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St. Stephen’s Vestry Minutes 
March 18, 2014 

 

Attendees:  Mother Susan Williams, Jim Trask, Helen Giles, Scott Armstrong, 
Sheryl Baron, Lynette Cline, Kathy Deciantis, Eric Hatchett, Don Ingersoll, Joan 
Morgan,  Lori Podsiadlik, Susan Russell. Guests present: Gretchen Waters and Lew 
Elbert. 
 

Opening Prayer and Checking In: 
 
Senior Warden Jim Trask called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Eric Hatchett 
gave an opening prayer, followed by the sharing of news from our lives.   
 
Guest Presentation - Catholic Community Response Team (CCRT): Lou Elbert 
of CCRT  explained that they are a direct provider of food, clothing, and cash 
assistance in Pontiac. They have a group of (mostly) retired men who pick up and 
deliver large items, including appliances and furniture, and our own Roy Waters has 
recently joined them. They also  provide housing and other referrals as well as tax 
preparation. St. Stephens has worked with them over the past several years and 
provided food, clothing, household items, and financial contributions.  
 
Household Information: 
 
Consent Calendar: Annual Retreat minutes. Financials were reviewed, and notices 
will go out in the bulletin to remind parishioners to keep their pledges up to date and 
to help with anyone interested in e-giving. A workshop on e-giving will be scheduled 
for anyone interested in learning more about it.   
 
Rector’s Report:  The Pancake Supper and Ash Wednesday Service both had low 
attendance. The next Church Next group session is March 30, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. to 
discuss the “Lent” series. Mother Susan continues to teach Confirmation, which will 
continue to the end of May. The first of four  Thursday evening Interfaith series  was 
held and will continue for the next three Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. Phil Pierce is 
recording them and will post them onthe church website. Mother Susan crowd 
sourced a contest for the design of the church logo. She has ordered a poster for the 
Vestry bulletin board  which will include photos of Vestry members. She is working 
with Sandy Arant to streamline ordering basic Hospitality supplies. A new Music 
Director, John Pavik, has been hired and will begin April 1, 2014. His first Sunday 
will be April 6.  The terms of his contract ($25,000 salary and a pension contribution 
of  5% of his salary, plus matching contributions up to an additional  4%, with no 
health benefits) was approved. Mother Susan will discuss membership with Father 
Jim Maxwell. The parish  is invited to a Seder before the next Vestry  meeting on 
April 15, 2014 at Congregation Shir Tikvah from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. and some Vestry 
members will attend. The Vestry meeting on April 15 will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Senior Warden Report: Vestry Plan Development forms will be distributed to each 
committee liaison. All are invited to submit articles to the Witness, including 
committees. Sunday Closing assignments were updated.  
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Committee Reports: The Social Media session was well attended. The Retreat had 
16 attendees, who were positive about the experience. The Fred Bryson Legacy 
Society Reception is March 22, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at the church. “Messy Church” is 
at the 4:30 p.m. service on March 29, 2014. A tour of HAVEN  is on April 9, 2014 at 
4:00 p.m.; anyone interested in attending should speak with Gretchen Waters. The 
J2A auction will be held on May 3, 2014 in the evening. The National Day of Prayer 
will be held on May 1, 2014 at St. Anastasia and the Troy Coalition breakfast will be 
held at St. Nicks at 7:30 a.m. on May 2, 2014. Mother Susan will give the invocation 
and the parish will reserve a table; anyone interested in attending should speak with 
Mother Susan. Hospitality is planning a fireside evening before Youth Sunday with 
singing and s’mores at the fire pit; the date will be announced.   Buildings and 
Grounds is updating the Capital Plan, which will be presented to the Vestry for 
approval at the April meeting. The Technology “Dream Team” is available to provide 
instruction on how to use the new AV equipment.  

 

Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. with a closing prayer by Mother Susan. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Joan Ellerbusch Morgan 
Vestry Clerk 


