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An Interim

Moment

Life is all about change
and growth. People
come and people go.
Life changes, our jobs
change, our families
change, our children
grow. Our parish lead-
ership may change,
but what always re-
mains the same is that
all of us are part of
God’s family.

Here is where we jour-
ney together and
know one another.
Here is where we
laugh and cry to-
gether. Here is where
we celebrate and
mourn together. Here
is where we are known
by the One who
“created us and
through whom we
have our being.” Here
is where we are al-
ways welcome.

Chinese symbol for love

I see stewardship as a two-part proposition.
There is the need of the church for money

to carry out its programs. And there is the
theology that says in all our living we belong
to God and stewardship begins with our rela-
tionship with God. This article is about the
spiritual part of stewardship.

At the 8 am service when I receive the of-
fering, I use the words: “All things come of
thee, O God, and of thine own have we given
thee.” At 10 am we sing the doxology:
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow…”
They both express the idea that all we have
we have received from God.

This idea is, as the phrase has it, ‘deeply
counter-cultural.’ We live in a society where
we are taught explicitly and implicitly that to
be truly human
is to be self-
sufficient, inde-
pendent, pro-
tective, com-
petitive, ac-
quisitive, accu-
mulative, a consumer. If you pay money you
should get something. Our spirit is nourished
and our worth is measured by what we pos-
sess.

This is what our culture teaches us, this is
what our world looks like according to the
television and movies.

If we pay attention in church, we know
instinctively that there is something wrong
with this picture. Yet the idea is so pervasive
that we find ourselves taking it into consid-

eration when we make decisions about what
to do with our time and our money. Many of
us have serious calls on those resources, our
time and our treas-
ure.

We may have
slender resources,
serious illnesses,
children in school and/or saving for an uncer-
tain future to consider. And as I noted, our
culture teaches us to think of our needs first.
There are tough choices to consider.

Our church teaches us, it should be teach-
ing us, that these decisions also have to do
with our faith, our relationship to God. Our
faith teaches that our needs include a need to
show our thankfulness for what God has done
for us. Even if our church had all the money it
could possibly use (it doesn’t) we have a need
to give for the building up of God’s Kingdom.
Giving back for all the blessings of our life is
part of our faith, an important part.

Peace

Father Walt+

A Stewardship Moment
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Around the Parish

July

Lectionary

July 1—Pentecost 5
2 Sam 1:1, 17-27
Psalm 130

or

Wis of Sol 1:13-15, 2

23-34

Lam 3: 21-33

or

Psalm 30

2 Cor 8: 7-15

Mark 5: 21-43

July 8– Pentecost 6
2 Sam 5:1-5, 9-10

Psalm 48

Or

Ez 2: 1-50

Psalm 125

2 Cor 12: 2-10

Mark 6: 1-13

July 15—Pentecost 7
2 Sam 6:1-5, 12B-19

Psalm 24

or

Amos 7: 7/15

Psalm 85

2 Cor 12: 2-10

Mark 6: 1-13

July 22—Pentecost 8
2 Sam 7: 1-14a

Psalm 89: 20-37

or

Jer 23: 1-6-16

Psalm 23

or

Jer 23: 1-6

Psalm 23

Eph 2: 11-22

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

July 29—Pentecost 9
2 Sam 11: 1-15

Psalm 14

Or

2 Kings 4: 42-44

Psalm 145: 10-19

Eph 3: 14-21

John 6: 1-21

RICHARD & MARY LATHROP

Richard attended his first service with us on
Ash Wednesday and has been a regular 10 am
Service attendee ever since! He
and his wife, Mary, were long
time members of the St. John’s
parish in Royal Oak.

They recently moved from
their home in Berkley into an
apartment in Troy for easier ac-
cessibility and maintenance. The
Lathrop’s already knew several St. John’s
‘alumni’ members of our congregation. In
fact, Richard used to sing duets with Ken Ship-
man.

KRISTI, DAVE, GILLIAN & MOLLY GRUBB

The Grubb family was welcomed into our
St. Stephen’s Household of God on Sunday,
May 20th. Kristi enjoys reading, entertaining,
and spending time with friends and family and
works hard on the home-front raising their
two girls.

Dave is a CPA and enjoys golf and hockey.
Gillian (9) enjoys writing stories, swimming,
and being outdoors. Molly (5) likes to dance
and to go to the park. Some of their favorite
places to vacation are, of course, up north and
Lake Michigan, as well as Cape Cod, Maine,
and Hilton Head. However, if you ask the girls,
they would say Disney World.

Kristi writes that some of
her favorite church memo-
ries growing up were of pot
lucks and the sense of com-
munity she experienced.
She thanks the congrega-
tion for the warm welcome
and special recognition as
new church members. The
whole family feels very spe-
cial.

NANCY FISCHER

Nancy affirmed her membership in our par-
ish on May 20th and we are delighted to have
her join our family. Nancy is a retired guid-
ance counselor and worked for many years in
the Avondale district. The Ingersoll family
knows her quite well since she counseled their
children in their high school years.

Nancy also enjoys traveling as you can see
from the picture (Halifax, Nova Scotia and The
Grand Hotel – Mackinac Island). Nancy has
been attending our 10 am Sunday services –
look for her, introduce yourselves and extend
an invitation to our St. Stephen’s fellowship
and service activities!

Our travelling to see candidates "at home"
is on track and on budget. It is helping us

learn a lot. All is well! Our focus, now, is
squarely on selecting the best fit for us from
across our chosen small number of terrific can-
didates. We remain energized and appreciate
your patience, good thoughts, and prayers.

You are Welcome Here

Search Update

Rick Spina
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Please join a remark-

able group—the St.

Stephen’s Choir

Choir Practice is on

Wednesdays from

7:30 to 9 pm.

Come and make a joy-

ful noise!

More Around the Parish

St. Stephen’s accepts gifts of common
stock and certain other securities for both

its Endowment Fund and general operating
account?

Such gifts provide a tax benefit to the donor
and all the details of the transaction are han-
dled by one of the Church’s brokerage firms.

For more information about how to make
such gifts, please contact the Church Treas-
urer, David Williams
(treasurer@ststephenstroy.org) to discuss
contributions for operations or the Chair of
the Endowment Fund, Diane Kenefic
(keneficdnr@wowway.com).

The Wardens

The Pastoral Care Committee has met re-
cently, and identified two areas of our

commom life here at St. Stephen's that need
our attention:

1. We are in need of "Lay Eucharistic Visi-
tors" (EV's), who will be trained to
(approximately once per month) take the con-
secrated bread and wine from our Sunday ser-
vice to the home of a parishioner who is un-
able to attend worship. Miranda Spates is cur-
rently the only member (in addition to the
clergy) whose Diocesan license is current. So, if
you are trained (and would like to renew your
license), or you would like to receive training,
please let Fr. Walt, Miranda, or Fr. Jim know of
your interest. The training would involve a 2-
hour session here at St. Stephen's, and then an
accompanying visit with one of our clergy to a
parishioner's home. In addition, for those
wishing to be trained, and those whose license
is expired, the Diocese requires a 3-hour ses-
sion called, "Safeguarding God's People,"
which probably would be held at a near-by
Episcopal Church.

2. We are in need of more "Pastoral Care Visi-
tors," who are parishioners that serve in teams
of 2, and are assigned to
visit a parish member
who is no longer able to
attend Sunday worship,
but who would like to
have an occasional visit a
few times each year to
keep up and feel more a
part of, life at St. Stephen's. If you are inter-
ested, please see Penny Piantedosi or Mardi
Maxwell.

If anyone knows of someone who may need a
visitation, please let the office know. We may
already know about them, but it will let the
pastoral care team check to see if we are miss-
ing someone.

Bound Together, a volunteer-based tutor-
ing program based at All Saints Episcopal

Church in Pontiac, is seeking a full-time Ex-
ecutive Director. Our program is dedicated to
providing a safe, stable, diverse environment
for personal and academic excellence. Volun-
teer tutors offer one-to-one remedial instruc-
tion in the areas of math, reading and writing
skills three times per week. The ideal candi-
date will have the ability to explore, develop
and maintain funding opportunities, network
within the community at large, train volun-
teers, assess and maintain policies and proce-
dures, be responsible for maintaining a safe
and healthy program for students and volun-
teers, and have a commitment to transpar-
ency and teamwork. For a complete job de-
scription and to submit your resume for con-
sideration please contact Board President
Charles Sajewski at csajewski@ameritech.net.

God is Calling Help Wanted

Did you know?

Liberty means re-

sponsibility. That is

why most men dread

it.

George Bernard

Shaw
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Under the Dogwood

Please check the website for the most up-to-

date calendar of events

www.ststephenstroy.org

A parishioner recently commented about

enduring another “money talk” and it

made me stop and think. Is that all they are

hearing? They think this is about the money?

It is, but it really isn’t.

If you’re family is like my family, I’ll bet you

and your spouse have had at least one conver-

sation about the family finances – or the lack

of them. While the conversation sounds a lot

like complaining about the money, it really

isn’t. It’s about caring for the family. Provid-

ing a roof over your heads, food on the table,

and if you’re lucky enough, about being able

to take a vacation. It’s not the money at all.

It’s what having money allows the family to do

or have.

At St. Stephen’s we’re no different. When

we alert the congregation of our Fiscal Facts,

or remind people to continue or increase their

giving, we’re not asking for the money, we’re

asking for the means to continue the mission

of our shared faith community. It’s about do-

ing God’s work in the world.

To give you an idea of how we use the

funds you all so gracefully provide, I thought it

would be good to put it in the context of our

parish Mission Statement.

To SING OUT for God – 26% of our giving pro-

vides music, liturgy, preaching, worship plan-

ning, worship preparation, maintenance of

worship space, adult choir, children’s choir,

choir robes, acolyte training and robes, ser-

vice bulletin production and printing and the

Eucharistic ministries

To REACH OUT to the world – 24% of our

giving enables us to support the Baldwin

Center, Gleaner’s food bank, the Bali Mandir

orphanage in India, Catholic Community Re-

sponse Team, Furniture Bank of Oakland

County, Haven, Red Cross blood drive, Lu-

theran Social Services, Habitat for Humanity,

Bound Together, Troy People Concerned,

Troy Interfaith Group, South Oakland Shel-

ter, evangelism, support of Diocesan and

other ministries outside the parish, new

member cards and gifts, use of facilities by

community groups and the maintenance of

our meeting space.

To CRY OUT among friends – only 13% of

our giving goes toward Clergy pastoral care,

lay pastoral care, counseling, crisis ministry,

befrienders, planning, reflection and recon-

ciliation.

To FIND OUT about a life of faith – 23% of

our giving comes back to us as adult educa-

tion, Sunday school, Journey to Adulthood

(J2A), Rite 13, Young Adults, teacher train-

ing, teaching supplies, stewardship & disci-

pleship, communications, Witness publica-

tion and distribution, new member classes,

website development and maintenance,

Welcome Center, and the maintenance of

classrooms and meeting spaces.

To BURST OUT laughing – 14% of our giving

is used to support Fellowship hour, Parish

picnic, Irish Night, Twelfth Night, Heritage

Sunday, Welcome Back Sunday breakfast,

Stewardship again?

You have to love a

nation that cele-

brates its independ-

ence every July 4, not

with a parade of guns,

tanks, and soldiers

who file by the White

House in a show of

strength and muscle,

but with family pic-

nics where kids throw

Frisbees, the potato

salad gets iffy, and

the flies die from

happiness. You may

think you have over-

eaten, but it is patri-

otism.

Erma Bombeck
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ReachingOut
July

Birthdays

Zachary Irey......................1

Carson Pavloff...................2

Abagail Schreck..............4

Janet Satyanathan........6

Nancy Sparrow.................6

Vickie Saylor......................6

Kara Collins..........................6

Douglas Wenrich.............6

Charlie Crowell..................6

Justin Fragnoli..................8

Darrel Middlewood ........9

Allen Aschenbach.........10

Kathy DeCiantis .............10

Lea Van Amberg ............10

Sarah Boos........................11

Maggie Crowell ...............11

Adrian Brokenshire .....11

David Sparrow................12

Rob Redmer......................13

Mary Jane Johnston...14

Kathryn Buller.................16

Chadwick Anderson.....16

James McQuiston........17

Chinedu Okeagu.............17

Joseph McCoy.................18

Kathy Davis.......................19

Jeremy Taylor...............20

Nancy Sams.....................20

Joanne Middlewood.....21

Geena Pickering..............21

Jayne Edwards...............21

Brian Ingersoll...............22

Barbara McCoy..............23

Jillian Spina.....................23

Quentin Hatchett .......24

Hope Edwards................25

Michael Herderich......26

Daniel Gerard.................26

Cecilia Crowell................27

Carol Jantz......................28

Audrey Brokenshire...29

Barbara Lehti.................30

Kay Novak.........................30

Justin Wojas...................31

CALLING ALL VBS VOLUNTEERS!

Our VBS dates are a little later this year so
please note that we will be transforming

St. Stephen’s to Babylon from Sunday, August
19 to Wednesday, August 22. This is a won-
derful opportunity for our parish family so
please mark your calendars now. We need
lots of help and will have lots of fun, so plan
on joining us.

VBS is Coming

theatre events, golf outing, bridge group,

greet/eat/meet (GEM) groups and a host of

other Hospitality and Fellowship activities or

events as well as the maintenance of hall,

kitchen and meeting spaces.

All in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen

So, I apologize if you think the talks and mes-

sages are about the money, it isn’t. It IS about

wanting to continue to do all the wonderful

things we do as a faith community and as a

Household of God. We are blessed to be able

to do these things for the betterment of each

other, our community and world all in thanks-

giving of the bounty of God given to us.

Peace,

Dave Stein

Sr. Warden

Let me begin by putting everyone at ease;
we are safe and sound. Our pilgrimage

plans are changing by the minute in regard to
the sights we have planned with the group
due to the fires.

Today, Tuesday we spent time at a food
bank in Colorado Springs. Your children
stacked 33,000 pounds of water bottles on
pallets to be shipped directly to the firemen
and refugees in the area. As usual they did it
with a smile on their face and all worked to-
gether and efficiently.

Tomorrow, Wednesday we were sched-
uled to go to Pike's Peak but that is closed.
Your amazing children chose to return to the
food bank and do whatever they can to help
this national crisis.

You should be so proud of your children.
Their pilgrimage has become a mission trip.
God truly is at work in each and every one of
them. I am blessed to be able to witness their
spirit.

Corinne Fragnoli

Stewardshipagain?Cont.

J2A Update

We must be free not because we claim freedom,

but because we practice it.

William Faulkner
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We Ask Your Prayers for...
Prayer Concerns
Lisa Bialowas Mike O’Neill

Continuing Prayers
Allen Alberti MJ Ogden
Ola Bell Vivian Parent
Todd Brinkel Bill Paton
Tracy Bush Barb Paton
Lyndel Crater Parker Pavloff
Andrea Daguanno Ryan Pote
Jack Dillon Janet Satyanathan
Marge Dillon Charles Saylor
Cathlynn Duncan Tom Schutz
Betty Feighner Ivy Sloss
Robert Fletcher John Spages
Rose Fragnoli Bob Staufer
Harold Golding Charles Sternberg
Bob Goll Kary Sternberg
Norma Gormly Pat Szymanwski
Jeffrey Gross Greg Thompson
Alicia Haines Linda Thorten
Jill Heist Tom Trask
Alan Hicks Emily Tuchek
Brian Hicks Penny Vannelli
Bob Ketterer Rose Weber
Ed Kliess Jim Yao
Collin Kratzer Jean
Marian Kreul Christopher
Donald Ledford Rachel
Pat Look Lynn
Lucille Makarov Mary
Jim Moore Dan
Albertine Mosier
Fred Munchinger

Those in the Armed Services
Stephen Armstrong—Nephew of Phil & Linda Pierce

Rachel Barton—Granddaughter of Jane & Harry Frank

Jason Demattia—Known to Kathy Davis

Andrew Fielder—Grandson of Davis Fielder

Thomas Frydrych—Son-in-law of Rob & Amy Redmer

Ian Hotton– Grandson of Randy Hotton

Peter Hughes—Cousin of Nancy Papet

Robert Johnstone—Known to Alaina Nunn

Michael Kohn—Known to Norma Ross

Ryan Kasky - Grandson of Larry & Lynn Nunn

Zach Larson—Friend of Mark Pierce

Stephen L’Hommedieu—Godson of Phil & Linda Pierce

Nick Limauro—Friend of Phil & Linda Pierce

Nathan Madak - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

David Mentier - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

Sarah Peacock—Niece of Linda Pierce

Kyle Rogowski—Nephew of Ken & Kris Fuhr

Joshua Spates - Son of John & Miranda Spates

Neil Taitt—Friend of Nancy Papet

Alex Wade—Nephew of Debbie Sloan

Taylor Ward - Son of Kevin & Carol Ward

These Parish Families
5/6 John Palmer

Bruce, Nancy & Elizabeth Papet
5/13 Jeff, Renee, Samual & Jacquelyn Parent

Louis, Melissa, Parker & Carson Pavloff
5/20 Jay Pennington

Dom & Penny Piantedosi
5/27 Michelle, Stephanie & Geena Pickering

Phil, Linda, David, Andrew & Mark Pierce
6/3 John, Debbie, John, Jacob, Jesse & Kate

Pincura
John, Lori, Lindsay & JJ Podsiadlik

The Departed

July

Anniversaries

Herschel & Renee

Hicks .......................... 1

Mike & Erin

Brokenshire .............8

Jeff & Renee

Parent ......................10

Rod & Donna

Johnson....................11

Sandy & Connie

Jose..........................12

Rick & Barb

Spina.........................15

John & Colleen

Palmer ......................17

Steve & Corinne

Fragnoli....................21

Joseph & Pat

Przeslawski.............21

Lynn Parks

Friend of Debbie Barry

Meg Schwedler

Friend of Vickie Saylor
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How to Contact Us
Church Office: (Open 9:30-1:30 weekdays)

Tel: 248-641-8080 Fax: 248-641-8067

Cathy Hoffman, Parish Administrator/Accountant

Kathryn Hassel, Administrative Assistant

Gretchen Waters, Office Assistant

office@ststephenstroy.org

Fr. Walt LaBatt, Interim Priest

ecinterim@aol.com

Dave Stein, Senior Warden

dcs53td@gmail.com

The Rev. Jim Maxwell, Retired Priest in Residence

jimmardi@wowway.com

The Rev. Liz Forest, Deacon

deacon@ststephenstroy.org

Ken Fuhr—Youth Director

youthdirector@ststephenstroy.org

Ray Aiello, Sexton

bldg-mgr@ststephenstroy.org

Sandy Arant—Custodian

David Williams, Treasurer

Cathy Hoffman, Assistant to the Treasurer

treasurer@ststephenstroy.org

Church Website: John Morley, Webmaster

www.ststephenstroy.org (password: coffeehour)

The Witness, Liz Sinkovich, Editor

witness@ststephenstroy.org

E-mail, bring to church or fax: 248-641-8067

St. Stephen’s Episcopal

Church
5500 North Adams Road

Troy, MI 48098

Please remember St. Stephen’s in your will

Change Service Requested

Dated Material

JULY 2012

Weekly Services:

Sat. 4:30 p.m.

Eucharist or Evening Prayer for All Ages

Sun., 8 a.m.

Early Eucharist

Sun, 10 a.m.

Eucharist, with music, Nursery

If you have e-mail, you can receive our newsletter faster! Please send your

e-mail address to office@ststephenstroy.org. Thank you in advance for

helping us with our continued effort to.....THINK GREEN!


