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Economic recovery is 
on everyone’s mind 
these days, especially 
here in Michigan.  For 
Christians, recovery 
is a process that pre-
dates our present 
crises by more than 
2000 years.  At St. 
Stephen’s we seek to 
support one another 
in recovering from 
recession, depres-
sion, division, denial, 
disenchantment, and 
all other manifesta-
tions of sin and 
death.  We do this by 
singing out, laughing 
often, crying to-
gether, reaching out 
beyond our own walls, 
and learning what it 
means to be a disci-
ple of Jesus Christ in 
our own time and 
place.  Join us in 
celebrating “tradition 
with humanity and 
humor.” 
 

The Rambling 
Rector 

I n 1931, Mahatma Gandhi said in his in his Spiritual 
Message to the World that 

“There is an indefinable, mysterious power that per-
vades everything.  I feel it, though I do not see it.  It is 
this unseen power that makes itself felt and yet defies all 
proof, because it is so unlike all that I perceive through 
my senses.  It transcends the senses.” 
     In the Celtic spiritual tradition this all-pervasive reality 
is regarded as particularly accessible in “thin places,” 
shrines, caves, and sacred springs where the wall be-
tween the “normal” world and the spirit world seems 
“thinner,” and it was in search of such places that 8 
youth and 4 adults from St. Stephen’s ventured to the 
Bay Area of California. Yet who can define a “thin place” 
for someone else? We do not even define them for our-
selves, because, most often, they find us. 
     So, perhaps it was the rocky promontory at the end 
of Point Reyes, 50 miles north of San Francisco, that 
reached out and drew us forward into the coastal fog, 
enticed us to walk 4.7 miles across steep and treeless 

terrain to a place where the sun sud-
denly broke through the veil of mist 
to reveal a stunning, wave-swept 
vista stretching as far as the eye 
could see in either direction. As one 
of the youth put it, “this is the thin-
nest place of all.” 
      Perhaps, also, it was the Episco-

pal Church of the Incarnation in Santa Rosa that drew 
us invisibly to its altar, where, presided over by my friend 
Father Matthew Lawrence, we shared a Healing Eucha-
rist with local parishioners, and where our own experi-
ences of brokenness and grief suddenly spilled out into 
the open to be prayed over, anointed, and blessed.  
     True, the (Episcopalian) Franciscan Brothers in the 
Mission District of San Francisco did not physically drag 
us into their small Friary, (nor are they all particularly 
thin), but their jolly hospitality and stories of their dra-
matic ministries on the streets of the city served to “thin 

the atmosphere” once more, despite the thick cloud of 
incense that filled their tiny chapel where we shared the 
Eucharist with them.    
        So the “thin places” did, in a 
sense, find us, at stately Grace 
Cathedral on Nob Hill, where we 
walked the Labyrinth in silence, 
and among 2,000 year-old Red-
woods in Muir Woods, where the 
silence walked tangibly with us. 
Even at crowded tourist venues 
such as Fisherman’s Wharf, one of the adults was 
moved to say, “sometimes it seems that everyplace is 
thin.”  
       On our last night of Pilgrimage we gathered at my 
brother’s house in Davis, California, where his wonderful 
swimming pool definitely called to us in the 100+ degree 
heat. With assistance from our youth, my brother and his 
wife prepared a true feast of California bounty, featuring 
every sort of locally-grown produce. We concluded with 
an informal Eucharist of the thinnest kind, with music 
provided by one of our own incredibly gifted young peo-
ple. As the group continued singing, coyotes joined in 
from the distant fields, drawn to our circle by the same 
“indefinable, mysterious power that pervades every-
thing.” 
       And so our pilgrimage has ended, drawn homeward 
by the “thinnest place of all.” If you are thinking, “wait a 
minute! I thought you said that was out there in Califor-
nia somewhere,” you are right, but didn’t I also write that 
“every place is thin?”  
       At any given moment, you may hear coyotes howl, 
or smell incense, or taste broken bread, or notice some 
utterly different sort of thing, and know your own pilgrim-
age has brought you home.  

 
                                                                         

Love, 
 
 

Rambling Around Thin Places 



August    
Lectionary  
Aug 1-Pentecost 10 
  Hosea 11: 1-11 
   Psalm 107:1-9, 43 or 
   Ec. 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-

23 
   Psalm 49: 1-11 
   Col 3: 1-11 
   Luke 12: 13-21 
 
Aug 8-Pentecost 11 
  Is 1:1, 10-20 
   Psalm 50: 1-8, 23-24 

or 
   Gen 15: 1-6 
   Psalm 33: 12-22 
   Heb 11: 1-3,8-16 
   Luke 12: 32-40 
 
Aug 15-Pentecost 12 
  Amos 8: 1-12 
   Psalm 52 or 
   Gen 18: 1-10a 
   Psalm 15 
   Col 1: 15-28 
   Luke 10: 38-42 
 
Aug 22-Pentecost 13  
   Jer 1: 4-10 
   Psalm 71: 1-6 or 
   Is 58: 9b-14 
   Psalm 103: 1-8 
   Heb 12: 18-29 
   Luke 13: 10-17 
 
Aug 29—Pentecost 14 
   Jer 2: 4-13 
   Psalm 81: 1, 10-16 or 
   Sir 10: 12-18 or 
   Prov 25: 6-7 
   Psalm 112 
   Heb 13: 1-8, 15-16 
   Luke 14: 1, 7-14 
    
  
 

      Around the Parish 

 Sunday School   
 

I t’s not just for kids!  Every Sunday from 9:00 to 9:45  
am, be a part of a lively discussion on the Gospel read-

ing for Sunday!  For 45 minutes between the 8am and 
10am services, this group meets in the Bishop Emrich 
Room (the library), is led by ordinary Christians like you, 
and welcomes all abilities and thoughts.  No experience 
with the Bible or Christianity is necessary! 
 

F or someone who has never owned their own home, 
or had a decent place to live, having a home is 

dream many never see.  This year, Habitat for Humanity 
has helped accomplish that dream.  This summer’s blitz 
build, two homes were built for two families who could not 
have had home were it not for the kindness of strangers 
coming together. 
 
2010 Building on Faith Week "best ever?" 
 
The feedback is not scientific, but Habitat for Humanity 
board and staff members report that many volunteers 
recently named Building on Faith Week 2010 the “best 
blitz build ever.”  
More than 200 volunteers from about three-dozen local 
churches worked together June 20 – 26 to build two Habi-
tat for Humanity houses in the Ferry Farms neighborhood 
of Pontiac. Door of Faith Christian Church hosted Building 
on Faith Week HQ. Aside from a thunderstorm or two, 
construction progressed according to plan. Above all, a 
spirit of calm celebration seemed to gild the week. 
The Oakland Press talked to two of Habitat’s members: 
“Pontiac resident Tameca Scott was excited to discover 
that she was one of these families that qualified to receive 
a home during the Build Blitz. She applied for a home in 
April after her daughter picked up the mail to find a Habi-
tat for Humanity fair brochure. Three weeks later, Habitat 
for Humanity Director of Family Services Kimberly 

Donelly informed her that Tameca and her three daugh-
ters, Kaprisha, Tamara, and Danya, were eligible for a 
home.  
‘ “Owning a ranch home has always been my dream,” 
said Scott. “I feel like I have won the lottery.”’ 
 
 In order to become the rightful owner, Scott is required 
to take 200 hours of financial classes and participate in 
100 construction hours, also know as sweat equity 
hours. Pierce explained that Habitat homes are not a 
giveaway, and Scott will be paying the mortgage. 
 Mary Cannon, the owner of one of the five homes that 
were built two years ago, said that working to receive 
her home on Ferry Avenue was one of the greatest 
things that has ever happened to her. She often volun-
teers with Habitat for Humanity and works to help give 
back to an organization she feels has given her so 
much. 
‘ “I love everything that they do,” said Cannon. “I love 
meeting new people and getting to work alongside vol-
unteers.”’ 
 Scott and Pierce both said that the neighborhood has 
improved since the new homes have been built. Pierce 
explained that  building two homes can create a 
neighborhood, and expanding to build five homes can 
transfer that into becoming a community.” 
From The Oakland Press, June 22, 2010 
 
What makes a house a home?  It’s not about the boards 
and shingles.  It’s about neighborhood and family, and 
caring about both.  Habitat has given this neighborhood 
an opportunity to grow and thrive. 
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Youth Sunday 
 

M any thanks for all of the young people who partici-
pated to make our Youth Sunday a very powerful 

worship experience! 
     Bless our 4 senior preachers: Justin Fragnoli, Robert 
Morgan, Carly El-Zoghby and Jillian Spina, who worked 
hard to bring good news to the congregation. 
     Below is an excerpt from Justin’s sermon on the first 
reading from Jeremiah when the Israelites were exiled 
from their home to Babylon: “For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 
hope” (Jeremiah 29.11). 
 
 
  

L ife isn’t easy by any means, but we have to try to 
remain true to our faith.  As hard as it is we have to 

try and remain grounded, and realize that God has a 
plan for each and every one of us.   
     You know, before this year I had never once at-
tended a funeral, and this year I have attended four.  I 
attended the funerals for two family members, Harold 
Hotelling’s, and a friend in the community.  I guess going 
into my first funeral, I was expecting more doom and 
gloom.   
     But that is what this passage in Jeremiah is all 
about.  “But seek welfare of the city where I have sent 
you to exile…”   
     At each of these funerals, amongst the tears and 
sadness, there was laughter and joy, there was 
hope.  There was laughter because all the people, who 
had gathered there on that day, were there to comfort 
one another through bounteous stories of good fortune 
and memories.   
     There was joy because friends and families alike 
were able to congregate as one and pay their respects 

to the deceased and each other.  When you are at a 
funeral, or a visitation, it seems as if time moves slower 
than usual, you tend to forget about everything other 
than getting closer with the family and friends surround-
ing you.   
     This was my experience at least.  But my point is 
this, right in this “moment of exile” where it seems as if 
everything has been lost; God’s people found welfare, 
welfare in each other and in their laughter of the times 
shared with one another.  There is hope, because the 
deceased are now in a better place.  And there is hope, 
that old relationships were mended and that new ones 
were formed. 
     You are probably asking “how can I find welfare in 
my life?” my answer to you is this.  No matter the cir-
cumstance, no matter the adversity you are facing, we 
are all part of a plan.  A plan so great that we cannot 
even begin to fathom its purpose.   
     You [may be] facing the cruelest adversities in your 
life, and the only thing I can say to you is; remain true to 
your faith, for this is God’s plan, for you, for your family, 
for us as a congregation.    
     We are all Israelites, and at some point we are all 
going to be exiled from our homes in Jerusalem and 
sent to live amongst our enemies in the streets of Baby-
lon.  “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the 
Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give 
you a future with hope.” Amen. 

It’s never too early 
to start thinking 
about singing.  Stay 
tuned, choir starts 
in September 

Around the Parish—cont. 

You know 
you're 

Episcopal 
when…. 

While looking for a 
can opener in the 
kitchen, all you can 
find are four cork-
screws…. 
 
You know that a pri-
mate isn’t just a mon-
key…. 
 
Your friend says, “I’m 
truly sorry!” and you 
reply, “and you hum-
bly repent?” 
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Storytellers: story@ststephenstroy.org  

A s you know, Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast of 
the country in 2005.  Our youth went down to Bay 

St. Louis to help with the clean up.  Not once.  But twice.  
And both trips were spent among the people of Christ 
Church in Bay St. Louis.  On May 30, 2010, the church 
was once again in a building.  The people of that parish, 
the true church, once again, had a building to worship in.  
This story is the from their church newsletter about the 
consecration of that building. 
 

A ugust 17, 1969 and August 29, 2005 brought two 
incredibly destructive  hurricanes to the Mississippi 

Gulf Coast destroying the Christ Church Sanctuary and 
buildings on those two dates.  But the courage and love 
of God remains in the Body of Christ Church, the people.  
Christ Church  remains in Bay St. Louis as a symbol of 
God's indestructible spirit within His people. 
Bishop Duncan Gray III gathered with the parishioners of 
Christ Episcopal Church, Bay St. Louis on Sunday, May 
30, 2010 to consecrate and dedicated the new church 
and parish hall.  
     It was beyond a joyful experience to see the brand 
new pews filled with church members, their families, and 
friends of the parish who have supported Christ Church 
in the aftermath of Katrina. 
     The weather, though hot and humid, was sunny and 
bright, making the newly sodded and bricked Memorial 
Garden an ideal setting to begin the service. Processing 
first to the doors of the Church, the Bishop began the 
Liturgy of Consecration in the traditional fashion, knock-
ing on the doors and proclaiming boldly, “Let the doors 
be opened.” Many folks reported chills at such a sacred 
moment.   
     After making the sign of the Cross on the threshold, 
the Bishop led us into the nave of the Church. The parish 
children, homemade clay water pots in hand, helped the 
Bishop pour water at the Blessing of the Baptismal font.   

     In his sermon, Bishop Gray mentioned his recent trip 
to the Sudan and spoke powerfully about the efforts of the 
Sudanese people to rebuild in the wake of war and de-
struction. He noted that the courage of the people of 
Christ Church, rebuilding right on the beach after our own 
devastation, makes us icons of hope for Christians in far 
away places. He urged us to continue to be icons of 
hope, even with the threat of oil in the gulf, and to make 
our new church a home to all who would seek Christ in 
anxious times.  
 
From “Under the Live Oaks,” Christ Episcopal Church, 
Bay St. Louis—Summer 2010 

Liz  Sinkovich is the 
Storyteller. Call, write 
or email her with your 
stories: 
story@ststephenstroy. 
org 

Stories are the vehi-
cles that God uses to 
tell of His work in our 
community and in our-
selves.  It is how we 
connect and know one 
another.   
 
Maybe you remember 
our youth traveling to 
Mississippi to help in 
the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina.  
What you may not 
know, is the grounds 
they stayed on had 
once housed a church 
that was totally dev-
astated by the hurri-
cane.  Now, that 
church is rebuilt.  
And this is the story 
of it’s reopening. 
 
 
What we do matters! 
 
 

Hurricane Katrina Update 

     I used parts of a story written by Susan Stevens, of 
Christ Episcopal Church in Bay St. Louis,  to tell how the 
kindness of strangers helped them.  She writes, “The 
kindness of strangers; the volunteers that have arrived to 
provide support; the attention from the world – at times 
overwhelming and humbling; prove that we are loved and 
cared for in ways that we could never before have antici-
pated. We have been the recipients of incredible uncondi-
tional love – from the family and friends who have pro-
vided physical and financial assistance; not only helping 
us salvage what we could from our home; but then help-
ing gut it out too…” 
     She adds, “It reminds me of how we never know when 
something we say, do, or write will have a profound effect 
on someone else; even when that was not our intention; 
and even when the someone is unknown to us. Very 
humbling isn't it”   
     Indeed. 
 

Liz Sinkovich 
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Under the Dogwood 

I t is with great sadness that I must report the unex-
pected death of Carlyn Klein, a long time parishioner. 

Carlyn suffered from many disabilities, but no one was 
aware (perhaps not even Carlyn) that terminal cancer 
was among them. Apparently she was diagnosed, hospi-
talized, placed in hospice care, and died within a period of 
a few weeks.  
          Carlyn was an amputee who struggled with chronic 
pain and other health issues. Daily life was a struggle for 
her, but she maintained an admirable dignity and good 
humor through it all. She had great faith in the church’s 
prayers, and called the office often to ask that prayers be 
said for almost anything that was happening in her life. 
Astonishingly, we did not learn that she had terminal can-
cer and was entering hospice care until after her death. 
She died at St. Joseph’s Hospital on Thursday, July 8, 
and we learned of it on July 12.  
    There were limits to what we could do to help Carlyn 
during her life, but we can certainly provide her with a 
funeral that honors her struggle and celebrates her cour-
age and faith. A Memorial Service will be held at the 
church on Saturday, October 2nd, at a time to be an-
nounced. Please watch for details,  
 
          Love,   
 

Men - do you dare? 
Hospitality needs YOU! 

  

W e are always looking for additional men (yes! 
MEN) and women to become part of this vital 

ministry at St. Stephen's.  We will welcome each and 
every person who enjoys working hard to help bring 
about the social events at St. Stephen's that add to the 
fun and fellowship of our church.    
If you would rather help on only a particular event, that 
would be fine, too.  Some of our traditional annual 
events are the Welcome Back Breakfast, 12th Night, 
Irish Night, and the Church Picnic/Family Fun Day. Just 
let us know what you would like to do.  
 We are also always looking for fresh ideas. Iif you have 
an idea for a new event, or would like to give new life to 
a previously enjoyed one (such as a family Halloween 
evening) please join us at 9:30 in the morning on Satur-
day August 14.  We do hope to see YOU there. 

  
~ Diane Kenefic and the Hospitality Committee 

Guest Chef’s for SOS  
 

O n Sunday, September 26th through Saturday Octo-
ber 2nd , in order to spread the workload and give 

parish wide opportunity to volunteer, we look for a differ-
ent Chef each night. That Chef can recruit a crew or we 
can appeal for finding help. Separately we look for a dish-
washing saint for each night. 
Recipes are already written or we can support any you 
prefer to do. Foodstuffs are supplied as needed by pa-
rishioner donations. 
If you would like to help but not be the Chef also sign up 
and say to help only. 
This is a parish wide effort and we pray for God’s bless-
ings on our endeavor.  
To volunteer. 
Please call Colin at 248-652-9039 and leave a message 
or reply by email to underdog@wowway.com 
 

Colin 

Carlyn Klein 
Bulletin Bits 
 
God Bless our Church 
Staff—I haven’t seen 
these in our bulletin: 
 
“The sermon this 
morning ‘Jesus walks 
on Water.’  The ser-
mon tonight: ‘Looking 
for Jesus.’” 
 
“Ladies!  Don’t forget 
the rummage sale.  
It’s a chance to get 
rid of those things 
not worth keeping 
around the house.  
Bring your husbands!” 
 
“Low Self Esteem 
Support Group will 
meet Thursday at 7 
p.m.—Please use the 
back door.” 
 
“Potluck supper Sun-
day at 5 p.m.  Prayer 
and medication to 
follow.” 
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August   
Birthdays 

Reaching Out 

D id you know????  We had $1000 to give away this year!  The Outreach Ministry Team has developed mini-grants.  
You fill one out for your favorite charity, and your organization can receive $50 to $100.  To date, we have fulfilled 8 

grants.  We have $250 left.  Who do you think would benefit from a gift?  

AWARDED $100:  AT Children’s Project 
Dear St. Stephen’s,  
Thanks be to God for the generous gift that you gave to 
one of my favorite charities (www.communityatcp.org ) !  
We have witnessed how this degenerative disease 
(Ataxia Telangiectasia) can affect children.  Our grand-
son, Matthew, has the disease and has been in a wheel-
chair most of his 18 years.  Most children do not survive 
through their twenties.  

   Bill and Sandy Martin 

AWARDED $100:  Bridging AZ Furniture Bank 
Dear St. Stephen’s,  
Thanks be to God for the generous gift that you gave to 
one of my favorite charities (www.bridgingaz.org/baz ) !  
Despite tough financial times, my sister and brother-in-
law, founders of the charity, continue to work hard to 
make their mission statement a reality: “No child within 
our reach will sleep directly on the floor.”  I am confident 
that their continued effors and commitment will make an 
impact on the “the least of these” in their community.  

   Cindy Bailey 
 

AWARDED $100:  AIDS Partnership Michigan 
Dear St. Stephen’s,  
Thanks be to God for the generous gift that you gave to 
one of my favorite charities (www.aidspartnership.org ) !  
They are the only group in Michigan that supports anyone 
with AIDS and their families.  In addition to the 200,000 
calls answered in the last 15 years, AIDS Partnership 
Michigan also responds to this complex and ever-evolving 
crisis with a wide variety of other programs, including 
“safe sex” seminars to young adults. Compassion is the 
foundation of our many efforts to meet the needs of those 
touched directly or indirectly by the disease. 

   Deacon Liz Forest 

AWARDED $50:  Paws With A Cause 
Dear St. Stephen’s,  
Thanks be to God for the generous gift that you gave to 
one of my favorite charities (www.pawswithacause.org) !  
This request is in memory of Peggy Trendle.  She was a 
member of our Altar Guild for a number of years and was 
always there to help even though she was ill with cancer.  
She went through many treatments and lost her hair sev-
eral times, but she was happy when it came back curly!  
Once, when she was helping set up communion, she was 
down in the dumps and so I asked the supply priest to 
say a blessing and he put the sign of the cross on her.  It 
meant a lot to her.   
She loved her dogs. When her dog died, Liz Sinkovich’s 
dog had just died, too, and they consoled one another.  
When I see someone in a wheelchair with a dog with a 
cover “Paws with A Cause” I think of Peggy—this was an 
outreach for her. 

Alice Brandon 

AWARDED $100:  St. Anne’s Mead Senior Living 
Community 
Dear St. Stephen’s,  
Thanks be to God for the generous gift that you gave to 
one of my favorite charities (www.stannesmead.org ) !  
The Mead is a faith-based loving and caring community 
in Southfield, MI.  Many of you are familiar with the facil-
ity and its excellent programs.  Let us be of service to 
our seniors, continuing the tradition of “people you trust 
caring for people you love.” 

   Kathryn Hassel 

Elizabeth Raczkowski.....1 
Bob Brokenshire..............2 
Bruce Papet........................2 
Jenna Przeslawski...........2 
Liz Sinkovich......................3 
Olivia DeCiantis................4 
Amber Allen.......................5 
Pat Look................................6 
Carly El-Zoghby................6 
Sharon Sands....................7 
Joe Crowell.........................7 
Daniel Cho............................7 
Paul McClendon.................8 
Jennifer Hatchet............8 
Geoff Walter....................9 
Lindsey Miller..................10 
Madeleine Roberts.......10 
Jan Hopper........................11 
Linda Lambert..................11 
Courtney Bialowas..........11 
Harry Frank......................12 
Stephen Brokenshire..13 
Melissa Duggan...............13 
Joe Hopper.......................14 
Carolyn Miller ..................18 
Rebecca Jose..................18 
Richard Kenefic III.....21 
Helen Giles........................21 
Bryon Converse..............22 
Robin Gratsch.................22 
Herschel Hicks..............23 
Joan Knapp.......................25 
Chibuzo Okeagu.............26 
James Schmidt.............26 
Kathryn Hassel..............27 
Kristen Walter ..............27 
Jeffrey Williams..........28 
Claire Spivey...................28 
Lou Mirzoian....................30 
Jonathan Burrell...........30 
Chloe Malinich................30 
Susan Taormino..............31 
Kyle Bailey.........................31 
Benjamin Buller...............31 
Cathryn Hardy................31 
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Dear beloved of God, 
 Grace and peace to you from God, who is our begin-
ning and our end! 
 It has become necessary to appeal to you to sacri-
fice a little bit more, to give a little bit more.  Our deficit is 
the largest we have had this early in the year ($35,000) 
and cash available to pay bills, salaries and ministry ex-
penses has become alarmingly low.  If our giving trend 
does not change, we anticipate a shortfall of $70,000 by 
the end of the year. 
 Therefore, with the blessing of Father Jonathan+, 
who is on vacation until Aug. 11, the church wardens, 
treasurers, clerk and I have created a policy for the month 
of August to limit spending to only the essential needs of 
our parish.  We hope that this will not seriously impede 
the work God has called us to do, but instead will help 
ensure we have the funds we need to pay for necessary 
expenses. Clearly, this is only a stopgap measure and not 
intended to solve our strange crisis. 
 I call it “strange” because, like you, I, too, am in a 
personal quandary on how to be prudent during a reces-
sion, trying to save for uncertain times, and yet, still ac-
knowledging God’s ministry is vital for the good of our 
world.  I want to remember all that I have comes from 
God and belongs to Him (see Deuteronomy 8.17-18), but 
I also do not want to be in a pickle should the economy 
remain poor or, God forbid, worsen. 
 Nevertheless, I remember that our spiritual ances-
tors knew how to practice sacrificial giving to God in the 
midst of strange crises.  They gave up and burnt the first 
and the best of their animals as a symbol to God that they 
knew they depended on Him for everything.  They offered 
the first tenth of their harvest with the hope that God 
would provide for them during the rest of the harvest.  
Even in times of poverty and drought, they gave their last 
coins, their last bread and their last oil. 
  Can you and I practice sacrificial giving like they did? 
 Sacrificial giving can take the form of any amount.  
In practical numbers, in August if 100 families contribute 
$350 above and beyond their regular offering, we could 
eliminate our current deficit.  Our reward will be nothing 

A Letter to the People of St. Stephen’s Love 
 According 

to Kids 
 
“When someone loves 
you, the way they say 
your name is differ-
ent.  You just know 
your name is safe in 
their mouth.” 

Billy—age 4 
 
“Love is what’s in the 
room with you at 
Christmas if you stop 
opening presents and 
listen.” 

Bobby—age 7 
 

“If you want to learn 
to love better, you 
should start with a 
friend you hate.” 

Nikka—age 6 
 

Calling all 
Teachers 

Sunday School starts 
on September 12th.  
If you have a gift for 
teaching, a love for 
children and want to 
share good news, let 
Pastor Manisha know. 

less than joy for our future together, a good conscience, 
an anticipated “Well done!” from the Lord, and the intan-
gible benefits that come from practicing the spiritual 
discipline of sacrificial giving.   In this vein, we have 
already received from one family the promise to match 
all contributions in July and August designated “Pledge 
For Our Future” up to the first $10,000!!   
 Our vestry meets on Sunday, August 22 and is 
preparing to recommend more lasting cuts to our minis-
tries if our financial health does not change.  Perhaps 
these cuts are the will of God.  Or maybe you are like 
that family matching contributions and believe in the 
future and ministries of St. Stephen’s.  Let us see what 
we accomplish together with God before that August 
meeting, always remembering that “each of you must 
give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 
Corinthians 9.7).   
                   With good cheer,  
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We Ask Your Prayers  for... 
Members 
Ava Lee Addington   Pat Look 
Mary Lou Bryson   Albertine Mosier 
Dave Fielder   Jack & Judy Mulcahy 
Harold Golding   Mike O’Neill 
Richard Kenefic   Janet Satyanathan 
Steve Kirby   Charles Saylor 
Barb Lehti   Joe Hopper 
  

Family & Friends 
Hugh Bandsuch Robert James 
Mary Bandsuch Lyle Jarvis 
Matt Bandsuch LeRoy Johnson 
Timothy Bennett Cynthia Johnston 
Gloria Bober Steve Johnston 
 Isabelle Canale Lucille Makarov 
Michael Carroll Patty McKibbon 
David Coleman     Stephen McKibben 
Anne Coffman MJ Ogden 
Greg Cooper Ryan Pote 
Nancy Dickens Robin Raybould 
Jack Dillon Violet Raybould 
Cathlynn Duncan Don Saylor   
Betty Feighner Meg Schwedler 
John Good Chris Slezak 
Norma Gormly John Spates 
Dillan Heybour Steve Warbington 
Claudine Hoppen Jill Zdral 
Beverly Jackson Mike 
Jim Bishop, Sr.  

Those in the Armed Services 
Stephen Armstrong—Nephew of Phil & Linda Pierce 
Bob Church - Husband of Isabel, father of James & Katelyn 
Jason Demattia—Known to Kathy Davis 
Andrew Fielder—Grandson of Davis Fielder 
Thomas Frydrych—Son-in-law of Rob & Amy Redmer 
Kyle Hoffman- Known to Joe & Jan Hopper 

Ian Hotton 
Ryan Kasky - Grandson of Larry & Lynn Nunn 

Stephen L’Hommedieu—Godson of Phil & Linda Pierce 
Nathan Madak - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon 
David Mentier - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon 
Brian Papet - Son of Bruce & Nancy Papet 
Joshua Spates - Son of John & Miranda Spates 

Taylor Ward - Son of Kevin & Carol Ward 

 

These Parish Families  
8/1  Rick, Barb, Jillian & Kendall Spina 
  Bruce, Jaime, Parker & Claire Spivey 
8/8  Dave & Jill Stein 
  Jim Stern 
8/15  Shanker & Sara Sundareson 
  Michael, Martha, Mark & Jennifer Szott 
8/22  Mike, Sue, Anna & Mary Taormino 
  Jeremy Taylor 
8/28  Stanley, Laura, Daniel, Gillian, Austin, & Brian 
       Terlecky 
  Val Thompson 
9/5  Jim Trask, Frances Hammond, Simon & Will 
  Peggy Treadwell 
 

The Departed 
Carlyn Klein 

Member of St. Stephen’s 
 

 Rev. Deacon Al Corner  
Deacon in the Diocese of Michigan 

 
Jacob Boldt 

Brother of Sandy Boldt 
 

Mary Olson 
Friend of Deacon Liz 

 
Charles McKenzie 

Uncle of Diane Kenefic 
 

Betty Miller 
Aunt of Mike O’Neill 

 
Kathy Valone 

Friend of Donna Brokenshire 
 

June Caulfield 
Mother of Cathy Hoffman 

 

August                
Anniversaries 

Harry & Jane 
 Frank ....................... 1 
Bill & Judy 
 Dunn.........................2 
Eric & Jen 
 Hatchett.................2 
Joseph & Barbara 
 McCoy......................4 
Bryan & Mary 
 Ehlers ......................4 
Mike & Rhonda  
 Allen.........................5 
Mark & Gayle 
 Williams ..................6 
Alan & Helen 
 Giles ...................... 25 
Geoff & Cheryl 
 Walter.................. 25 
The Rev. Jim & Mardi 
 Maxwell ................ 28 
Bob & Cathy 
 Hoffman................31 
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DETAILED CLEANING

Commercial | Residential
18 Years Experience

Melissa Stanley

248-935-3400

PrintPORT
Screen Printing, Design, Promotional Items

BARRY & CHERYL DAVENPORT

248-430-4611

Check out our website!

www.printportconnection.com

RESIDENTIAL RESURRECTIONS
Residential Remodeling

KITCHENS • BATHS • BASEMENTS • AND MORE!
Can do “Honey-Do” lists

 Bob Bagnall Lic. Builder
 Parish Member 248-722-6887

For Advertising Information,

call LARRY SCHROEDER

at LPi today!

800.521.4486 • 586.979.4241 ext. 322

LSchroeder@4LPi.com
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 “Your One Stop
 Shop For All Your
 Landscape Needs”

www.MillerLandscapeInc.com

248-391-2889

Colleen A. Schon, WMS
Senior Vice President, Investments

Investment Management Consultant

Raymond James & Associates, Inc.
691 N. Squirrel Road, Suite 222

Auburn Hills, MI 48326
248-276-2800 • 866-557-7366 Toll Free

248-373-0145 Fax
Colleen.Schon@raymondjames.com



How to Contact Us 

Church Office: (Open 9:30-1:30 weekdays) 
Tel: 248-641-8080       Fax: 248-641-8067 
Cathy Hoffman, Administrator 
Gretchen Waters, Administrative Assistant  
Kathryn Hassel, Office Assistant 
office@ststephenstroy.org  
The Rev. Jonathan Sams, Rector  
rector@ststephenstroy.org 
The Rev. Manisha Dostert, Associate Rector 
Cell:  919-880-0506 
associate@ststephenstroy.org 
The Rev. Liz Forest, Deacon  
deacon@ststephenstroy.org 
Miranda Spates, Sexton 
sexton@ststephenstroy.org 
Dave Stein Treasurer 
Cathy Hoffman, Assistant to the Treasurer 
treasurer@ststephenstroy.org 
Church Website: John Morley, Webmaster 
www.ststephenstroy.org  (password: coffeehour) 
The Witness, Liz Sinkovich, Editor  
witness@ststephenstroy.org 
E-mail, bring to church or fax:   248-641-8067 

St. Stephen’s  Episcopal 
Church 

5500 North Adams Road 
Troy, MI 48098 

Please remember St. Stephen’s in your will 

Change Service Requested 
Dated Material  
AUGUST 2010 

Weekly Services: 
 
Sat. 4:30 p.m. 
Eucharist for All Ages  
 
Sun., 8 a.m. 
Early Eucharist 
............................................................  
Sun, 10 a.m. 
Eucharist, with music, Nursery 

If you have e-mail, you can receive our newsletter faster!  Please send your 
e-mail address to office@ststephenstroy.org.  Thank you in advance for 
helping us with our continued effort to.....THINK GREEN! 
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