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The
Rambling

Rector

Economic recovery is on

everyone’s mind these

days, especially here in

Michigan. For Chris-

tians, recovery is a

process that pre-dates

our present crises by

more than 2000 years.

At St. Stephen’s we

seek to support one

another in recovering

from recession, depres-

sion, division, denial,

disenchantment, and all

other manifestations of

sin and death. We do

this by singing out,

laughing often, crying

together, reaching out

beyond our own walls,

and learning what it

means to be a disciple of

Jesus Christ in our own

time and place. Join us

in celebrating “tradition

with humanity and

humor.”

Iam writing this in the wake of Harold

Hotelling’s awesome and heart-breaking

funeral. If Harold were reading these words, he

would chuckle to himself and, when he saw

me, point out the ironic twist on my choice of

the word “wake” in this context. “Don’t most

wakes take place before the funeral?” he

would ask.

Don’t feel bad if you don’t get the play on

words at once. After Harold’s funeral, his son

James commented on the sermon, wherein I

had described Harold as something of a

“paradox.” “My Dad had two doctoral degrees,

a J.D. and a Ph.D,” James reminded me, but I

failed for a moment to get the punch line… “a

para-dox.” Now do you get it?

Lent will be upon us in mid-February, and I

know that what I will be “giving up” is my long-

established habit of relying upon Harold for

acolyte schedules, vestry minutes, wise

counsel, and comic relief. I hope he knew how

revered he was by so many people… it can be

awkward to express affection for those who,

like Harold, are put off by any version of

“touchy-feelyness,” but we ought to try any-

way. One of the

paradoxes of a

sudden and tragic

death is the way it

can liberate us to

love one another.

Another “habit” we are going to have to

renounce is our reliance upon Miranda for

everything from grave-digging to snow-blowing,

as she has announced her retirement as

Sexton to take effect in June of this year.

SATURDAY, MAY 1st, has been designated

as… well, a day you don’t want to miss at

St. Stephen’s, so don’t plan anything else

after 5:30pm on that day! A hint… it has

something to do with Miranda’s retirement.

Another thing I will be renouncing during

Lent is some of my time on weekdays, as I

have agreed to another stint as a substitute

teacher at Cranbrook

Schools. Beginning on

February 11, I will teach

three Philosophy classes

every weekday. This will

continue until early May.

Providentially, school is not

in session during Holy

Week! While classroom

teaching presents a real challenge, it has the

potential to make me feel younger as well as

more tired, and smarter as well as more

humble.

Hey, that last sentence contains para-

doxes. Get it?

RamblingAroundParadox

Love,
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Around the Parish

Feb 7 - Epiphany 5

Isaiah 6: 1-8 (9-13)

Psalm 138

1 Cor 15: 1-11

Luke 5: 1-11

Feb 14 - Epiphany 6

Ex 34: 29-35

Psalm 99

2 Cor 3: 12 - 4:2

Luke 9: 28-36 (37-43a)

Feb 17 - Ash Wednesday

Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 or

Isaiah 58: 1-12

Psalm 103 or 103: 8-14

2 Cor 5: 20b -6:10

Matt 6: 1-6, 16-21

Feb 21 - Lent 1

Deut 26: 1-11

Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16

Rob 10: 8b-13

Luke 4: 1-13

Feb 28 - Lent 2

Gen 15: 1-12, 17-18

Psalm 27

Phil 3: 17 - 4:1

Luke 13: 31-35

February
Lectionary

LentatSt.Stephen’s,2010

Services
Saturdays at 4:30 pm, Eucharist for All Ages, informal worship with simple music

8 & 10 am Holy Eucharist Rite One (Traditional Language)

SundayAdult Forum
February 21 - March 28, 11:30 - 12:15 am

Video Series, “Serious Answers to hard Questions,” led by Sharon Eck.

Wednesdays
12 Noon, Informal Eucharist

Spiritual Growth Retreat
Friday February 19 – Saturday February 20

St. Augustine’s House in Oxford, MI - led by Jonathan+ and Mike O’Neill.

The Book of Romans
Tuesdays, February 23 - March 23

7 - 9 pm Video Series, led by pastor Manisha & Scott Armstrong

Becoming the Household of God
Saturday, March 20

8:00 am - 3:00 pm, at St. John’s in Royal Oak,

featuring The Rev. Mpho A. Tutu, daughter of world - famous Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

Sponsored by the Diocese of Michigan.

Call/e-mail the church office to register. For more information, call/

email Father Jonathan, Pastor Manisha, or Ronny Karlsson.

I posted this on my Facebook page the day that Harold Hotelling died… I’d like to share it with

readers of The Witness.

Today is a sad day for the members of St. Stephen’s Church. We have lost a very grand member,

Harold Hotelling. Harold was a plain person but a gentle sort of lamb of God. He served at many

locations in the church. He could read the Word of God, teach the love of God, work the steps of

God, and answer God’s calling. To me he was a friend, a good friend. If I messed up he forgave me.

If I forgot something he gave me another day to make it up. If I spoke incorrectly he just looked at me.

I always knew where I stood with Harold. I will truly miss his humor, spirituality, and love. May he rest

in peace with the Father and make him laugh and enjoy, just like Harold did for us.

Nancy Irey-Sams
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COME SING WITH

US!

Adult Choir

Wednesdays at 7:15

p.m

We celebrate a feast this month. It’s a

Feast for Absalom Jones. Born in 1746,

Absalom Jones died February 13, 1818. An

African-American abolitionist and clergyman,

Absalom Jones was the first African-American

ordained as a priest in the Episcopal Church of

the United States. After founding a black

congregation in 1794, in 1804 he was ordained

as a priest in the Episcopal Church. He is

listed on the Episcopal calendar of saints and

blessed under the date of his decease, Febru-

ary 13, in the 1979 Book of Common Prayer as

“Absalom Jones,

Priest, 1818”.

Jones was born

into slavery in

Delaware in 1746.

When he was

sixteen, he was

sold to a

storeowner in

Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania.

While still a slave of Mr. Wynkoop, he married

Mary King, another slave, on January 4, 1770.

By 1778 he had purchased his wife’s freedom

so that their children would be free, and in

another seven years he was able to purchase

his own.

Jones became a lay minister for black

members in the interracial congregation of St.

George’s Methodist Church. Together with

Richard Allen, he was one of the first African

Americans licensed to preach by the Methodist

Church.

In 1787 Jones and Allen, together with other

black members, left St. George’s, as they were

tired of being segregated to a gallery and given

second-class status in the congregation. They

founded the Free African Society (FAS), first

conceived as a non-denominational mutual aid

society, to help newly freed slaves in Philadel-

phia. Jones and Allen separated over their

different directions in religion, but they

remained lifelong friends and collaborators.

At the beginning of 1791, Jones started

holding religious services at FAS. This

became the core of his congregation for a new

church. Wanting to establish a black congre-

gation independent of white control, Jones in

1792 founded the congregation of the African

Church in Philadelphia. It petitioned to

become an Episcopal parish. The church

opened its doors on July 17, 1794, as the

African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, the

first black church in Philadelphia.

Jones was ordained as a deacon in 1795

and as a priest in 1804, the first African-

American priest in the Episcopal Church. He

was a well-known orator and helped establish

the tradition of anti-slavery sermons on New

Year’s Day.

A month after the church opened, the

Founders and Trustees published “The

Causes and Motives for Establishing St.

Thomas’s African Church of Philadelphia,”

clearly stating their intent

“to arise out of the dust and shake

ourselves, and throw off that servile

fear, that the habit of oppression and

bondage trained us up in.”

From Wikipedia

The collect for Absalom Jones:

Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond

of prejudice and fear; that, honoring the

steadfast courage of your servant Absalom

Jones, we may show forth in our lives the

reconciling love and true freedom of the

children of God, which you have given us in

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Did You Know?

TheFeastofAbsalomJones

Angels
Explained

By Children

I only know the names

of two angels, Hark

and Harold. -Gregory,

5

Angels don’t eat, but

they drink milk from

Holy Cows!!! -Jack, 6

Angels live in cloud

houses made by God

and his son, who’s a

very good carpenter.

-Jared, 8
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Storytellers: story@ststephenstroy.org

Liz Sinkovich is the

Storyteller. Call, write

or email her with your

stories:

story@ststephenstroy.

org

Stories are the vehicles

that God uses to tell of

His work in our commu-

nity. It is how we

connect and know one

another.

There are journeys that

all of us go on. Jour-

neys of faith and

discovery. The Rev.

Mpho Tutu offers a very

powerful story of her

journey to priesthood in

the Washington Post in

2008. She is the

special guest of the

Diocese of Michigan in

March. Sign up now for

“Becoming the Household

of God” on Saturday,

March 20.

What we do matters!

My father is a priest so I heard him speak

about God and his understanding of God

more than most children would have heard

from their parents. I gather that I was fortunate

in that the theology my parents espoused in

public was the theology they lived at home. I

grew up believing in a just and loving God who

craves justice for us. I grew up believing in a

political God; a God to whom no part of our

reality does not belong; a God who is passion-

ately concerned with the minutiae of our lives

yet waits for us to accept the invitation into

relationship.

I spent a lot of time in and out of church

with both of my parents. In South Africa,

church for black people was part worship, part

entertainment, and part social gathering. The

Sunday Eucharist service could go on for three

or more hours of singing, dancing, praying,

and sharing. During the week my father would

celebrate the Eucharist every day; with his

staff at his work-place, at whatever church he

was serving, or, sometimes, at the dining-room

table with a congregation of one, me.

I spent a lot of time out of church seeing

my parents involved in their different ministries.

After church on Sundays I would sometimes

go with my father on his visits to the bereaved,

to shut-ins, and to regulars who had not

shown up for worship. I went to funerals in the

South Africa of the 1980s when everything was

political, and saw him pastor the bereaved in a

packed stadium or in their homes. We drove

for hours to pay pastoral visits to Winnie

Mandela when she was in internal exile and to

others who had been “banned” or “banished”

(an apartheid punishment under which one

became a prisoner at ones own expense). We

attended treason trials and made prison visits

to people who were jailed for opposing the

apartheid regime.

We went to countless weddings. On

Saturdays my parents would split up to ensure

that the family was represented at as many

places as possible. I went with my mother to

“stand” at wakes; we spent hours singing and

praying and sharing stories. I peeled more

potatoes than the proverbial private and made

more cups of tea than I care to count. I

watched my mother provide a welcome _ to

the bus-load of visitors from Lesotho who

turned up the night before my father’s Episco-

pal consecration with no arrangements for bed

or board; to the aunts who came for a weekend

and stayed for two weeks; to princes, to

presidents, and to paupers and that welcome

was always warm and gracious. I thought hard

about God as often as I thought hard about the

way my parents lived. God, the church, and

their lives were just a part of the fabric of my

life.

I came to the US to college. Someone

pointed me in the direction of the Episcopal

chaplain with whom I became firm friends and

who first suggested to me a vocation to

ordained ministry. Priest was, and remained for

a long time, on the bottom of the list of things I

would like to do with my life; but the notion

was insistently on my radar screen. It was not

until many years later that I began to really

probe my understanding of God and to ask

myself what I believed. I knew I was yearning

for a deeper understanding of my own faith.

My last job before I entered seminary, as

director of the Discovery (a weekday and

summer ministry for children) helped to clarify

some of the contours of what I believe. During

my tenure what had been described simply as

an after school program also became a place

of prayer for children. We visited the parents of

program participants in their homes and built

and strengthened ties with people in the local

community. I learned from the experience that I

have no interest in running programs and every

interest in offering ministries. I came to a fuller

understanding of what it means to have an

incarnational faith: It means getting muddy in

the trenches; God has no need for me on the

My Faith is notthe Whole Truth of God
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Under the Dogwood

Please check the website for the most up-to-

date calendar of events

www.ststephenstroy.org

Please notify the

church office with

new employment

opportunities for

interested parishio-

ners.

office@ststephenstroy.org.

Or call 248-641-

8080.

Job LeadsThe People of the Diocese of Michigan are

cordially invited to attend

A Celebration of the Holy Eucharist

Commemorating the Life and Ministry of

The Rev.Absalom Jones

Prophet, Priest and Pastor

&

A Celebration of the

Tenth Anniversary of the Consecration of

The Rt. Rev. Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr.

as a Bishop in the Church of God

Sunday, February 14, 2010

3:00 p.m.

Cathedral Church of St. Paul

Detroit, Michigan

Reception to follow in Barth Hall

Clergy attire: cassock, surplice and tippet

A Celebration!

For more than 50 years, St. Stephen’s was

blessed by BETTY (HOTTON) BEALL’S

faithful service on the Altar Guild (since its

inception). After her death in 2008, her family

asked that a portion of funds given as memori-

als to her be used to purchase new silver altar

vessels. (Other parish ministries that benefited

were the Youth Mission Trip, Befrienders, and

the Courtyard.)

The altar vessels are being crafted by C.

M. Almy Co. in Old Greenwich, CT. The

chalice, inscribed in memory of Betty, was in

use for the Christmas services, and will be

used regularly at the altar on Sundays, except

during Lent. Yet to be received are the paten

(a silver dish for bread) and the ciborium (a

lidded, chalice-like receptacle for large quanti-

ties of communion wafers).

These vessels are beautifully crafted and

will serve to glorify God and serve God’s

people for many years, just as Betty did. If

you want to see these items up close, ask

one of the Altar Guild members to show them

to you.

AGiftfromaFriend

sidelines when people are hungry or hurting.

So my ministry has taken me to work in a

shelter for homeless women and children; to

offer pastoral care for rape survivors and their

families; and to oppose injustice and oppres-

sion in its many forms where I encounter it.

I am a woman of faith, a priest, a wife, a

daughter and the mother of daughters. I am a

world citizen. I have crossed lines of language,

religion, race, class nationality and culture to

find my friends and make my family and I have

learned that neither I nor my religious faith can

contain the whole truth about God.

The Rev. Mpho A. Tutu

“My Faith...”Continued from page 4

To all those wonderful chefs and hospitable

people,

I am looking for help for our Confirmation

Dinner on Fri, May 14. I expect to have about

a dozen young people who are going to

profess their faith in Jesus Christ, and their

families for a Celebratory dinner (for a total of

50 people). Is there anyone who would be

interested in preparing the meal for us in the

Fellowship Hall? The cost is covered in our

youth ministries budget! I am also looking for

folks who could set up, serve and clean up.

HELP!!

ConfirmationDinnerHelp
Wanted

SAVE THE DATE!

Saturday, May 1, 2010

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

St. Paul’s Episcopal

Church, 218 W.

Ottawa Street

Lansing, Michigan

48933

$15 Registration

$8 Lunch

Registration informa-

tion forthcoming

Questions? Contact

Beth Rowley at

313.833.4421 or email

browley@edomi.org

Ministry Fair
2010
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February
Birthdays

Steve Fragnoli .................. 1

Kristen Schrec ................. 1

Anne Miller ...................... 2

Christina Elder ................ 2

FrancesHammond ........... 3

Gary Abitheira ................ 3

Gavin Betts ...................... 3

Alyssa Kalaj ...................... 3

Katelyn Gerard ................ 4

Katherine Sebrowski ...... 6

Derek Bialowas ................ 6

Jacquelyn Parent ............ 8

Silvia Karlsson .................. 9

Nancy Smith .................. 10

Amy Church ................... 10

Nathan Schreck ............ 10

Marion DeLong ............... 11

Lillian Aschenbach ......... 12

Thomas Hyland .............. 12

J.J. Podsiadlik ............... 12

Janet Eldon ................... 13

Laura Terlecky .............. 13

Patti Fox ......................... 15

Melissa Heberling ......... 15

Carolyn Ward ................. 16

Meghan Brokenshire .... 16

ClarieSmith ................... 16

Helen Slater .................. 17

Albertine Mosier .......... 17

Sheryl Schmidt ............. 17

Colin Davis ...................... 19

James Addington ..........20

Anne Mortensen ........... 21

Peggy Treadwell ............22

Matthew Neumann .......22

Mackenzie Hardy ..........23

Jeralyn Burrell ..............25

Gillian Terlecky .............25

Jeanne Blythe ...............26

Jennifer Szott .............26

Mary Lou Bryson ...........28

John Pincura ..................28

Andrew Gerard ..............28

Reaching Out

ToOurSecretSanta,

Thank you for the generous gift you gave us.

We had a blast giving out envelopes filled

with hope to so many people who really needed

the help. For one family, you provided the only

money they had to celebrate Christmas. For

another, you put their whole family in shoes.

Bless you for being Christ to so many!

Love,

Auction Invitation

You are cordially invited to a wonderful night of

fun, play, charity and bidding!

• WHAT: The annual J2AAuction

• TIME: Saturday, February 6 beginning at 6

p.m.

• BRING: a dish to pass and a checkbook.

Enjoy the entertainment and support the

youth who will be going on their spiritual

pilgrimage this year.

Any amount you contribute would be

wonderful and you may even find some won-

derful bargains in the process!

Previous year’s items included children’s

day camp for a week, massages, dinner at a

restaurant, tickets to football games, a day of

fishing, a week-long vacation, pizza, gift

baskets, jewelry and household items.

On Saturday evening, February 6, 2010 the

4th Annual LiveAuction will be held support-

ing the activities of the J2A youth. This has be-

come a tradition at St. Stephens and is the pri-

mary fundraising activity for the group. Each year

has seen an increase in attendance and the

evening gets rave reviews from those who attend.

Plus, attendance is FREE! Your only cost is for

the items you choose to bid on to help support

the J2A.

The evening starts at 6PM with a pot luck

dinner. Beverages will be provided throughout

the evening and there will also be entertainment

presented by the J2A youth. The LIVE AUC-

TION will follow, while throughout the evening a

SILENT AUCTION will take

place, allowing bidders to vie

for a multitude of wonderful

items at a wide range of prices.

The Silent Auction offers an

array of useful, decorative, and edible items,

many made by the loving hands of our parishio-

ners. From toys to trinkets and pies to paint-

ings, the selection is always fun and the com-

petition for some items is “spirited”. At the end

of the night high bidders win their items to take

home and anything left is available for bid at

Fellowship Hour on Sunday.

This is not only a singularly enjoyable event,

but is also critical to the J2A Youth program.

Without this financial support, the Pilgrimage

that occurs every 2 years would not be possible.

This trip culminates the J2A program and is a

key element, serving as a spiritual finale to a

four year experience that has a significant im-

pact on the lives of our young adults at St.

Stephens.

To make a donation contact Ken Fuhr

(kfuhrs3@comcast.net) or Corinne Fragnoli

(cfragnoli@att.net). Simply describe your con-

tribution, estimate its current value, and take it

to them at church.

More on the J2A Auction
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These Parish Families

2/7 Anne, Sarah & Kristopher Mortensen

Albertine Mosier

2/14 Alice & Carolyn Moss

John & Judy Mulcahy

2/21 Matthew, Molly, Grace & Daniel

Neumann

Art & Sally Nicley

2/28 Kay Novak

Larry & Lynn Nunn

3/7 Susie O’Hara, John & Matt Glover

Mike, Ami, Quinn, Margaret, Pema,

Norah, Lachlan & Kassidy O’Neill

We Ask Your Prayers for...
Members

Mary Lou Bryson Albertine Mosier

Seung Cho Jack & Judy Mulcahy

Harold Golding Nancy Sams

Steve Kirby Charles Saylor

Barbara Lehti Martha Szott

Pat Look Taylor Ward

Jim McQuiston Joy James Williams

Roger Blackwood

Family & Friends

MeghannArmstrong Cynthia Johnston

Timothy Bennett Steve Johnston

Gloria Bober Carter Ketner

Jacob Boldt Lucille Makarov

Michael Carroll Charles McKenzie

Anne Coffman Patty McKibbon

Larry Coggins Jeri Merton

Aaron Cremeans MJ Ogden

Nancy Dickens JenniferRaybaud

JackDillon Robin Raybould

CathlynnDuncan Don Saylor

BettyFeighner Carol Schmidt

JohnGood Meg Schwendler

DillonHeybour Chris Slezak

GraceHuising John Spates

RobertJames Nick Taylor

LyleJarvis

Don & Jackie

Ingersoll .................. 3

John & Miranda

Spates ..................... 3

James & Becky

Goodwin ................... 12

Paul & Judy

McClendon ..............21

February

Aniversaries

Rachel Barton - Granddaughter of Jane & Harry Frank

Kyle Hoffman- Known to Joe & Jan Hopper

Nathan Madak - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

David Mentier - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

Brian Papet - Son of Bruce & Nancy Papet

Joshua Spates - Son of John & Miranda Spates

Taylor Ward - Son of Kevin & Carol Ward

Those in the Armed Services

The Departed
Harold Hotelling

Member of St. Stephen’s

Marianne Woerlen

Sister of Inge Wojas

Beverly Inman

Niece of Bill Langridge

Kristen Wilhelm

Athens Student

Dave Kiger

Friend of Paul Hardy

Marge Nixon

Aunt of Dave Stein

Walt Hayden

Uncle of Jill Stein

Helen Koneval

Grandmother of Lisa Bialowas

Born

Elan Radcliffe Davenport

Son of Matt & Juli Davenport

Grandson of Barry & Cheryl Davenport

Edy Heather Mayotte

Daugher of Scott & Leslie Mayotte



8 Website: www.ststephenstroy.org (password: coffeehour)

How to Contact Us
Church Office: (Open 9:30-1:30 weekdays)

Tel: 248-641-8080 Fax: 248-641-8067

Cathy Hoffman, Administrator

Gretchen Waters, Administrative Assistant

Kathryn Hassel, Office Assistant

office@ststephenstroy.org

The Rev. Jonathan Sams, Rector

rector@ststephenstroy.org

The Rev.Manisha Dostert, Associate Rector

Cell: 919-880-0506

associate@ststephenstroy.org

The Rev. Liz Forest, Deacon

deacon@ststephenstroy.org

Miranda Spates, Sexton

sexton@ststephenstroy.org

Dave Stein Treasurer

Cathy Hoffman, Assistant to the Treasurer

treasurer@ststephenstroy.org

Church Website: John Morley, Webmaster

www.ststephenstroy.org

(password: coffeehour)

The Witness, Liz Sinkovich, Editor

witness@ststephenstroy.org

E-mail, bring to church or fax: 248-641-8067

Weekly Services:

Sat. 4:30 p.m.

Eucharist for All Ages

Sun., 8 a.m.

Early Eucharist

..............................................................

Sun, 10 a.m.

Eucharist, with music, Nursery

St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Church

5500 North Adams Road

Troy, MI 48098

Please remember St. Stephen’s in your will

Change Service Requested

Dated Material

FEBRUARY 2010

If you have e-mail, you can receive our newsletter faster! Please send your

e-mail address to office@ststephenstroy.org. Thank you in advance for

helping us with our continued effort to.....THINK GREEN!


