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The
Rambling

Rector

Economic recovery is on

everyone’s mind these

days, especially here in

Michigan. For Chris-

tians, recovery is a

process that pre-dates

our present crises by

more than 2000 years.

At St. Stephen’s we

seek to support one

another in recovering

from recession, depres-

sion, division, denial,

disenchantment, and all

other manifestations of

sin and death. We do

this by singing out,

laughing often, crying

together, reaching out

beyond our own walls,

and learning what it

means to be a disciple of

Jesus Christ in our own

time and place. Join us

in celebrating “tradition

with humanity and

humor.”

The kingdom of God is not limited to the

church, but the church is a place where one

ought to expect the kingdom of God to manifest

itself “on earth as it is in heaven,” at least

occasionally. If that never seems to happen

around your church, perhaps you ought to look

for a new one!

But it does happen, as we saw at “Sexton

and the City,” the retirement-party celebration for

Miranda Spates, St. Stephen’s Sexton for last

22 years. One attribute of God’s hidden king-

dom is surprise, and Miranda was plenty

surprised to see The Rev. Nancy McGrath

Green, Rector at St. Stephen’s when Miranda’s

tenure began!

From her friend Debbie Wollard we learned

how Miranda finds spiritual strength through the

Women’s Wilderness Retreats they have co-led

over the past several years.

From Nancy Irey-Sams we heard how

“through Miranda I knew that God was going to

take care of me, even when I was feeling

abandoned by God.” In a letter from Joy James

Williams we were told that “because of my

relationship with Miranda, often I have been

taken completely out of my comfort zone,

exposed to trails and hikes instead of silk

sheets and warm baths!”

Finally, a letter was read from Michael

Carroll, who is known to many at St. Stephen’s

and is currently incarcerated. Michael wrote:

“I met Miranda in 1998. I believe that it was

the best year of my life…because…she started

helping me get my beliefs and actions in line

with the Lord…I have since come to love my

dialogue with God, and I am blessed being one

with him. For it is in my conversations with God

that I find the Divine within me, and begin to see

it within all others.”

Thus were we privileged to celebrate the

ministry of this outstanding servant of God. Yet

the most amazing thing is that there are many

“Miranda’s” among us, and Miranda will not

mind at all my saying that “Sexton in the City”

was as much their party as it was hers.

Love

RamblingaroundtheKingdom
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Around the Parish

June
Lectionary

June 6 - Pentecost 2

1 Kings 17: 8-16 (17-24)

Psalm 146 or

1 Kings 17: 17-24

Psalm 30

Gal 1: 11-24

Luke 7: 11-17

June 13 - Pentecost 3

1 Kings 21: 1-10 (11-14),

15-21A

Psalm 5: 1-8 or

2 Sam 11: 26-12:10, 13-

15

Psalm 32

Gal 2: 15-21

Luke 7: 36 - 8:3

June 20 - Pentecost 4

1 Kings 19: 1-4, (5-7), 8-

15A

Psalm 42 and 43 or

Isiah 65: 1-9

Psalm 22: 18-27

Gal 3: 23-29

Luke 8: 26-39

June 27 - Pentecost 6

2 Kings 2: 1-2, 6-14

Psalm 77: 1-2, 11-20 or

1 Kings 19: 15-16, 19-21

Psalm 16

Gal 5: 1, 13-25

Luke 9: 51-62

We are called in many ways. Some

callings are cryptic, or low whispers of

wind that are hard to hear. Few will be clearer

than this one.

St. Stephen’s has a rich history, a rich

present, and every reason to expect a rich

future. We have found our Archivist’ — some-

one to keep track of records and memorabilia of

our past, and collect records of events as they

occur and become part of our history.

We have a plethora of videos, photos,

articles, relics and documents that are not well

organized. Phil Pierce and

John Morley have graciously

volunteered to catalog what we

have and organize it to facilitate

its use. They will ensure we are

capturing a record of ongoing

events in an organized way. In addition to

performing a vital function for the Parish, I hope

that Phil and John will have fun doing it!

Called

Right after the Youth Sunday Service on

June 13, the annual St. Stephen’s church

picnic will be held on the church grounds.

Neither one should be missed. This isn’t your

grandma’s service, and the church picnic will be

fine fun with volleyball, the bouncy tent and

great food to be had.

Don’t forget to sign up in the gathering area!

Picnic - June 13

Confirmed

Our heartfelt congratulations and “Hallejuhah!”

for our newest confirmed members of the

Church:

Matt Benes

Courtney Bialowas

Kalie Collins

Brent Fragnoli

Jimmy McQuiston

TJ Otoo

Geena Pickering

Stephanie Pickering

Lindsay Podsiadlik

Evan Sparrow

Simon Trask

Hannah Ward

Bishop Wendell Gibbs laid hands on them on May

15th, at St. John’s Episcopal Church, Royal Oak,

during a wonderful service. Thanks to their spon-

sors: Cindy Bailey, Alan Giles and Jeanne Blythe.

Chosen

Brent Fragnoli was chosen out of a national

search to attend the Trinity Lutheran

Seminary Sampler this summer. For 3 weeks,

he will live with other rising high school seniors

and experience life in an intentional Christian

community and attend

classes with teachers who

teach future Lutheran

pastors. We are so proud

of Brent for achieving this!

Many thanks to his Sunday

School teacher, Alan Giles,

for sponsoring him.

Many thanks,

Don Ingersoll
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COME SING WITH

US!

Adult Choir

Wednesdays at 7:15

p.m

Something More

This year, you can

request a grant for

them from your church!

Fill out a grant request

form (available online or

in the office) and help

your organization that

does good work in the

world! Questions? Ask

Pastor Manisha or

Deacon Liz

Have a
Favorite
Charity?

EarthDay

The SWAT Team (Stewardship, Wisdom,

Action & Teaching) sponsored the Fellow-

ship Hour on Sunday, April 18, 2010 in honor of

the 40th anni- versary of Earth

Day. We felt this fit right in

to our mission of seeking

ways we can be good

stewards of the resources

God has given us. We tried to

produce as little leftovers (bags of trash) as

possible, and sought ways we could create

some abundance from our time together.

A white board was set up and people of St.

Stephen’s were encouraged to write their ideas

for ways we could all be more conscious about

being “green”. The following is the list pro-

duced from that effort:

• Use the backside of computer printer

paper for scratch note pads

• Use the backside of computer printer

paper for printing additional documents

where they are being used at home or as

drafts

• Cut used paper and Christmas cards into

1/4s and use the backside for note pads

• Bring your own coffee cup to fellowship

hour (I do)

• Change to fluorescent light bulbs

• Don’t turn on all the lights

• Shut off the water while not using

• Sign up for The Witness via e mail

• Wipe down the plastic tablecloths, let

them dry, then fold them, so they can be

used over and over.

• Try out our fancy dishwasher next time

you host coffee hour; use the ceramic

coffee cups instead of Styrofoam.

We will keep this list and keep adding to it

as we receive ideas. If you have any more

thoughts, send it to the SWAT Team

(sjose48@yahoo.com) and we will keep this

list growing and sharing with everyone. Thanks

for your contributions!

The SWAT Team

WalkMS

What an amazing weekend May 1 and 2nd

this was! I planned to participate with

Team St. Stephen’s in walking to raise funds for

this devastating disease affecting thousands of

us in Michigan, myself included. And then the

date was set for the retirement celebration for

Miranda and Heritage Sunday with the Reverend

Nancy McGrath spending the

weekend at my home, and my

husband, Richard, going on a

golf weekend with a few other

guys (2 of whom were also

members of Team St. Stephen’s). So suddenly I

realized I would be doing a “virtual” walk and

waiting until next year to finish the final section

of the 3-mile MS Walk in Troy.

It certainly did seem strange to be doing this

Walk from afar. Knowing Richard would be gone

for the weekend, the offer from Jen Hatchett to

slow her pace with son (and our godson)

Quentin in a stroller to have me walk with them

touched my heart. (I need a hand of some sort

to walk any distance.) Before realizing it was a

scheduling conflict, several people showed

concern for my well-being because I was not

walking.

And then came the clash of thunder. As I

rose, a bit earlier than usual, to arrive at St.

Stephen’s to help prepare for Heritage Sunday’s

Fellowship Hour, I heard the nearby booms. The

storms prevented everyone from walking. So,

many members of Team St. Stephen’s returned

to church to hear our previous rector preach a

powerful sermon that referenced the Bible

readings as well as St. Stephen’s historical

activities to reach out and include everyone.

The support of love, concern, prayers and

financial donations demonstrate St. Stephen’s

continues to be the loving parish it has always

been. You are amazing. You helped me raise

over $1200 and Team St. Stephen’s to raise over

$2000. One day a cure will be found so others

– and their families – will not be affected by this

dreadful disease. Team St. Stephen’s thanks

you. . I thank you
.With much appreciation,

~Diane Kenefic
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Liz Sinkovich is the

Storyteller. Call, write

or email her with your

stories:

story@ststephenstroy.

org

Stories are the

vehicles that God uses

to tell of His work in

our community and in

ourselves. It is how

we connect and know

one another.

How has God worked in

your life during the

past year. It’s been a

tough one for many of

us. And many have

shared part of their

journey. Do you have

a story to tell. Let

me know at

story@ststephenstroy.org

or at

witness@ststephenstroy.org

In it’s place, Deane

Blythe has an article

about who we want to

be as a church

What we do matters!

More News
WebSiteQuery

Dear Parishioners:

Please help us think. The

Information and Communi-

cation Committee seeks to

facilitate getting useful informa-

tion to you and to members of

the public who might be interested in joining us.

One way we do this is via our website,

www.ststephenstroy.org.

Since human endeavors can always be

improved, webmaster John Morley and I are

asking you to please take a few minutes to

check out the website and let us know your

thoughts. Explore the menu items listed along

the left margin. Remember, the password is

“coffeehour”

Does it have information that is useful to

you? What is it?

Would it be helpful to you if it had informa-

tion that isn’t currently there? What is it?

Was it easy to find things and move around

the site?

Do you generally check out the site? What

for? If not, why?

If you used the site when seeking informa-

tion about churches to consider attending, how

did our site compare to others you looked at?

Did others have useful information or features we

might wish to employ? What was good about

ours and what could be improved?

Please let us know. Send us an email or

see us during fellowship hour on May 16th. The

Committee is hosting fellowship hour, and we

will have a table set up where you can share

your thoughts on this or any related topics. Our

email addresses are:

webmaster@ststephenstroy.org and

clerk@ststephenstroy.org

Thanks in advance for helping us to serve

you better.

Sincerely

Don Ingersoll

John Morley

Deane Blythe

Jr. Warden and Co-Chair, Finance Committee

April Financial Report

- St. Stephens is running a $15,600 deficit

(expenses over revenue) for the first four months

of 2010.

- Total revenues for the period are $19,600

less than was budgeted for 2010.

- Based on current trends, there will be a

$34,000 shortfall in parish giving to budget at

year end.

I am less concerned about the actual deficit

than the year-to-date and full year projected

revenue shortfalls. Historically, the Vestry and

Finance Committee have taken measures to

balance spending with revenue and St. Stephens

generally ends the calendar year at something

approaching breakeven.

However, this budget balancing process is

the reason I am most concerned about the

forecasted shortfall in parish giving. We balance

our books by further reducing expenses, particu-

larly in ministries and programs where spending

can be more variable. Unfortunately, those

ministries, like Youth Programs, Outreach, Adult

Education and Communications, are the es-

sence of our collective spiritual being and largely

define us as a Parish.

These programs need funding, without

which, they must be scaled back in the second

half of this year. This message isn’t about

insolvency, but rather, “what kind of church do

you want St. Stephens to be?” I believe that our

parishioners are seeking a home that offers

spiritual fulfillment, fellowship, opportunities for

service, Christian education, and programs for

their children. Certainly not a church that simply

pays its mortgage and staff, maintains the

building, and holds three services a week.

The bottom line is that St. Stephens needs

to increase parish giving by $600 to $700 per

week. That’s about $5 to $10 dollars per family.

In the case of the Blythe clan, that means fewer

lattes, and cancelling the subscription to the

newspaper we never find time to read.

“What kind of Church do you want?”
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Under the Dogwood

Please check the website for the most up-to-

date calendar of events

www.ststephenstroy.org

Please notify the

church office with

new employment

opportunities for

interested parishio-

ners.

office@ststephenstroy.org.

Or call 248-641-

8080.

Job Leads

AN INVITATION FROM LITURGICALPUBLICA-

TIONS is extended to any St. Stephen’s parish-

ioner who would like to advertise their business

on a monthly basis in The Witness. If you are

interested, please contact Larry Schroeder at

LPi, 586-979-4241, ext. 322, or

lschroeder@4LPi.com. Liturgical Publications

is now publishing The Witness and The Core

which will save St. Stephen’s significant printing

and paper costs.

Sextonand theCityRecap

“SEXTON & THE CITY” was held on May 1st to

celebrate Miranda Spates ministry and retirement.

Surprise guests included The Rev. NancyMcGrath,

former Rector of St. Stephen’s, Debbie Wollard,

colleague of Miranda’s in conducting “Women’s

Wilderness Retreats,” and a number of her sib-

lings and other relatives.

TheMirandaStone

Also at this event PLANS FOR A “MIRANDA

STONE”AND PRAYER CIRCLE were

revealed in honor of Miranda Spates’ retirement

after 22 years as “Sexton and Steward of God’s

House and People.”

Those words will be

inscribed on an ornamen-

tal stone eventually to be

placed in the center of a

brick and paving-stone

Prayer Circle located near

the woods and behind the

Parish Hall, and will serve

as a Thank Offering for

the many years of outstanding service that

Miranda Spates has provided this parish. It will

form part of the “Landscaping Master Plan”

adopted several years ago, and will reflect

Miranda’s deep spirituality and manifest love of

the outdoors.

The cost of installing the

Prayer Circle is estimated

at $5,000-10,000. A generous

and unexcted “on the spot” gift

of $5,000 will make it possible

to begin construction sooner

than expected, but there is still a need for

parishioners and friends of St. Stephen’s are

encouraged to make special pledges and gifts,

using a form and envelope that will be provided

to all parishioners and friends of St. Stephen’s.

Extra copies will be available in the Office.

The “Miranda Stone” will be dedicated and

installed temporarily at a ceremony during the

Annual Family Fun Day and Picnic on SUNDAY,

June 13.

All the events surrounding Miranda’s retire-

ment were planned and organized by St.

Stephen’s Transition Team, chaired by Penny

Piantedosi and members Phil Pierce, Linda

Pierce, Jonathan Sams+, Diane Kenefic, and

Anne Miller.

Biggby Coffee and

Habitat for Humanity

invite you to be part

of the perfect blend

for building community

in Oakland County.

This June, Biggby

Coffee will donate $2

to Habitat for

Humanity for every

bag of coffee you buy

or order.

Go to:

2937 Crooks

Rochester Hills, MI

48309

248-293-9730

ThePrayerCircle
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June
Birthdays

Reaching Out

Ruth Goulding ................... 1

Jonathan Sams ................. 1

John Horne ...................... 2

Gerald Sebrowski ............ 2

MaryBeth Beal ................ 2

Allyson Williams .............. 2

John Elder ....................... 2

Trevor Otoo .................... 4

Mary Jane Kerr .............. 7

Lisa Bialowas .................... 7

Brian Terlecky ................ 7

Kay Coran ......................... 8

Evan DeCiantis ................ 9

Hannah DeCiantis ............ 9

Miles Dostert .................. 9

Brendan Gerard .............. 9

Christian Przeslawski .... 11

John Morley .................. 12

Julie Redfield ................ 13

Emma Boldt .................... 13

Michael Milgie ................ 14

Michael McQuiston ....... 14

Stephen Goodwin .......... 14

Katherine Yant .............. 15

Bruce Dostert ............... 16

James Hunt .................... 16

Janet El-Zoghby ........... 17

Patrick McCoy ................ 17

Marlene Heberling ........ 18

Judith Caldwell .............. 19

Andrew Horne ............... 21

Jennifer Anderson .......23

Glenn Beal ......................24

Judy McClendon ...........25

Connie Jose ...................26

Joanna Horne ................26

Kristine Munn ................26

Kylene Munn ..................26

Liz Golding .....................27

Nathan Buller ................29

Sarah Mortensen ..........29

Garrett Fragnoli ............30

Thank you very much for all your hard work

on the blood drive! You did an amazing job,

and you are truly making a difference. Your

efforts saved many lives. Would you please

forward on our thank you to your blood drive

team, if you have one?

Below are the results from the drive:

The American Red Cross Blood Services

staff extends their heartfelt appreciation for your

efforts on behalf of the many patients whose

lives depend on the availability of blood products

in our community. Coordinating an American

Red Cross blood drive - and knowing you are

responsible for saving so many lives - makes

you an invaluable contributor in our community.

The results of the blood drive at St. Stephen

Episcopal Church on Monday, April 12, 2010 are

as follows:

GOAL: 23

30 whole blood units of lifesaving blood were

collected giving as many as 90 hospital patients

a chance to once again enjoy good health.

5 first time donors – Wonderful!

130% of goal - Outstanding!

Thank you very much for all your effort and

support.

BloodDriveSuccess

Sincerely,

Carmen Timm and Jessica Donat

To the wonderful people of St. Stephen’s:

Each year we host the homeless shelter at

our church home. This year South Oakland

Shelter will bring 40-50 people to live in our

church for a week. And there will be 75-100

volunteers to help. A HUGE thank you to John

Morley and Joan Morgan who have agreed to

lead the week (September 26 to October 3).

Apparently, they were crazy enough to volunteer

for this herculean, yet amazingly noble task.

Dear beloved of God,

On June 23, St. Stephen’s will be helping to

build a home for a family with a dream but

limited means.

We have pledged $5000 toward this beautiful

home, and have covered $1,600 of our commit-

ment. We need help! We still need $3400!

If we can get 1 person to give $500, 15

people to give $100, 20 people to give $50

and 16 people to give $25, we would meet our

needs.

So, can you give $500, $100, $50 or $25???

Checks to St. Stephen’s, memo “Habitat.”

E-givers simply need to indicate “Habitat” in the

Other funds categories.

Thanks be to God for your extreme generos-

ity to others.

Peace,

Pastor Manisha and Amy Redmer
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Vacation Bible School -Registration Form

EGYPT! Vacation Bible School 2010
For Entering Pre-K thru 6th Graders

St. Stephen s Episcopal Church, 5500 N.
Adams Road, Troy, MI

Sun, June 27-Wed, June 30
5:30-6:00PM Dinner

6:00-8:15PM VBS
Cost: $15 per child, includes music CD (check to St. Stephens Episcopal

Church- email Pastor Manisha to request scholarships!)

Parents & Guardians

Names:__________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

Home Phone ____________________________________

Cell Phone (s)_______________________________________________

E-mail: ____________________________________________________

Name of Child Entering Grade in Fall 2010 Age on June 27, Male or Female
1.
2.
3.
4.

Circle the days your child(ren) will be at VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
(NOTE: On Wed, June 30, all friends and family are invited for the BIG
SHOW at 8PM!)

1. ALL Sun, Jun 27 Mon, Jun 28 Tue, Jun 29 Wed, Jun 30

2. ALL Sun, Jun 27 Mon, Jun 28 Tue, Jun 29 Wed, Jun 30

3. ALL Sun, Jun 27 Mon, Jun 28 Tue, Jun 29 Wed, Jun 30

4. ALL Sun, Jun 27 Mon, Jun 28 Tue, Jun 29 Wed, Jun 30

Mail to: St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 5500 N. Adams Road, Troy, MI 48098 or place in offering

plate. Call Church office (248) 641-8080 with questions or email Pastor Manisha

(associate@ststphenstroy.org).

Adults: Enjoy dinner with your children and stay for an exciting Adult Faith Event each night!

Allergies/Med Info/Other(use back, if needed)
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June

Anniversaries

We Ask Your Prayers for...

Those in the Armed Services

These Parish Families

The Departed

Members

Ava Lee Addington Barb Lehti

Mary Lou Bryson Pat Look

Harold Golding Albertine Mosier

Joe Hopper Jack & Judy Mulcahy

Steve Kirby Mike O’Neill

Carlyn Klein Charles Saylor

Family & Friends

Hugh Bandsuch Lyle Jarvis

Mary Bandsuch Cynthia Johnston

Matt Bandsuch Steve Johnston

Susan Barrows Lucille Makarov

Timothy Bennett Patty McKibben

Gloria Bober Stephen McKibben

Jacob Boldt Don Mirzoian

Michael Carroll MJ Ogden

June Caulfield Mary Olson

Anne Coffman Robin Raybould

Nancy Dickens Violet Raybould

Cathlynn Duncan Mike Resnick

Betty Feighner Don Saylor

Brandon Gage Chris Slezak

John Good John Spates

Dillan Heybour Steve Warbington

Claudine Hoppen Mike

Robert James

Bob Church - Husband of Isabel, father of James & Katelyn

Kyle Hoffman- Known to Joe & Jan Hopper

Ian Hotton

Ryan Kasky - Grandson of Larry & Lynn Nunn

Nathan Madak - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

David Mentier - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

Brian Papet - Son of Bruce & Nancy Papet

Joshua Spates - Son of John & Miranda Spates

Taylor Ward - Son of Kevin & Carol Ward

6/6 Sharon Sands

Sathi & Janet Satyanathan

6/13 Charles & Vickie Saylor

James & Sheryl Schmidt

6/20 Kristin, Abagail & Nathan Schreck

Jerry & Katherine Sebrowski

6/27 Ken Shipman

Larry & Liz Sinkovich, Amy & Emma

Boldt

7/4 Helen Slater

Chuck Smith

FlorenceAgajeenian

Member of St. Stephen’s

Adian Look

Friend of Sandy & Mary Boldt

Jane Kusser

Friend of Alice Brandon

Carter Kentner

Known to Vickie Saylor

Father Bob Whitaker

Priest in Diocese of Michigan

Anne Clark

Aunt of Larry Sinkovich

Mike & Katie

Sebolewski .............. 2

Greg & Jennifer

Anderson .................. 3

Peter & Ruth

Goulding ................... 3

Kevin & Carolyn

Ward ........................ 8

Colin & Kathy

Davis ....................... 11

Bob & Donna

Brokenshire ............ 18

Larry & Lynn

Nunn ....................... 18

Glenn & MaryBeth

Beal ......................... 19

Jerry & Kathy

Sebrowski ............... 19

Sandy& Mary

Boldt ...................... 20

John & Marty

Laymac ................... 20

Rich & Lisa

Bialowas ................ 24

Paul & Melissa

Hardy ..................... 24

Bryan & Janet

El-Zoghby .............. 25

Lee & Ginny

Bennett .................. 26

Harold & Liz

Golding ................... 27

Jack & Marge

Dillon ..................... 30

Dave & Jill

Stein ...................... 30
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How to Contact Us
Church Office: (Open 9:30-1:30 weekdays)

Tel: 248-641-8080 Fax: 248-641-8067

Cathy Hoffman, Administrator

Gretchen Waters, Administrative Assistant

Kathryn Hassel, Office Assistant

office@ststephenstroy.org

The Rev. Jonathan Sams, Rector

rector@ststephenstroy.org

The Rev.Manisha Dostert, Associate Rector

Cell: 919-880-0506

associate@ststephenstroy.org

The Rev. Liz Forest, Deacon

deacon@ststephenstroy.org

Miranda Spates, Sexton

sexton@ststephenstroy.org

Dave Stein Treasurer

Cathy Hoffman, Assistant to the Treasurer

treasurer@ststephenstroy.org

Church Website: John Morley, Webmaster

www.ststephenstroy.org (password: coffeehour)

The Witness, Liz Sinkovich, Editor

witness@ststephenstroy.org

E-mail, bring to church or fax: 248-641-8067

Weekly Services:

Sat. 4:30 p.m.

Eucharist for All Ages

Sun., 8 a.m.

Early Eucharist

..............................................................

Sun, 10 a.m.

Eucharist, with music, Nursery

St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Church

5500 North Adams Road

Troy, MI 48098

Please remember St. Stephen’s in your will

Change Service Requested

Dated Material

JUNE 2010

If you have e-mail, you can receive our newsletter faster! Please send your

e-mail address to office@ststephenstroy.org. Thank you in advance for

helping us with our continued effort to.....THINK GREEN!


