begin to take shape.

The request for proposal was sent to the

prospective architects on December 9, 2011,

with a date due in early January,2012. The

effort hopes to have an architect on board in

the winter of 2012, to commence the design

process.

The Episcopal News Service

The Bricks
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We Ask Your Prayers for...
Prayer Concerns

Dan Helmer Larson

Bob Goll Mike O’Neill

Mary Ann Hayden Ann Wagner

Pat Hill Jane Young

Continuing Prayers
Allen Alberti Pat Look
Ola Bell Lucille Makarov
Steven Bell Patty McKibben
Murray Brown Albertine Mosier
Dale Brown Fred Munchinger
Mary Lou Bryson MJ Ogden
Lyndel Crater Vivian Parent
Jane Darr Dianne Parker
Jack Dillon Bill Paton
Cathlynn Duncan Barb Paton
Marilyn Elwarner Parker Pavloff
Betty Feighner Cathy Pera
Deacon Liz Forrest Ryan Pote
Rose Fragnoli Charles Saylor
Harold Golding Tom Schutz
John Good Meg Schwedler
Norma Gormly Ivy Sloss
Jeffrey Gross John Spates
Alcia Haines Charles Sternberg
Donald Harris Kay Sternberg
Jill Heist Greg Thompson
Alan Hicks Linda Thorten
Brian Hicks Emily Tuchek
Claudine Hoppen Penny Vannelli
Connie Jose Lynn
Bob Ketterer Jean
Ed Kliess Christopher
Collin Kratzer Rachel
Donald Ledford

Those in the Armed Services
Stephen Armstrong—Nephew of Phil & Linda Pierce

Rachel Barton—Granddaughter of Jane & Harry Frank

Jason Demattia—Known to Kathy Davis

Andrew Fielder—Grandson of Davis Fielder

Thomas Frydrych—Son-in-law of Rob & Amy Redmer

Kyle Hoffman- Known to Joe & Jan Hopper

Ian Hotton– Grandson of Randy Hotton

Peter Hughes—Cousin of Nancy Papet

Robert Johnstone—Known to Alaina Nunn

Michael Kohn—Known to Norma Ross

Ryan Kasky - Grandson of Larry & Lynn Nunn

Zach Larson—Friend of Mark Pierce

Stephen L’Hommedieu—Godson of Phil & Linda Pierce

Nick Limauro—Friend of Phil & Linda Pierce

Nathan Madak - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

David Mentier - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

Sarah Peacock—Niece of Linda Pierce

Kyle Rogowski—Nephew of Ken & Kris Fuhr

Joshua Spates - Son of John & Miranda Spates

Neil Taitt—Friend of Nancy Papet

Alex Wade—Nephew of Debbie Sloan

Taylor Ward - Son of Kevin & Carol Ward

These Parish Families
3/4 Lou & Karen Mirzoian

Joe & Karen Mollahan
3/11 Joann Morelli

Dave, Betsy, Amanda, Alaina & Zachary
Morello

3/18 Joan, Elizabeth & Robert Morgan
John, Karen, Alex & TJ Morley

3/25 Ann, Sarah & Kristopher Mortensen
Albertine Mosier

4/1 Alice & Carolyn Moss
Brad, Kylene & Kristine Munn

The Departed

March

Anniversaries

Joe & Jan

Hopper...........................9

John & Karen

Morley......................... 21

Ronny & Silvia

Karlsson......................25

Bruce & Jamie

Spivey..........................28

Tom & Marilyn

Borowski ....................30

John & Debbie

Pincura ........................ 31

Lisa Morelli

Niece of Joann Morelli.
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How to Contact Us
Church Office: (Open 9:30-1:30 weekdays)

Tel: 248-641-8080 Fax: 248-641-8067

Cathy Hoffman, Administrator

Kathryn Hassel, Administrative Assistant

Gretchen Waters, Office Assistant

office@ststephenstroy.org

Fr. Walt LaBatt, Interim Priest

ecinterim@aol.com

Dave Stein, Senior Warden

dcs53td@gmail.com

The Rev. Jim Maxwell, Retired Priest in Residence

jimmardi@wowway.com

The Rev. Liz Forest, Deacon

deacon@ststephenstroy.org

Ken Fuhr—Youth Director

youthdirector@ststephenstroy.org

Ray Aiello, Sexton

bldg-mgr@ststephenstroy.org

David Williams, Treasurer

Cathy Hoffman, Assistant to the Treasurer

treasurer@ststephenstroy.org

Church Website: John Morley, Webmaster

www.ststephenstroy.org (password: coffeehour)

The Witness, Liz Sinkovich, Editor

witness@ststephenstroy.org

E-mail, bring to church or fax: 248-641-8067

St. Stephen’s Episcopal

Church
5500 North Adams Road

Troy, MI 48098

Please remember St. Stephen’s in your will

Change Service Requested

Dated Material

MARCH 2012

Weekly Services:

Sat. 4:30 p.m.

Eucharist or Evening Prayer for All Ages

Sun., 8 a.m.

Early Eucharist

Sun, 10 a.m.

Eucharist, with music, Nursery

If you have e-mail, you can receive our newsletter faster! Please send your

e-mail address to office@ststephenstroy.org. Thank you in advance for

helping us with our continued effort to.....THINK GREEN!


