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An Interim

Moment

Life is all about change
and growth. People
come and people go.
Life changes, our jobs
change, our families
change, our children
grow. Our parish lead-
ership may change,
but what always re-
mains the same is that
all of us are part of
God’s family.

Here is where we jour-
ney together and
know one another.
Here is where we
laugh and cry to-
gether. Here is where
we celebrate and
mourn together. Here
is where we are known
by the One who
“created us and
through whom we
have our being.” Here
is where we are al-
ways welcome.

Chinese symbol for love

I waited until after Christmas to write this arti-
cle, because I knew what the big news would

be. I am no more happy than any of you to lose
Pastor Manisha. Her energy and her direction and

inspiration of the youth pro-
gram at St. Stephen’s will be
missed. And I will miss the in-
valuable assistance and advice
she has given me personally.

But the church goes on. The church goes on
because the core of the church is still here. That
core is the congregation, the lay people in the
pews, the lay people in the choir and the altar
guild, the lay people teaching Sunday School and
leading the young adult programs, the lay people
hosting coffee hours and visiting the sick. All
these and many more activities will continue. St.
Stephen’s will not roll over and play dead because
the clergy leadership is changing.

But where do we go from here? Well, St.
Stephen’s is what is known as a ‘Program Church.’
This is determined by the number of people at-
tending on an average Sunday. To quote from a
booklet I recently read: “The well-functioning
Program Church has many cells of activity, which
are headed up by lay leaders.”

I will have a lot more to say about this over
the coming months. And I plan on beginning to
meet with the various active committees to see
how they are doing and what they need to con-
tinue doing their valuable work.

The important thing to remember is that the
interim period, while we wait for the call of a
new rector, is not a time to coast. There is some
serious work to be done during this time.

And so while you recover from the holidays
(and didn’t we have some beautiful services
here) and consider heading for warmer climes if
you are not already there, I hope you will re-
member that St. Stephen’s needs your support
even more during this time.

God’s peace be with you all.

Fr. Walt+

And So, We Go On...
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Around the Parish

January

Lectionary

Jan 1— Holy Name
Num 6:22-27

Psalm 8

Gal 4: 4-7

or

Phil 2: 5-11

Luke 2: 15-21

Jan 8—Epiphany 1
Gen 1: 1-5

Psalm 29

Acts 19: 1-7

Mark 1: 4-11

Jan 15—Epiphany 2
1 Sam 3: 1-10(11-20)

Psalm 129:1-5, 12-17

1 Cor 6: 12-20

John 1: 43-51

Jan 22—Epiphany 3
Jonah 3: 1-5, 10

Psalm 62: 6-14

1 Cor 7: 29-31

Mark 1: 14-20

Jan 29—Epiphany 4
Deut 18: 15-20

Psalm 111

1 Cor 8: 1-13

Mark 1: 21-28

Sexton is an ancient church term referring to
the person who maintains the church building

and grounds (and in olden days, buried the dead!).
The term dates to the 1300’s and has served the
church well for many centuries. Our Sexton, Ray
Aiello, has been faithfully performing the job since
May 2010, and has been reachable at

sexton@ststephenstroy.org.

Alas, the title may not survive the 21st Century,
for in the internet age, an email address beginning
with “sex” has attracted a flood of emails of a
rather unchristian like nature . Ray has stoically
endured this burden, but is finding it hard to man-
age his legitimate mail under the deluge of unfor-
tunate and unusually explicit e-mails.

As a result, Ray’s email will be changing to

bldg-mgr@ststephenstroy.org. His title will remain
“Sexton”. This change will make Ray’s life easier
and ensure that your mail comes to his prompt
attention.

The Webmaster

Tomato….Tomahto

The Bishop is coming on January 8 for his visit
to St. Stephen’s. He will be confirming many

of our J2A youth in the Episcopal church. Please
come and celebrate our youth as they are con-
firmed in our very own Parish.

Confirmation is one of the Rites of Passage on the
journey to adulthood. In addition to affirming the
Baptismal Convenent, Confirmation bestows the
gift of the Holy Spirit to all who are confirmed. As
we celebrate our youth, we celebrate and wel-
come those who are confirmed more fully into the
life of the church!

You are welcome here!

The Bishop’sVisit

Change is always difficult. If it is a good change
or a not so good change. One of the changes

that we all are facing is the departure of
Pastor Manisha from our daily lives. So
we will wish her adieu with a fellowship
hour after the January 22 service with
the special theme of chocolate to send

her on her way to a new adventure as the Leader
and Pastor of Advent Episcopal Church in West
Bloomfield.

While we will surely miss her, we will hold her
and Advent in our prayers as they too face the chal-
lenges of the future.

There Will Be Chocolate

W ith great change comes great opportunity.
As a parish, St. Stephen’s currently is in the

process of great change—and great opportunity.
As we navigate these choppy waters (frozen as
they may be in the depth of winter), we need all
of us to be a part of this journey. Please plan on
attending the Annual Meeting coming up on Janu-
ary 29th, after the 10 am service, and find out
more about our challenges and our opportunities!

Find out what God has in store for us!

Your Vestry

Annual Meeting
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Please join a remark-

able group—the St.

Stephen’s Choir

Choir Practice is on

Wednesdays from

7:30 to 9 pm.

Come and make a joy-

ful noise!

From Outreach

Children one and all,

come to Children’s

Choir Practice right

after the 10 o’clock

service. See the

CORE for details.

Haiti Outreach Fundraiser
January 19, 2012

WHERE COMEDY CASTLE
269 E. Fourth Street, Royal Oak

WHEN - Thursday, January 19, 5:30-9:30 p.m.

WHAT- A fundraising evening sponsored by St. David’s
in Southfield to help resupply the St. Pierre Medical
Clinic in Mirebalais Haiti with medicine. The clinic is
open to all, children are free and adults pay ~25₵.

This fun filled evening includes
Silent Auction
50/50 Drawing
90 minutes of Comedy!

COST—$30 a ticket – Cash Bar

TICKETS or INFORMATION:
Len Sackett Janet Ernst
(248) 547-5134 (248) 544-2796

Barb Veselenak Church Office
(248) 583-9788 (248) 557-5430

YOUTUBE VIDEO ABOUT EVENT:
A SHORT 2 MINUTE VIDEO--

www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IEPmYM1B9I

The St. Pierre medical clinic is funded by the ecumenical Haiti Outreach Mission (HOM). St. David’s is a
supporting member of the HOM team. Bring your family and friends for an

evening of laughter and fellowship at the Comedy Castle. If you are unable
to attend, any contributions toward this
event is greatly appreciated.

HAITI OUTREACH MISSION INFORMATION:
http://haitioutreachmission.org/

ST. DAVID’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
16200 WEST 12 MILE RD
SOUTHFIELD, MI. 48076
(248) 557-5430
WEB SITE: WWW.STDAVIDSSF.ORG
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From the Family

New Year's Day is observed on January 1,
the first day of the year on the modern

Gregorian calendar as well as the Julian calen-
dar used in ancient Rome. With most countries
using the Gregorian calendar as their main cal-
endar, New Year's Day is the closest thing to
being the world's only truly global public holi-
day, often celebrated with fireworks at the
stroke of midnight as the New Year starts. It
often is a time of reflection and renewal.

As I look back on this past year I find it all too
easy to wallow in woeful reflection. We’ve lost
our Rector to retirement and our Pastor to a
calling to do God’s work elsewhere. But we
have also done and witnessed much more than
that. We have not been defined by just our
Clergy.

I think that rather than being defined by
them, they have been a reflection of us, and
when I think about this past year from that per-
spective, I see much to be thankful for and real-
ize just how blessed we are to have shared so
much with each other and Fr. Jonathan and Pas-
tor Manisha.

We celebrated Jonathan’s ministry and he
has begun to write the next chapter of his life
armed him with our best
wishes and love.

Pastor Manisha taught us
the sheer joy of being a Chris-
tian. Her enthusiasm for Jesus
has been so infectious; it’s
gone “viral” at St. Stephen’s. I
hope we can sustain it. In re-
turn, she has grown in her min-
istry as a Priest with our help and guidance and
she is now about to spread her wings and fly
solo as the Priest-in-Charge of a struggling Epis-
copal parish.

WE did that – and mission trips, and bible
studies, and youth Sunday, and GEM groups,
and 12th night, and worshiped together – and
lived and loved together as St. Stephen’s.

Now it’s January 2012; a time we traditionally

make our New Year’s Resolutions. I hope you will
include St. Stephen’s in your resolutions. Will you
resolve to continue to BE St. Stephen’s? Will you
continue to be so committed to our ministries
that St. Stephen’s continues to be a faith commu-
nity that dares to be Disciples of Christ?

We have a busy year ahead of us. It begins
with the confirmation of several of our youth. We
have established a new relationship with Pastor
John Cummings in South Detroit, we have the op-
portunity to forge a new relationship with a strug-
gling Episcopal parish nearby with a new Priest-in-
Charge. We have a mission trip for our youth to
support, outreach ministries and SOS week in the
fall – a busy year indeed. Oh yea, and we will also
welcome a new Rector to help us and care for us
as we do Christ’s work in the world. Happy New
Year, St. Stephen’s!

Peace,

Dave Stein

Senior Warden

The New Year

Interested in joining

our church family?

You are most defi-

nitely Welcome Here!

On Sunday, February

12th from 6 to 8:30

pm, please plan on

attending this

"everything you al-

ways wanted to know

about our church"

session.

Child care provided

(advanced notice

needed). Contact:

Karen Morley at

morley.karen.e@gmail.com

or 248-703-5516

You are

Welcome

Here
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Under the Dogwood

Please check the website for the most up-to-

date calendar of events

www.ststephenstroy.org

F irst, you must forgive me. This letter is so
long overdue, it is almost comical.

On Saturday, October 1, you provided to our
guests who were living in our church for a week a
fabulous lasagna and spaghetti dinner (replete
with so much salad and breadsticks that it made
it feel truly unlimited even though we were miles
from your restaurant!).

We had the privilege of hosting South Oakland
Shelter (SOS), which has been in existence for
over 30 years. SOS is a revolutionary way for
communities to help participate and support
people who have lost the most basic need—
shelter. We had thirty homeless people (some
were children) who were given mattresses and
space in our Sunday School classrooms to sleep.

We kept them company, laughed and cried
with them. They taught us so much, with their
stubborn hope that things will turn around for
them, their tenacity in dealing with homeless-
ness, and their insistence in gratitude for the
smallest gifts in life. In return, we had dinner
ready for them.

For our final night with them, we wanted to
provide a special meal for them. We had wonder-
ful chefs throughout the week making delicacies
of all kinds.

How could we possibly top those experi-
ences? Then, a faithful member of ours, Scott
Armstrong, came up with a brilliant idea. Most
folks without means cannot afford to eat a res-
taurant. What if we brought the restaurant to
them?

So, on the night of Saturday, October 1, our

guests were greeted with an amazing meal pro-
vided by one of their favorite restaurants. The
guests were delighted, enjoyed the meal with
gusto, and thanked us profusely! What they did
not know was that we had nothing to do with this
meal—because of your generosity and care for
these folks; you gave us the whole meal for free.
Wow. You cannot know what that meant to us.

Even though I should have written this letter
months ago, our gratitude for what you did has
not waned over time. In fact, we have told all of
our church members of the great gifts you pro-
vided and in return, Olive Garden is one of the
favorite places for our parishioners to go!

Bless you for your amazing generosity.

With gratitude and on behalf of St. Stephen’s Epis-
copal Church,

Thanks to Olive Garden

I just dropped off

40 scarves knitted

by the amazing St.

Stephen's knit-

ters. That brought

the total number

of scarves gath-

ered to be given to

the homeless on

Sunday to 900!

Deacon Liz

Warmest

Thanks
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Resolutions

Liz Sinkovich is the

Storyteller. Call,

write or email her

with your stories:

story@ststephenstroy.

org

Stories are the vehi-

cles that God uses to

tell of His work in our

community and in our-

selves. It is how we

connect and know one

another.

Resolutions aren’t new

to any of us. And in

the last couple of

years, it’s been a

frantic time—if you

have a job, you are

overworked and con-

cerned you may lose it

and if you don’t, you

are worried about

loss of income and

possessions. Perhaps

we can resolve to do

the best we can, and

let God take care of

the results.

What we do matters!

(but I am all for that

weight loss resolu-

tion!!)

I t’s a new year and as usual, we all make reso-
lutions. Topping the list each year are the typi-
cal:

1) Lose Weight

2) Get healthy

3) Get out of Debt/Save more money

4) Eat out Less

5) Give more to church

6) Look up an old friend

7) Search for a new job……etc… etc….etc….

Between the hustle and bustle of the holiday
season and the pressure to reinvent ourselves
every January 1st, we often get lost.

When was the last time we sat down and
asked ourselves what would make ME happy?

In 2012, instead of making a list of resolutions
- because we think we should - just decide to do
one thing: Be Good to ourselves.

We can take some time to re-explore the
things we love and that bring joy. We can take
time to be kind to ourselves and understand that
we CAN’T and DON’T have to Do it ALL and that it
is OK!

After all, it seems that if we take some time to
make ourselves happy – everyone around will
benefit too, because we all know – Joy is Conta-
gious.

Happy New Year-

Lisa Bialowas

Upcoming

Hospitality Events!

January 7th – 12th Night

March 17th – Irish Night

April 21st -Songs of Spring

June 10th – Church Picnic

An older couple had dinner at another cou-
ple’s house, and after eating, the wives left

the table and went into the kitchen.

The two gentlemen were talking, and one
said, “Last night we went out to a new restau-
rant, and it was really great…I would recommend
it very highly.

The other man said, “What was the name of
the restaurant?”

The first man thought, and finally said, “What
is the name that flower you give to someone you
love? You know, the one that’s red and has
thorns.”

“Do you mean a rose?”

“Yes, that’s the one,” replied the man. He
then turned towards the kitchen and yelled,
“Rose! What’s the name of that restaurant we
went to last night?”

Hospitality Humor

I Resolve to…. Events

E-Mail Update

I f you have not be receiving e-mails from the St.
Stephen’s chain, we may not have the correct

e-mail. Please send the correct e-mail to

ststephenschain@gmail.com to start receiving e-
mail messages for JOY, NEWS, CONCERN and
COMING EVENTS.
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ReachingOut
January

Birthdays

Adam Raczkowski ......1

Jennifer Bick.............2

Stephanie Herderich2

Joann Morelli.............3

Marilyn Borowski ......3

James Trask ..............3

Reece Betts ...............3

Krista Malinich ..........4

Alice Moss ..................5

Alex Erikson...............5

Dorothy Langridge ...6

Larry Nunn .................7

Paul Mann ....................7

Elizabeth Papet.........7

Winifred Lowery ......8

Nancy Papet ...............8

Rhonda Allen ............ 10

Christine Bailey....... 10

Gloria Christiansen .11

Belinda Long ..............11

Dave Stein ................ 12

Kristin Herderich... 12

Christopher Beal..... 12

Michael Giles ........... 12

Anna Taormino ........ 12

Katherine Roberts . 12

Charlotte Woodruff13

Rod Johnson............. 14

Pauline Woodin ........ 15

Mark Williams ......... 16

Jenny Miller............. 17

Kendall Spina ........... 17

John Podsiadlik ....... 18

Charles Saylor......... 19

Rich Bialowas ........... 19

Chikezie Okeagu ..... 19

McGill Prouty ........... 19

Ian Baron .................. 19

Angiya Satyanathan21

Donna Johnson ........ 21

Michael Abitheira .. 21

Susan Russell ...........22

Diane Kenefic ..........22

Jill Stein ...................23

Sean McCoy..............24

James Maxwell........25

HEAR YE! HEAR YE! HEAR YE!

You Are Invited to Join in the Fun and
Festivities of

“A Twelfth Night Celebration”

January 7, 2012

Partake in a festive evening of fun,
fine dining and song!

Dinner will be prepared in

collaboration between

Chefs Steve Fragnoli and

Mike Wellman

Assistance from the Hospitality

Committee and friends

Your dinner will be served by St.
Stephen’s Youth Groups

Music sung by “Ye Olde Ad Hoc Quire”

Directed by Diane Kenefic,

Accompanied by Troy Dostert

Tickets go on sale ($15) in December

Assistance is available, if needed;

see Pastor Manisha

Free to 2011 New Members of

St. Stephen’s

Seating is limited – buy early!

Be certain to attend this evening with
new and old friends!!

108
Thanksgiving bags collected for Lighthouse

$204.66
Amount collected in Kroger rewards for the 3rd

quarter of 2011

$555
Amount raised for Habitat for Humanity at the

Christmas Walk

By the Numbers

Shrek is a Tony Award-winning musical based
on the first Shrek movie. This is a real family

show and a great way to introduce your child/
children to theater if they have never attended a
play before. If interested, please sign up in the
Gathering Area. For any added information,
please see Jackie Ingersoll.

Where: Fisher Theatre

When: Sunday, March 11

Time: 6:30 pm

Price: $58 per ticket (Regular price $79)

Money Due: Sunday, Febru-
ary 15th (Please make checks
out to Jackie Ingersoll)

Ogres

New Math

True or False?

21=57

This strange math equation is true when you
donate blood. In October, the good people of

St. Stephen’s and Beautiful Savior had 21 people
attend the blood drive (including one first time
donor!) at our church. In donating blood, they
helped give 57 patients a chance to have a healthy
life. Donating blood makes for amazing math!
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We Ask Your Prayers for...
Prayer Concerns
Geoff Benes Jackie Paker
Aaron Cremeans Chris Slezak
Stephanie Cremeans George Stansbury
Paula Erlandson-Hust Liz Thiel
Alicia Haines Cynthia Tischer
Jill Heist Jason Wilkins

Continuing Prayers
Allen Alberti Patty McKibben
Ola Bell Albertine Mosier
Steven Bell MJ Ogden
Murray Brown Mike O’Neill
Dale Brown Vivian Parent
Mary Lou Bryson Bill Paton
Lyndel Crater Barb Paton
Jane Darr Parker Pavloff
Jack Dillon Cathy Pera
Cathlynn Duncan Ryan Pote
Marilyn Elwarner Charles Saylor
Betty Feighner Tom Schutz
Rose Fragnoli Meg Schwedler
Harold Golding Ivy Sloss
John Good John Spates
Jeffrey Gross Charles Sternberg
Donald Harris Kay Sternberg
Alan Hicks Greg Thompson
Brian Hicks Linda Thorten
Claudine Hoppen Emily Tuchek
LeRoy Johnson Penny Vannelli
Bob Ketterer Christopher
Steve Kirby Dan
Ed Kliess Jean
Collin Kratzer Lynn
Donald Ledford Mary
Pat Look Rachel
Lucille Makarov Deacon Liz Forrest

Those in the Armed Services
Stephen Armstrong—Nephew of Phil & Linda Pierce

Rachel Barton—Granddaughter of Jane & Harry Frank

Jason Demattia—Known to Kathy Davis

Andrew Fielder—Grandson of Davis Fielder

Thomas Frydrych—Son-in-law of Rob & Amy Redmer

Kyle Hoffman- Known to Joe & Jan Hopper

Ian Hotton– Grandson of Randy Hotton

Peter Hughes—Cousin of Nancy Papet

Robert Johnstone—known to Alaina Nunn

Michael Kohn—Known to Norma Ross

Ryan Kasky - Grandson of Larry & Lynn Nunn

Zach Larson—Friend of Mark Pierce

Stephen L’Hommedieu—Godson of Phil & Linda Pierce

Nick Limauro—Friend of Phil & Linda Pierce

Nathan Madak - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

David Mentier - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

Sarah Peacock—Niece of Linda Pierce

Kyle Rogowski—Nephew of Ken & Kris Fuhr

Joshua Spates - Son of John & Miranda Spates

Neil Taitt—Friend of Nancy Papet

Alex Wade—Nephew of Debbie Sloan

Taylor Ward - Son of Kevin & Carol Ward

These Parish Families
1/1 Jack & Leslie Lynch

Ryan, Krista, Chloe & Katrina Malinich
1/8 Paul, Kim, Annika & Erika Mann

Bill & Sandy Martin
1/15 Sue & Jaime Mason

Dan & Lori Maxwell
1/22 Jim & Mardi Maxwell

Tim, Suzanne, Michael & Catriona Maxwell
1/29 Scott & Leslie Mayotte

Paul & Judy McClendon
2/5 Joe, Barbara, Sean, Patrick, Scott &

Ann-Marie McCoy
Jim, Judy, Michael & James McQuiston

The Departed

January

Anniversaries

Roy & Gretchen

Waters ..........................7

Ken & Belinda

Long.............................. 13

Dan & Lori

Maxwell ...................... 15

Kevin & Trish

Collins .......................... 21

Ryan & Krista

Ellison..........................22

Catherine Norton Buehner

Mother in Law of Sandy Jose

Tracy Holden

Friend of Vickie Saylor

Barbara Wright

Friend of Alice Brandon

Joshua Green

Friend of Renee & Herschel Hicks

Katy Albrecht

Friend of Cathy Hoffman

Richard Ranck

Nephew of Mary Jane Johnston

Brigitte Wilk

Friend of the Dutil’s

Ed Sobol

Cousin of Kay Novak

January

Birthdays—cont.

Valerie Wilson ........ 25

Inge Wojas.............. 26

Lori Maxwell............ 26

Chris Herfurth....... 28

Mary Ehlers............. 30

James Whitaker .... 30

Will Trask................ 30
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How to Contact Us

Church Office: (Open 9:30-1:30 weekdays)

Tel: 248-641-8080 Fax: 248-641-8067

Cathy Hoffman, Administrator

Kathryn Hassel, Administrative Assistant

Gretchen Waters, Office Assistant

office@ststephenstroy.org

Fr. Walt LaBatt, Interim Priest

edinterim@aol.com

Dave Stein, Senior Warden

dcs53td@gmail.com

The Rev. Jim Maxwell, Retired Priest in Residence

jimmardi@wowway.com

The Rev. Liz Forest, Deacon

deacon@ststephenstroy.org

Ray Aiello, Sexton

bldg-mgr@ststephenstroy.org

David Williams, Treasurer

Cathy Hoffman, Assistant to the Treasurer

treasurer@ststephenstroy.org

Church Website: John Morley, Webmaster

www.ststephenstroy.org (password: coffeehour)

The Witness, Liz Sinkovich, Editor

witness@ststephenstroy.org

E-mail, bring to church or fax: 248-641-8067

St. Stephen’s Episcopal

Church
5500 North Adams Road

Troy, MI 48098

Please remember St. Stephen’s in your will

Change Service Requested

Dated Material

JANUARY 2012

Weekly Services:

Sat. 4:30 p.m.

Eucharist for All Ages

Sun., 8 a.m.

Early Eucharist

...............................................................

Sun, 10 a.m.

Eucharist, with music, Nursery

If you have e-mail, you can receive our newsletter faster! Please send your

e-mail address to office@ststephenstroy.org. Thank you in advance for

helping us with our continued effort to.....THINK GREEN!


