
August 19, 2014 Vestry Meeting 

Attended by: Mother Susan, Jim Trask, Helen Giles, Scott Armstrong, Sheryl Baron, Lynette 

Cline, Kathy Deciantis, Corinne Fragnoli, Don Ingersoll, Lori Podsiadlik, Susan Russell. Guests: 

Margaret Williams and Ken Fuhr. 

The meeting opened at the Trask home at 6:30 pm with a prayer by Mother Susan and a social 

(half) hour. At 7:00 p.m. the business meeting began with the sharing of news by the Vestry and 

two opening reflections by Helen Giles.  

Youth Group’s Wonder Voyage pilgrimage to the Grand Tetons in Wyoming. Margaret was 

descriptive and enthusiastic about the awe-inspiring location (unanimously chosen by the entire 

group) and the activities, from daytime building work to evening campfires, which led to the 

enhancement of the bond that has grown among the members of the group. Ken described 

some of the details – logistical and accommodational – and felt much of the trip would be as 

rewarding for a group of adult pilgrims. The guide, Eric, had worked ahead of time with our 

chaperones to plan a thoughtful pilgrimage for everyone. As one of the chaperones, along with 

Liz Sinkovich, Scott rounded out the descriptions with some of the spontaneous details that 

made the trip a joyful experience. 

Christian Formation – Ken, Helen and Mother Susan described upcoming events: 

 8/31 – 10 o’clock service at the cathedral, followed by brunch at Maccabees 

 9/6 – 8:30 am coffee and Mutual Ministry Review at the church 

 9/7 – Welcome Back Ministry Fair after 10:00 service 

 9/14 – meeting to discuss ideas for adult faith trip in 2015 and 

-         – Youth picnic especially for Rite 13 parents to get acquainted with the program. 

-  

- Fall – possibly a Church Next class 

-  

- Four Thursdays starting in late September – Adult Faith sessions to replace the adult  

- Faith sessions cancelled with VBS. 

-  

- The Friday men’s Bible study and the Wednesday AM Bible study groups are enjoying  

- good attendance. 

-  

- The Sunday School teachers are lined up for the school year, with several volunteers 

 standing by to cover teachers’ away times. 

We broke for dessert. 

Financial Report - Jim Trask presented a few charts that show our income is down from 

previous years and below that projected in our budget, but he urged us to focus on promoting 



activities that will draw people to participate or to join us at St. Stephens, rather than cutting 

activities to cut costs. 

Rector’s Report. Mother Susan is enthusiastic about mentoring our temporary assistant priest, 

Father Juan Perez, filling in his seminary education with those “things they never teach you in 

Seminary.”  Bishop Holguin of the Dominican Republic will be visiting the area just before or 

after our Diocesan Convention and Father Juan may be requested to serve as his personal 

guide and chauffer. 

Our music director, John Pavik, would like to form a youth choir, with practices held after church. 

Sept. 6, 8:30 am with coffee - Mutual Ministry to discuss what we value in our Ministries, what 

needs celebrating, what could be discontinued. One of the Class on Line offerings, “Marketing 

Your Church,” would be good prep for the discussion on the 6th. 

Sept. 7, after 10 am service - Welcome Back Ministry Fair during Fellowship Hour, We 

discussed ways to encourage parishioners to stay for the Ministry Fair, possibly with tickets to a 

raffle and to put in boxes at each Ministry station to facilitate later discussion. Lori Posiadlik 

volunteered to prepare the tickets. Each ministry is requested to bring a goodie to go with the 

coffee and tea. 

Oct. 5, after 10 am service – we will be honoring Joe Grutta on his 100th birthday at Fellowship 

Hour. 

SOS – Scott Armstrong will talk to Austin at SOS regarding what they want us to donate for 

guests. One suggestion was earplugs to reduce the irritation of snoring. 

YACYM will do the 2nd Sunday’s laundry. Dinner chefs are all lined up. There needs to be a 

clarification of how much of the breakfast is the overnight crews’ responsibility and how much 

will be taken care of by a morning crew 

Discussed the possibility of holding Stewardship (formerly SWAT) dinner gatherings at 

parishioners’ homes. Scott will call a meeting to discuss/prepare a format/schedule for the 

dinners. 

Opening Prayer/Church Closing assignments were updated and clean copies will be e-mailed to 

all.  
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Susan Russell, Scribe pro tem 
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