
Vestry meeting May 12, 2015 

 

Present: Jim Trask, Corinne Fragnoli, Kathy DeCiantis, Alice Moss, Norma Ross, Eric Hatchett, Paula 

Somerville, Silvia Karlsson, Mother Susan Williams, Lynette Cline 

The Meeting  started at 7:08 by sharing Highs and Lows.  Opening Prayer was led by Lynette. 

Mother Susan led a Bible Study on Philippians 3:10-16.  Themes are maturity and faith.  What would it 

mean to have a mature faith?  Watched a ChurchNext video on the Juvenilization of American 

Christianity.  What are the qualities of a mature Christian?  How do we make disciples instead of just 

church-goers?   

Rector’s Report: include an update on the condition of our Sexton. She is receiving Workers 

Compensation which provides 80% of salary; and covers medical costs associated with her fall while at 

work.  Our Bishop’s visit on May 10th went well.   “Theology on Tap” didn’t work out, so the Rector and 

Mark will try something else for young adults in the Fall. 

Strategic and Generative session: 

Viewed and discussed the just-released Pew Research on Religion in American study, with worrisome 

statistic that more adults (especially under 50) cite “None” as their religious affiliation. We analyzed our 

SWOT chart in reference to the results of the Pew study.   

Upcoming opportunities: 

Door-hanging cards in surrounding neighborhoods in early June, will highlight events for families with 

kids. 

June 20, “Boot Sale” (garage sale out of trunks of cars) in St Stephen’s parking lot.  Also on June 20, we 

have reserved a table for Troy’s 60th birthday in Boulan Park, from which to distribute water and tell 

people about St Stephen’s. 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be held on a weekend, June 26-28.  Need helpers and lots of kids. 

Lego Camps, one week per month in the summer, taught by a non-parishioner who is renting our hall.  

She is offering a 15% discount for St. Stephen’s kids. 

Hands-on Mission Project at Focus:HOPE’s  “Hope Village” July 16-18, in conjunction with Lutheran 

Youth conference. 

August 22 we will host a “Community Cookout” for deanery churches and their Vestries, and our 

immediate neighborhood. 

As we welcome all these neighbors, we need to get our Talking Points clear: Who are we?  What else 

might we want to say?  What if “churchy words” aren’t allowed?  Suggestions included: St Stephen’s is a 

caring community that wants to make an impact in the world. We do God’s work, with humanity and 

humor.  St Stephen’s accepts and nurtures people of all ages and backgrounds.  We want to be a catalyst 

for a better world. 



Committee Report from Alice Moss, liaison to the Worship Committee.  The committee works with 

Mother Susan to plan worship and give feedback.  Alice reported that the Altar Guild has purchased a 

new communion kit to serve shut-ins. 

We receive a written report from Ken Fuhr and reviewed it.  We will soon have new St Stephen’s Tee-

shirts which will be sold for about $10-16 depending on size.   We now have our own Land’s End 

business outfitters page, for nicer polos and dress shirts with our logo embroidered on the chest pocket 

area. The site will be linked on the church’s website. 

Finances: The Finance Committee met yesterday (May 11). We continue to be in deficit.  Mother Susan 

will put a blurb in the bulletin that we need catch up donations. This is in lieu of verbal announcements, 

which we will hold off on until later. 

The August Vestry meeting will be dinner at Giles’ house on Friday August 28th.  Bring a dish to share. 

The Vestry is asked to submit more articles for the Witness, for greater diversity of voices and ideas.   

Meeting adjourned at 9:02 after our closing prayer. 

 

Submitted by Eric Hatchett, Vestry clerk. 


