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Economic recovery is 
on everyone’s mind 
these days, especially 
here in Michigan.  For 
Christians, recovery 
is a process that pre-
dates our present 
crises by more than 
2,000 years.  At St. 
Stephen’s we seek to 
support one another 
in recovering from 
recession, depres-
sion, division, denial, 
disenchantment, and 
all other manifesta-
tions of sin and 
death.  We do this by 
singing out, laughing 
often, crying to-
gether, reaching out 
beyond our own walls, 
and learning what it 
means to be a disci-
ple of Jesus Christ in 
our own time and 
place.  Join us in 
celebrating “tradition 
with humanity and 
humor.” 
 

The Rambling 
Rector 

This was the best-attended Annual Meeting St. 
Stephen’s has had within memory, and, thanks to 
the efforts of Lisa Bialowas and the Hospitality 
Committee, there was plenty of food for all. 
(Speaking of Lisa, please be sure to read her article 
that appears later in this issue of The Witness… it 
documents one of the issues dealt with at the An-
nual Meeting in a very balanced, yet strongly com-
mitted fashion.) 

    As I said in my Report to the Annual Meeting , I 
think 2010, despite the problems  faced in manag-
ing our cash flow, represented St. Stephen’s at its 
best. Thanks to very strong parish giving in August 
and December, we ended the year with expenses 
exceeding revenue by only about $2300. I take this 
as a sign from God, and from the people of St. 
Stephen’s, that this is a parish that is called to be 
served, as it has been for the last 5 ½  years, by 
two full-time clergy, with the expanded programs 
and volunteer opportunities that the presence of 
two clergy has made possible. 

     The Vestry’s commitment to budgeting for two 
clergy was not accomplished without sacrifice, and 
a number of cherished programs saw cuts in their 

appropriations for 
2011. This gave 
rise to contro-

versy at the Annual Meeting, with successful mo-
tions from the floor urging the Vestry to restore 
funding for Habitat for Humanity and the hospital-
ity ministry. From these actions I draw two conclu-
sions. 

1)   There is a strong, grassroots commitment 
to outreach in this congregation. Many of 
our people believe that outreach is what 
the church is here to do, and this is par-
ticularly true with regard to our invest-
ment in Habitat for Humanity, since we 
have an official, formal status as a 
“Covenant Congregation” and have 
pledged to contribute $5000 a year to 
help finance the purchase of homes. The 
point was made that unless this formal 
commitment is rescinded, our Habitat for 

Humanity Pledge should be part of the 
Parish Budget, not another special ap-
peal. 

2)   There is another group within the con-
gregation that is concerned with St. 
Stephen’s willingness to approve budgets 
that it has not been able to fully fund.  
The question remains, as it did in 2010: 
is the congregation prepared to increase 
its giving enough to support these ex-
panded ministries? 

     This is a question that cannot be answered in 
any meeting, but only by individu-
als searching their hearts and 
their personal finances to discern 
how God is calling each of them to 
give. We know that God has sus-
tained us in the past, sometimes precariously, but 
always faithfully.  What form will that take in 
2011? 

      In the meantime, we have the opportunity to 
pursue another one of St. Stephen’s long-term 
goals: practice reconciliation. This is a prime time 
for the people of St. Stephen’s to listen deeply to 
each other, to disagree graciously, and to forgive 

readily.  Among those who 
follow Jesus, there is no such 
thing as a loser, even when 
one side receives fewer votes 

than another. No matter what happens in 2011, 
you can be sure that God will be slipping up on us 
in ways we do not anticipate. Our task is to be 
alert for such subversive manifestations of the 
Spirit, and when they occur, to have the humility 
to laugh at ourselves, shake our heads in wonder, 
and rejoice. 

Rambling around the Annual Meeting 
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         Around the Parish 

February    
Lectionary  
Feb 6—Epiphany 5 
  Is 58:1-9a(9b-12) 
  Psalm 112: 1-9, (10) 
  1 Cor 2: 1-12 (13-16) 
  Matt 5: 13-20 
 
Feb 13-Epiphany 6 
  Ecc 15: 15-20 
     or 
  Deut 30: 15-20 
  Psalm 119: 1-9 
  1 Cor 3: 1-9 
  Matt 5: 21-37 
 
Feb 20-Epiphany 7 
  Lev 19: 1-2, 9-18 
  Psalm 119: 33-40 
  1 Cor 3: 10-11, 16-23 
  Matt 5: 38-48 
 
Feb 27-Epiphany 8 
  Is 49: 8-16a 
  Psalm 131 
  1 Cor 4: 1-5 
  Matt 6: 24-34 
   
   
 
 
 
 

E ver wonder what exactly is in the Bible?  Come 
join a group who wrestles with the text and 

hopes to be blessed in the process.  Absolutely no 
experience with the Bible is necessary.  All questions 
are welcome-- nothing is off limits!  Fun for those 
who are new to the Bible and for those who have 
depended on the Word of God for all their lives. 

Each Wednesday, we meet in the Bishop Emrich 
Lounge at 10 am  and go through 11:30 am. 

Led by Pastor Manisha, who did not even pick up a 
Bible until she was 26 years old-- she knows how it 
feels to have no clue what is going on, and now she 
knows how wonderful it is to have the Scriptures as 
a companion in life. 

No Experience Necessary  

 
 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS! 

ST. STEPHEN’S ANNUAL IRISH 
NIGHT POT LUCK! 

 
FEATURING THE CELTIC KNOT 

 
SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 2011 

5:30 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. 

PLEASE SIGN UP IN THE GATHER-
ING AREA. 

 
BRING A DISH TO PASS AND ENJOY 
A NIGHT OF FUN AND FELLOWSHIP 

Dear Friends: 

      Below you will find a description of a program to 
be presented Sunday, February 13, at All Saints’ 
Pontiac, regarding the proposed “Anglican Cove-
nant” which the Episcopal Church will eventually be 
called upon to approve or not approve, with possible 
consequences for our relationship to other Anglican 
churches throughout the world. Although this issue 
may seem quite remote to us, it is something St. 
Stephen’s should not be in the dark about, especially 
when it comes to evaluating possible clergy appli-
cants in the future. 

     Also, the person making the presentation 
on February 13 is an old and good friend of 
mine who will make the subject interesting, I 
promise you. 

     It is asking a lot of Vestry members to attend, as 
they will have been at our own Vestry Retreat the 
Friday and Saturday before this event, but I will 
certainly attend, and hope some of you can do so 
also. 

F or the first time in 
the history of the 

Anglican Communion 
The Episcopal Church 
is being asked to sign 
a Covenant. What is 
the Covenant about? 
Why now? How can it 
help or hinder our 
relationship with each 
other.  

The Oakland Deanery 
is presenting a program on the Anglican Commun-
ion Covenant. The Archbishop of Canterbury re-
quests that every congregation in the Anglican 
Communion make themselves familiar with the 
Covenant and have discussion.  

     There will come a time when this document will 
be set before us for vote at Convention. Join the 
Oakland Deanery for a conversation about the pro-
posed Anglican Covenant. The discussion will be 
facilitated by Bonnie Anderson, President of the 
House of Deputies.  

     All are welcome, and representatives from the 
Oakland Deanery are especially encouraged to at-
tend this important conversation. With questions 
contact Rev. Karen Johanns at 
kjhanns@allsaintspontiac.org or Rev. Stacy Salles 
at revsalles@juno.com . 

An Episcopal Covenent 
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The choir rehearses 
each Wednesday at 
7:15.  Please come and 
join this remarkable 
group. 
 
The children's choir 
will meet every Sun-
day right after the 
10:00 church service 
 
Come and make a joy-
ful noise! 
 

Around the Parish—cont. 

I n recent years a number of you have participated 
in our LENTEN SPIRITUAL RETREATS held at St. 

Augustine’s House, on Drahner 
Rd. in Oxford, MI, Sharing the 
life of this small Lutheran mo-
nastic community can be a pro-
found experience of serenity 
and peace, as well as a source 
of new spiritual energy.   

     I am hoping you will want to 
participate in this year’s Lenten Retreat. If you are 
interested, please let me know which of the dates 
listed below would be best for you. I want to sched-
ule the event so as to allow for maximum participa-
tion.  

     St. Augustine’s is close enough so that people 
can commute for the Friday evening and Saturday 
sessions.  

     There is room for 5 or 6 of us to stay at the 
Monastery overnight. I anticipate our having dinner 
and lunch with the monks, plus a light breakfast 
after the Eucharist on Saturday morning.  

     In addition to frequent worship with the monas-
tic community, there will be group meditation and 
discussion and time for individual reading, medita-
tion, or walking in the woods.  

     The cost per person is $40, ($50 for overnight) 
with scholarships available to anyone.   The possible 
dates are  March 11-12 or April 1-2.  The retreat 
starts on Friday evening and would run until Satur-
day at 3.  

    Please let me know what dates would work best. 

Peace be with you. 

 

Lenten Retreat 

O ver the past few months I have been writ-
ing about St. Stephen’s relationship with 

Hospitality.  It is a strong and faithful relationship 
with give and take on both sides of the equation.  
We give of our time and talents and we take com-
fort in the fact that our church family is there 
when we need them to provide a warm meal, 
some entertainment and fellowship, a shoulder to 

cry on, or a sympathetic 
ear when we need it. 
     Through the generos-
ity of the committee mem-
bers and several 
“hospitality an-
gels” (people who bake, 

cook, or provide extra help when we need it), we 
do our best to make events open to everyone with 
minimal or no cost. 
     In 2011, our committee, along with many other 
worthy committees is facing another cut in our 
budget.  We recognize and understand the need 
for this but, as a result, some of the events that we 
have held in the past will not have the funding to 
continue in the same way unless we can come up 
with ways to reduce costs and/or ask for donations 
to help fund these events. 
     I am prayerfully struggling with this issue as the 
business person in me recognizes the financial con-
siderations and does battle with the emotional side 
of me that hates to ask people to put a price tag 
on fun/fellowship. 
     The Hospitality Committee is asking for your 
prayers as we ponder our course in 2011.  We also 
ask for your understanding and consideration when 
at future events we may request a “good-will” do-
nation or nominal fee to help defray the costs asso-
ciated with some of our bigger events.       
     However, we will not turn anyone away if they 
are not able to contribute. 
     We are open to your input and suggestions and 
we are continually seeking new members to help 
us in our quest to continue to make St. Stephens a 
warm and welcoming home for all of the members 
of our church family. 
     Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions or thoughts you would like to share. 
 

    -Lisa Bialowas 
  

  586-948-3856 

The Cost of Hospitality 
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Under the Dogwood 

Please check the website for the most up-to-
date calendar of events 
www.ststephenstroy.org 

Fellowship Hour and Hospitality 
L et’s talk over tea!  Chat over coffee!  Converse over cookies! Enjoy fellowship with fruitcake!  Catch up with friends, 

and committee members!  Welcome visitors!  Is someone selling popcorn? 
     Please take on opportunity to host Fellowship Hour one Sunday – it truly becomes a rewarding task for you as you 
provide hospitality for your fellow parishioners and visitors to St. Stephen’s.  You may host Fellowship Hour on your own, 
or reach out to someone near you and ask them to share in this activity – this ministry – by hosting with you.  While the 
time after the10:00 service is more about fellowship than coffee/tea, without the coffee and tea Fellowship Hour just is 
not the same!  While our clergy provide nourishment for our minds and the Spirit provides for our souls, we still need a bit 
of nourishment for our bodies. 
     Being the host for Fellowship Hour simply requires you to arrive about 9:20, prepare the coffee, put whatever tidbits of 
food you would like to share on platters, return to the kitchen after communion to make the tea and pour the beverages, 
and then greet your fellow parishioners as they come through the line. Piece of cake!!! 
     As I write this, I am pleased to see new names.  I am also struck once more by the number of people who have so 
generously hosted Fellowship Hour several times during the year.  We most especially thank you.  On the other hand, 
if you have not yet used this opportunity to greet your fellow parishioners with a cup of coffee/tea, won’t you do so in the 
next few months?   
     If you aren’t certain what to do, I am very happy to show you around the kitchen.  Instructions are posted in the 
kitchen (conveniently by the coffee pots) and mailed to you by Elaine Church.  If you would rather experiment your first 
time by partnering with someone who has a little experience, please look at the following list of names and ask to coordi-
nate with one of them; or have another person bake and you make the beverages.  Please also know there are usually 
cookies and so forth left from a previous Sunday.  So if you are not able to bring snacks yourself, it is certainly okay to 
use what is there. 

Diane Kenefic 
Hosts for June through December were: 
                 Jerry & Kathy Sebrowski   Memorial Garden Committee 
   Jim & Mardi Maxwell   Claire Grutta & Bonnie Gross 
   Dennis & Mary Bishop   Seung, Sunn, & Daniel Cho 
   Verna Barr & Sharon Eck (x2)  Jill & Dave Stein 
   Denise Latkowski                   Norma Ross, Susan Russell & Joanne Morelli (x2) 
   Jan & Joe Hopper    Member Development Committee 
   Colin & Kathy Davis   Caring Ministries 
   Renée & Herschel Hicks   Marne Prouty 
   GEM Singles Group   Sara & Shanker Sundaresann 
   Endowment Committee   SWAT Team 
   Michelle Pickering    Adult Faith Committee 
   Jane & Mike Wellman    
    “Cantata Sunday,”  “the Annual Picnic,” and “Welcome Back Breakfast”  
     hosted by the Hospitality Committee 

Angels 

“Some of the angels 
are in charge of help-
ing heal sick animals 
and pets.  And if they 
don’t make the ani-
mals better, they 
help the kids get over 
it.” 
 

Vickie—age 8 
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Reaching Out February   
Birthdays 

Steve Fragnoli............1 
Kristen Schreck ........1 
Anne Miller ................ 2 
Christina Elder.......... 2 
Frances Hammond....3 
Gary Abitheira.......... 3 
Gavin Betts ................ 3 
Alyssa Betts .............. 3 
William Waun ............ 4 
Katelyn Gerard ......... 4 
Katherine Sebrowski6 
Derek Bialowas.......... 6 
Jacquelyn Parent...... 8 
Sylvia Karlsson.......... 9 
Nancy Smith............ 10 
Amy Church ............. 10 
Nathan Schreck ..... 10 
Marion DeLong .........11 
Lillian Aschenbach . 12 
Thomas Hyland........ 12 
JJ Podsiadlik........... 12 
Janet Eldon.............. 13 
Larua Terlecky........ 13 
Patti Fox................... 15 
Melissa Heberling .. 15 
Carolyn Ward .......... 16 
Meghan Brokenshire16 
Clair Smith............... 16 
Helen Slater ............ 17 
Sheryl Smith........... 17 
Colin Davis................ 19 
James Addington ...20 
Anne Mortensen ..... 21 
Peggy Treadwell......22 
Matthew Neumann .22 
Mackenzie Hardy ...23 
Kathy Sobolewski ...24 
Jeralyn Burrell........25 
Gillian Terlecky.......25 
Jeanne Blythe .........26 
Mary Lou Bryson.....28 
Kathleen Herderich28 
Michael Taormino...28 
John Pincura............28 
Andrew Gerard .......28 
 
 

S ometimes, God provides us with a glimpse of 
how our good deeds affect others.  Many of us 

contributed to the Christmas Giving Tree, a tree 
filled with ornaments that had items listed that folks 
needed.   

Many of the recipients were men. . . transitioning 
from the prison system back into society. . .men 
usually forgotten at holidays. They were very ap-
preciative to be given sweatshirts, hats, gloves, 
underwear & personal hygiene products – all from 
St. Stephen’s in honor of the Christmas Spirit. 

We received this wonderful Christmas card from 
them, thanking us for our gifts.   

The Giving Tree 

I  would like to invite any and all knitters to make 
warm hats, scarves and mittens for CCRT in 

Pontiac.  There is a great need.  Joan Morgan and 
Gretchen Waters would be happy to make sure that 
these items get to CCRT.  If you need patterns for 
hats, let me know, as I have several of them. 

  

Peace+  

  

Deacon Liz 

Knitters Needed 
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We Ask Your Prayers  for... 
Members 

Kay Coran      Judy Mulcahy 

Harold Golding      Mike O’Neill 

Steve Kirby      Charles Saylor 

Pat Look        

Albertine Mosier       

 

Family & Friends 

Steven Arent      Stephen McKibben 

Steven Bell      Shirley Morley 

Timothy Bennett      MJ Ogden 

Michael Carroll      Barb Paton 

Jack Dillon      Bill Paton 

Diane Douglass      Ryan Pote 

Cathlynn Duncan     Robin Raybould 

Betty Feighner      Liz Sage 

John Good      Tom Schults 

Norma Gormly      Meg Schwedler 

Sheila Hammond     Chris Slezak 

John Hoffman      Ivy Sloss 
Claudine Hoppen   Babs Sparhawk 
Robert James   Vonda Stearick 

Lyle Jarvis   Bill Thompson 
Lucille Makarov   Anna Wagner 
Patty McKibben   Aunt Mavey 

Those in the Armed Services 

Stephen Armstrong—Nephew of Phil & Linda Pierce 

Rachel Barton—Granddaughter of Jane & Harry Frank 

Jason Demattia—Known to Kathy Davis 

Andrew Fielder—Grandson of Davis Fielder 

Thomas Frydrych—Son‐in‐law of Rob & Amy Redmer 

Kyle Hoffman‐ Known to Joe & Jan Hopper 

Ian Hotton– Grandson of Randy Hotton 

Robert Johnstone—known to Alaina Nunn 

Ryan Kasky ‐ Grandson of Larry & Lynn Nunn 

Stephen L’Hommedieu—Godson of Phil & Linda Pierce 

Nathan Madak ‐ Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon 

David Mentier ‐ Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon 

Brian Papet ‐ Son of Bruce & Nancy Papet 

Andrew Rathbun—Known to Stephanie Herderich 

Kyle Rogowski—Nephew of Ken & Kris Fuhr 

Joshua Spates ‐ Son of John & Miranda Spates 

Taylor Ward ‐ Son of Kevin & Carol Ward 

These Parish Families  
2/6    Tom & Marilyn Borowski 

     Nikki & Tyler Braidwood 

2/13  Alice Brandon 

     Steve, Margaret, Caroline & Robert  

        Brandon 

2/20  Bob, Donna & Stephen Brokenshire 

    Mike, Erin, Meghan, Adrian, Audrey & 

        Kate Brokenshire 

2/27  Mary Lou Bryson 

    Pat, Nathan, Benjamin & Kathryn Buller 

3/6    Pat Burke 

     Karl & Marie Burnside 

 

The Departed 
Gloria Bober 

Known to Vicki Saylor 

 

Barbara Lehti 

Member of St. Stephen’s 

 

Ava Lee Addington 

Member of St. Stephen’s 

 

Aloysius Huss 

Friend of Andrew Hicks 

 

John Tame 

Friend of Karen Morley 

 

Matt Beeler 

Friend of Father Jon 

 

Helen Halpin 

Aunt of Deacon Liz 

February                
Anniversaries 

David & Sarah 
 Chapman..................2 
Don & Jackie 
 Ingersoll .................3 
John & Miranda 
 Spates .....................3 
James & Becky 
 Goodwin.................12 
Tony & Nancy 
 Konas..................... 20 
Paul & Judy 
 McClendon ............21 
Jim & Barbara  
 Whitaker ............. 27 
 



Medical & Surgical Dermatologist
!omas S. Pham, M.D.

S C S
M S • P

A • W • I N
M I  A

F  S
Clawson and Sterling Heights Locations

Adult & Children

(248) 655-0370

DETAILED CLEANING

Commercial | Residential
18 Years Experience

Melissa Stanley

248-935-3400

PrintPORT
Screen Printing, Design, Promotional Items

BARRY & CHERYL DAVENPORT

248-430-4611

Check out our website!

www.printportconnection.com

RESIDENTIAL RESURRECTIONS
Residential Remodeling

KITCHENS • BATHS • BASEMENTS • AND MORE!
Can do “Honey-Do” lists

 Bob Bagnall Lic. Builder
 Parish Member 248-722-6887

For Advertising Information,

call TOM KOENIG

at LPi today!

800.521.4486 • 586.979.4241 ext. 323

TKoenig@4LPi.com
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 “Your One Stop
 Shop For All Your
 Landscape Needs”

www.MillerLandscapeInc.com

248-391-2889

Colleen A. Schon, WMS
Senior Vice President, Investments

Investment Management Consultant

Raymond James & Associates, Inc.
691 N. Squirrel Road, Suite 222

Auburn Hills, MI 48326
248-276-2800 • 866-557-7366 Toll Free

248-373-0145 Fax
Colleen.Schon@raymondjames.com



How to Contact Us 

Church Office: (Open 9:30-1:30 weekdays) 
Tel: 248-641-8080       Fax: 248-641-8067 
Cathy Hoffman, Administrator 
Kathryn Hassel, Administrative Assistant 
Gretchen Waters, Office Assistant 
office@ststephenstroy.org  
The Rev. Jonathan Sams, Rector  
rector@ststephenstroy.org 
The Rev. Manisha Dostert, Associate Rector 
Cell:  919-880-0506 
associate@ststephenstroy.org 
The Rev. Liz Forest, Deacon  
deacon@ststephenstroy.org 
Ray Aiello, Sexton 
sexton@ststephenstroy.org 
Dave Stein Treasurer 
Cathy Hoffman, Assistant to the Treasurer 
treasurer@ststephenstroy.org 
Church Website: John Morley, Webmaster 
www.ststephenstroy.org  (password: coffeehour) 
The Witness, Liz Sinkovich, Editor  
witness@ststephenstroy.org 
E-mail, bring to church or fax:   248-641-8067 

St. Stephen’s  Episcopal 
Church 

5500 North Adams Road 
Troy, MI 48098 

Please remember St. Stephen’s in your will 

Change Service Requested 
Dated Material  
FEBRUARY 2011 

Weekly Services: 
 
Sat. 4:30 p.m. 
Eucharist for All Ages  
 
Sun., 8 a.m. 
Early Eucharist 
...............................................................  
Sun, 10 a.m. 
Eucharist, with music, Nursery 

If you have e-mail, you can receive our newsletter faster!  Please send your 
e-mail address to office@ststephenstroy.org.  Thank you in advance for 
helping us with our continued effort to.....THINK GREEN! 




